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Helena, Montana.

James 1. Kelley, pro-
brietor of the "Club," the
best known gentlemen's re-
sort in Helena, takes this
means of thanking his
numerous friends all over
the state for the liberal Pat-

ronage they have extended
to him in the 5ast. It is
deefly a5j5reciated.

The same high class of
goods and the same courte-
ous treatment that has made
the "Club" famous all over
the state will be unfmormly
continued to the last.

Mr. Kelley wishes his
friends a Merry Christmas
and a Haj21y andProster-
ous New Year.

Belgrade
Elevator

Company...
Elevator and Warerooms

Located at

BELGRADE,
Gallatin County,

-- rontana-

Wholesale Dealers in

HAY AND GRAIN
Of All Kinds

Clipped Oats,
Feed Wheat,
Rolled Feed,
Seed Oats,
Seed Wheat,

(Sprihg or Winter)

Seed Barley,
(Chevalier)

Baled Hay
Baled Straw

Quotations Furnished
on Application

HELENA'S BUSINESS BETTER
THAN FOR MANY YEARS PAST

Many Substantial Improvements in the Building Lines,
The New Capitol Will Be Ready for the Next

Legislature-The City Is Enjoying Its
Full Share of Prosperity-De-

velopment of Mines,

Special Dispatch to thie Standard.
Helena, Dec. 16.-Helena is to-day

enjoying more prosperity than for sev-
eral years past. This statement is tes-
tified to by some of the leading busi-
ness concerns of the city and by men
who are in a position to feel the public
pulse and know whereof they are speak-
ing. Mayor Edwards and many other
leading citizens join in the general
statement that times have greatly im-
proved in the capital city. Take for
instance the general mercantile busi-
ness. Hardly a merchant can be found
in Helena who will not admit that bus-
iness is considerably better than at
this time last year and, in fact, than in
many years previous. The people of
Helena on the whole have occasion to
join with the Christmas Standard in
expressing thanks for what the year
has done and to hope for a continuation
thereof.

During the year there have been
substantial improvements in the build-
ing line. A number of residences have
been erected and several larger build-
ing erected. Chief in the building line
has, of course, been the state capitol.
The work that has been conducted on
this building during the last 12 months
has been simply phenomenal. Since
the dedication of the structure last 1
July it has steadily advanced. Two 1
stories have been completed. /All of
the iron work for the building has 1
been placed in position. All of the cut
stone work for the last story has been
completed.

Governor Smith, the chairman of the 1
state board of capitol building com-
missioners, when asked to-day as to the
progress of the work upon the struc-
ture, said he and the board were sat-
ified. He said that he had every rea-
son to believe that the building would
be completed by the time the next ses-
sion of the legislature conxened. While
it is true that work upon the govern-
ment building has been delayed, it is
expected that on account of the recent
advertisement for' bids, work upon the
building will be resumed and early in
the year this important addition to
Helena's improvements will be a set-
tled fact. Speaking of the improve-
ments in the times in Helena a well-
known banker, in conversation with
the Standard reporter. said:

"In my judgment Helena is financial-
ly and commercially in a much better
condition than it was one year ago.
There is a more buoyant and hopeful
feeling in the minds of its citizens
than perhaps for a long time, which
has a tendency to bring about a mater-
ial improvement. Considerable local
capital has recently been invested in
enterprises of importance to the city.
and. in addition, there has been quite
an amount of Eastern capital invested
in and about Helena, that has resulted
in the development of many mines ad-
jacent and tributary to this city.

"Among 'the merchants, nothing but
words of encouragement and satisfac-
tion are heard. One retail grocer told
me that his sales for tiis year had
been $1,000 more than for the corres-
ponding months of last year. One dry
goods merchant told me that in one
day recently his sales were greater
than for the day before Christmas last
year,

"I believe that, on the whole, Hel-
ena is enjoying her full share of the
prosperity that seems to be attendant
upon the entire country."

