
O HELEN A WEEKLY HERALD

THE COMING CONVENTION.

A Prophesy that Blaine and Logan Will 
be the Presidential Ticket The .

Various Candidates and Who
Will Present Them— Who 

Will Preside-The Build
ing All in Beadiness.

[special TO the hebald.] 
CHICAGO, May -!7.—‘"Blaine and Logan 

will lie the winning ticket at the 1'orth- 
oining convention." said a prominent poli

tician to-day. He declined to have1 his 
name made public, but bather stated that 
he had been here lor a week, and that at a 
• onference held at W ashiugton recently 
an agreement had been entered into be
tween the two chiefs to effect the above 
result, and that no ordinary circumstance 
could prevent it. Blaine, lie added, would 
certainly have ‘{61 votes on the first ballot, 
and then Logan would have his name 
withdrawn and the Illinois delegation 
would be added to the Blaine column, 
which would leave him only eight votes 
to secure his nomination lor President, 
which would follow on the fourth ballot. 
“()h, it will be quick and effective work, I 
remarked the politician, “and to make up 
the eight we have twenty-two positively 
pledged." Inquiries among the leaders j 
lu re revealed the fact that a combination I 
had certainly been made within a week by 
which it seemed assured that Blaine would i 
head the ticket. The arrangement also J  
contemplates the nomination of Logan for 
Vice President by the combined strength 
of the two, and the balance of the pro
gramme contemplates the names ol Conk- 
ling. Hoar, Fairchild, Sherman and Ed
munds for The Cabinet, and the names of 
Lincoln, Phelps, Gresham and Hawley lor 
ioreigu ministers. It seems to be doubted 
very much whether the above Cabinet 
would lie a happy family, but it is stated 
that Conkling would probably not accept, 
he merely desiring a Cabinet position ten
dered him as a sort of vindication. His 
revenue from his law practice is now of 
such magnitude that he claims he could 
not afford to re-enter political life again 
actively. The strange part of the bargain 
is the last clause, which is to the effect 
that Logan is to be understood as being in 
the direct line of Presidential succession 
in 1888.

The political clans are gathering in force 
and every day marks the arrival of the ad
vance agent of some delegation to take pos
session of the hotel apartments engaged 
weeks ago and make ready everything for 
the actual workers. Tlje friends of the 
various candidates are already here, and 
the various booms are to be well looked 
alter. The number of dark horses is in
creasing and hits already reached the ag
gregate of 31, so prolific is the country in 
presidential timlier. The many little 
boomlets will not be neglected, but are 
being carefully nursed for the great contest 
on the third of June. Vigorous politicians 
are busy slate-making, and an astonishing 
number of favorite sons will lie brought 
forward. The subject of the chairmanship 
of the convention is actively discussed, and 
the choice seems to lie between Plumb, of 
Kansas; Hoar, of Massachusetts; Sewell, 
of New Jersey ; and Horr, of Michigan, for 
the Blaine side of the house; and George 
William Curtis, of New York; Uncle Dick 
Thompson, Indiana ; or McKinley, ol 
Ohio. Hoar, it will lie remembered, pre
sided with dignity four years ago, while 
Plumb is an excellent Parliamentarian and 
has a strong voice As the East named the 
presiding otlicer at the last convention and 
also one of the Secretaries, it is believed 
the chairmanship will go this time to the 
West.

The National Committee will agree upon 
the temporary officers without difficulty at 
its meeting ou Saturday before the conven
tion. Blaine will probably be presented in 
a nomination speech by Burrows, ol Michi
gan : while Senator Cullom ol Illinois will 
present Logan's name ; Hoar of Massachu
setts will speak for Edmunds; Robertson, 
of New York, will appeal for Arthur; 
Brandagee, of Connecticut, will nominate 
Hawley ; Thompson and Williams ol In
diana will speak for Harrison and Gresham; 
Foraker, of Ohio, will present the claims of 
Sherman ; while a score ol others will 
second the nominations in brief speeches.

