
LAWLESS COLORADO
DOZEN NONUNION MINERS SLAUGHf

TERED AT CRIPPLE CREEK,

MADE VICTIMS OF DYNAMITE PLOT

c While Waiting on Depot Platform to Take Train for
Home are Blown Up By Infernal

Machine.

Cripple Creek, Colo., June 6.-A
concealed assassin, by merely pulling
a wire, exploded an infernal machine,
thereby instantly killing 11 men and
severely wounding nine others, one
of whom has since died, at Indepen-
dence, today: All the killed and in-
jured, with the exception of two men
from the Deadwood mine, were non-
union miners employed on night shift
at the Findley mine. The men had
quit work at 2 a. m. and were waiting
to board the suburban train on the
Florence & Cripple Creek railway and
return to their homes in Cripple
Creek and Victor.

Terrific Explosion.
Just after the engineer of the ap-

proaching train, according to custom,
blew his whistle as a signal to i•e
miners, a terrific explosion occurred
underneath the depot platform, on and
near which 26 men were gathered.
The platform was blown into splint-
ers, the depot was wrecked, and a
hole 20 feet in circumfrence and
about as many feet in depth was torn
in the ground.

Fragments of bodies were hurled
throuigh space for several hundred
feet. and later were picked up still
quivering. Some of the bodies drop-
ped into the pit made by the explo-
sion, but heads, hands, ears, legs,
arms and trunks were strewn about
on all sides. Pieces of flesh were
found on buildings 500 feet away, and
blood stained everything within a
radios of 50 feet.

Train Crew to Rescue.
The force of the explosion was felt

throughout the camp and the crash
awakened everybody. The approach-
ing train was stopped, and the train
crew were the first men to reach the
scene of the explosion. They were
joined in a few minutes by hundreds
of persons, and relief work was ,begun
at' once. A special, train was sent
from Cripple Creek carrying physi-
cians , nurses, officers and many oth-
ers, but when it reached Independence
the injured had already been placed
on board the suburban train and re-
moved to hospitals in Victor. The
mangled bodies of the dead, pieced to-
,gether as well as possible, were re-
moved to the coroner's office.

Amputation has been performed
upon a number of the wounded, but it
is almost certain that several of them
will die.

A majority of the dead and injured
were single men, but several had fam-
ilies living in the district. .

Charles Rector of the Shurtloft
mine escaped by a miracle. He was
chatting iith several men, uncon-
scious of danger, when the explosion
occurred. He saw a number of men
rushing toward the depot. At this
moment he was lifted from his feet
and was deafened by a terrific crash.
When he realized what had occurred
he was surprised to find himself un-
injured.

Might Have Been Worse.
H. W. Van Atta, one of the Findley

miners who had a remarkable escape
from death, in describing the explo-
sion,, said:

"The earth seemed to heave under
the platform and depot and the noise
made was deafening. We had been at
the station about two minutes when
the explosion occurred. I was thrown
through the air about 75 feet. There
were about 25 men on the platform,
and most of them were non-union min-
ers who were working ing the Find-
ley."

The Shurtloff men had not yet
reached the depot,. but were hurrying
,down the hill. Had these men reach-
ed the platform the casualty list
would have been doubled. There must
have been 300 pounds of powder used,
and it must have been set off by an
electric spark or revolver, as the min-
ers would have smelled the fuse if
one had been used.

George Remick was hurled nMany
feet 'from the platform, but escaped
with only a few bruises, although
heavy timbers and rocks fell all about
him.

The Infernal Machine.
The internal machine with which

the diabolical work was done consist-
ed qf a quantity of dynamite esti-
mated at from 250 to 300 pounds, a
loaded revolver and a long slender
steel wire attached to the trigger.
The revolver was fastened so that the
pulling of the trigger would not draw
it away. The wire ran from under
the depot to the cribbing of the Del-
monico property, about 40u feet away,
Where its end was fastened to the
rung of a chair. The dynamite was
placed close to the muzzle of the re-
volver, which was discharged by pull-
ing the wire when the engineer blew
his whistle. The ball from the revol-
ver exploded the dynamite.

