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e a s t e r n  f l o o d s .

It is a rare occurrencethat such floods 
as those that have drenched and devas
tated the Ohio valley follow each other 
in successive years. The experience of 
last year ought to have sufficed to pre
vent very much of the loss of this \ear. 
After the line of high water has been so 
clearly marked as during the past and 
present years, it will be apt to be re
spected for some time to come. It be
gins to look as if these winter and early 
spring floods might be a regular thing. 
So far as we have yet learned there has 
been little loss of life, and in this re
j e c t  the experience of last year has been 
turned to advantage. In the matter of 
property there does not appear to have 
been the same prudence exercised. I he 
reported losses are up in the hundreds 
of thousands. But these losses, which 
are undoubtedly great, have some par
tial compensation. The lands along all 
the valleys, including a very large area, ; 
are fertilized by the overflow as the \al- 
leyofthe  Nile is enriched entirely by j 
the actual overflow of that river. If . 
the jise of our streams were not so rapid 
and the current so strong there would 
undoubtedly be more benefit and less ! 
damage resulting, but as it is there is 
a great increase ol fertility as the result 
of every flood

There is another befit in these recur
ring floods. They act the part of general 
scavenger to float away the masses of j 
filth that have accumulated during the | 
winter, and thus prevent sickness and . 

pestilence.
\\'e sec that the proposition is before j 

Congress to enlarge the Mississippi River 
Commission and extend its field of la
bors and inquiries to the tributaries as | 
well. This is necessary and among the 
problems for the commission to solve is 
how to secure the most of the benefits j 
and escape the most of the damage from j 
floods.

The present flood seems to be confined i 
wholly to the Ohio valley, and will not ( 
occasion a very great rise of the lower j  

-issippi.

IRELAND IMPROVING. POSTAL TEL E G R APH .

In the Queen’s address to Parliament We are thoroughly in favor of try- 
at its reopening this week, appear these ing the experiment, on a scale suffi- 
Aords : “The condition of Ireland con- , ciently large, to settle whether it would
tinues to exhibit those features of sub- j be practical and profitable on a national 
stantial improvement which I described ’ scale. There are considerations offered

! on two occasions when I addressed you.” 
If this were true it would be a hearty 
congratulation, but we must decline to 
take stock in this statement at par 
Whatever improvement may exist in one 
respect is more than counterbalanced in 
other directions. From what little is 
said about Ireland in the English press 
or in Parliament no idea can be gained 
on this side of the ocean of the inten
sity of the general feeling on the subject 
in England. What Carthage was to 
Rome Ireland i> to England, a perpetual 
irritation and menace. England cannot 
retain Ireland except at enormous cost 
of money and expenditure of prudence 
and patience, and yet we do not believe 
a dozen Englishmen in the Empire 
would consent to Ireland's independence. 
Ireland is down and England keeps her 
strong hand on her throat and dare not 
relax its grip for an instant. How much 
improvement has there been in the situ
ation ? Where and in what does it con
sist?

Whatever the English government 
proposes Ireland rejects, apparently for 
no other reason than because England 
proposes it. If England really wants 
the Irish to emigrate she should forbid 
it under heavy penalties, nerhaps hang a 
few who were trying to get away, and we 
will venture to say there would be such a 
rage for emigration a> never has been 
seen or known in history.

The English may have bull-dog sense 
in some things, but they do not show it 
in their dealings with the Irish. They 
require to be governed by contraries. 
For instance if the English were really 
anxious to convert the Irish to Protest
antism, which we do not believe, they 
could best accomplish the end by making 
it a penal offense for any Irishman to

on both sides that have weight, but just 
how much trial alone can determine.

For instance, there is usually more 
economy practiced in private or corpora
tion business than in public affairs. It 
is quite confidently asserted, and to some 
extent believed, that the government 
would lose money in operatng the present 
Western Fnion system at present rates. 
Others as confidently assert that the 
government could reduce rates one-half 
and still pay expenses; they point to the 
efficiency, thoroughness and economy 
that characterize the present postal ad
ministration, and how all prophecies of 
deficiency have been disproved by the 
results.

It will no doubt be in this matter as 
with other postal business, that the 
North and East would have to carry 
the West and South for a time till the 
latter sections were more densely and 
uniformly settled. For this reason let 

I experiment be tried between some of 
the principal eastern cities, and side by 
side with the Western Union. I.et new 
wires be laid and lower rates tried. 
Even if the experiment should cost 
something at the first, it would give re
liable data from which to make esti
mates either for the purchase of present 
lines or the construction of a new sys
tem. And in this connection, if some 
way can be devised to lay the wires 
under ground, it would be a public ser
vice of incalculable benefit, and go some 
ways towards preserving our growing 
forests.

But perhaps the most serious objection 
to the government administration ofthis 
business is the fear that officials will 
abuse the opportunities at hand for per
sonal or political ends. If anything of 
this kind occurs under private or cor

THE RAGING WATERS.

ville, Lawrencebarg and 
Other Cities Under 

W ater.