There bids lair to be a little scene when 
young Kosevelt, ol New York, presents the 
name of Lincoln. Of course the lobbies 
will raise a great cheer, and when that has 
subsided a certain Illinois delegate will 
arise and read a letter from Secretary Lin- 
Lincoln positively forbidding the use ol 
his name. But Kosevelt will have touched 
the popular chord of a grateful memory 
and accomplished his purpose. The com
ing meeting, however, does not promise 
much in oratory, and no such dramatic 
scenes will be witnessed on the floor as 
were seen four years ago, when Conkling, 
and Garfield, and Logan, end 
Storrs. and Boutwell, and Haymond, 
and Pixley, and Hale did most
of the talking and did it well. Even
the praying is not likely to be as good as 
in the last convention, for a new list of 
ministers have been selected. But Flana
gan will be here again, the notorious 
Webster Flanagan ; in fact, has even now 
arrived from Texas, and will no doubt 
paralyze the meeting with his cow-boy 
speeches.

The convention chamber is now ready, 
the tickets are printed, the delegates are 
gathering, and the candidates are anxious 
for the decisive contest. EARLIE.

T he G ood T em plar«.

W ashington, May 27 —The Right 
W orthy Grand Lodge of Good Templars 
convened here to day for their thirtieth an
nual session, with 400 delegates in attend
ance, representing Canada, India, Prince 
Edward’s Island, and every State in the 
Union. R. W. G. T. George B. Katzen 
stein, of Sacramento, presided, and read 
the annual report which states that evi
dence of progress in the direction of leg
islative prohibition for the past year has 
been marked and encouraging. The re
port declares that unless one or both of 
the great political parties declare unequiv
ocally for temperance, the temperance peo
ple will support the prohibition candidate 
to be nominated at the convention to be 
held at Pittsburg, July 23d. The report 
of the grand secretary shows the organiza 
tion to lie in a most flourishing condition 
in every respect.

r e s t o r e d  c u r r e n c y .

The Greenbacks That Were Mutilated  
by a Mountain Rat.

The article on “Buried Currency,” pub
lished in the D a i l y  H e b a l d  of the 7th 
inst, is referred to by the Treasuier of the 
United States. A. U. Wyman, in trans
mitting to the Merchants National Bank of 
Helena the result of the remittance sent 
to him of mutilated currency described in 
that article.

It appears that the Prickly Pear ranch
man, who was so unfortunate as to have 
his hidden treasure of $850 so nearly de
stroyed by a mountain rat that he would 
have sold the fragment of money for a 
song, will not. by the fair dealing and exact 
justice of the Treasury Department, lie 
much the loser. By the report of the 
Treasurer of the United States to the Mer
chants National of Helena, which sent on 
for redemption the hodge-podge or bits ol 
paper money, the ranchman got $740, made 
up of the mutilated currency as follows :
L egal tenders , tw o  te n s ............................................... 20 j
L egal ten d ers , tw o  tw e n tie s ..................................  40 j
L egal ten d ers , th r e e  o n e  h u n d re d s ....................  300
N ational h an k  n o te s , tw o  te n s ..............................  20 |
N a tio n a l b an k  n o tes, tw o  tw e n t ie s .....................  40 j
N a tio n a l b a n k  n o te s , th re e  o n e  h u n d re d s ......  300
G old not«1, o n e ............................................................  20

Total.......................................................S7«>
The particles and fragments of this re

mittance not redeemed by the Treasurer 
are marked “past finding out.”

The process of ascertaining the lace 
[ value of fragments of Legal Tender and j 

National Bank Currency at the United j 
States Treasurer's office, shows that the 
treatment of such redemption must be di- : 
rected by the most eminent ingenuity and ! 
skill. By the letter of the Treasurer a ! 
sample of the make-up of a fragment note 
is given, which shows that the fragments 
are manipulated by expert lingers, directed 
by strong magnifying glasses and placed 
together in such a manner that a whole 
uote with numbers, vignetts, coat of arms, 
place of issue, date, etc. can he distinctly 
identified as pasted together.

