
ACTIVE WORK
TO START SOON

CONTRACTS FOR BILLINGS-GREAT

FALLS ROAD LET.

DIRT WILL BE FLYING

High Officials Say Construction Work

Will Begin as Soon as Examination

of Surveys is Completed-Milwau-

kee Gets the "Jaw Bone"-Race for

Mail Contract.

Word comes from Lewistown, where

high officials of the Great Northern
have been this week, that the con-
tracts for the building of the Great

Northern's 'Billings-Great Falls exten-
sion, have already been let and that
the work of actual construction will

commence as soon as the examination
of the survey is completed.

This means that dirt will soon be
flying and would seem to remove any
possible doubt as to the building of the

road which means so much to the fut-
ure prosperity of Billings and of Mon-
tana.

Chief Engineer A. H. Hogeland, Con-
struction Engineer R. E. Taft and

Field Engineer W. C. Smith, who have
been going over the survey, left the
irst of this week for Garniel to com-
plete the examination of the survey.
The party has already examined a
large portion of the survey and at
Lewistown expressed themselves as
being entirely satisfied with the re-
sult of their examinations. They an-
ticipated that the rest of the survey
would be equally satisfactory and in-
timated thaot the work would accord-
ingly commence as soon as they had
completed their work which will not
necessarily take long.

Build to Kendall.
In view of the importance of Lewis-

town and of the new mining camp of
Kendall, it is confidently expected and
almost authoritatively reported that
the Great Northern will extend branch
lines to both points.

A correspondent who has sent out
a report from Lewistown to the effect
that the Milwaukee will take over the
Great Northern's survey evidently had
his wires crossed. There is nothing
in the railroad situation to give cor-
roboration to such a report and the
story is apparently based on a suppo-
sition existing alone in the mind of
the correspondent.

As the open season of spring ap-
proaches, indications increase that the
coming season will witness an ac-
tivity in railway construction never
before paralleled in this section of the
United States.

Cumulative evidence establishes be-
yond doubt that the Milwaukee will
build through to the coast across Mon-
tana and the details of the route will
soon be known and seem to be deter-
mined already.

Takes Over "Jaw Bone."
Chicago is the source of a seeming-

ly responsible story to the effect that
the Milwaukee has already acquired
possession of the Montana Central,
known as the "Jawbone," and will use
that road as a part of their line
across the state. The road runs from
Lewistown to Lombard. In corrobora-
tion of this report comes the further
one that R. A. Harlow, president of
the Montana road, has been added to
the board of directors of the Milwau-
kee.

According to the Chicago story
which is along the lines of reports al-
ready published, the Milwaukee will
start from Evarts, S. D., and will fol-
low along the route of the Grand riv-
er across to the southwestern portion
of North Dakota, reaching Miles City.
Whether it will touch Billings remains
to be seen, but the accepted opinion
in railroad circles is that it will con-
nect with the "Jawbone" near Harlow-
town and will use that road as far as
Lombard and will then go on to Butte
and Helena.

The present time between Minne-
apolis and Portland is 72 hours. The
proposed route of the Milwaukee will
shorten the distance by 200 miles and
would probably reduce the time by
eight hours, a very considerable ab-
breviation of the schedule.

Active in Wyoming.
From the south also comes railroad

news of immense importance to Bil-
lings. The Big Horn has awarded con-
tracts for the grading work between
Worland and Muskrat, Wyo. This is
supposed to be part of the Burlington
system which will thus have a through
line from Denver into Montana. prob-
ably .touching Billings and connecting
with the Northern Pacific. It will also
probably be part of a through line
from the north country to the gulf, a
line which will be of great importance
immediately.and of supreme import-
ance upon the completion of the Pana-
ma canal.

Giants Will Race.
illage is to be on the tine of a big

race which ,the giant roads of the
country are to engage in for the gov-
ernment mail contract to the Pacific
coast.

such a race has a dramatic charac-
ter unequalled in almost any other
kind of contest. It is a sporting rea-
lization of the gigantic commercial in-
terests of the country and behind it will
be millions which will be freely expend-
ed by the participants. The jockeys in
this race across the continent will .e
James J. Hill and E. H. Harriman.
Mr. Hill, in competing for this rich
prize will utilize the Burlington from
Chicago to Billings, and the Northern
Pacific from here to the coast. Larri-
man has already arranged a plan de-
signed to lop off one day between
New York and the coast and in the
race will utilize the Northwestern, the
Union Pacific and the Oregon Short
Line.

WANTED FOR ARSON.

