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nitutional Amendments Voted

on'at the Last Election Im-

properly Submitted,

SAYS SUPREME COURT.

Will Affect Decisions Rendered- When
a Judge Was Called Up from

Lower Court.

The amendments to the constitution
that were adopted at the last general
election were this week declared of no
effect by the supreme court. The deci-
sion is based upon an irregilarity in
the proceedings by which the amend-
ments were submitted to the people,
and not the merits or form of the
amendments themselves. The text of
the amendments were as follows:

"Section 4. In each county there
shall be elected three county commis-
sioners whose term of office shall be
four years; provided that the term of
office of those elected on November 3,
1896, shall expire on the first Monday
in January, 1903; and provided fur-
ther, that at the general election held
in November, 1902. one commissioner
shall be elected for a term of two years
and two commissioners shall be elected
for a term of four years, whose term cf
office shall begin on the said first Mon-
day in January, 1903. A vacancy in
the board of county commissioners shall
be filled by appointment by the judge
of the judicial district in which the va-
cancy occurs."

"Section 2. Section 5 of article VIII
shall be amended as follows: The su-
preme court shall consist of three jus-
tices, a majority of whom shall be nec-
essary to form a quorum or pronounce
a decision, but one or more of said jus-
tices may adjourn the court from day
to day, or to a day certain, and the leg-
islative assembly shall have the power
to increase the number of said justices
to not less nor more than five. In case
any justice or justices of the supreme
court shall be in any way disqualified
to Ait in a cause brought before such
court the remaining justice or justices t
shall have power to call on one or more
of the district judges of this state as in
the particular case may be necessary to
constitute the full number of justices
of which the said court shall then be
composed, to sit with them on the hear-
ing of said cause. In all cases where a
district judge is invited to sit and does
Bit by this section provided, the deci- F
'ion and opinion of such district judge a
shall have the same force and effect in a
any cause heard before the court as if
regularly participated in by a justice of
the supreme court."

The question was raised by Col. W.
F. Sanders Monday at Helena in the
hearing of an appeal from the districi
court of Granite county in the suit of
F. M. Durfee against J. H. Harper.
The suit grew out of a mining stock
transaction. Chief Justice Brantly,
who was then on the district bench in
Granite county, tried the case and
found for the plaintiff. Harper took an
app3al and it was in the hearing of the
appeal that the constitutionality of the
constitutional amendment providing for
calling in a district judge to take the
place of a disqualified supreme court
judge was called in question.

Chief Justice Brantly being disquali-
fied, Judge Frank Henry was invited
up from Livingston to take his place,
and was present to do so. Colonel
Sanders raised objection, not because he
was opposed to Judge Henry's presence
on the bench in the hearing, but so as
to avoid the necessity of another hear-
ing, which would result in the event of
a future ruling that the amendment re-
ferred to had not been constitutionally
adopted.

As soon as the point was raised Chef
Justice Brantly decided that it was
well 'taken. He said that on the inti-
mation of the attorneys that the point
woulcd be raised, he had given it care-
ful consideration for two days and was
satisfied the amendment had not been
constitutionally adopted.

The appeal was then submitted to
Justices Hunt and Pigott.

The constitutional amendment relat-
ing to the election of county commis-
sioners stands in exactly the same posi-
tion as does the one relating to the su-
peme court and the same decision
wipes it out also.

The terms of the present county com-
missioners of Yellowstone county expire
December, 1901, and an entire new
board will have to be elected at the
next general election in 1900.

HE SWINDLED THEM.

N. P. Workingmen Were Bancoed by a
Fellow Man.

Samuel Barman is wanted in Helena
for swindling fellow workmen. Bar-man had been, until a few days ago, in
charge of a gang of men for the North-

nh Pacific road near Huntley. The
is that Barman buncoed sixteen

men out of $6 apiece in Helena
of the week.

g to the complaint. Barman
to the men that he could
transportation from Bel-.Ifor .$6 each, so Satur-
Soame up with him

t e o$6_ for him to par-
_ etpreented that

, with them, so there
keh ping' the
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I the o• t•_ oamnearound to: take u
the ti at he was nowhere to be found,
evidently having jumped off before the
train got under headway.

The dupes were put off at Butler by
the conductor, except a few who paid
their fare and went .through. Thoes
who got off went back to Helena and
made complaint to County Attorney
McConnell, who made out a warrant
for Barman's arrest on a charge of obh
taining money under false pretenses.
The warrant was sworn out and given
to the police for the arrest of Barman.