One of the leading merchants, when
asked for an expression of his senti-
ments upon the existing conditions, in-
dorsed every word that the banker
said. This merchant is in a splendid
position to know whereof he speaks.
He says that trade from adiacent points
has never been better. An element that
had contributed a good deal to these
happy conditions, he said, was the fact
that the mining camps around Helena
were unusually prosperous. As State
Mine Inspector Byrne said in his recent
annual report, the amount of mining
exploiting going on in this county sur-
passed any previous year and was sim-
ply surprising. Marysville, Himini. Win-
ston, Bald Butte and other mining
points are seeing a lot of work being
done. The good prices that have been
received this year for live stock and
general ranch products have also con-
tributed materially to the general im-
provement. The ill effects from the
suspension of two of Helena's banks
have gradually been eliminated. Two
years ago the subject \as uppermost
in the public mind, to-day it is hardly
mentioned. TUnder the able and skill-
ful management of Eugene T. Wilson,
who is receiver for both of the sus-
pended banks, the affairs of those con-
cerns are being adjusted in a manner
that will redound greatly to the benefit
of the depositors of the defunct insti-
tutions. Both institutions are paying
dividends, and if times keep on improv-
ing so that Mr. Wilson can dispose of
the properties belonging to those in-
stitutions advantageously, the deposit-
ors will receive a good share of their
money. During the last few weeks an-
other bank was started in Helena, an
indication that business is anything but
biad.

Mayor Edwards in discussing the situ-
ation with the Standard reporter said:

"The outlook for the future of Helena
was never better. Conditions generally
indicate that our people are ready, wvill-
ing and financially able to take hold
and seupport all Industries which would
be beneficial to a city. the permanency
of which, in their judgment, is guar-
anteed.
"Compared with previous years, the

collection of taxes, both city and coun-
ty, for 1S99, and tie promptness with
wlhich the same have heen paid, has
never been equalred. All desirable resi-
dence properties are uccupied. business
properties likewise. Investors having
confidence in our city. as demonstrated
by the offers of handsome premiums
for Helena's 4 per cent bonds, and the
fact that our debt during the past year
has been materially reducred, hab creat-
ed a very favorable impression.
"I believe that within six months

IHelna will own and operate an electriei lighting system, and within cightesn
nmonthis will operate and ciontrol a water
systemn and supply. Tiht se ventures will
result in a saving to the city of at least
twenty-five tllousand dollars pe1r an-
num, which, when applied yearly, will
soon cause our debt to Ibe regarded as
of comparatively littll en, c•neellellre.

IlnteresL in local corporations rlial-,
in ny judgment, prevented mnan) of

our leading citizens from displaying any
activity for the good of Helena, and
should our city be successful in con-
trolling those necessities which are now
supplied by them, I think co-operation
and good results will naturally follow."

LIVINGSTON.

The Water Question at Last Where It
Can Be Settled.

Special Correspondence of the Standard.
Livingston, Dec. 14.-The agitation

that has been going on in the Gateway
City for the past three months regard-
ing municipal ownership of water
works has finally borne fruit and the
matter brought to a place where it
can be rightly settled. Council meet-
ing after council meeting has been held
for the purpose of debate upon the
question, and after each adjournment
it seemed as If the matter was never
any nearer a settlement than before
the meeting was held. Last Tuesday
evening the city dads got together for
another catch-as-catch-can bout with
the municipal ownership bugaboo and
finally got it off from their hands. Two'
petitions were presented at the meet-
ing--one asking that the council sub-
mit the question to a vote of the peo-
ple and another protesting against
such action. No one dreamed that the
ordinance would be passed, but sur-
prise awaited those who had gathered
to witness the usual "rough house"
that has invariably attended the dis-
cussion of the water works proposi-
tion. Alderman Jones, who has stead-
ily opposed the submitting of the ques-
tion to a vote, on the ground that the
price asked by the water company was
too high, arose and said he had con-
cluded that the people wanted to ex-
press their views on the matter and
that he would be in favor of granting
the taxpayers that privilege. A vote
was taken and the roll call found Al-
dermen Jones. Doonan, Robinson and
Nelson voting in the affirmative and
Hefferlin and Harvey opposing the
proposition. The election will be held
on Jan. 25, 1900, and will decide wheth-
er the people of this city want the wat-
er works bad enough to pay $100,000
for them or not. The campaign is .x-
pected to he a warm one, as feeling
runs rather high on both sides of the
question.