Ernest Kohat, who was arrested
here Sunday night by Sergeant Talgo
upon a telegraphic request from the
officers at Sheridan, Wyoming, is
wanted there upon the serious charge
or arson. The request for his arrest
did not state the offense which Kohat
was supposed to have committed. On
Monday, Sheriff Smythe of Sheridan
passed through here and told the Bil-
lings officers that Kohat was accused
of having set fire to a harness shop in
Sheridan which had been burned. A
deputy from Sheridan arrived last
night and Kohat will probably return
without requisition papers.

Kohat protested innocence of any
crime at Sheridan. He said there
must be some mistake about the mat-
ter. He knew of the fire but did not
think he could be wanted for that.

PREPARING FOR
COMMENCEMENT

HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS GETTING

READY.

David Starr Jordan, the distinguish-
ed president of Leland Standford uni-
versity, may deliver the baccalaureate
address at the commencement exer-
cises of the Billings high school this
spring. Superintendent C. S. Brother
is now in correspondence with the
famous educator and is hopeful of se-
curing him, although the result of the
diplomatic negotiations are still in
doubt.

If President Jordan accepts the in-
vitation, it will be a change in the
custom that has been pursued in the
past. Heretofore, prominent and dis-
tinguished orators have been secured
from Montana and the results have
been very satisfactory. However, the
securing of a man of national reputa-
tion as is Mr. Jordan will undoubtedly
add to the popularity of the com-
mencement exercises.

Commencement Exercises.
School circles are beginning to agi-

tate the question of commencement
exercises. The present class consists
of 14 members, although it is rumored
that some of the class may fall out-
side the breastworks before the sheep-
skins are delivered. Of this number,
13 are girls and only one boy upholds
the honor of his *sex in the race for
education. This is Everett Bierley,
who has recenly received his appoint-
ment to a cadetship at West Point.
As the only boy in the class, Mr. Bier-
ley is naturally the recipient of many
privileges and prerogatives from the
loyal girls of the class who naturally
think there is nothing too good for
their only masculine member.

While the arrangements have not
gone far enough to assume a definite
form, some of them have already been
made. There will be the usual grade
department exercises, high school ex-
ercises and high school functions.

There will-be two amateur theatri-
cal performances, one by the grade
pupils and another by the high school
pupils. The high school pupils are
planning to give Tennyson's "Prin-
cess," and the grade department will
give the "Pixies," a delightful little
comedietta and extravaganza.

Brother Deplores Custom.
Referring to the overwhelming ma-

jority of girls in the high school grad-
uating class, Superintendent Brother
ascribes the condition of affairs to the
commercial spirit of the age and de-
plores it.

"It is an unfortunate condition of
affairs that prevails all over the coun-
try," said the Billings superintendent.
"The boys want to get out in the world
and begin to make money. The re-
sult is they leave school before they
are equipped for the struggle with the
world and frequently sacrifice a sub-
stantial success for mediocrity. It is
an unfortunate spirit which prompts
the boys to forego the advantages of
education."

The two car loads of brood sows
which are advertised in another por-
tion of The Gazette, by the Logan Ex-
change, arrived last night and will be

n•U exhibition at the Logan yards to-

REQUEST FOR
GRAND JURY

CITIZENS' LEAGUE PASSES MO-

TION TO THAT EFFECT.

JUDGE LOUD NOTIFIED

League Held Another Meeting Sunday

-Its Membership Is Now About 200

--41,000 in the Treasury-Special

Committee Appointed to Look Up

Evidence.

The members of the Citizens' league
held the third meeting of the associa-
tion at the Masonic hall, Sunday after-
noon. Secretary Clarke stated yester-
day that the greater part of the time
of the meeting was spent in discuss-
ing ways and means for the future
procedure of the league.

The sub-committees wno were ap-
pointed by the executive committee to
solicit new members reported that 82
citizens had signed the membership
rolls during the week, through the
solicitation of the various committees,
and that 12 were added to the rolls
at Sunday's meeting, making the total
membership at that time about 200.
The work of the sub-committees will
be continued until further orders from
the executive committee.

For a Grand Jury.
After some discussion as to the best

way to proceed in the matter a motion
was put and carried asking Judge
Loud of the district court to call a
grand jury at the April term of the
court. Some of the members stated
that it was believed that a motion was
all that would be necessary to induce
Judge Loud to grant the request, inas-
much as he had expressed his willing-
ness to call such a body if a respect-
able number of citizens expressed a
desire for such action.

A specia commiLLee was aIUso apy-
pointed to act as aids to the authori-
ties in securing evidence for the
consideration of the grand jury.

