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BIG STRIKE
IS LIKELY

ACTION THAT MAY PROVE FAR

REACHING TAKEN BY COAL

MINERS' CONVENTION.

REFUSE TO SIGN

Operatives of Central Competitive Dis-

trict Reject Operators' Ultimatum-

Anticipating Serious Trouble Meet-

ing Takes Steps to Double Amount

Now in Treasuries of Organization.

[By Associated Press]
Indianapolis, Feb. 1.-Rejection of

the counter proposition offered by the
coal operators of the central compet,
itive district by an almost unanimous
vote of the national convention of the
United Mine Workers and adoption of
a resolution offered by Secretary W.
D. Ryan of Illinois, placing the miners
on record as refusing to sign an agree-
ment for the mining district until the
agreement was signed for all districts,
has created a situation which may re-
sult in the disruption of the joint
agreement and possibly one of the
greatest strikes of organized labor the
country has ever known.

The action was taken during the
session of the miners' national conven-
tion which was called to order after
the joint scale committee reported
that it had been unable to reach an
agreement on any of the principal
questions.

F. L. Robbins of Pittsburg told Pres-
ident Mitchell that the operators had
no further proposition, concluding his
remarks with the statement that I1
there was to be an interruption of the
joint agreement he wished the respon-
sibility to be placed upon the miners.

The operators' ultimatum provided
for the signing for another year of the
present wage scale, with certain modi-
flcations to reimburse the Illinois
operators for the expense incurred
under the "shot firers" bill now effect-
Ive in that state.

Much enthusiasm was manifested in

the convention, but the big step was
taken will all due gravity. Voices
were heard counseling further consul-
tation with the operators, but these
same voices acknowledged that little
could be expected from such confer-
ence, and declared their constituents
willing to abide by the verdnct of the
convention.

Immediately following the rejection
of the operators' proposal the conven-

tion set about to provide a fund of

$6,500,000, in addition to a like amount
now in the treasuries of the miner's

organizations. Then, as if to set an

irrevocable seal upon their position,

the national convention adjourned.

URGED TO STAND PAT

Senators Dolliver and Clapp Have

Conference With President on Sub-

ject of Rate Legislation.

[By Associated Press]
Washington, Feb. 1.-Senators Dol-

liver and Clapp, authors of one of sev-

eral bills for regulations of railroad

rates now pending in the senate, today

conferred with President Roosevelt on

the general subject rate legislation

and prospects for favorable action on

an administration measure.

The president took the position that

there should be no compromise with

the opponents of such legislation and

urged the senators to "stand pat" for

a bill that contains the chief provis-

ions of the Hepburn house bill or their

bill now before the senate committee

on interstate commerce.

MANY WILL BE PRESENT.

Large Number Preparing to Attend

King Christian's Funeral.

[By Associated Press]
Copenhagen, Feb. i.-It is now said

that the funeral of King Christian

will take place February 14 or 15.

All rooms in the hotels have already
been reserved for innumerable repre-
sentatives of foreign states, tourists

and relatives.
The last farewell took place at noon

today, after which the coffin was clos-
ed.

STEAMER FIRED ON.

German Vessel Reports An Unusual

Experience at Sea.

[By Associated Press]
Leith, Scotland, Feb. 1.-The Ger-

man steamer Gemma, which arrived
here today in ballast, reports that she
was fired on by the crew of a schooner
of unknown nationality in Categat, a
large arm of the North sea, as 9
o'clock of the night of January 27.

Rifle shots were fired at a distance
of a ship's length and the first mate
of the Gemma, who was on the bridge,
was wounded. The mate says that he
could distinctly hear the crew of the
schooner shouting and that he be-
lieves the language used was Finnish,
Swedish or Russia.

Altogether half a dozen shots were
fired, after which the schooner sailed
to the southward. The steamer made
no attemp to stop her.

COMPLETES ITS ORGANIZATION.

National Livestock Association Elects

Remaining Officers and Adjourns.

[By Associated Press]
Denver, Colo., Feb. 1.-Organization

of the National Livestock association
was completed today by the election
of the officers named by the executive
committee as follows:

Secretary, T. W. Tomkinson, Den-
ver; treasurer, W. E. Hughes, Denver;
attorney, Sam H. Cowan, Fort Wort
Texas.

After adopting several resolutions
including one indorsing the Hepburn
rate bill and another pledging the as-
sociation's support to President Roose-
velt in his forestery reserve plan, and
listening to speeches on railroad leg-
islation the convention adjourned.

