
CASES SET
FOR TRIALN

MEDDLES ENTERS A PLEA OF

NOT GUILTY-TRIAL JAN-

UARY 18.

Si

DIVORCE GRANTED
J

Mrs. Lottie A. Westbrook is Freed n

from Her Husband John T.-As-

sorted Bunch of Burglars and Other

Alleged Criminals to Be Tried This

Month. fi

At the appointed time Jemes Med-

dles was brought from the jail to the

district court room where he entered

a plea of not guilty to the charge of

murder in the first degree by his at-

torney James H. Johnston. Bail was

refused in his case and he was taken

back to his cell. His trial was fixed

for the 18th inst., at 9 a. m.

Judge Loud had quite a busy day

yesterday in examining authorities

presented by counsel in various cases

in support of motions, demurrers, etc.

The sessions of the court were inter-

mittent. Lawyers appeared at numer-

ous intervals and the judge convened

court to hear some brief case, and

then retired to his private room again

to pore over a wagon load of books

that were piled high on his table.

One Divorce Granted.

Lottie A. Westbrook of this city,

was granted a divorce from her hus-

band, John T. Westbrook. The pres-
ent whereabouts of the defendant are

unknown, and he made default in ap-

pearance, which fact was duly record.
ed. Mrs. Westbrook was represented
by H. C. Crippen. She alleged aban.

donment and cruel and inhuman treat-
ment as grounds for her action.
It appears from the record that

Jennie L. Huston and her husband,
Lee Huston, have settled their differ-
ences. Mrs. Huston brought a suit

for divorce some time ago and when

the case was called yesterday it was

dismissed on the motion of the plain-
tiff's attorney.

Cases Set for Trial.

Quite a number of cases were called t

and a day of trial fixed, and several e'

others were dismissed as settled. tl
The case of the state against T. M. O'

Davis was set for trial January 19. R

Davis is charged with burglarizing f
Adams' shooting gallery on Minnesota if
avenue. c'

The case of the state against Frank a
Tohin was set for hearing January 20. 1
Tobin has been in jail several months c
on a charge of destroying a public jail. e
While incarcerated in the city jail he e

is said to have torn out electric light
wiring and kicked a hole in the ceil- n

ing several feet square. o
Ben Balkwell will be tried January b

22 on the charge of assaulting and re-
sisting a public officer. Balkwell is
said to have struck a policeman while t

the latter was attempting to arrest a I
friend of Balkwell's. e

Luther McClanahan, who appropriat-
ed a sum of money belonging to a
guest of the Cottage Inn, last Septem-
ber, and William Moore, whoni Mc-
Clanahan says got away with the en-
tire booty, after assisting to make a
plan whereby the guest could be de-
prived of his money, will both be tried
January 23. This list comprises the
criminal calendar for the term. The
other proceedings had were as follows:

Cliff. Lindsey against J. J. Hopkins
-Dismissed as settled.

L. F. Russell against the Minnesota
and Montana Land and Improvement
company--Default of all the defend-
ants is entered in open court. Proof
is offered by plaintiff and judgment
was rendered for plaintiff.

North Real Estate, Loan and Title
company against the Billings Loan
and Trust company and James R. Goss
and Florence Goss-Demurrer sub-
mitted without argument.

Hackett, Walther & Gates against
W. H. Donovan-demurrer submitted
without argument.

Orville E. Wisdom against John
Kinnick-Trial set for January 27.

Clara Nessler against Fred Nessler
-Default of defendant entered in open
court.

The Knights of the Maccabees
against Clarence M. and Fannie Sack-
ett-Argued and submitted upon

memorandum of authorities.
Josephine Peck against James F.

and Susan O'Meara-Dismissed as set-

tied upon motion of plaintiff.
William D. White and A. V. Card-

well against Fred W. Barlin-Trial set

for January 25.
.LL. Brande against the A. L. Bab-

cook Hardware company-Trial set for

JaauarT 16.
Hugh P. Babcock agalnst*Eben Boa

hart and John H. Reynolds-Dismissed
as settled.

George W. Parks against J. H. Cal-
houn-Trial set for January 24.

John W. Robinson against Mrs. H.
Clark-Order made.. substituting the
North Real Estate, Loan and Title

company as defendant.
J. W. Chapman against Austin

North-Dismissed as settled in open
court.

The Donovan-McCormick company
against J. W. Crosby, jr.-Demurrer
and motion to strike parts of answer

argued by respective counsel and is

submitted to court on citation of auth-
orities.

Martha Davis against Sophia Luke
and others-Default of each and all
defendants entered in open court. T.
J. Bouton testifies for plaintiff. Judg-
ment is rendered for plaintiff.