The subject of the coming city elec-
tion, as regards the class of candi-
dates to be placed in nomination, was
discussed at length, but no official ac-
tion was taken.

Quite a number of subscriptions
were received during the past week
and the total amount of the fund is
now close to $1,000. Secretary Clarke
said that many people were calling at
his office and making voluntary sub-
scriptions. One case he cited was
that of an old gentleman who came in
unsolicited and handed the secretary
a check. After he had gone out Mr.
Clarke looked at the check and saw
that it had been drawn for $50. There
were many smaller subscriptions re-
ceived, also.

A NEW PROCESS
IN IRRIGATION

WASHINGTON EXPERT IS COMING

TO MONTANA.

The division of irrigation and drain-
age of the agricultural department is
to undertake some experiments in
Montana this year that will be of
great interest to ranchmen and stock-
men. In short, the plan is when the
small streams are running full during
the spring, to change their course so
they will discharge on sandy, flat
benches, instead of into rivers. It is
believed that the benches will store
the water and later pumps will be put
in and the water put into reservoirs
where it can be utilized when needed.

Doctor Elwood Mead, chief of the
division, has left Washington to come
to Montana to caryy on the experi-
ment. Talking of his plan before his
edparture from Washington, Mr. Mead
is credited with saying:

Process Is New One.
"We intend this year to undertake

an extensive investigation both in
Montana and other states of the semi-
arid northwest with a view to determ-
ining the feasibility of irrigating land
by a process that in some respects
:r ay be regarded as new. Throughout
Montana and other northwestern
states there are a number of streams
that run down from the foothills of
the Rockies which, in early spring,
when the snows are melting in the
mountains, carry off a large volume of
water. For the rest of the year, how-
ever, they are dry, although these
streams are -raging torrents before
the farmers are ready to plant their
crops.

To Turn the Creeks.
"The experiment which I am now

going west to undertake is to turn
t!hese streams out of their course, so
that instead of flowing off into the big
rivers and thus being lost to agricul-
ture, they will be spread out over the

fiat benches and valleys, inundating
large areas and sinking into the sandy
subsoil beneath, where it will remain
in storage. With this accomplished,
we propose to erect powerful pumps
to arise the water thus held in storage
in the subsoil into receiving reservoirs,
where it can be utilized for irrigating
farms during the planting and grow-
ing season.

"We believe that by this means
large areas of land in Montana now
impossible of cultivation may be re-
deemed, one effect of which will be
the more even distribution of settle-
ment throughout the state; as it will
obviate the necessity of farmers keep-
ing near the rivers and creeks.

No Delay Allowed.
"There is to be no delay about the

work. The subject is one in which
the entire northwest is interested, and
I am leaving at just the proper time
to ascertain whether or not this plan
will be successful. In a few weeks
the mountain streams of Montana will
be raging torrents, carrying off vast
volumes of water to the oceans, and
my first step on reaching Montana will
be to turn a few such streams out over
the benches so that the water may
sink into the sandy substratum under-
lying the heavy prairie loam. This
substratum is a natural reservoir, and
so far as I can see there is no reason
why the plan should not succeed."

Work of the Bureau.
The principal work of the buerau of

which Mr. Mead is the head has been
directed to the establishment of im-
proved methods, following an exhaust-
ive study of the amount of water used
in general irrigation practice, for the
purpose of securing data for further
work along this line,

The importance of the bureau to
Montana will be greatly increased
when the irrigation projects now un-
der construction and proposed are
completed, says the Helena Indepen-
dent.

Another important investigation
which the bureau has in hand is the
study of methods to prevent the loss
of valuable land by the accumulation
of alkali from excessive irrigation.
Waste water and leakage from ditches
have in many localities swamped large
arable areas and rendered them unpro-
ductive. Drainage experiments are
now being conducted in Montana and
other states of the west to devise rem-
edies.

J. D. LOSEKAMP
IS SATISFIED

GLAD THAT HE LIVES IN THE

YELLOWSTONE VALLEY.

John D. Losekans, who recently re-
turned from a trip to the south and
southwest is better setis•,l today
that he is a citizen of Billings than
he ever was before.

Mr. Losekamp said yesterday that
there is something cleaner and bright-
er in the appearance of his home town
than of any of the numerous cities he
visited in his long trip. "Towns of
20,000 and more populationfi did not
show the evidences of business rush
that we see here everyday. The small
cities I visited looked untidy and the
big ones looked positively dirty," said
Mr. Losekamp, yesterday referring to
his trip.
"In every place I stopped the people

had heard of Billings and the Yellow-
stone valley and scores of them ex-
pressed a desire to get into this great
country of the west. Perhaps It was
on account of the reputation of the
great resources of eastern Montana
and northern Wyoming that I was en-
abled to make one of the best con-
tracts for the exploration of our oil
fields in northern Wyoming, that was
ever known to be made in Texas. I
succeeded in contracting with one of
the very largest and most substantial
firms in that country to come here and
begin drilling. The work will begin
some time in April, and while the con-
tract was not such a large one, involv-
ing about $16,000, still the people there
told me that I was fortunate in secur-
ing the best terms ever offered by any
of the substantial firms of that sec-
tion.