How such an amount as $740 could be 
gotten out of the bits of lint that were 
forwarded in this case to the U. S. Treas
urer for redemption as money, is a wonder 
to those who saw the fragments of a rat's 
nest sent on by the Merchants National 
Bank of Helena. The result shows the 
great care and attention given business at 
the U. S. Treasury and how obliging the 
officials are to holders of the National 
Currency, not ignoring those who put their 
greenbacks in a rat hole.

Military Transfers.

The military transfers, as they affect 
Montana, are in progress. This morning 
Gen. Brisbin moves from Fort Ellis with 
the troops ofthat post for Boise City, Idaho, 
marching by way of Virginia City and 
Dillon to Pocatello. From the latter point 
the Brisbin command go by rail over the. 
Oregon Short Line to within a couple of 
days march of Boise. The troops from the 
latter place will meet Brisbin at Pocatello, 
bringing back the Montana transportation. 
On May 28th the Fort Keogh cavalry, 
under Captain Higgins, will be at Billings, 
where they will lie joined by the Fort 
Custer column, under Gen. John P. Hatch, 
and proceed on to Missoula, where they 
will be met by the First Cavalry, exchang
ing transportation. The Second will then 
go to Fort Cœur d'Alene and be distributed ; 
to posts in the Department of Columbia, ! 
and the First Cavalry will come from Mis
soula east to be distributed to posts in 
Gen. Terry’s Department.

Metropolitan Airs.

If there is one thing more than another ; 
that establishes the metropolitan character ; 
of Helena, it is the costly improvements 
that are noticed in changing one kind of 
architecture for another, following the 
fashions as it were like the ladies who 1 
adopt the latest style of make-up. To-day ( 
we notice the demolition of the fine cut 
sand stone front of the two stores on Main 
street occupied by W. G. Bailey and Auer- 1 
bach & Berkenfield, which are to give place 
to a double front of iron. The building 
occupied by John Kinna, on Main street, j 
only last week parted with its handsome 
cut sand stone front for one of cut granite. [ 
The cost of such improvements cut but lit
tle figure when the matter of style and j 
durability are both attained.

Our Water Supply.

We have heard of nothing yet being 
done to aid in the satisfactory settlement j 
of this question of first importance to 
Helena, the providing for our city of 
sure and ample supply of water. We 
are proud and pleased to go about our 
city and every week notice improve
ments in streets that are well worth all 
they cost.

But no one will pretend that the most 
important of all these improvements 
can compare with that of having a larger 
and surer supply of good water. We 
cannot get along without water, and we 
can get along as we have for so many 
years with comparatively poor roads. 
What money the city has or can procure 
from any available sources of revenue j 
will no more than suffice to es
tablish the grades of the 
streets generally and give such a 
careful and general survey of all the 
available sources of water supply that 
we shall know what to do when the 
Legislature next assembles. Measure
ments should be carefully made of the 
quantity of water that every resource 
can supply at different seasons of the 
year. The test will be what amount of 
water can he furnished in thedryest part 
of the season.

Estimates as accurate as possible 
should be made of the cost of getting 
water from the several sources of sup
ply. It will be found that the whole of 
one season is short enough to gather all 
the data necessary for forming an inteli- 
gent opinion. When all the facts are 
generally known of the relative merits ; 
and cost of the various schemes and 
sources of supply we apprehend that it 
will not be difficult to decide. The fate 
of the artesian well will soon be known,
It is barely possible that this may settle i 
the whole question, though we fear n<Jt. j

EXTENDING  COMMECCIAL R E 
LATIONS.

The present House of Representatives, 
in utter disregard of the wishes of the 
country and the interests of commerce, 
has refused appropropriations to sup
port a minister to Greece, Roumania 
and one other ccurrtrv, and has cut 
down the number of consuls by the 
dozen and the salaries and other allow
ances in a most niggardly and ruinous 
fashion. We need all our foreign mis
sions, twice as many consuls as we have, 
and the means at their disposal should 
be vastly increased. In fact, if  the 
policy is to be to give them no pay and 
no means to make themselves useful in 
acquiring accurate, ample and valuable 
information, it would be more honorable 
to abolish the offices and have done with 
foreign relations entirely. It is notorious 
the world over that our foreign repre
sentatives are maintained on an allow
ance that would shame the smallest 

i country in Europe.
There is no occasion for,this parsimony, 

we are quite able to support our minis
ters decently. We have large and in
creasing relations with all the European 
countries. Our minister to Greece is 
Eugene Schuyler, the peer of any for
eign minister. What has he done but 
honor his country in every ̂ capacity, that 
his mission should be done away with ?