Woman's Club.
A very pleasant afternoon, both so-

cially and instructively, was spent
Tuesday, when the literary department
met at the home of Mrs. J. H. Rine-
hart. The meeting was opened with
prayer, after which several points from
the parliamentary rules were liresented
by Mrs. Railsback. The study this
week was still confined to the "Ancient
Eastern Nations." Miss Pilcher gave
an interesting synopsis of the first sub-
ject, "Ethiopia;" Mrs. W. E. Hassler
questioned the ladies about the Chal-
deans: the topic "Assyria," was
thoroughly discussed by Mrs. Rails-
back and Miss Crawford had prepared
some very suitable questions concerning
"Later Babylonia." The study of the
Hebrews was very instructive, for we
know much about them from the study
of the Bible, Miss Pilcher having
charge of that subject. Mrs. Matheson
had the last topic, "Phoenicia," and,
by referring to other books, found a
number of interesting things concern-
ing them. This concluded the lesson
and the ladies were about to depart
when Mrs. Rinehart asked them to re-
main as she had prepared refreshments.
The tables were soon made ready and a
dainty repast, consisting of sandwiches,
olives, cheese-straws, pineapple sherbet,cakes and coffee, was served. On thetables were beautiful vases of pink roses
and carnations. All were then inter-
ested in examining numerous relics
which had been presented to Mrs. Rine-
hart by her nephew, Mr. McCannell,who was a soldier in the first North
Dakota volunteer regiment and visited
in Billings a few weeks ago on his re-
turn home after being discharged on ac-
mount of sickness. Among the relics
were chopsticks used by the natives of
Manila, also the combs made of wood,

slipper or sandal, a large number ofshells from Manila bay and a brass but-
"on from the coat of the insurgent

leader. Aguinaldo. The ladies then
idjourued to meet next week with Mrs.
:. F. Clement.

* * *

A general open meeting of the club,
onducted by the literary department,vill be held in the parlors of the Con-
tregational church next Monday even-
ng. All ladies interested in the workire invited.

1 CHURCH NOTES'I
There will be German services helt

at the Congregational church Sunda3
next at 2 o'clock p. m.

Congregational church Sunday next
Subject at 11 a. m., "The Mission of
the Christian Church;" 7:30 p. m.,
the fifth sermon on "Pilgrim's Pro-
gress," illustrated by stereopticon
views.

Usual services at the Methodist Epis-
copal church next Sunday, conducted
by the pastor, Rev. Jacob Mills.
Preaching at 11 a. m. and 7:30 p. m.;
Sabbath school at 12 m.; Junior League
at 3p. m., and Epworth League at 6:30
p. m. All are invited.

During Lent there are brief services
being held at St. Luke's church at 4 p.
m., to which all are welcome. On
Sunday next there will be services at 11
a. m. and 7:30 p. m. At the evening
service there will be orchestral accom-
paniment to the music,.and an offertory
will be rendered. Sunday school will
meet at the close of the morning ser-
vice. Bishop Brewer is expected to ar-
rive a week from tomorrow morning
and will remain over the following
Sunday.

AN OLD RESIDENT DIES.

Smith Stolcup Crosses the Great Divide

Very Suddenly.

Smith Stolcup died quite suddenly
Tuesday afternoon at the home of Meta
Karseh, three miles up the valley.
Stolcup, who was about 75 years of
age, was outside the house chopping
wood when he fell to the ground dead,
heart disease apparently being the
cause. The body was brought to the
city Wednesday and a postmortem ex-
amination made by Coroner Townsend
and Dr. Rinehart, who rendered a
statement that death was caused by the
bursting of a blood vessel leading to the
heart.

Stolcup was an old settler in this
valley, having freighted years ago for
the government. As far as known he
had no relatives. The body was in-
terred in the city cemetery yesterday.

SOCIAL LODGE EVENT.

A Dance and an Address by Neighbor

Kennedy of Denver.

A very pleasant time w spent
Wednesday night at the A ory hall
by the members of the W men of the
World lodge and their f nds. Several
hours were enj ed - dancing, after
which those prede t ere addressed byNeighbor John C. ennedy of Denver.

Mr. Kennedy went to Red Lodge yes-terday, but will return to Billings to-night and instruct the local lodge in
some new work. The Woodmen of theWorld is gaining in popularity and
membership, the order having acted
last night an fifteen applications from
prsona wishing to join.

e. PUBLIC Slf OlNOTlS
, Following is a partial report of Priute cipal Brayton which will be made to

d the board of education at its meetinu
ay Monday evening on the progress now
t being made in the public schools:

" Enrollment-September, 1898, 402;

n September, 1897. 865; January, 1899,). 462; January, 1898, 877.