"What we need now is better rail-
road rates to this part of the United
States. Almost every line of goods is
selling higher than it did a year
ago, and while business is better than
it has been for many years, still there
is very little profit in it for the west-
ern merchants, taking into considera-
tion the increase in the first cost of

the goods and the excessive freight
rates."

GENERAL THAYER DEAD.

Lincoln, Neb., March 19.--General
John M. Thayer, 80 years old, a civil
war veteran, former United States
senator and former governor of Ne-
braska, died tonight after a sickness

which became serious only last Satur-
day.

Cows For Sale.
No. 1 milch cows, Jersey grade, gen-

tle, fine family cows. Inquire at the
old Clark ranch, near Water Power
Co's. plant. . 185-2-

CATTLE LOSSES
QUITE SEVERE

REPORTS FROM FERGUS COUNTY

SO INDICATE.

SHEEP FARED BETTER'

No Losses of Any Great Importance

Reported from Any Section of the

Judith Basin on This Class of Stock

-Rufus Thompson Loses a Few

Lambs.

The storm of last week was much
more severe in Fergus county than in
Yellowstone. In that county the tem-
perature ranged around 25 degrees

below zero the greater part of the
week. So far no stock losses what-
ever, are reported in Yellowstone
county and it is reported by the Fer
gus County Argus that sheep in that
county suffered but little, ailthough
there was considerable loss in range
cattle. The Argus says:

"The fears that the intensely cold
weather of the past week would result
in heavy losses to the flockmasters of
this section have proved groundless.
Minor losses have, of course, occurred,
but reports from practically all sec-
tions of the county indicate that the
sheep men have not suffered particu-
larly. This was due to the fact that
they were all fully prepared for a cold
snap and had plenty of feed on hand.
This they have been using liberally,
and the utmost care has been exer-
cised to prevent accidents. In many
places high winds prevailed during
the week and Saturday afternoon, in
the Stanford district, when the ther-
mometer registered 16 degrees below
zero, it was blowing very hard, but
there was no snow and the big flocks
in that section came out all right. Mr.
Harris, who is now in from the bad
lands country, says the sheep men
there have had their troubles, of
course, but have escaped with practi-
cally no losses. That is about the
worst section of the country, and the
result there is a relief to those who
have interests in that region. Rufus
Thompson lost about 100 head of
lambs a few nights ago, but the cir-
cumstances were such as might occur
at any time during the winter season.

Losses of Range Cattle.
"The range cattle have not fared as

well as the sheep, and many scatter-
ing losses have occurred, making a
rather heavy aggregate. The ranges

are under snow, which is slightly
crusted in some places, and the grass
is very short. In addition to this, the
wind has been strong, and the range
stock naturally suffered a great deal.

Sheep men are highly pleased with

general conditions just now. The
sheep are in the finest possible condi-
tion, and fleeces will at least equal
the average of last year in both weight
and quality. The discussion in regard
to contracting has been renewed in
the press, and one lone Boston buyer
has appearad at Billings to ascertain
the sentiment. So far as known he
did not try to contract. There have
been no buyers in ntis 'section, and
the wool growers are content to let
affairs take their course. they are as
firmly convinced as ever that prices
will be as high on the market during
the coming season as they were last,
and will not worry at all if buyers do
not come along until shearing time.

FAST TRAIN WRECKED

Switch Misplaced in Unusual Manner

Causes Several Cars to Leave Track

-One Man Killed.

Burlington, Iowa, March 19.-The
fast eastbound passenger train on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy was
partly wrecked at Lockridge this af-
ternoon by a misplaced switch. The
diner and sleeping car broke away
from the rest of the train and dashed
into the rear end of a work train, de-
molishing a car occupied by a number
of workmen.

Swan Bloom of Burlington, cook of
the work train, was killed and a dozen
persons were severely injured.

The mail sack when thrown out
struck the switch post, breaking it and
releasing the switch, thus sidetrack-
ing the last two cars of the passenger
train.

GARDNER IS CHAMPION.

Chicago, March 19.-The national
amateur billiard championship was
won here tonight by Edward W. Gard-
ner of Passaic, N. J.