In the days of the Greek struggle for 
independence Kentucky had in Clay a 
representative that could speak eloquent
ly for that little nursery of valor, learn
ing, eloquence and art. Has the coun
try been retrogading since?

But it is chiefly as our consular and 
diplomatic corps has to do with the ex
tension of our foreign trade that it ought 
to be increased and better provided for.

The Congo country has recently been 
opened and there is a prospect of a large 
commerce springing up with the interior 
of Africa. We ought to be in readiness 
to take advantage of such openings. 
Senator Morgan, with a better appreci
ation of the situation, has moved an 
additional appropriation of $50,000 to 
allow the Bresident to provide suitable 
representation for the interests of our 
commerce on the Congo.

This is only a single instance among 
many occurring every year. Commerce 
is increasing with more rapid strides 
than ever before in the history of the 
world. The advance every year, at 
present, is greater than in ten years at 
the beginning of this century. Civiliza
tion increases wants and creates new 
ones. Only see the way commerce has 
grown with China and Japan. The 
Pacific ocean is almost entirely un
occupied compared with what it will be 
a century hence.

It seems to us that a very little reflec
tion should convince every American, 
no matter what his politics, that we had 
reached the era of settlement and de
velopment of internal commerce, when 
it was our duty to look abroad. We 
should have the strongest navy in the 
world, and by the time we could get it 
built we should see our commercial 
marine resuming all its lost ground, nor 
would it take a quarter of a century till 
our flag should wave oyer a wider and 
richer commerce than any other in the 
world.

It is a time to be abroad ; to have com
mercial agents in every seaport to study 
the resources of every country with such 
fullness and accuracy of detail that we 
can negotiate special commercial treaties 
with as little delay as possible and with 
as few mistakes as posssible to our ad
vantage. __________________

T H E DAY OF JUDGMENT.

The rapid construction of railroads for 
the last twenty years is the marvel of the 
world. It was altogether too enormous 
to be natural and healthy, It has re
sulted in a rapid growth and develop
ment of the country and the multiplica
tion of wealth in a ratio heretofore un
known in the world’s history. Yet by 
the light of the recent fall in prices of 
stock and the collapse of fortunes of 
supposed millionaire magnitude, it will 
appear that this growth ha3 been prin
cipally stimulated by a few managi ng 
spirits intent on personal fortunes, men 
who had discovered the secret of manip
ulating stocks and issuing bonds, of pool
ing, and consolidating, by which colossal 
fortunes were made in a day.

Gradually the light has dawned upon 
the general popular mind how railroads 
were built and how they were managed. 
The bubbles have been pricked and the 
wind and water have escaped very fast. 
The day of judgment has come. Rail
roads are just as valuable, are held in  
just as high esteem to-day as ever, but 
they must be rated like other property 
at cost, and not be ushered on to the 
stage of existence at a nominal cost four 
times as great as the actual cost. To 
pay dividends on such inflated capital 
has required extortionate charges, and 
these in turn have killed or crippled 
business and raised intense popular dis
content.

With the inducement withdrawn of 
making enormous profits through build
ing contracts or stock manipulations, 
railroads will multiply much less rapid
ly and only in response to some real de
mand. It is ralher a bitter experience 
to those who were swimming on the 
bubbles to have them burst, but it will 
be a decided blessing to the country in 
every way.__________________

Will F ight  the D uke .
Beblin, May 22.—Mme. Colemine, left- 

handed wife of the Duke of Darmstadt, 
will defend the Grand Dnke’s suit for 
divorce. He charges his wife with having 
concealed misconduct before marriage.

H a n lo n ’s Victory.
London, May 22.—A Sidney dispatch 

says that Hanlon won the sculling match 
against Lay cock by half a length.

i

O VER PR O D U C T IO N .