GUAM SWEPT
BY TYPHOON

STORM DOES IMMENSE AMOUNT

OF DAMAGE.

HEAVY SWELL FOLLOWS

Sea Floods Shores and Adds to Havoc

of Wind's Working-Government

Works Seriously Injured-Japanese

Schooner Wrecked.

[By Associated Press]
Agana, Guam, Nov. 27, via San

Francisco, Calif., Feb. i.-One of the
severest typhoons in the history of
the island visited Guam November
7-8. The unprecedented amount of 31
inches of rain fell within 24 hours.

For four days following the typhoon,
a tremendous swell set in from west-
ward, breaking over barrier reefs, in-
undating the shores and causing de-
struction equal if not greater than
that of the typhoon. Roads, bridges

and wharves were demolished.
Beacons, buoys and day marks of

all descriptions in the harbor of Apra
were carried away. The Passo De
Susana, a promenade recently con-
structed in Agana at much expense,
was washed completely away. Light-
ers and boats were stranded or swept
to sea. The whole snore line was
moved back toward the city many
yards. The government agricultural
experiment station, saw mill, ice
plant and other shops, as well as the
streets 6f Agana were submerged.
Fortunately for the natives the great-

er part of their crops of rice had been
harvested. But cocoanut trees have
suffered severely.

The islands of Saipan, Oota and Ti-
nian bore the brunt of the gale. The
yapanese schooner Garupan lies a
wreck high and dry upon Saipan.

COAL MINE EXPLOSION.

One Man Dead with Probability of
Many More.

[By Associated Press]
Bluefield, W. Va., Feb. 1.-A report

has just reached here of an explosion
this afternoon in what is called the
"Ball Knob" mine, No. 2, one of the

operations of the Red Jacket Coal and

Coke company, near Delorme, Mingo
county.

Up to 7 30 o'clock this evening one
miner was already dead and three

others seriously injured had been tak-
en out of the shaft.

A force of men was at work in the

mine at the time of the explosion
and it is feared that many other vic-
tims will be found.

Further details are unobtainable at
this time.

FIRE ABOARD
A TRANSPORT

Flames in Hold of Meade Loaded
with Troops.

THREE KILLED MANY HURT

Vessel Ready to Sail for Manila Nar-
rowly Escapes Destruction.

[By Assooiated Press]

San Francisco, Feb. 1.-Three lives

were lost and 55 persons injured, none
fatally, in a fire which was discovered'

late last night in the hold of the Uni-

ted States transport Meade.

The transport was to have sailed

for Manila today with more than 1,000

soldiers and a cargo of 3,000 tons of

army supplies. The vessel is lying at

the Folsom street dock, and despite
the efforts of the city fire department,
which promptly came to the aid of
the officers and crew, the fire was not
entirely extinguished until- 4 o'clock
this morning.

The dead are:
Captain Charles Dakin, of fire en-

gine company No. 4; 'fell unconscious
into the water in the hold and was
drowned.

Hoseman Thomas Hennessy of en-
gine No. 4; suffocated while fighting
fire in the hold.

Third Officer George Wallace of the
transport Meade; suffocated while
climbing a ladder from the hold and
fell back unconscious, dying a short
time later.

The fact that the vessel was on fire
was first discovered by a painter on
the main deck. 'He rushed to Master-
at-arms Morris, who gave the alar~n
and aroused Sailing Master Wilson.
Alarms were then hurriedly turned in
from boxes in the vidinity.

Deeds of thrilling heroism marked
the fire. Captain George Wilson of
the Meade fell down a hatchway and
lay crippled and unconscious with an
injured shoulder.

Chief Officer Lasak and others of
the crew threw themselves down into
the hold and managed to struggle
back out of the pit of death bearing
Wilson, who was removed to a berth
out of reach of the flames and there at-
tended to.

Lasak himself was rescued from
death by Joseph Cook of truck No. 1
and an unknown man, both of whom
took their lives in their hands. J. H.
Dale, of the United States transport
service was overcome and injured
while trying to save Third Officer
Wallace from the fate that overtook
him.

ARE CONSIDERING UNIFORMITY
IN INSURANCE LEGISLATION

Chicago, Feb. 1.-Four governors,

representatives from 32 states, mem-

bers of the state insurance commis-

sioners' conference on uniform legis-
lation, and representatives of the Na-

tional Underwriters' association were
recognized as duly accredited dele-
gates to the national insurance con-
vention called by Insurance Examiner
Thomas E. Drake at the ipstance of
President Roosevelt, whicl convened
in the banquet hall of the Palmer
house here today.