A Waste o f Water Everyw here.

profess or practice any other thanCatho- ; porate management there is a pecuniary

Mb

EGYPTIAN REVERSES.
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, a v ‘

A tide of reverses seems to have over
whelmed the Egyptian armies in the 
Soudan almost as effectually as when 
chasing the Hebrew children through 
the Red Sea. There has been such an 
accumulation of swift and overwhelming 
disasters that there has been no oppor
tunity for deliberation. It would have 
looked more creditable for England to 
have announced her intent to abandon 
upper Egypt betöre that intent had the 
appearance of being founded so much 
upon necessity.

It may be true that the country that 
has been lost was not worth saving, but 
we think very differently. Lower 
Egypt is a very poor country except the 
little strip that is covered by the over
flow of the Nile, but there is every rea
son to believe that the country about the 
sources and tributaries ofthat river is of 
the finest character. It looks as if the 
best part had been abandoned and the 
poorest retained.

It would have been well if England 
had determined upon her present policy 
sooner, so that France might have been 
allowed to take the Soudan under her 
wing. Not only is the decision unfor
tunate, but the manner of reaching it 
lias been most discreditable. Some are 

king lor El Madln to achieve a power 
1 success that shall rival that of the 

early caliphs and supplant the Turkish 
Miltan as the head of the faithful. Such 
a career of religious fanaticism in these 

is an impossibility.
Now, especially, when the valley of 

Congo is being opened to trade and 
settlement, the connection by way of 
the upper Nile should have been kept 
open and a railroad built up the river 
into the heart of the continent, and 
eventually on to the Cape of Good 
Hope, intersecting others running across 
the continent.

There is some ground for the com
plaint that the French make, that Eng- 
land failed to discharge the trust that 
-he undertook after excluding all assist
ance and participation.

The publishers of Mr. Blaine's book, 
“Twenty Years of Congress,” deny that 
the delay of its issue is due to the fail
ure of Mr. Blaine to furnish copy. The 
first volume is nearly ready for the pub
lic. and would have been in hand some 
time ago but for the thoroughly consci
entious care Mr. Blaine employs to se
cure an accurate and impartial history, j 
\ nother reason for dely has been the j 

addition of a greater number of steel j 
engravings than that first decided on,

I'erritorual Secretary Teller. , 
being interviewed at Yankton regarding 
Washington statements that he is a can
didate for governor of Dakota, said that 
’ e knew nothing about it except what he 
saw in the papers.

By the will of the late das. F. Clark,
■ >t Cleveland. Ohio, Chas. F. Clark, of 
Cedar Rapid-, Iowa, inherits $20,000, 
end sös'oo go to each of his children. 
Mrs. dames Walker, of the same place, 
receives $15.» mm.

lie rites. We venture to say that if such a 
law were made stringent and its enforce
ment relentlessly pursued for six months 
there would not be a Catholic Irishman 
in all Ireland at the end of a single 
year.

The hatred of the French towards the 
Germans is comparatively mild in con
trast with the mortal and irreconcilable 
hatred with which the Irish regard Eng
land. ______________ __

Senator Frye may be good represent
ative of the interests of Maine, but we 
are very clear in the opinion that tree 
ships will suit the whole country better. 
No matter where the ships are built, 
they are to run on the ocean and com
pete there with the ships of all other 
countries. The market for a ship after 
it is built is on the ocean and this must 
be remembered while the building is 
going on. American builders do not 
wan! to engage in ship-building unless 
they can do so at a profit, nor do Ameri
can capitalists any more want to be 
compelled to buy ships where they cost 
the most. Even with ships at the same 
price the American owner has to pay 
higher wages for sailors. We cannot go 
into this race too heavily handicapped 
with any chance to win.

responsibility which the government 
would not allow in its own case. In 
answer it might be said that the oppor
tunities offered by the present postal 
system give ground for the same objec
tion, but in practice the abuse is rare 
and there would of course be stringent 
laws to punish the abuse.

If the question were now on assuming 
the whole telegraphic service of the 
country and making it exclusive, we 
might hesitate with propriety, but on 
the matter of making experimental 
trials there ought to be no doubt or hesi
tation. The cost of a commission «f in
quiry would be as much as that of an 
experiment with all the advantages in 
favor of the latter.

th

The House is considering the utter 
physical impossibility of considering all 
the bills that come before it. The num
ber is legion and human capacity and 
endurance have not kept pace with the 
increase. But it is worth while to re
member that the greater share of these 
bills ought never to have been offered, 
and we might perhaps go farther and 
say that one bill out of a hundred is a 
generous estimate of all that ever ought 
to engage the serious attention of Con
gress. There ought to be auxiliary bod
ies, like the Court of Claims, to which 
the greater share of private bills should 
go for examination and report in the first 
instance. ________________

The first appropriation bill to be re
ported is that for the navy. It would 
seem that others less likely to provoke 
discussion should have been first report
ed. Perhaps Randall took this first be
cause he wanted to provoke discussion 
and keep out Morrison’s horizontal re
duction. ________________

The  American Nicaraguan Canal 
company has been abandoned. The 
government concession expires next 
September and requires the expenditure 
of two million dollars to retain it.

T w elv e  hundred invited guests saw 
Nathaniel Parrott, of the Maryland 
Club, married to Miss Lizzie Lane", a 
noted belle, in the colored Baptist 
church of Baltimore.