W. A. ('lark wants the Livingston
electric system-some people thought
he had it--but a complaint filed in the
office of District Clerk Bailey yester-
day shows that he hasn't got it yet,
but wants it pretty bad. The com-
plaint recites the fact that John R.
King. manager of the Livingston Wat-
el Power company, "represented" to
W. A. Clark that he owned 2.496 shares
out of 2.500 of the stock of the corpor-
ation, and that if Clark would pay him
$1 and "other valuable considerations
he would transfer all this stock to
him for the sum of $10,000. King and
Toom Ash used to be In. partnership in
this electric light business. "Honest"
Tom Ash was in the legislature some
time ago and he voted for Clark. It
was about that time that this agree-
ment was made. Well, anyhow, King
don't appear to be overly anxious to
transfer the stock, and so Clark, by his
attorneys. Wellcome and Root, file
complaint. stating that the damages
which could he awarded for non-per-
formance of the agreement could not
be in any proportion to the injury suf-
fered and pray for specific perform-
ance of the contract and a temporary
injunction restraining King from trans-
ferring any of the stock pending a
hearing of the case. Judge Henry
signed the restraining order yesterday.
The papers in the case were filed by
W. A. Clark, jr.. who was here yester-
day. To the Standard correspondent
Mr. Clark said he was going to Wash-
ington Sunday and remain there-as
long as W. A. senior hangs around the
capitol.
The body of M. A. Bucke was

brought down from Jardine Tuesday.
It was in charge of H. E. T. Hanetain
and W. H. O'Brien, old friends of the
deceased, who came from Nelson. B.
C.. to take the remains hack to Lon-
don. Ont., where Bucke's parents re-
side. A funeral service was held Mon-
day at Jardine and the sermon wa.
preached by Bishop Brewer of the
Episcopal church. 'rhe mines were .11
shut down and every one in the camp
attended the funeral. Mr. Bucke was
31 years of age, a native of Canada.
He was a graduate of the University
of Toronto, having taken the degree
of M. A. Se. and M. E. from that in-
stitution. His father, Dr. R. M. Bucke.
is superintendent of the London insane
asylum. Mr. Bucke repre•ented the
bulk of the Canadian capital interest-
ed at Bear Gulch.

The Ladies' guild of the Episcopal
c'hurch held their annual fair in the
Albemarle annex last evening. It was
the most successful of any fair the
ladies have ever held and a neat sum
was realized to aid in the church work.

BIG TIMBER,

New Trading Company Established.
County Treasurer's Report.

Special Correspondence of the Standard.
Big Timber, Dec. 13.-Articles of in-

corporation of the Montana Trading
company were flld-,t with the county
recorder here to-day. Th, company is
a consolidation of the Busha & Bailey,
Clark Bros.. Pioneer Milling company
and Clark Bros. & Busha interest, with
a capital stock of $100,000. of which
about $70.000 is paid in. The company
will conduct a general merchandise
and hardware business, operate a flour
mill. electric light plant and lumber
yard and erect and operate telephone
lines in Big Timber and throughout
the county. The mammoth store build-
ing of Busha & Bailey is being re-
modeled for the purpose of putting in a
grocery and dry goods stock in addi-
tion to the hardware already there.
The life of the corporation is fixed at
20 years and the trustees for the first
three months are C. T. Busha, E. B.
Clark, J. W. Bailey and E. O. Clark.

County Treasurer Snook has issued
his annual report, which shows that
there are taxes to the amount of
$1.680.83 still unpaid and delinquent out
of a total of $58,211.49. There was a to-
tal of $86,121.20 received during tho
year and $60,698.69 paid out and
charged. The revenue from licenses
was about $S00 in excess of thle pre-
svious year. The delinqutent tax list is
smealler than any year since the crea-
tirn of the cotunty.

James Vestal. J. F. Marley and oth-ers have illod a p,.tition with the county
suporintendent of achools, asking for

the' establishment of a school district
on the north side of the Yellowstone,
close to this town. The district asked
for is at present part of the Big Tim-
ber district. There is some question
as to the power of the county super-
intendent to gran't the petition, as this
district Is heavily bonded. The segre-
gation of the territory designated in
the petition would materially decrease
the assessable property on which the
bond issues were made and Attorney
General Nolan, to whom the matter
was referred by County Attorney Hall,
is of the opinion that such segrega-
tion would be a violation of the obliga-
tion of the contract with those who
purchased the bonds, in that it would
materially reduce the security for the
bonds. The matter will come before
County Superintendent Dana for decis-
ion next Saturday. In anticipation of
their petition being`-granted, the peti-
tioners have erected a fine brick school
house just across the Yellowstone
bridge from Big Timber.