Average Daily Attendance-Septem-
ber, 1898, 873; September, 1897. 885;
January, 1899, 406; January,1898, 278.

Per Cent of Attendance by Months,
beginning September, 1898-97.0, 97.6,
t 97.3, 96.8, 96. Same months beginning
t September, 1897-96.5, 94.9, 95.7,
94.4, 88.9.

iTardiness by Months, beginning Sep-
tember, 1898-25, 25, 26, 87, 40.s From September, 1897-8, 15, 15, 16,

t 12. The record for tardiness this year
covers all pupils tardy whatever the
cause, and pupils who are absent tor avoid tardiness are required to "make
up" the lost time. Believing that the
chief function of the school is to teach
the children the acquisition of power
I through habits of regular 'vork, the
teachers prefer a five-minute tardiness3 to a 20u-minute absence. Neither,
however, is condoned, unless reasona-
bly unavoidable.

Visitors-Except during January,
an average of over fifty visits a month
I has been paid the schools. Visitors are
requested to come oftener to see the
regular class work and not less often
visit rhetoricals. The school board is
urged to visit the schools often, its that
is the only true way of keeping in touch
with the teachers' efforts, successes or
failures. A record of visits by the
board is now a regular item of the
mouthly report. There is a danger
that through lack of visitation the
schools be judged by rumors and chil-
dren's tales, which leads to the added
danger that the weak teachers pamper
and favor some for the sake of popu-
larity. A school board in touch with
the schools will knowingly dTefend the
good and intelligently root out the bad,
while the sound judgment and advice
of practical, professional and business
men is very helpful.

High School Attendance - High
school attendance this year is from 40 to
50 per cent higher than last year.
Large classes strengthen the work in
this department. There is healthy em-
ulation. Often in small classes one or
two leading pupils dominate opinion,
and class sentiment dances attendancce
upon their caprices. A large class
possesses a momentum not affected by
individual prejudices or vagaries. The
several non-resident students have been
gladly welcomed, as they not only form
a creditable part of the larger classes,
but they carry home a sentiment that
often directs future students and even
families to our city.

Non-Resident Attendance - About
thirty non-residents have been in at-
tendance this year. If tuition is col-
lected from all, about $500 will result.
This sum would buy at least 500 more
library books. Non-resident students
usually are willing to pay tuition to a
well-equipped school.

The Permanent Record - A large
school ledger or permanent reccrd book
will hereafter be kept, and all matters
of record, including pupils' standings,
etc., will be entered therein.

Examinations-Examinations for the
half year in conjunction with class
standings, make up the term's record.
There is quite a diversity of attain-
ments in high school classes. The re-
sults of the examinations in composi-
tion, civics, algebra, rhetoric, literature
and general history were satisfaptory,
some of the students, as in algebra, pas-
sing with very high grades. The Latin
students reading Caesar and Cicero are
reviewing orthography and taking up
syntax through daily exercises in Latin
composition. They are also giving
special attention to the rendering of
Latin text into good English, keeping
in mind the fact that a correct transla-.
tion gives the true meaning of the
Latin' in grammatical and idiomatic
English. The advanced class in geom-
etry is taking elementary plane geom-
etry again instead of solid geometry.
It has seemed a hardship to some of
the Latin students not to have :access
to their text books during examination.

Vocal Music - Vocal music has
proved its merits as a regular branch in
the lower grades. Generally there is
hesitation among teachers about under-
taking instruction in this subject unless
it is done under the direction of aspecial teacher. All of the teachers fa-
vored its introduction, and such ar-rangements have been made that music
is now taught in every room below theeighth grade. The principal has as-
sisted teachers unfamiliar with thissubject, while several other teachers
proved especially successful in the work.

Drawing-Drawing was introducedlater than music. It was not intended
at first to extend thbis subject through
all the grades, but the work was so

interesting and apparently so successful
that all rooms below the high school
cow take it. The latest.revised (1897)
system for graded schools has been

adopted. Unlike many other school
systems of drawing, the leading feature

it this one is that it teaches children to
Iraw by giving them objects of various
rinds to sketch. They are early trained
;o believe in their own powers and arenocouraged to exercise them without
esitation. The idea that one must be
If artistic temperament in order toketoh simple objeots is now quite gen- J

J rally ab ndoned. It it a matter of ed
ucation and not of talent..