Gerald M. Fennelle against E. C.
Waters-Demurrer to complaint, here-
in withdrawn and by consent 30 days

is granted to defendant in which to
file answer.

J. M. Conway against Charles Ander-
son-Demurrer sustained. Plaintiff
has 20 days in which to file amended

complaint.

POSTOFFICE 1S
HANDICAPPED

INSUFFICIENCY OF CLERICAL

FORCE THE REASON.

IS FULL MONTH BEHIND

1 Present Force Compelled to Work

Until Midnight-Is no Larger Than

it Was Four Years Ago-Several

Changes Made Recently-Examina-

tion the 17th.

Postmaster Prickett states that he e
is greatly handicapped by lack of suf-
ficient help to transact the business of
the office. Recently he made a re-
quest for two more clerks but instead la
of allowing any additions his inside la
force has been reduced one man, and d
he is in sore straits to transact the
daily routine business of the office.

"We are nearly three months be-
hind with our work," said the post-
master, yesterday, "and more help is
absolutely necessary. At the present
time the clerical force is exactly on
the footing it was four years ago with S
the exception of one more carrier, and d
everyone knows that the population c'
that does business with the Billings iv
office has almost, if not quite doubled o
within that time. Some relief is af- l
forded us by the time-saving conven-
iences furnished in the new office as
compared with the old place, but we
are short of clerks for inside work.
During the holidays our force was
compelled to work until midnight
every night, in order to take care of 6
each day's business as it came in." s

For the reasons mentioned the post- $
master has not yet been able to make $
out and submit his annual report and
he is uncertain as to the time that he c
will have the report completed.

Quite a number of changes have E
taken place in the force within the
past ten days, and several of the new
employes are not acquainted with the
details of the work as yet. Roy I
Noyes, son of H. A. Noyes the lawyer, I
has succeeded Mrs. Cora Snyder as (
general delivery clerk. Mrs. Snyder 1
is still in the office teaching Mr. Noyes e
the "tricks of the trade," however. He
is, at the present time, an emergency c
clerk, not yet having passed the civil
service examination for the position.
I. E. Beeman, who has been one of the
day clerks since he entered the office
was put in as night clerk a few days
ago. Lawrence Scorm, who has been
a a carrier for several months resigned

t few days ago and has been succeed-
1- ed by an emergency carrier in the per-
f son of F. T. Hacker. On the 17th inst.

it an examination for clerk and carrier,
of which there are three positions to

e be filled in the local office, will be con-

.n ducted by C. W. Bishop, secretary of

3 the Billings civil service commission,
b- assisted by A. M. Lane, assistant sec-

retary. Mr. Bishop stated yesterday
st that already eight applicants for the
,d examination had filed their papers and

that several more were talking of
in going into the contest. The examina-

tion is for the purpose of filling posi-
er tions in the local office only.

BRIGHT VIEW TAKEN.

as
k- French Official Opinion Optimistic Re-

?n garding Moroccan Situation.

Paris, Jan. 4.-A portion of the
F. French delegation to the Moroccan
At- conference starts for Algeria next

Monday, as it is now considered set-
d- tied that the sessions will open Janu-
et ary 16.

Despite the wave of pessimism con
Lb- cerning a possible Franco-German
or deadlock at the conference, French of-

ficial opinion considers the situation
)- as materially improved.

HE TAKES H

HIS SEAT L
ni

ha
AFTER LONG WAIT LA FOLLETTE ,c

IS SWORN AS WISCONSIN cC

SENATOR.

SPOONER GRACIOUS
ai

sf

Senior Escorts Junior Into Senate B

Chamber and to Vice President's M
Desk-Neither Manifests Signs of

Feeling Existing Between Them. tl

[By Associated Press]

Washington, Jan. 4.-After waiting h
for almost a year, Robert M. LaFol-
lette appeared in the senate when it b
reconvened today, after the holiday re-

cess, to claim his seat as a senator p
from Wisconsin, and the oath of office a
was administered to him by Vice Pres-
ident Fairbanks. e

The ceremony was witnessed by a
crowded gallery, which manifested
much interest in the proceedings. This
interest was greatly heightened by
the fact that LaFollette was escorted
into the senate chamber and to the

vice president's desk by Spooner, be-
tween whom and LaFollette there has
been in recent years a difference of
opinion, as to party and public pol-
icies, amounting to personal antagon-
ism. Neither senator displayed any
k trace of such feeling today.

Mrs. LaFollette was among the

I spectators of her husband's initiation
into his new sphere of public duty.