Discussion of the deferred dividend
system of life insurance occupied the

Fear of an explosion prevailed but
this did not deter the firemen, who
kiiew that there was a large quantity
of ammunition on board. Eighty thou-
sand dollars in gold, being carried as
military treasure to Manila, was res-
cued from the ship and guarded by
soldiers. Lines of soldiers also
guarded the entrance to the dock.

Captain Dakin lost his life because
of his unflinching resolution and
dauntless courage in fighting the fire.
His body was found at the foot of a
ladder and carried out. Other fire-
men stated that Dakin had come out
of the hold alie after entering it, and
it is believed that, enfeebled as he was
by his first attempt, he still manfully
rushed back to the place of danger. It
is thought he may have been drowned
in the hold.

The cause of the fire is unknown, al
though many theories have been ad-
vanced.

Major Devol, chief of the transport
service here, is making an investiga-
tion. A rumor that the fire was part
of a plot to blow up the Meade has
found no confirmation.

The surprising fact developed late
today that the property loss amounted
to only $25. This was the estimate
made by Major Devol. When the
water has been pumped from the hold
and the debris removed it was ascer-
tained that the fire had been con-
fined to a space about six feet square.
There was very little flame, the fire
being of the smouldering variety that
emitted great volumes of smoke.
There were fears that some of the of-
ficers' effects had been destroyed, but
investigation showed these goods to
be safe.

It is believed by some of the officers
that the fire was due to spontaneous
combustion of gun, oil and cotton
Rifles were in the vicinity of the fire
and it is thought that after cleaning
the weapons the men had carelessly
tossed the oil soaked waste into a
heap.

A board of inquiry has been appoint-
ed to make investigation.

It is thought by officers of the trans-
port service that the Meade will sail
for Manila Sunday.

attention of the delegates and at the
close of the afternoon session that
topic ogether with a number of others
to come before the body were referred
to a committee. No action of a decis-
ive nature was taken. The conven-
tion hopes to conclude its work to-
morrow night.

The report of the committee on per-
manent organization was presented by
A. I. Vorys of Ohio, naming Governor
John A. Johnson of Minnesota as
chairman and Frederick H. Nash of
Massachusetts as secretary. The re-
port was adopted.

Governor Johnson in taking the

chair spoke briefly, expressing hope
that the action of the convention
might have the effect of restoring con-
fidence in relation to insurance mat-
ters throughout the country.

"If we shall place one wise law upon
the statute books of this union, one
wise law that will insure to the com-
mon good," he said, "this meeting will
not have been held in vain."

TREASURY STATEMENT.

Great Deficit of Year Ago Almost
Near Vanishing Point.

[By Associated Press]
Washington, Feb. 1.-The monthly

statement of government receipts and
expenditures issued today shows a con-
dition of the treasury which is emi-
nently satisfactory to the officials.

One year ago today there was a de-
ficit of over $28,500,000, which has
now been reduced to less than $3,400,-
000, with the prospect that this
amount will be entirely wiped out
within the next 30 days.

VERDICT PROVES POPULAR.

Acquittal of Alleged Patricide Follow-
ed by Demonstration.

[By Associated Press]
Marietta, Ohio, Feb. 1.-A demon-

stration attended the acquittal of Ed-
die Uhl of the murder of his father
here today. Many persons grasped
his hand and some even kissed Uhl,
who had gained his freedom after
one of the most sensational and mys-
tifying cases ever tried here. s'riends
then escorted him from the court
room.

The jury was out 19 hours.

SWIFT PROVES
COOL WITNESS

NOT EMBARRASSED BY MORRI-

SON'S RIGID EXAMINATION.

A LITTLE SHY ON FACTS

Cannot Say Whether He Owns Stock

In Now Famous Kenwood Company

-Furthermore Ignorant Concerning

Manner Federal Agents Secured

Certain Information.

[By Associated Press]
Chicago, Feb. 1.-Cross examination

of Edward F. Swift occupied almost
the entire day in the packers case.
District Attorney Morrison delivered
his question with the speed of a rapid
fire gun, but did not succeed at any
time in embarrassing the witness, who
considered each reply carefully.

The witness declared that Commis-
sioner Garfietld was given all informa-
tion he asked for, but several times
admitted that he could not tell wheth-
er certain specific information had
been given government agents.