The School Library - The: school
library .at the beginning of this yearu- consisted of 17,5 books for circulation

to and about seventy-five reference books.
tI It has been increased to 596 altogether,

W of which' forty-five are duplicates. 01O
these, about 225, including seventy-five
furnished by the principal, were placed
a; in the grades, being distributed as fol-l, lows: Seventh grade, 60; sixth grade,

40: fifth grade, 36; fourth grade, 85;
third grade, S0: second grade, 26. Theu.. rest, about 400, were retained in the

n; main library.
3. * * *

Grade Libraries-The establishments, of a grade library in each room con-

3, taining pupils old enough to read inde-

g pendently has proved a very pleasingr, and profitable element of this year's

library service. A particular feature
of these grade libraries is their diversity,- of subjects, each one containing, be-). sides appropriate stories, such diver-
{, sions as myths, history, literature, na-

,r tare, stories, geography, travels, adven-

e ture, etc., all being suitably edited foro children. Moreover, particular effort
e is being made in the production and in
a the editing of recent books for children

b to make them interesting, whatever
r theme Is treated. In the use of thesea books the discreet teacher will direct,

s stimulate, restrain and correct the

pupil's reading so that a taste for good
reading and a love for good books may
be developed.

The Teaching Force-It is seldom
that a like number of really excellent
teachers is found in schools of this size.
A visit to any room will convince one
of the truth of this statement. Visitors
should not omit to look over tho "Posi-
tion of Classes" report for the lalf year
past if they would get a fair idea of
the scope of each teacher's work.

Railroad Briefs
A new safe, twice the size of the old

onut, has been placed in the Northern
Pacific freight house and will serve as
a receptacle for the collateral deposited
with this corporation.

The latest reports are to the effect
that the Burlington trains will not
change time to conform to the new
schedule to go into effect on the North-
ern Pacific March 12. The first of the
week it was current that the Burling-
ton trains would arrive at 10 a. m. and
depart at 7 a. m., but Assistant Super-
intendent Nutt, who was in the city,
said that for the present, at least, no
change was contemplated. This was
no doubt on account of no connections
being made with the southeast trains
from Lincoln if the change occurred.
The Burlington contemplates adding
two night passenger trains shortly on
its line from Lincoln to St. Joe, and
when it does a change will likely occur
on this division.

Conductor H. S. Hammond of the
Burlington passenger has resumed his
run after a two weeks' vacation, while
battling with the grippe. M. L.
Wright, who relieved him, has returned
to his home in Sheridan.

* * *

R. A. Haynes of Edgemont, traveling
auditor of the Burlington, was making
pencil marks in this city Wednesday.

W. S. Clark of Livingston arrived in
the city Wednesday to accept a position
as bill clerk in the Northern Pacific
freight office.

Traveling Auditor Wm. Galvin
of Helena was in the city Wednes-
day, checking up Agent Ken-
nedy before his departure for the east,
and checking in Acting Agent Maring
at the Northern Pacific freight office.

All the railroad boys will rejoice
with Dan Boyle over his promotion.
Dan was a popular roadmaster and will
make an equally popular trainmaster.
He has already entered up on his new
duties. E. A. Cantine, district engi-
neer, at Helena, is slated to succeed
him.

Agent Kennedy of the Northern Pa-
cific was delayed one. day in his de-
parture for New York, but is now Well
on his way, leaving yesterday.

"On the Suwanee River" company
carried a special baggage car of scenery,
which is set on a sidetrack at every
stopping place. The company left this
morning for Bismarok, N. D.

Trains Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 on the
Northern Pacific under the new sched-
ule to be put in force March 12, will
all carry Pullman first-class and Pull-
man tourist sleeping cars, first-class
coaches and dining oar. Trains Nos. 1
and 2, will carry free colonist sleeping
cars three times per week. Each train
will consist of nine coaches. The bag-
gage and mail cars will be seventy feet
in length, being of the new equipment.

Although there will be extra and
much night work after the new North-
ern Pacific trains are put on, there is-
but little probability that the pot
force is to be inn ased, no, inf mation
having been recei ed to t contrary,
and the boys are com cing to rub
their eyes for fe falling aleep at
their posts of du .

C. A. Mall of St. Paul, chief clerk in
the office of the superintendent of theNorthern Pacific Express company, was
in the city yesterday for a short time.

E. H. Johnqon of Miles City, stockrepresentative for the Northern Pacifio,
was in Billings yesterday.

A sampleof a new sheep guard withwhich the Northern Pacific is experi-

Grand Debateot Couse..I• -: Tuesday M cLNight, March 7th
UNDER THE AUSPICES OF

Epworth League of M. E. Church.
QUESTION:

"Shall the United States Exercise Sovereignty Over the
Philippine Islands?"