A resolution calling for information
concerning the status of affairs in

Santo Domingo was presented by
Tillman, who made an unsuccessful
effort to secure immediate considera-
tion of it.

Gallinger had expected to open the
debate on the Merchant marine ship-
ping bill today, but when the bill was
laid before the senate he asked to be

e excused from talking until next Mon-

day, when the bill will be formally
e taken up as unfinished business.

FOR MINNESOTA'S BENEFIT. pi

[By Associated Press] al

Washington, Jan. 4-Representative al

Steenerson of Minnesota today bitro- el
duced a bill providing that the pro- th
ceeds from the sales of public lands in th
Minnesota be used for the purpose
of draining and reclaiming swamp de
lands in that state. ti

tl

PRODUCE AND MONEY MARKETS. ft

[By Associated Press) a

St. Paul Livestock. a

St. Paul, Jan. 4.-Cattle-Receipts p
600. Strong to steady. Grain fed d

steers, $3.50@5.50; cows and heifers,
$2.30@4.25; stockers, $2@3.50; calves, a

$3@5.50. a
Hogs-Receipts 3,500. Five to 10

cents higher. Hogs, $4.90@5.10.
Sheep-Receipts none. Steady.

Sheep, $5@6.50; lambs, $4.50@66.75.

Chicago Livestock.
Chicago, Jan. 4.-Cattle-Receipts

8,500. Market 10 cents higher. Com-
mon to prime steers, $3.25@6.25;
cows, $2.90@4.40; heifers, $2.25@5;
bulls, $2@4.10; calves, $2.50@8.85;
stockers and feeders, $2.40@4.25.

Hogs-Receipts 26,000. Market 10
cents higher. Choice to prime heavy,
$5.25@5.35; medium to good heavy,
$5.20@5.25; packing, $5@5.20. I

Sheep- Receipts 14,000. Best
strong, others weak. Sheep, $4.50@6;
yearlings, $6@6.85; lambs, $7.25@
7.80.

Omaha Livestock.
Omaha, Jan. 4.-Cattle- Receipts

2,500. Strong to 10 cents higher. Na-
tive steers, $2.40@4.25; canners, $1.25

@2.50; stockers and feeders, $2.50@
4.10; calves, $3@6; bulls and stags,
$2@3.50.

Hogs-Receipts 6,200. Five to 10
cents higher. Bulk of sales $5@5.15.

Sheep-Receipts 6,000. Lambs, $7
@7.50; sheep, $4.75@6.25.

Wheat.
Duluth, Jan. 4.-Closed to arrive:

No. 1 northern, 84; No. 2 northern,
81%. On track: No. 1 northern, 84;
No. 2 northern, 81%; May, 86%; July,
87%.

Chicago, Jan. 4.-Closed: May 88%;
July, 84%.

Minneapolis, Jan. 4.-Closed: May,
e ]6%; July, 87%@%; No. 1 hard, 84%;
a No. 1 northern, 84%; No. 2 northern,

t 81%.

New York Money.
New York, Jan. 4.-Money on call

firm at 8 to 25 per cent; ruling rate 15
a to 16 per cent; closing bid 5, offered
r. at 8 per cent. Time loans firm; 60

a days, and 90 days, 6%@7 per cent; 6

months, 6 per cent.

SHORT BUT SWEET.

Haverly's Mastodons Gave Excellent
obut Curtailed Show.

Another record audience, the fourth
within three weeks, greeted Haverly's
minstrels at the local opera house last
night.

The performance was all that could
have been desired except that it was
cut considerably. The company was
compelled to get out of town on train

No. 4, and therefore the programme
was limited to two hours. The whole

thing was over at 10:15 and the train

being 30 minutes late the company
was given ample time to prepare for
its flight eastward. The respective
numbers were so very good that the
audience would gladly have stayed to
see more of it. Billy Pearl and Billy
Beard, who are comparatively new to Tv
minstrel fame, proved equal to the oc-
casion as end men. Very few of their

jokes were of the chestnutty order and
they made barrels of fun for the aud-
ience. The vocalists Were especially

good, George Martin possessing one of
the best tenor voices that has been
heard in this city for some ,time.

The second part of the programme
was where the most cutting was done,
but what there was of it was above o
par. Marion and Pearl, the talking lo:
acrobatic comedians, were irresistable
and Garden and Somers are undoubt- C

edly the princes of xylophonists. Their V!

Suppe number, assisted by the very or

excellent orchestra, was a fine effort.