The Surgeon General, Hamilton, is 
informed that there are one hundred 
cases of small pox in the pest house at 
Louisville, and that small pox prevails 
at Shreveport.____________

For being a good cook and getting up 
at 3 o’clock in the morning for ten years, 
Governor Cleveland has pardoned Henry 
Harrison, a negro who was sentenced to 
Sing Sing for twenty years for robl*ery.

L ieut . Warham was killed at Oil 
City by a railroad collision an hour be
fore a medal came to him for being the 
best marksman in Pennsylvania.

Retirement o f  Gen. Sherman.
Washington, February 8.—The Presi

dent to-day issued the following order an
nouncing the retirement of Gen. Sherman :

“ Gen. Win. T. Sherman, gênerai of the 
army, having this day reached the age of 64 
years, is, in accordance with law, placed on 
the retired list of the army, without re
striction of pay and allowances. The an
nouncement of his severance from the com
mand of the army of one who has been 
for so many years its distinguished 
chief can but awaken in the minds not 
only of the army, but of the people of the 
United States, mingled emotions of regret 

f and gratitude. Regret that the withdrawal 
from active military service of tLe officer 
whose lofty sense of duty has been a model 
for all soldiers since he first entered the 
army in July, 1840, and gratitude 
freshly awakened for the services of 
incalculable value rendered by him in the 
war for the Union, which his great mili
tary genius and daring did so much to end. 
The President deems this a fitting occasion 
to give expression in this manner to the 
gratitude felt towards General Sherman by 
his fellow-citizens and to hope that Provi
dence will grant him many years of 
health and happiness in bis relief from the 
active duties of his profession.

(Signed), CHESTER A. ARTHUR.

OC HILTR EE’S TRANSPORT.

Declares He is Going to Marry 
Mackey’s Daughter.

Washington, February 8.—It is report
ed that Congressman Ochiltree is engaged 
to be married to Miss Mackey, daughter of 
the bonanza millionaire. Such is the an
nouncement published here: or at least 
Ochiltree’s assertiou of that fact to Con
gressman Cassidy, of Nevada. The way 
the engagement was brought about is de
scribed by a Texas member. Last spring 
Ochiltree was in New York, and while 
there met his old friend Mar-key. In the 
course of a conversation Mackey said :

“Tom. old boy. why don't you get mar
ried ?”

“Oh, I never yet have found a gal who 
would have me," Ochiltree replied.

“Oh, pshaw." said Mackey, “there are 
lots of worse fellows than you. You have 
never tried.”

“Well, my l»oy, I propose to test your 
sincerity. Now, you have a gal who just 
suits me. Can I have her ?”

“If you can win her hand, Tom, I will 
give my consent.”

“That is all the chance I want,” said 
Ochiltree, and according to his authority 
this was the motive for his trip to Europe 
last summer. He went to Paris and be
came the hated rival of proud earls, who 
were fluttering about Miss Mackey. He 
triumphed over them all, and the strong 
virtues of an American soldier of fortune 
captured Miss Mackey. The date of the 
marriage is not yet fixed. When the mar
riage takes place it is expected that Mackey 
will settle at least $1,000,000 upon the 
bride.

! north and Water street on the south, .and 
I from the junction of the rivers to 6th 

street, including Pennsylvania avenue, 
1 Liberty and First to Sixth Ferry and Short

f!inninnati Pittchnrir Î nnis- streets are almost entirelJ Su,bmer8ed’and u m e m n a u ,  r l l lS D U rg i LiUUlB every afreet south of Pennsylvania avenue
to Sharpsburg, a distance of five miles, are 
under from one to two leet of water. Law
rence Barrett, who has been playing in Li
brary Hall, on Pennsylvania avenue, was 

I compelled to suspend the performance till 
j  the high water recedes. South street is 
1 still open, although surrounded by water, 
' and the manager offers free transportation 
j to and from the Museum in boats.

The city is in semi-darkness—tüe water 
is up to the works and while the gas is 
still burning it is very dim. On the south 
side every street south of Carson, from 
Cb irtier creek to thirteenth street is inun
dated, while all the property within three 
squares of the river in Allegheny is sub
merged.

At this time it is impossible to estimate 
the loss, but it is safe to say that it will 
not fall short of a million and may greatly 
exceed that amount.

The Allegheny council meets to-morrow 
to discuss the situation and devise means 
for the relief of the unfortunates. Travel 
is suspended this evening on every rail
road running out of the city except the 
Pennsylvania Central, and many people 
who left their homes in the suburbs this 
morning were compelled to remain in the 
City overnight.

The morning newspapers are suffering 
great inconvenience Irom Hooding cellars, 
and the Pont, Commercial, Gazette and Times 
will be unable to print their editions in 
the morning on their own presses.

Meadville, Pa., February 6.— The 
western and southern parts of the city are 
inundated. People go to and from their 
homes in boats. All factories have been 
compelled to shut down, and nearly all 
the schools are closed. Trains on the 
Meadville railway have been abandoned. 
A few passenger trains are running on 
the New York Pennsylvania & Ohio, but 
no freight.

Louisville, February 6.—At 6 o'clock 
the river was rising three inches an hour. 
I t is raining steadily. People living on 
the Point are moving out to escape being 
inundated as they were last year* Frank 
Kudmaker is the only person yet drowned.