The hunting for large game has been
excellent in the mi/untains surround-
ing this town for the past month. Few
Nimrods have returned empty handed.
A week ago a party, headed by Attor-
ney J. B. Barbour and District Court
Clerk Skillman, left for a week's hunt
in the Little Belts, near the Judith gap.
They have not yet returned and it is
supposed that they have found the
game so plentiful that they have de-
rided to prolong their stay for some
days. Clerk Skillman took a solemn
and binding obligation not to return
without a bear and it is supposed that
maybe Bruin has him treed and that
he is waiting for a favorable oppor-
tunity to catch Bruin off his guard and
get away.

Under Sheriff Frank Bellar of Park
county came down to Big Timber to-
day to get Waller Getchell, a waiter
employed at the Grand hotel. Getchell
is wanted as a witness in the case of
the state against Charles Shinely, whllo
is accused of having stolen a watch
from Henry Deitz, a Livingston bar-
ber. When put on trial Shinely de-
clared he had bought 'the watch from
Getchell. The watch was stolen Oct. 27
and Getchell has been working in the
Grand here continuously since Oct. S,
so it is plain that Shinely's story won't
hold water.

TWIN BRIDGES.

Narrow Escape of a Little Wanderer.
Lost in Jungles of Willows.

Special Correspondence of the Standard.
Twin Bridges, Dec. 14.-That truth

is stranger than fiction is most start-
lingly verified in the history of little
Frankie Bowman, the 3-year-old son of
Editor Bowman of the Madison Coun-
ty Monitor. who was lost In the jun-
gles of willow., rose bushes, flags and
rye grass in the Ruby river bottoms,
mention of which was made in the
Standard dispatches, and endured the
freezing December weather for more
than 30 hours: and, incredible to re-
late, escaped with no apparent injury
save a slight nervous shock and slight-
ly frozen feet.

Tie boy was taken from Twin
-Bridges on Tuesday evening, Dec. 6,

by Mr. and Mrs. E. P. Day to the
ranch of James Duncan, three miles
west of Sheridan, where the party re-
mained over night. On Wednesday
morning about 9 o'clock the child was
suddenly missed and a thorough search
of the promises failed to reveal his
whereabouts. The alarm was given to
the immediate neighbors and a hurried
search made, while messengers were
dispatched to the towns of Sheridan
and Twin Bridges. In a short time
hundreds of anxious people. including
the children of two schools, joined in
the hunt till dark, when lanterns were
recured and the search continued nea'r-
ly all night, and when the noble army
stepped for a bite and 'to prepare for
renewal of the work in the morning
it was universally conceded that, as the
child had on no heavy wraps, he could
not live through the night, and that
thenceforth they would be looking for
a corpse.

Early Thursday morning the whole
population of the country came pouring
In and the search was continued unill
3 o'clock. During the dinner respite
James Duncan drove a small party to
the bank of the Ruby river, about a
mile from the house, and in a few min-
utes from the time they alighted from
the wagon Len Foster gave the glad
cry that the "lost was found:" and It
might have been added that the "dead
was alive," for the little fellow was as
chipper as a cricket. One hand was in
his overalls and the other was holding
his cap. He \sas restored to his
mother's arms while the tears streamed
down the faces of the multitude and
men, women and children hugged one
another in excessive joy. Words will
utterly fail 'to give a conception of
this grand people and their great souls
and loving hearts must be passed as
beyond the reach of language and as
too sacred for attempt a't description.
They are a hand of nature's heroes,
of whom James Duncan is chief.

The mother of the boy, who was in
Twin Bridges, was kept in ignorance
of the accident till late Wednesday
evening, but when it appeared that the
child might never be found she was
told the sad news and taken to the
scene of sorrow. She bore up well
while she had hope of finding her baby
either alive or dead, but when the
dreadful fear that the search would be
fruitless seized upon her the mother's
heart could stand it no longer, but was
overwhelmed witll anguish and desola-
tion.

The child is noyw in Sheridan with his

I "The Helena"
Helena, Mont.