Marseillers was one of the best contor- w
tionists ever seen here and he perform- re
ed a number of entirely new and thrill- tb
ing tricks. Billy Beard's monologue
and song were great from a humorous I
standpoint and the moonlight scene
on the Suwanee river was very pretty f
indeed. A fine band accompanies the

organization and two grand street i
concerts were given that were highly

e.'ioyed by hundreds of people. c

e FOR HANDLING LIVESTOCK. q

Better Plans Will Be Introduced by p
a Western Railroads. p

n In a recent interview officials of the

Y Great Northern and Northern Pacific
ii railways expressed themselves as

- being determined, during the year that

has just opened, to make a great many
ie improvements in the service given in C

P- Montana.
Is In the season that is just past they

e found themselves absolutely unable to
1- secure cars sufficient to handle the

Ly stock business with any satisfaction to

their patrons or themselves. They
propose, before another stock ship-
ping season comes on, to reorganize
this branch of the traffic and secure an I
abundance of stock cars, setting aside, I

re also, certain days for shipping when
o- everything will be prepared to rush
o- the shipment through to market with

in the minimum of delay.
se The officials of the Great Northern

ap declared that they expected construc-

tion work to proceed without delay on
the Billings-Great Falls line, and said

8, furthermore that the improvements
projected for' the stock shipping busi-
ness would apply on the Burlington
also. The companys expect to pay es-

)ts pecial attention to Montana's traffic

ed during the doming season, and use

rs their advertising resources to direct

attention to the superior opportunities
afforded by the rich land of Montana

10 for agricultural development.

CHAMBERLAIN HOOTED,

Exponent of New Fiscal Policy Ac-

corded Shabby Treatment at Meet-

ing He Attempts to Address.

[By Associated Press]

London, Jan. 4.-The political cam-

paign is now warming up. Already a
number of disorderly meetings have
been reported and tonight, when

Joseph Chamberlain attempted to
address a mass meeting at Derby in

support of the unionist candidates, he
was hooted down from the beginning
and was unable to secure a hearing.

Sir Henry Bellrose, a prominent cit-

izen of Derby, appealed to the audi-

ence to give Mr. Chamberlain an op-

portunity to outline his views.
Mr. Chamberlain, who was evident-

ly enraged, again arose and said he

was mistaken in appealing to the in-

telligence of the people of Derby.
This caused renewed uproar and

though Chamberlain fought hard, he
was unable to overcome the opposi-

tion and his voice failing, he retired
amid continued uproar.

WANTED IN COLORADO.

Denver, Colo., Jan. 4.-Sheriff Ed-

ward Bell of Teller county. Colorado,

today telegraphed the sheriff at Cald-

well, Idaho, requesting him to hold

the prisoner indentified as Harry Or-

chard, he having a warrant charging
him with murder committed in Cripple

Creek, Colo., should the charge of com-

plicity in the assassination of former

Governor Steunenberg of Idaho not

be pressed against him.
Orchard is accused of having blown

up the Independence station, June 6,
1904, and killing 14 non-union miners.

co

KILLED IN
on

COAL MINE H

cr

EXPLOSION OF GAS IS FOLLOWED al

BY HEAVY LOSS OF

LIFE.
LI

ONLY ONE FOUND

Twenty Dead Bodies Still Remain il:
In Workings Where Disaster Occur- G

red-Rescuing Parties at Work c!

Looking for the Dead-Shock Felt e

for Long Distance. c

ti

[By Associated Press] h

Bluefield, W. Va., .Ian. 4-Twenty- a

one miners were killed in an explos- 14

ion of mine gas in the shaft of the a

Cooper Mine company of Coaldale, W.

Va., at noon today. Up to midnight p

only one body had been recovered

Immediately following the explosion a
which was heard for several miles,
rescue parties set to work to explore
the wrecked shaft.

Coaldale is a mining town situated
on the line of the Norfolk & Western
railway and is 15 miles west of Blue-

field. It is in Mercer county and wire
facilities are inadequate. The explos-
ion was of terrible force and caused i

great excitement in the surrounding
country, many believing an earth-
quake had occurred.

Fans, mining cars and most of the 1
r property used in the mine are sup-

posed to have been blown to pieces.

VICTIM OF BOMB FIENDS
a Chief of Police in Russian Polish

Town Frightfully Injured and Wife

Killed.

e
y [By Associated Press]

St. Petersburg, Jan. 4.-Dispatches

;e from Taganrog and Rostoff on the Don

,n report continued fighting in the revo-
e, lutionary movement in which several

n persons have been killed or wounded.
1h At Radom, in Russian Poland, a
;h bomb was thrown at the chief of

police, while he was walking in the
-n street with his wife. The latter was

c. killed and the chief was terribly in-
in jured, both of his legs being torn off

Id by the explosion.
ts Some bystanders also were injured.