It is still raining, and the river creeps 
steadily up fear inches an hour. At 
10:30 o’clock the canal guage registered 
36A of water, which is within eight feet of 
the highest mark of last year. The river 
front Third to Fourteenth street is already 
inundated, and the water only lacks two 
feet of being over the cut-off' al>ove the 
city. A number ol distilleries, foundries, 
etc., near the river shut down to-night. 
Three hundred and fifty families have been 
driven off the Point, but no one knows 
where they are.

Wheeling , February 6.—The river has 
risen here all day about eight inches an 
hour, and there is now a depth of 44 feet. 
The seventh ward of the city, lying on 
Wheeling Island, are almost entirely sub
merged, and in many cases residents lAve 
abandoned their houses and in others have 
moved into the second story and reach 
their dwellings in skiffs. Portions of the 
first and eighth wards have been under 
water all day, and the river is now en
croaching on the business streets in the 
heart of the city. Main street bridge, the 
B. & O., the P. W. & Ky. K. R. bridge over 
Wheeling creek is under water, and two 
bridges over Caldwell’s run, near the south 
end are also covered. The railroad is under 
water in some places, and travel is altoge
ther suspended. Mail is not received or 
delivered, and locks have Ijeen taken 
out of mail boxes to prevent them from 
being clogged up with mail. 
Freight is refused by all lines. Street car 
travel will he stopped on all lines by noon. 
Bridgeport. Martiu’s Ferry and Bellair, O., 
are largely submerged ; at the latter place 
the gas is shut oft'. At Wheeling Creek 
coal mines the works and houses are sur
rounded and threatened with destruction. 
The inhabitants of low lying land are seek
ing safety in flight to higher parts of the 
city. Fully 5,000 families are rendered 
homeless by the flood, and arrangements 
have been made to shelter them in public 
halls to-night, and to-morrow morning, in 
accordance with the proclamation of Mayor 
Lyon, public meetings will be held at 
Frohsin and Turner Halls for the purpose 
of making some provision for them until 
the flood subsides sufficiently to permit 
them to return to their homes.

Wheeling , W. Va., February 6.—Much 
excitement was occasioned this evening by 
the report that many families were im
prisoned by water in their bouses in the 
low part of the town. Relief parties were 
organized by Mayor Miller and about 
twenty families rescued from their perilous 
positions. Prof. Stevenson and family 
were rescued lrom their dwelling on Lower 
Sister Island, six miles above here, by the 
tow boat Belle Prince. Their live stock 
had been taken to the second story of their 
house, and everything was saved except 
some poultry. Communication with the 
suburbs is cut off, the ferries not being 
able to run ou account of drift wood and 

The approaches to both bridges are

The Floods.
Cincinnati, February 6.—Sixty 1'eet and 

nine inches were recoaled at 9 p. m. The 
river is rising two inches an hour. The 
rain has almost stopped. The water has 
risen 6 feet 61 inches in the past 24 hours. 
The high water has stopped steamer travel 
between Cincinnati and Covington and 
Newport. Skiff's will be carrying passen
gers to the suspension bridge befere morn
ing. The lower part of the city is already 
submerged and hundreds, perhaps thous
ands, of houses are invaded on thelirst floors 
by water. It has been remarked that the 
business men show much less anxiety now 
than they did last year, although the 
promise to-day is that the flood will be 
greater thau last year.

Relief work has been started promptly 
with a determination that Cincinnati will 
take care of her own poor. A committee 
of fifteen was appointed by the Chamber of 
Commerce to hold a meeting this afternoon 
and put the machinery in immediate 
motion lor taking care of the cases of dis
tress. Two men were sent out at once to 
organize a food supply, and they will 
allow no worthy person to go hungry. This 
work is nearly two days in advance of last 
year's record in this direction. The pur
pose is to prevent the necessity for relief 
as far as possible. The gas works closed 
when the water reached 6U feet. The gas 
in the mains and meters is sufficient for 
to-night, but to-morrow night resource will 
he had to lamps, candles and electric lights. 
This fact has given rise to many queries 
as to whether the opera festival and 
Mapleson opera, announced to begin next 
Monday, will be postponed. One great 
source of trouble will be a water famine. 
The engine of the water works is working 
with diffculty and will be entirely dis
abled with five feet more of water. There 
will doubtless be an order issued to-morrow 
lor the stopping of all manufactories that 
use steam from running in order to save 
the water supply as much as possible. The 
general opinion is that the river will ex
ceed the highest stage oflast year—66 feet 
4 inches. The railroad situation is un
changed. The floors of the Grand Central 
depot, Ohio & Mississippi depot and Trans
fer depot are all weighted down with iron 
to keep them from being lifted by the 
water. No freight will be received. The 
Little Miami depot is inaccessible for trains.

Columbus, O., February 6.—The Sciota 
river at this point has been rising all day, 
and at 9 o’clock to-night was within a foot 
as high as it was in February last year, and 
gradually rising. The dykes along the 
river below the city broke to-night, and 
about a hundred families moved out, while 
others have gone into the second stories of 
their houses in hopes that the water will 
fall.

CLEVELAND, February 6.—There has 
been a steady rain for forty hours. The 
Mahoning river and its tributaries are 
much swollen, and people are being taken 
from their houses in l>oats. Railways are 
mostly covered with water.

At New Philadelphia the Ohio river is 
rising six inches an hour, and is already 
considerably higher than last year. Great 
alarm is felt along the low lands. The ' 
town is nearly cut off' from outside com
munication.