May Be Assassin.
A man was seen running down the

hill from the 'Delnionico after the -ex-
plosion. The Victor troops, who were
ordered out by Mayor French, were
so stationed as to keep people from
passing over the path taken by the
assassin, and bloodhounds were sent
from Canon City and Trinidad for the'
purpose of trailing the assassin.
The infernal machine used today

was similar to one exploded in the
Vindicator mine on November 23,
1903, killing two men.

By order of Major H. A. Naylor of
the National guard, the bodies were
removed from the coroner's estahlish-
ment to on undertaker's. This action
was taken on request of J. F. Murphy,
superintendent of the Findley mine,
because it was alleged Coroner Doran
had remarked before the discovery of
the infernal machine that the death of
the men was due to an accident. Later
Coroner Doran explained that al-
though he had spoken of the disas-
ter as an "awful accident" he was
convinced that a terrible crime had
been committed.

Sheriff and Marshal Out. s

Without explanation, and with a
suddenness that has caused great sur-
prise, Sheriff Henry M. Robertson
this afternoon resigned his position,
and Edward Bell was named to suc-
ceed him by the county commission-
ers. Bell is a member of the Citi-
zens' alliapce.

City Marshal O'Connell of Victor
swore in a large number of special
policement to patrol the streets with
shotguns.

Later City Marshal O"Connell was
suspended by Mayor French and Ma-
jor H. A. Naylor was appointed pro-
visional marshal. O'Connell yielded,
although he was strongly urged by
union miners to resist.

Many unknown men have armed
themselves and say they will resist
ivith violence any attempt to run
them out of town, as is proposed.
Detectives have been engaged to sha-
dow the movements of every-prom4-
nent union leader in the camp.

Among the mines that have already
closed down are the Stratton Indepen-
dence, the Last Dollar, .Theresa and
the Shuttloff. These properties em-
ployed nearly 1,000 men.

YOUTHFUL AUTHORS.

Billings Boys Gain Distinction in Art

and Literature,

Although probably unknown to any,
save the members of their own fam-
ilies or their more intimate acquaint-
ances, the fact exists, nevertheless,
that among its juvenile population
Billings can boast of a number of
boys and girls who give every prom-
ise of budding into successful authors
and artists. Two of the boys have re-
ceived recognition of their youthful
talents of which they may well feel
proud. a

St. Nicholias, the popular magazine
for young folks, has established a St.
Nicholas league, membership in which
is open to all children who are read-
ers of the publication. This entitles
them to compete for distinction in art
or literature, their efforts, if of merit
sufficient, being published in the mag-
azine. In addition a "roll of honor"
is maintained, pullished monthly, on
which are inscribed the names or
contributors whose work would have
been used if space had permitted,

and those whose efforts entitle them
to honorable mention and' encourage.
ment.

A league has been organized here
and although it has been in existence
only three months, already the names
of two of its members have,appeared
on the roll of honor. Benson Heger-
man was the first to gain distinction
and Kenneth Connelly is the second.
His contribution consisted of a draw-
ing.

As the names of the two Bililngs
boys were chosen from a list of over
1,200 the merit of their work is made
all the more apparent.

Miss Collins, librarian ot the Parm:
ly Billings Memorial library, was the'
original mover in the organization of
the local league and feels much en.
couraged at the progress her youthful
proteges are making. Regular meet-
ings of the league are held in the
library and she is always present to
advise and encourage its members.

Children of the United States is
the name of a new magazine, which
is published for and by children. All
boys and girls under the ag? of t
are invited to become contributors.
Among the latter are some of this
city and one of them at least has
ability and talent enough to caused
acceptance of his work. Ernest Bish-
op is the fortunate one. In the last
number of the journal a story written
by him was published.

REASONS

Why You Should Subscribe for a
Mutual Telephone.

First-Service unexcelled.
Second-Unlimited service. Char-

ges reasonable.
Third-Individual line service. No

party lines. Ladies will appreciate
this feature, as "state secrets" can'
be talked over phone without every-
one in town hearing you.