)n AN IOWA SHERMAN.

)0-
Ic After Implicating Another Murderer

se Confesses He Alone is Guilty.

ct Marshalltown, Iowa, Jan. 4.-Will-
es iam Conn, who was indicted jointly
aa with Roy Hull for the killing of Daniel

Leary at Tama, the night of November
17, will not be tried for murder.9 Late yesterday afternoon young
Hull, who pleaded guilty and impli-
cated Conn as an accomplice in the
crime, made a confession to the

k. sheriff in which he exonerated Conn

et- from any share in the murder. He

stated that he alone was responsible
for the murder and that Conn knew
nothing about the crime until after it

was committed.
Conn's trial had been set for Jan-

uary 8, but it is now believed he will
Im- be discharged. Hull will be senten
a ced on that day. He made his plea

ve at the December term, but sentence
Len was deferred, as the court wished tc

to know the result of the case againsi

in Conn before determining what the

he punishment should be. It is said
ing

BILLINGS LUMBER CO.
NORTH 27 STREET (Old Burlington Freight Depot)

Building Material of Every Description.
Agents for Carney Coal.

RIGHT PRICES.

H. J. THOMPSON, Manager.

Finest. 0lotel in the Yellowstone Valley ...

The Grand
Geo. F. Bennighoff, Prop.

RATES N. 6 ng1 , 0ont
ON APPLICATION. illing5, mont

Conn would have been able to prove a
complete alibi.

Daniel Leary was found murdered
on the night of September 17 at Tama.

He had been waylaid while on his

way from the paper mill, where he
was foreman of the cutter department.
Hull is said to have committed the
crime from a spirit of revenge for an
alleged abuse.

FIGHT IN CHAPEL.

Lively Bout Between Mexican and

American Youths.

Guadalajara, Mexico, Jan. 4-In the
chapel of the Institute Colon, a Meth-
odist college of this city, where re-

ligious services are held several times
each week, an audience of 500 per-
sons was treated to the fiercest pug-
ilistic exhibition ever witnessed in

Guadalajara. Gustarvo Garmendia, a
cadet from the Mexican military acad-

emy at Chapultepec, and Robert Al-
bin, an Americann boy from San Fran-
cisco, fought three fast rounds, and
when time was called at the end of

the third round the cadet was "all in"
His face was covered with blood and
he was so weak that he had to be
assisted from the chapel. The Amer-
ican boy's face was also bloody, but he
was in good condition at the finish.

The fight came as a complete sur-

prise. The programme announced
that Garmendia and Albin would en-

gage in a friendly sparring exhibition
as the concluding feature of an even-

ing entertainment. The exhibition

would have been of a friendly char-

acter, as intended, had not Garmendia,
seeing an opportunity to land on his

opponent early in the first round, sent

a vicious blow that split the lip of the

American. With this blow the spar-

ring contest became a fight, and both
men fought as though they were bat-

tling for championship honors. The

SMexican showed gameness, but he was

no match for the American. In the
third round Albin floored the cadet

several times. The people present

caught the spirit of the Bontest and

crowded around the improvised ring.

Americans yelled with delight over the

success of Albin, and Mexicans shout-

ed advice and words of encourage-
ment to the Chapultepec man.

h The teachers of the Methodist col-

lege and the Methodist ministers here
are greatly distressed over the fact

that a prize fight occurred in the chap-
el of the institution.

S OF SLIGGT ACCOUNT
11 President Zelaya Wires to Associated

Press Concerning Earthquake in

A Nicaragua.

Le

n. New York, Jan. 4.-The following
,i has been received from General Zel-

aya, president of Nicaragua:

d. "Managua Nicaragua, Thursday, Jan.

4, 7:45 p. m.-To the Associated Press:
Earthquake at Maysaya of slight im-

portance. Nobody killed. A few
er buildings ruined."

"Jose Santos Zelaya, president."

ly HIS TIME DRAWS NEAR
er

Gaovernor Higgins Refuses Reprieve
li- for Patrick to Permit Appeal to

he United States Supreme Court.

he
an
le

le Albany, N. Y., Jan. 4-Governor Hig-

ew gins today announced that he would

it deny the application for a repreive for

Albert T. Patrick, the lawyer who is
zn- confined in Sing Sing prison under sen-

rll tence to dia January 25 for the mur-
en- der of the ag-d mi'l baire Wilian-
lea Marsh Rice... The application was
Ie made to enable Patrick's attorneys to

to examine the 6,000 pages of testimony
nst taken at the trial, in order to perfect

the an appeal to the United States su-

aridpreme court.
.... m