Sandusky, O., February 6.—The river 
at Fremont is rising slowly, and may im
pede travel. Cold weather is promised, 
which may check the rise in the Maumee, 
postponing, if not entirely averting dis
astrous floods.

Dover, O., February 6.—The low lands 
ars submerged, railroad travel suspended, 
and depots partly under water. There 
have been washouts at several places, caus
ing great damage. The water is several . 
inches higher than last year.

Steubenville, February 6.—At 7 p. m. 
the river was up to 44 leet, and still rising. 
The flood here is the greatest ever known. 
The city lies high, and the local damage is , 
not heavy. All trains on the Pan Handle 
are delayed from six to ten hours by a 
washout near Mingo, four miles west of 
here. All the roads have ceased running 
truins. The city water works are sub
merged and the water supply has been 
stopped. The Pan Handle road is using a 
large force of additional hands to repair 
its tracks.

P ittsburg, February 6.—The Mononga- 
hela river is stationary, but the Allegheny 
is rising. At Booneville, Greenesboro and 
other points up the Monongahela the river 
is falling.

Standing ou Duquesne Heights, which 
overlook two cities, this afternoon one 
could see a spectacle rarely spread for view. 
At the base of the hill the black fringe of 
mills and factories were idle, and the 
clouds of smoke that ordinarily roll up 
from their grimmy throats were not pres
ent to disturb the vision. As far up the 
the Monongahela as Hazelwood and up the 
Allegheny to Sharpsburg the the course of 
the flood could he watched. On both j 
rivers it was the same thing. Railroads 
along the hanks had disappeared in many 
places, and here anffthere a stranded car 
could be seen sticking its black ; 
top out of the yellow water.
Buildings that usually stand away back 
from the water's edge were surrounded 
and cut off from connection with the solid 
earth. Steamboats almost touched the 
houses along the wharves, and in some j 
instances were floating in the streets. I 
Down the Ohio river, islands could be seen 
shrinking to smaller proportions as the 
water rose up and hid the lower portions 
from sight. From shore to shore the water 
was covered with ice, with here a log and 
there the remains of a barge or float whirl
ing in the midst of it. Along the shores 
presented a queer view from this elevated 
lookout. Much of the point had disap- j 
peared, and it was only the two bridges 
that made it possible to say where the ex- ! 
act end of that part of the city was located. 
The Point bridge was cut off on the Pitts-

sion bridge this morning was not cheering. 
Along the Covington front to the Licking 
river is entirely submerged, the water being 
in the second story of the dwellings. New
port presents the appearance of a lake, a 
few dwellings peeping out like small is
lands.

The whole lower part of the city, from 
Second street river front, is covered with 
boats to-day employed for patrolling and 
relief. The Common Council decided to 
ask authority for a loan of $10,000 for the 
fond. Ten school house have been closed 
in the submerged or near the submerged 
parts of the city and placed at the disposal 
ot the relief committee for the accommoda
tion ol people driven from their houses.

Iu Covington to-day a relief committee 
has bien organized, and the Legislature 
will be asked not to collect this year's taxes 
in the flooded districts.

No loss ot life and no great destruction 
of property has yet occurred. The story of 
loss of life at Marietta, Ohio, is not credited, 
but the wires are all down to that point. 
The river is rising still l»ut more slowly. 
Iu thirteeu hours since midnight the rise 
has been only eight inches. Preparations 
were made for doing without gas to-night. 
A brisk trade in coal oil lamps and candles 
is going on. The people still contemplate 
even a greater rise than last year, but with
out any alarm. It is estimated that the 
losses from overflow will not be more than 
ten per cent, as much as last year, owing to 
letter care to prevent loss.

2:30 p. m.—The river is 61 feet 9 inches, 
and is apparently stationary.

News from Lawrenceburg indicate much 
fright, but not much danger. When the 
levee broke this morning the water from 
the Ohio had already stered, so when the 
Miami water came there was no such cur
rent as had been feared. The chief dan
ger now is in crumbling foundations and 
high winds. Many small freight houses 
w ill be moved from their foundations.

PlTTSUURG, February 6.—The river is 
receding here and at all points along the 
Allegheny, but is rising slowly at the 
headwaters of the Monongahela. At 11 
a. m. the Monongahela marks indicated 32 
feet, a fall of 16 inches since midnight. 
The Allegheny is declining less rapidly, 
with 33 feet 10 inches—a drop of eight 
inches from the highest point reached. It 
is believed that the worst is over, and 
that the water will now rapidly decline. 
Rain fell all night, and the indications this 
morning point to continued light rain 
through the day, to be followed by colder 
and clearing weather.

No accurate figures can yet be given as 
to the damage, but the most conservative 
admit that it will amount up into the mil
lions. Fifteen thousand men are tempo
rarily thrown out of employment by the 
stoppage of mills and factories. The 
flooded factories last night presented a 
vivid picture. All night the police 
patrolled the district in lioats, and all skiff’s 
whose occupants could not give a good ac
count of themselves were taken in. It was 
feared that thieves would take advantage 
of the deserted stores and dwellings to 
pillage them. No gas was burning on the 
streets, and intense darkness prevailed, 
which was relieved by an occasional elec
tric light. There are plenty of deserted 
residences, from which people had fled, but 
there were just as many who stayed. Few 
slept while they declined to seek safety by 
removing. They had not the courage to 
sleep while danger was imminent. Cur
tains were drawn back from windows and 
the occupants nervously inquired of the 
police patrol as they passed in boats as to 
the stage of water and if the river was 
still rising. The gratifying intelligence 
that the water was stationary at midnight 
was received on all sides with expressions 
of joy and thankfulness.