Fourth-Poles in alleys. Members
of Civic Improvement league will ap-
preciate this feature, as well as oth-
ers interested in beautifying the city.
No unsightly poles in front of your
house to mar its attractiveness. Your
house will be wired from rear and
wires kept out of view as mach as
possible.

Fifth-See that your phone is con-
nected with wires coming off poles
bearing national colors, red, white and
blue.

Sixth-You are personally interest-
ed in getting the city down to one
exchange. Patronize home institu-
tions. This principle 'builds up your
business and adds value to your prop-
erty.

Seventh-Come in and leave your
application. Our men will install
phone in short order. No contract
with catch clauses to sign.

Get one-of our small 5x7 telephones.
Nice, neat and attractive and an or-
nament to your wall.

Billings Mutual Telephone Co.
Office, 'irst floor Belknap block,

Twenty-eighth street. tf

Railway History.
In 1829, when Robert Stephenson's

engine, the "Rocket," gained the prize
for power and speed awarded by the
directors of an English railway, the
opinion was unanimous that the sum-
mit of engineering skill had been
reached. This engine weighed a trifle
over four tons and with two carriages
weighing nearly ten' tons, an average
speed of 14 miles an hour was at-
tained.

A wonderful development is in evi-
dence at the present day as demon-
strated by the monster engines of the
North-Western line-massive, power-
ful and capable of attaining great
speed. The finest of motive power
and equipment comprise the famous
North-Western Limited-every night
-from Minneapolis and St. Paul to
Chicago.

Notice of Dissolution of Partnership.
The firm heretofore existing under

the name and style of Hall & Christ,
doing business in the city of Billings,
in that certain building situate at
the corner of Minnesota avenue and
Twenty-sixth street in said city,
known at the Little Terrace, is this
day dissolved by mutual consent; H.
H. Hall having purchased the entire
interest of J. A. Christ in. and to the
said business.

J. A. CHRIST.
H. H. HALL.

June 7, 1904. 11-4

Latest styles in Job printing, at
The Gazette office.

WE PAY HIGHEST PRICES FOR SHIPMENTS OF

PELTS AND PULLED WOOL, i
HIDES. FURS, ETC.

Mcliillan Fur & Wool Co.,
Minneapolis, Minn.

Quick Cash Returns Write for Circulars

LATE LOCAL AND' PERSONAL
H; H. Thompson of Lodge Grass

was among today's visitors in the
city. ,

W. L. Hyde and U. .L. Merrill, both
of Bridger, were visitors in the city
yesterday.

Miss; Minta McCall of Big Timber
is visiting at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. F. D. Derby.

Miss Eleanor Hutton departed this
morning for Phillips, Neb., where she
will,visit relatives.
•lAdward Fraser returned this morn-
ing from the Big horn basin, where

he has been on a wool buying trip.
Mrs. Portus Baxter and son and

Miss Cora McCormick have gone to
the Pacific coast to spend the summer.

E. H. Johnson, livestock ag_!t aor
the Northern Pacifi^, was ,n town
yesterday, on his way home from a
visit to Lewistown.4ter more than a week's absence,

spent along the upper Stillwater, the
Honorable J. D. Losekamp returned
this morning, much improved in spir-
_ and body. J
W. E. Hassler, formerly with The

Gazette, but now business manager of
the Livingston Post, was in the city
Sunday in attendance on the Epwort
league convention.

Edward Barras, recently appointed
night ticket agent at the Northern
Pacific station, has resigned. He ex-
pects to leave for the east in a few
days on a business trop.

Doctor Rinehart was a passenger
on this morning's southbound Burling-
ton train, with Toluca as his first
stopping place. Thence he intended
to go the Pryor creet sub-agency.

Judge A. H. Barrett, state treasurer,
arrived from Helena last night and
remained over until this morning,
when he departed for St. Louis. His
sister, who, by the way, is .a Mrs.
Barrett, met him here and proceeded
south with him. Mrs Barrett was in
the city a couple of days, the guest
of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Babcock.