MONTANA WEATHER.

Washington, March 19.-Fair and
warmer Tuesday and Wednesday.

A "MILWAUKEE" MOVE.

Washington, March 19.•L•Seps in-
dicating extension of the lines of the'"
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul rail-
road to the Pacific coast through
South Dakota, Montana, Idaho and
Washington were taken at the capitol
today in the preparation of bills for
bridging the Missouri, Yellowstone
and Columbia rivers. Representative
Burke of Pennsylvania introduced a
bill to bridge the Missouri river in
South Dakota, and stated that other
bills would be introduced in both
houses.

PRODUCE AND MONEY MARKETS.

[By Associated Press]

St. Paul Livestock.
St. Paul, March 19.-Cattle-Re-

ceipts 1,000. Steady. Grain fed
steers, $3.50@5.50; cows and heifers,
$2.60@4.75; calves, $2@5.25; stock
steers, $3@4.25.

Hogs-Receipts 2,500. Ten cents
lower. Range, $6@6.20; bulk of
sales, $6.05@6.10.

Sheep-Receipts 300. Sheep, $3.75
@6; lambs, $4.50@6.50.

Omaha Livestock.
Omaha, March 19.-Cattle---Re-

ceipts 5,000. Market slow to 5@10
cents lower. Native steers, $4@5.60;
cows and heifers, $3@4.50; canners,
$2@3; stockers and feeders, $3.750
4.50; calves, $3@6,50.

Hogs-Receipts 4,800. Market weak
to 5 cents lower. Bulk of sales, $6.05
@6.10.

Sheep-Receipts 20,000. 'Market
dull to 10 cents lower. Lambs, $6@
6.50; sheep, $4.50@5.60.

Chicago Livestock.
Chicago, March 19.-Cattle-Re-

ceipts 31,000. Steady to 10 cents low-
er. Common to prime steers, $3.85@
6.40; cows, $3.65@4.60; heifers, $2.75
@6.25; bulls, $2.60@4.25; calves, $3@
7.75; stockers and 'feeders, $2.75@
3.75.

Hogs-Receipts 45,000. Ten cents
lower. Choice to prime heavy, $6.35
@6.421/2; medium to good heavy, $6.30
@6.50; butchers' weights, $6.35@6.4@;
good to choice heavy -mixed, $6.300
6.35; packing, $5.90@6.35.

Sheep--Receipts 35,000. Market,
sheep steady; lambs, 15@20 cents low-
er. Sheep, $4.25@6.25; lambs, $4.70
@6.75.

Wheat.

Duluth, March 19.-Closed to arrive:
No. 1 northern, 76%; No. 2 northern,
747/8. On track: No. 1 northern, 76%;
No. 2 northern, 74%; May, 77%; July,
79%; September, 78%.

Chicago, March 19.-May, 78%;
July, 79.

Minneapolis, March 19.-Closed:
May 76%; July, 79%; September,
77%; No. 1 hard, 77%; No. 1 northern,
76%; No. 2 northern, 75@%.

New York Money.
New York, March 19.-Money on

call firm; highest, 5% per cent; low-
est 4; ruling rate, 5@5%; last loan,
4; closing bid, 4; offered at 4%. Time
loans steady; 60 days and 90 days, 5%
per cent; six months, 5@5%.

Yellowstone
National
Bank BILLINGS

CAPITAL. $50,000
SURPLUS - $40,000

4. L. BABCOCK, President
PETER LARSON, Helena, Vice-Pros.

B. H. HOLLISTER, Cashier
L. C. BABCOCK, Au't Casbie

DIRECTORS.

PaTEB LARSON Helena ED. CAEDWILL,
DB. H. E. AnMSTRONO N. H. HOLMzaT•

A L. BAROmo.

Boxes for Rent in Safety Deposit all,.

General Banking Business
Sell Exchange available in all the princi-
pal cities of the United States and Europe

Collections promptly made and remit-
ted for.

Accounts of firms and individuals solic-
ited on the most favorable terms consis.
tent with safe and conservative banking.

Billings State Ban
Capital Stock, $6,000.

OFFICERS:
Paul McCormick, President.

B. G. Shorey, Vice.Pres.
Charles Spear, Cashier.

Henry White, Teller

DIRECTQRS:
H. C. Boetwick,

W. BHanard,
C. O. G(3iweU,

Paul McOonrmick,
A. H. Barth,

B. G. S erey,
Chas. Spear.

Transacot a Ge.eral Banking Bulmnees.

ORUWELL BLOCK,
BILLINGSL , MONTANA