Wheeling, February 7.—The river here 
is at fifty-six feet and still rising. There 
was great distress during the night. The 
steamer Belle Prince has this morning 
been engaged in taking families off the 
island, where many still remain, skiff's 
have done good work. Many casualties 
have been reported, but investigation shows 
slight foundation for most of them. Many 
heartrending instances which shocked the 
people imprisoned all night amid the waste 
of waters, came to light this morning.

Evansville, Ind., February 7.—The 
river is still rising two inches an hour, and 
is now 42 feet and 4 inches on the gauge. 
Boats are busy saving stock, grain, and 
families. No change in the weather, 
which is warm and a drizzling rain is 
falling. News from the Wabash and 
White rivtis is gloomy.

Beli.AIRE, ()., February 7.—The Goblet 
Works caught fire this morning from ltme 
slacking iu the water, but the flames did 
little harm. The scenes about the city 
are unprecedented within a century. There 
is four feet more water than in the great 
flood of 1883 and two or three feet more is 
expected. It is impossible at this hour to 
give an estimate of the damage. Business 
is nearly suspended.

Louisville, February 7.—The situation

furnishing them food and raiment to 
alleviate their sufferings. In the City 
Hall there are a number of children re
ported very ill. Only one casuality is re
ported to-day. John Jacobs, of Sharps- 
bnrg, was catching drift wood when he 
fell into the water and was drowned.

Travel on nearly all railroads is still 
suspended, and hundreds of strangers are 
unwillingly compelled to remain in the 
city. Heavy land slides are reported on 
all the roads. The Baltimore A Ohio com
pany are running trains, but make no ef
fort to arrive or depart on schedule time. 
A collision occurred on the B. <Sc O. je s_er- 
day near Fallsburg Station between two 
passenger trains. No one was fatally in
jured.

Wheeling, February 7.—The river is 
fifty feet six iuelies and rising slowly. The 
steamers Belle, Prince, and Princess have 
been busily engaged in bringing people 
from Ireland. There is more damage to 
property than has ever Ijeen experienced 
here before. The fair ground is a total 
wreck, and three houses came floating 
down from above. The weather i» cloudy 
and cool and the water here is still rising. 
A vastly larger area is submerged than iu 
1882. Houses, bridges, straw, haystacks, 
etc., have been floating down all day. The 
Wheeling Cheese company’s storage house 
here loses about $50,000 by water in 
the cellars. The merchants on Main and 
Water streets also lose heavily. Seveial 
houses on an island floated oft'.

Ten thousand people are homeless and 
unprovided tor here. Fully 15,000 were 
driven from home by she floods, but a 
third of these are comfortably quartered 
at hotels, Ijoardiug hoses or with friends, 
lhe public schools and churches were 
thrown open and many people are housed 
in them. It is impossible to estimate the 
losses, but they will aggregate over a mil
lion dollars.

Water reached the lune pits of the Bel- 
laire, O., Goblet Works, the Table Glass 
company, of Bridgeport, (X, and eleven 
glass works at Martin s Ferry, O., ami the 
slacking lime started flames. In all eases 
the damage was slight and no less of life 
resulted. Bat the fatality from the removal 
of sick persons from exposed houses will 
be great. The Western Union teleegrapli 
office is only reached by boats. The Bal
timore it < Hiio wires ate all down, and tel
ephone communication with all suburbs is 
cut of. The water and gas works gave out 
to-day aud to-night the city is in utter 
darkness and at the mercy of tire if one 
should start. The streets of half the city 
are navigable only iu Ijoats. All sorts of 
craft are plying as ferriers. Many people 
are still exposed on the island, not a spot 
of which remains aliove water. The work 
of removing them goes bravely on by 
skill's and steamlx ats. A relief meeting 
was held this afternoon and $5,700 raised 
in half an hour, and committees formed to 
look after the destitute.

The water reached its highest [joint at 
10 o’clock, when it was fifty-feet. Since 
theD it has receded a few inches.

Cincinnati, February 7.—Contrary to 
expectations the gas is burning to-night 
and there are Lwpes that the supply may 
not be cut oft' at all. This, however de
pends on the future rise being very slight. 
There is much speculation to-day over 
what is to come, and opinions vary. The 
most hopeful say .there cannot be more thau 
a foot more of water while others say that 
the extraordinary water at Pittsburg aud 
Wheeling, coupled with the fact that the 
tributaries iu Ohio and Kentucky, both 
above and below, are nearly all rising, 
must make a continued rise here for several 
days, in which case the flood will exceed 
that of last year. Th* submerged territory 
is now practically as great as last year. Iu 
the city proper the water is within 200 feet 
of the limit. On the streets last year the 
only difference was a few feet of depth. 
The day has passed with no disaster to re
port. The most careful attention is given 
everywhere to the saving of property, 
fleets of coalj barges, fully manned, are 
closely watched day * nd night. Not a 
single barge has yet Ijeeu lost. The 
absence of high wind has l>eeu favorable 
to this property as well as to the submerged 
frame houses. Food has been promptly 
furnished to-day and boats patrol the 
Hooded district to see that no eases of want 
are neglected. Two tire engines floating 
on scows are kept ready to be drawn to 
any place that a fire may break out in the 
flooded district.