Swift testified that he did not know
whether he was a stockholder in the
Kenwood company, a concern which
the government declares was formed
to control the output of by-products.

His attorneys asserted that the Ken-
wood company was not in business at
the time mentioned by District Attor-
ney Morrison, and the latter declared
with much energy that he would show
that the Kenwood company was in op-
eration at the time the indictment
against the packers was returned.

Other witnesses were Louis F.
Swift, president of Swift & Co., and
Jesse P. Lyman of Boston, former
president of the National Packing
company. The testimony of neither
was sensational.

Lyman was still on the stand when
court adjourned.

METCALF ORDERS INQUIRY.
[By Associated Press]

Washington, Feb. 1.-Secretary
Metcalf of the department of com-
merce and labor late this afternoon
ordered a thorough and searching in-
vestigation of the Valencia wreck off
Vancouver, and the conduct of the of-
ficers and crew of that ship, as well
as the officers of the steamers Topeka
and Queen, which went to the assis-
tance of the disabled vessel.

FATAL BOILER EXPLOSION.
[By Associated Press]

Hamlin, W. Va., Feb. 1.-Three men

were killed instantly and a fourth was
so seriously injured that he died later,
by the explosion of a boiler in a saw-
mill plant today at Twelve-mile creek,
about 40 miles south of here. It Is
thought the explosion was due to in-
sufficient water in the boiler.

WILL START
THE GRADE

CONTRACTOR HAS ORDERS TO

MOVE TO BILLINGS IN

THE SPRING.

ON ROAD TO NORTH
Weiss Bros., Now Engaged on Bur-

lington Grading in Wyoming Order-

ed to Move Here as Soon as Pos-

sible-Will Come in a Month.

William Weiss of the firm of Weiss

Bros., contractors of Carbon county

who did the grading of the Bear Creek

railroad, was in the city yesterday.

Mr. Weiss' outfit is now at work on

a sub-contract on the Burlington's

line that is projected to run from

Frannie to Worland, Wyo. He stated

here yesterday that he is sub-contract-

ing under the Guthrie's and he had

received orders from that firm to get

in readiness to move his teams and

men directly to Billings as soon as he

completed his Wyoming work.' He

expects to finish his Burlington con-

tract by March 1, and he will then
come here and begin the work of
grading for the Great Falls line, hav-
ing been awarded the first 20 miles
of work out of Billings. He says that
the other contractors who are work-
ing in Wyoming have received the
same kind of orders, but he expects
to finish his work in advance of any
of the others, and will consequently be
the first contractor to work on the
line out of this city.

Work is being rushed forward as
rapidly as possible on the survey work
for the Great Falls line. Five l•a

B
ftf6

are in the field and much is being
accomplished every day. Within the
past two days C. R. Taft of St. Paul,
chief engineer of the Great Northerni
railway, has been in this city con-
fering with Mr. Reed, the engineer inf
charge of the survey work on the
southern division of the line. He also
spent some time at Great Falls with
the engineer in charge of that end of
the work, and in addition visited the
most important points on the pro-
posed line.

CONTINUE TO RESIST

French Catholics Still Opposing Gov-

ernment Inventory of Property in

Their Churches-Force Is Used.

[By Associated Press]
Paris, Feb. 1.-Everywhere in

France the actual putting into opera-
tion of the clause of the church and
state separation bill which provides
for the making of inventories of prop-
erty of the churches has aroused a
storm of protests.

In several provincial parishes Ro-
man Catholics have gathered in the
churches and made such strong resist-
ance that the government commis-
sioners were unable to enter the edi-
fices, also in Paris today in several
churches, notably those of St. Roche
and St. Clothilde. An inventory of the
property of the church of St. Roche
has not been made, owing to the op-
position of the congregation, but the

defenders of the church of St. Clo-

thilde succumbed before the energetic
assault of an armed torce, which act-
ed on the avowed intention of the

government to use every means at its

disposal to compel obedience to the
enactment.

In the chamber of deputies this af-
ternoon Premier Rouvier's reply to an

interpellation on the subject by a
socialist deputy, M. Allard, was given
amid great uproar. The government,
however, secured a vote of confidence
by 384 against 166, after the premier

had assured the chamber tuat the

government was desirious of using
tact and moderation in carrying out
the law, but that it was fully deter-

mined to perform its duties, no mat-
ter what the cost.

MONTANA WEATHER.

[By Associated Press]
Washington, Feb. 1.-Fair FrI 4

and Saturday.