THE LEADING HOTEL OF HELENA

CENTRALLY LOCATED I
The Helena Hotel Co., Proprietors.

C. K. Cole, Pres't L. A. Walker, Mgr.

aunts and mother and Is entirely re-
covered from his awful experience ex-
cept the frost blisters on his feet. His
accounts of his travels are somewhat
disjointed and fairylike. Little by lit-
tle much of his experience, mental ,and
physical, are learned from his own lit-
tle lips and some of the things he says
are so weird and pitiful as to make one
cry in spite of himself.

At one time it was thought the child
was kidnaped, and a posse, headed
by Major Clem, made a trip of 20 miles
to overtake a party that was supposed
to have taken the boy.

The Masonic fraternity enjoyed a
very pleasant session in their hall at
the last meeting night. The occasion
was work in the M. M. degree. After
the ceremonies were concluded the
members repaired to the Home restau-
rant and enjoyed the repast that was
awaiting 'them. Cigars were passed
around and several hours passed very
pleasantly. Those present were: Amos
Eastman, C. R, Cornforth, Fred Coun-
ter, G. B. Wheat, William McLeay.
John Seyler, Carl Swanstrom, William
Cooper, M. H. Lott. James McArthur,
John Manning, George Burns, C. P.
Newell, B. F. Bowman, N. S. Wood, O.
S. Brook, J. R. Comfort, R. L. Foster,
William Pascoe, William Dickey,
George Harbison, William Menking, E.
W. Riggs, John Bishop, H. J. Springer,
W. A. Rowland, William Heller, John
Berkin

Dr. Noble, president of the Noble
Drug company at Butte, had business
in the justice court yesterday relative
to some holiday goods some one got
from the firm and gambled them away.
He secured the goods and went back to
Butte last nigh't.

Captain Sanders. son of Colonel San-
ders, was in Twin Bridges yesterday
on his way to Virginia City.

100 Pieces Decorated

CHINA
DINNER SET

Six Patterns

$14.85
Libbey Cut Glass, Haviland and

Limoges China, Rochester Hang-
ing and Banquet Lamps, 1847 Rog-
ers Bros.' Silverware, Manning,
Bowman & Co.'s Chafing Dishes
and Five O'Clock Teas.

F. J. EDWARDS,
8 PARK AVE.,

HELENA, MONTANA.

iPALMER, GOOPER GO.
First Nafional Bank Building,

Helena, - - - Montana

Investment
Bankers...

Money to Loan on Mortgage
and Collateral Security

Investment Securities of All
Kinds Purchased and Sold

Safety Deposit Vaults for Rent

Interest Allowed on Deposits

Correspondence
Solicited....

HELENA - MONTANA

-WHOLESALE DEALERS IN-

Mathematical Instruments and
Drawing Material,

Tinware and Graniteware,
Builders' Hardware and

Carpenters' Tools,
Wagon Material and

Hardwood Lumber,
Bar Iron, Sheet Steel,

Mining Pumps, Boilers,
Hoisting Engines and

Complete Line of Mining Supplies

-AGENTS FOR-

Hercules Powder, Caps and Fuse

Mail Orders Given Prompt Attention

IThe GRANDON
HELENA, MONTANA

The Grandon Hotel, Enlarged and Revamped in every way,
Renews its Former Offers to the Public. This Hotel

1,,Stands Second to None..
In the State or the West in its Ability to Serve the
Public. The Grandon has Numberless Rooms with
S Baths, Excellent Sample Rooms for Commercial
Travelers and in Every Way is Able to Cater to the
Traveling Public. Recent Improvements Have
Added a Number of Rooms With Bath.

The Rates Are $3 to $5 Per Day

XA. R. GATES, Manager
HELENA, MONTANA.

G. R. METTEN

Jeweler
HELENA

....A Gieneral Line of....

Holiday Goods
Suitable for Christmas Presents

Consisting of

WATCHES, DIAMONDS,
APIERICAN CUT GLASS,
LEATHER GOODS,
OPERA GLASSES,

SOLID SILVERWARE.

All these are found at

G. R. METTEN'S
Opposite the Postoffice,

HELENA, MONTANA.

RADEN &N BAPTY
ASSAYERS

niQ I-IAMIILTON WTRE•ET,

Butte, Montana.
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