2 a. m.—The river is 62 feet, a rise of an 
inch and a quarter since midnight. It now- 
lacks one foot and seven inches of the flood 
of 1832 and four feet four inches of the 
flood ot last year. The weather is cloudy 
aud warm.

Little Rock, February 7.—There has 
been a light rain all day. The Arkansas 
river has risen six lèet four inches since 
the last report. Advices from Desha and 
Chicot counties fear another overflow of 
the Mississippi river and apprehension is 
felt at the Upposum Fork levee, now being 
built, that it cannot be finished iu time to

hasn't materially «'banged here since yester- avert a disaster should the rise continue a 
day. It rained steadily all night but it few days longer.

flooded. The Intelligencer pi ess room is 
flooded, but the paper will be printed iu 
the Zeitung office. Charley Shay's theatre, 
the Market House and several stores were 
opened this evening to those who were 
obliged to flee from their houses

J effersonville, February 6.—There is 
much excitement, confusion aud apprehen
sion lest the town shall he totally inun
dated as last year. People are moving and 
preparing lor the flood. No damage has 
Ijeen done as yet. It will take nine leet to 
bring the water to last year’s highest point. 
The new till on the Jeffersonville, Madison 
& Indianapolis railroad is reported to be 
giving away.

Madison, Ind., February 6.—At 2:30 
p. m. the river was rising three inches an 
hour. The whole river front is submerged.

Cairo , 111., February 6.—The Ohio river 
is rising an inch an hour. A drizzling 
rain has been falling all afternoon. The 
people in the low lands are moving to 
higher ground. The loss will be compara
tively small.

L ittle Rock, February 6.—The river 
has been rising two inches an hour all 
day. The rain last night and to-day ex
tended through the valley above Fort 
Smith.

Cincinnati, February 7—12226 p. m.— 
The river is now 61 feet 61 inches and still 
rising. There is no change in the weather, 
except, perhaps, it is a little cooler. A 
slight rain prevails at intervals. Telegraph 
communication with up-river points is al-

\i:w  York brokers want to move the 
s ock exchange up between Union and 
Madison -quares. The banks and brok
er- would have to follow.

T he piece system at current outside 
prices is urged by the legislature for the 
New Jersey prison labor.

Montreal money will work the 
Nova Scotia coal mines next year and 
raise the output to 500,000 tons.

The Whipping Post.
W ilmington, February 9.—Six convicts 

five colored and one white, were whipped 
at New Castle this morning.

Suicide in a Theatre.
San Antonio, February 8.—A stranger, 

aged 19 years, entered the Yaudeville 
theatre early last evening and took a seat 
in one of the private boxes. He drank 
freely during the performance and was 
liberal in treating the women. As the cur
tain fell on the last act a pistol shot was 
heard, and oa entering the box the lifeless 
body of the stranger was fonnd stretched 
on the floor with a bullet hole iu his head. 
The weapon lay at his side.

burg side, the water being neck deep at ' most cut off’. There is no communication

Dismissals from the Army.
Washington, February 8.—The Presi

dent has approved the sentence of dismissal 
in the case of 1st Lieutenant Win- L. 
Clarke, 21st Infantry, and First Lieutenant 
Jos. L. Cummings, 3d Cavalry, tried and 
convicted on charges of duplicating their 
pay accounts. The order will be issued 
from the War Department to-morrow dis
missing them from the army.

the foot of the approach. Skiffs and floats 
were plying to and from, and apparently 
had many patrons. The Union bridge 
was deserted and surrounded by water.

The rivers are believed to have reached 
their highest point at 10 o’clock to-night 
and are now stationery, with the Monon
gahela 23 feet and 3 inches, and the Alle
gheny 34 feet and 6 inches. The latest 
news from the headwaters report that the 
waters are receding. It is still raining,but 
very light. One fatality is just reported. 
Thomas Kelly, a grocer of South Side, was 
trying to secure driftwood and fell into the 
Monongahela and was drowned, \nother 
man, unknown, went down the river on a 
barge and is believed to have been lost. 
Hundreds of woman and children are quar
tered in the City Hall to-night Many 
were half starved. A substantial supper 
was served them and everything possible 
done to relieve their sufferings.

It is still raining with no immediate 
prospects of clearing weather. The streets 
bounded by Duquesne way on the

with Portsmouth, Lexington, Huntington. 
Marietta, or Parkersburg. This morning 
Gallipoli8 reports a rise of three feet last 
night and still rising at the rate of three 
inches per hour.

The levee on the Miami river at Law- 
renceburg broke at 2 o’clock this morning, 
but as the town was already submerged 
with water from the Ohio not much dam
age could be done.