William Miner was sentenced to do
25 days work on the streets by Judge
Mann, yesterday. Miner has been
loafing about the city for sometime
and is regarded with considerable sus-
picion by the police. He was arrest-
ed while supposedly attempting to
pick the pocket of a drunken man.
A charge of disturbing the peace
was entered against him.

Among those arraigned before
Judge Mann this morning was an
elderly man, a visitor in the city,
who was picked up yesterday in a
helplessly drunken condition. When
he faced his honor shame, mortifica-
tion and remorse were written on ev-
ery feature. tie explained that he
was not accustomed to drink and de-
clared that if permitted to go he,
would take a pledge to abstain from
everything bearing the slightest sem-
blance ,to anything intoxicating. Tak-
ing him at 'his word, the court com-
manded him to hold up his right hand
and he was sworn to drink nothing
stronger than tea, coffee or water for
a period of one year. He was then
discharged from custody.

Reward for Dog Poisoner.
Billings, Mont., May 24, 1904.

The undersigned hereby agree to
pay the amounts set opposite our
names, the aggregate of said amounts
to be paid in full to any person or
persons who will procure evidence
sutricient to secure the conviction of
the party or parties who have been
poisoning dogs indiscriminately in the
past six months. This reward stands
good for six months from this date
and it is understood that it is to cover
any offense of the same kind that
may be committed within that period.
J. W . Drake ................. -5U.00
J. C. W est .................... 10.00
Geo. F. Bennighoff- ............ 50.00
Phil Grein .................... 50.00
John D. Losekamp ............ 50.00
C. E. Mowre .................. 25.00
D. J. Staats .................. 10.00
P. M. Gallaher ................ 10.00
J. C. Cashen .................. 5.00
E. S. Holmes ................. 5.00
E. B. Camp .................. 5,00
Thos. Manley ................ 5.00
0. C. Ovren .................. 5.00
Cass Prudhomme ............. 5.00
F. L. Mann .................. 5.00
Cothron & Todd ....... ...... .5.00
W alt. Searles ................ 5.00
J. P. Oberweiser .............. 5.00

Read The Gazette and keep posted
on local happentigs,

LOW PRICED HOUSESu
for Economical People.

Modern Four Room Cottages on the
Installment Plan.

Save Your Money and Buy a Home of Your Own.

A BRAND NEW HOUSE
Of four rooms and pantry, two closets and a

porch, with plenty of ground, on sewer and water.
Everything new and up-to-date--neat, cosy, and
comfortable. You pay a small sum down and the
balance in monthly installments.

Begin now. Do not put it off till tomorrow.
Life is lived but once, and it is lived best when
under your own roof.

Call on us for particulars.

BILLINGS LOAN & TRUST COMPANY.

ETHAN B. RYAN
. LIVE STOCK BROKER *

0 NORTH BL6CK, - BILLINGS, MONTANA 0

0o

0 Offers the Following for Sale :
0 0

Choice Lot of Thoroughbred Hereford Cattle. 00 0
Several Bands of Sheep.

0 A Few Bunches of Range Horses. 0

Several Lots of Range Cattle. $

Finest Hotel in the Yellowstone Valley..

The GPand
Oeo. F. Bennighoff, Prop.

RATES
ON APPLICATIONS. illings, ont

C sELECTRIC LIfillT,
Makes all things Bright New

Things all the time.
Call and see our

NEW STAND LAMPS,
BRACKET LAMPS,.

FANCY SHADES,
S iIALOPHANE GLOBES,

CHANDELIERS,
CURLING IRON HEATERS,

-- AND--
Numerous-Other Novelties.

p\ Call and see us.

D• BILLINGS WATER POWER CO.

JUST ONE
TRAIN.

The St. Louis Special is the only train that
takes you through to the Southeast without a
single change of cars.

All meals are served in dining cars, and you
can ride in a palace sleeper, a tourist-sleeper, or a
comfortable reclining chair-car "as you like it."

P. S.-Three routes East-via Denver, St. Paul and
Billings.

H. HIBSEdUR,
GENERAL AGENT,.

BILLINGS, MO1