There is no doubt that there is a strong 
tendency to over production. This is 
true as well of agricultural productions 
as of manufactures. The introduction 
of farming implements has enabled the 
farmer to increase his products as much 
as the cotton mill has increased the 
yield of cotton cloth. There is a limit 
to the purchasing and consuming power 
of the world.

The folly of the revenue reformer is 
conspicuous in this connection. His 
theory is that the people of this country 
should devote themselves chiefly to the 
cultivation of the soil, for which we 
have the special advantage of cheap 
land and rich soil, buying our manu
factures of the nations that buy our 
corn and cotton. If this theory were 
put to practice it would drive twice as 
many as there are now into the cultiva
tion of the soil, and there would he a 
complete demoralization of all the 
markets. We cannot market even all 
that we have now ; what should we do 
if  we had twice as much ? It would be 
a misdirection of effort. The labor and 
the fruits of it would both be wasted.

We have a whole year’s crop of grain 
on hand and another crop comingäon 
that promises better than usual, ih e  
same state of affairs meets us at almost 
every turn. There is whiskey enough in 
stock to last for five years. < )ne-quarter 
of the furnaces can turn out all the iron 
that can he easily absorbed in this state 
of the market. But why pick out items, 
the whole world of trade hears witness 
to the same condition of things. Nor is 
it by any means peculiar to this country. 
It is the same all over the continent. 
The United States is better off than 
any other portion of the world. It is not 
such a state of affairs as ought to make 
us feel very had. We have been mak
ing money so fast that we could not 
spend it and cannot find profitable in
vestment for it.

Now to us the remedy seems clear 
enough. Let us build for ourselves the 
best navy in the world. If this should 
absorb all our surplus revenue for three 
or four years, it would not be a waste of 
money, nor would our recompense he 
only or chiefly an enhancement of our 
national vanity. It would give employ
ment to much of this surplus skill, ener
gy and capital. It would stimulate in
vention in this direction, and we should 
soon have firms equipped for ship-build
ing that could turn out better ships for 
commerce, of iron or steel, than any 
other in the world. Our commerce that 
is now carried on under foreign flags 
would all come back to us, and within 
ten years after the completion of such a 
navy we should have the largest marine 
in the world. It would settle all possi
ble controversies with foreign nations 
about the Monroe doctrine and the 
guardianship of the Panama Canal.

Every first class power in the world 
would seek our friendship, and every 
inferior power would haste to do us 
favors and seek the shelter ot our pro
tection.

As a money investment it would not 
only bring present relief in a time of 
general depression, but it would indi
rectly bring us ten dollars for every one 
that it cost. It is the only way to re
cover our commercial supremacy. As 
we have no need for any considerable 
standing army, we ought to be more 
ready to build the best navv• Can any
body point out a better investment for 
our surplus wealth ?

THE COMING CO NV ENTIO N.

It is only one short week before the 
Convention will he in session at Chicago 
that will name the next President. The 
letter of our special correspondent would 
lead us to think that the Convention 
will not he very long in reaching its 
conclusion. That has long been a grow
ing conviction with us. We believe the 
nomination will be surely made by the 
fourth ballot, and we shall not be sur
prised if it comeson the second. Blaine’s 
great strength from the start will force 
others into surrender or combination, 
and we have our ideas very clear how 
it will go. There are always plenty of 
dark horses and this year the stables are 
full of them, hut this is not to be a dark 
horse race. We think this from 
the general and unusual absence 
of personal bitterness in the can
vass. Some instances, of course, there 
must be, but if  we will take pains to 
compare the present with former cam
paigns, any one in the last twenty-four 
years, he will conclude that there is a 
better era of harmony among the Re
publican masses and leaders than ever 

before.
Should the choice be either Blaine, 

Arthur or Edmunds there will be cheer
ful acquiesence of those who have had 
their personal choice set aside.