Cincinnati, February 7.—The most as- 
! suring sign to be seen to-day is a white 
j flag, with a black center, floating from the 
! top of Pike's opera house building from the 
i signal service office, denoting coming cold 
! weather. It is the first time the signal has 
i been used and could never have been more 

welcome. So long as the weather remained 
mild the little streams continue feeding the 
flood and prolong the high water. A freeze 
will put a check on the sources and hasten 
a falL It is now thought the river will 
continue rising here until Saturday or Sun
day, and if no more rain comes then it will 
fall rapidly. The view from the suspen-

turned at daybreak aud has been only 
drizzling since. The river has l>een rising | 
from two to four inches an hour. At noon 
to-day the canal gauge registered 38 feet 1 
inch and rising at the rate of two inches 
an hour. The floor! will uot l»e atteuded 
with as much suffering as last year. The 
people iu dangerous localities have nearly 
all moved out aud have taken many neces
saries with ihem, which in 1883 they 
didn’t have time to take. Most of the 
people have found homes. The Board of 
Trade started relief measures this morning 
and sent out a boat with provisions to the 
submerged districts. But little suffering 
is reported as yet. Jeffersonville and New 
Albany are waiting patiently for their in
undation, hut have suffered nothing as yet j 
from the water. A special to the Courier- 
Journal from Frankfort at noon says the 
Kentucky river is rising slowly. The raiu 
has ce.ised and it has turned cold.

Mem phis, Tenn.. February 6. — The 
floods pouring out of the upper rivers are 
giving great concern to the people of this 
section, who cannot see any way of avert
ing one of the most serious overflows that 
ever devastated the lowlands. Warning 
has been sent to the plantations below to 
remove the stock to a place of safety, | 
which, if heeded, will save them thousands 
of dollars. It has Ijeen raining almost 
steadily for the past 36 hours, which will 
swell all the interior rivera and add to the 
disaster which is almost upon the people 
below this city.

Cleveland , O., February 6.—-The rains 
have ceased and the water is receding in 
Northern Ohio. At Youngstown the low 
landä were submerged eight inches deeper 
at 7 o’clock this morning than ever before

Pittsburg, February 7.—The ri\ers are 
still receeding. A careful estimate of the 
loss from the Hood gives a total of three 
million dollars, this is largely due from a 
fact discovered to-day that a majority of 
the manufacturers will uot be able to re
sume operatious before Monday week, as 
all the mills lie low and will be inundated 
loug after the streets are clear.

At a meeting of the citizens this after
noon an executive committee was appoint
ed who were to take immediate steps to re
lieve the sufferers of the two cities; also 
committees representing the leading busi
ness interests were appointed to collect 
donations. Before these provisions can be 
made however, the suffering will be great, 
as many families living in the second story 
of their houses have been without food or 
lire for 36 hours. Two more fatalities h«ve 
been reported : Wm. Bowman, aged 50, 
of the 8th waj.-d, iu Allegheny, while at
tempting to step out of a window into a 
skiff fell into the water aud was swept 
away by the swift curieut before he could 
be rescued; ami Harvey Genung, aged 11, 
who had been missing from his home in 
the 8th ward, iu Allegheny, since Tuesday 
was found drowned this afternoon.

Cin c in n a t i, February 8 .-9  a. m.—The 
river is 62 feet 4Ô inches, a riseot 4| inches 
since 2 a. m. * The weather is cloudy aud 
cool. The cold wave flag that was tiyiug 
from the signal office yesterday has disap- 
jieared, and no relief is expected now on 
that account.

The river at Portsmouth is sixty feet 
and rising rapidly. It is falling fast at 
headwaters, but a further rise must come 
before it all runs out. Marietta and 
Parkersburg have been entirely cut oil

knowu. Manufactories are shut down, from all communication for the past two 
At noon the water had fallen two inches days. Portsmouth is the only up river 
and is still receding. At Akron the water ; point heard from so far. 
had fallen three feet. No further damage St e u b e n v il l e , February 8.—The high- 
is expected. Railways are resuming tra- | est point, 49 feet, was reached yesterday 
vel. In the vicinity of Wheeling the river I at 2 p. in., which is two feet higher thau in 
is 51 1'eet and rising. The island is over- | 1832, the greatest previous floor!. Since 2 
flowed as high as the houses in some parts. | o’clock the water has receded 18 inches

P ittsburg, Pa., February 7.—Measures 
for the relief of the sufferers by the flood 
will be taken to-day. The Allegheny 
Council this morning appointed a com
mittee to receive subscriptions and take 
such other action as might be fonnd neces
sary to relieve the present wants of the 
sufferers. This afternoon a public meet
ing will be held in this city for the same 
purpose. Donations are already pouring 
in from the citizens and it is thought tftat 
no difficulty will be experienced in raising 
any amonnt needed. The public halls of 
both cities are filled with women and chil
dren who are rend» red homeless. Every
thing possible is being done in the way of

and continues falling. The loss to private 
property here is $150,000, aud to the rail
roads incalculable. No life lost in this 
vicinity.

P ittsiji kg , February 8.—The rivers are 
again within their banks and steadily re
ceding. The Monongahela marks 26 feet 
11 inches at noon, with one foot more in 
the Allegheny. The streets of the cities 
are almost entirely under water. The 
people in the submerged districts are busy 
clearing houses and streets of the yellow, 
slimy mud and debris left behind as an 
unpleasant memento. With decreasing 
perils from water comes the lurking 
danger from weakened foundations which