AFFIRMATIVE. . NEGATIVE.
HON. O. F. GODDARD, REV. W. D.. CLARK,
JUDGE J. R. GOSS, DR. J. E. FREE.
C. L. HARRIS,. ESQ. EDITOR M C. MORRIS,

JUDGE J. D. MATHESON, Presiding Officer.
Music by Soloists and Quartette. Admission 35 Cents.

EVERYBODY COME.

menting will soon be on exhibition in
the company's yards in this city.

* * *

The conductors who are to wield the
punch and swing the lantern on the
new passenger run on the Montana di-
vision have received orders to be ready
on the 12th inst. with new uniforms
and a pleasant smile to take out the
first fast train on her arrival from St.
Paul.

Engineer Milton MoLees, who has
been laid up for some time as a result
of injuries received in the recent wreck
at Mission, has recovered from his in-
juries and returned to work. His first
duties since the wreck were performed
Saturday. He has been transferred to
the Logan run, where he will be per-
manently located.

Yesterday Roadmaster Boyle of Bill-
ings was promoted to the position of
trainmaster on- this division, says the
Livingston Post, and began his duties
at the depot in this city. The office is
one newly created and is the outgrowth
of necessity owing to the number of
work trains which will be engaged insurfacing on this division during theyear. It is stated by the officials at the
depot here that as many as fifteen
work trains will be required to per-
form the work planned by the company
on this division.

Rocky Mountain Husbandman: Not-withstanding the heavy fall of snow of
the past few :weeks, the wind and theweather, the surveying crew of the
Montana railroad has remained in the
leld and is pushing its work rightilong. James Jobb, who saw the party
recently, says they were in Smith
Bros'. field and from the direction theywere taking it looked as if they were

'ollowing pretty close to the old Bur-

ington survey, which runs severalniles south of Martinsdale. Their ob-

ective point is said to be Merino.
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iYECEN BROS.
* ... A.AmA.1OT. ....

DEPARTIENT STORE

Just Opening

the Largest and Best Assortment of

DRY GOODS AND NOTIONS

Ever Displayed in Billings.

i I.

SFor particulars see next issue of The Gazette.
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HOTEL ARRIVALS.

At the Grand.
B Tuesday, Feb. 28.-N. R. Wessel,

B Helena; Prof. G. Cozens, New York;
R. A. Haynes, Edgemont; Chas. C.P Hunt, Gebo; Otto Franc, Meeteetse;
John R. Stout, Glendive; Marvin Jen-B kins, Cleveland; C. B. Middleton,

Miles City; D. E. Conhain, St. Paul;
S. H. Gleadin, C. E. Stonyck, Red
Lodge: W. M. Leighton, Crow Agency.

Wednesday, March 1.-Chas. Racek,
city; H. F. Craft and wife. W. E.
Hoall, Chicago; John C. Kennedy,
Denver; W. U. Strohm, Wyoming; Sam
C. Molt, Hoyt's "A Midnight Bell"c1 ompany; J. R. Norris, Chicago; Wm.

Gaboni, Helena; E. H. Becker, W.
Evans, Crow Agency; J. A. Forbes,
St. Paul; O. A. Taylor, Minneapolis;
J. M. Ornes, St. Paul; E. H. Johnson,
* Miles City; M. H .Murphy, St. Paul;
H. L. Miller, Glendive; W. M. Leigh-
ton, Crow Agency; M. G. Salter,
Gebo; C. C. Huyok, Red Lodge.

Thursday. March 2.-A. E. Grone-
wald, St. Paul; J. M. Ferguson, A. H.
S. Hunt, Chicago; T. D. Stone, St.
Paul; E. J. McLean, Red Lodge: T.
K. Pearson, Portland; C. H. Gregory,
Gebo; J. B. Annin, Columbus; J. A.
Johnson, Gebo; Frank Casey, Minne-
apolis; P. H. Dawson, San Francisco;
E. G. Smith, St. Paul; E. G. Tullege,
Minneapolis.

Weather Observer E. J. Glass of Hel-
ena has received notice of a promotion
with an increase of $100 a year in sal-
ary. Mr. Glass is now section director
for the Montana section of the weather
service of the United States.

Governor Smith has promoted Ser-
gean Fred 'S. Yaeger of Company L,
Montana volunteers, to the position of
second lientenat to succeed Lient. E. S.
French, who was killed. Lieutenant
Yaeger took an active part in the or-

Sganization of the company..m . .. .