The next President will be a Republi
can, a protective tariff man, outspoken 
for a navy, an American policy of com
mercial alliance, of a grand system of 
internal improvements, beginning with 
the Mississippi; favoring and aiding 
general education, the extinction of il- 
litercy, the consolidation and faithful 
application of the civil service reform, 
and many other things near and dear to 
the people’s heart.

T h e  Supreme Court of Dakota has 
overruled the decision of the District 
Court and sustains the validity of the 
law locating the capital at Bismarck. 
This gives great rejoicing at the mid
river metropolis, and it is thought will 
settle the question for good, but an ap
peal still lies to the Supreme Court of 
the United States, as we suppose. But 
what will it all amount to if  Dakota is 
divided, as everybody seems to wish ? 
True, Bismarck might still be the capi
tal of North Dakota, and this should 
satisfy its ambition.

T H E  B A N K R U P T C Y  B IL L .

The refusal of the House to fix a day 
for the consideration does not necessarily 
defeat the bill, though it is so far down 
the list that it becomes doubtful if it he 
reached. Congressmen are awav look
ing after their renomination or making 
up slates for the presidential contest, and 
have neither time nor inclination to con-. 
sider the bill on its merits. So far, 
Montana has had little occasion for a 
bill of this kind, but the country gene
rally has need of it. The fact that nearly 
every State and Territory has some kind 
of insolvency law is evidence conclusive 
that a well considered national bill that 
would take the place of these imperfect 
and conflicting State laws is very much 
needed. The general objection is that 
it is made use of more by dishonest 
tradesmen than by those who deserve 
sympathy and relief. We make no at
tempt to answer this objection, satisfied 
that there is very much ground for it. 
It is only the greater reason that any 
law on the subject should he more care
fully guarded to protect the creditors and 
prevent fraudulent bankrupts from es
cape.

The laws of any one.State are now in
sufficient to reach all the property, and 
its gives the debtors power to force their 
creditors to their own terms of settle
ment.

In times like the present a great many 
good business firms get so involved that 
they are forced to suspend. If there 
was some provision so that those brought 
into this situation could avoid attach
ments, prevent giving preferences, and 
so place them in condition that they 
could make favorable terms for them
selves and creditors,or incase this could 
not he done, that all creditors should 
share alike in the avails of the bank
rupt estate without extravagant costs 
and ruinous delays, we are sure that it 
would be a beneficial law—very much 
better than any State insolvent law.

The Lowell hill that has passed the 
Senate is the fruit of the most careful 
study of some of the best legal minds, 
and is recommended by the best busi
ness men of the country.

T H E  UNION P A C IF IC .

Mr. Charles Francis Adams, Jr., one 
of the Government Directors of the 
Union Pacific, on his return fron: a 
recent tour of inspection, says that road 
is in good condition and well managed, 
but its earnings have fallen away on ac
count of the competition of the various 
new roads to the Pacific, so that it is 
earning no dividends for its stock 
owners. It will require extraordinary 
good management if it ever does again 
pay interest on all of its bonds and show 
anything over and above this to the 
stockholders. It must be remembered 
that this road was built when everything 
was at the highest point of inflation. 
As good a road probably in every re
spect could be built to-day for one-half 
the actual cash cost at the time the 
Union Pacific was built. x\nd again, 
the bonds of the company did not 
realize, even with the stock thrown in, 
any such prices as such securities have 
since commanded.

The proper thing to do is for the first 
mortgage bondholders to take the road, 
wipe out the stock and pay oft the gov
ernment in thirty annual installments as 
proposed by Senator Edmunds in his 
bill now pending in the Senate.

This road has done good service and 
saved the government in various ways 
more than it cost. It has been a pretty 
heavy and oppressive monopoly most of 
the time, hut this is only what every road 
is as long as the opportunity exists. The 
road will probably endure so long as 
time lasts, and henceforward will he a 
potent factor in building up what was a 
very waste and desolate region when it 
entered. All accounts agree that the 
country along the road is filling up and

P R O S P E C T S  O F D S SO L U T IO N  OF  
P A R L IA M E N T .

It is said that Gladstone is fully de
termined upon a dissolution of Parlia
ment and the only question is whether 
it shall be done in the early summer or 
be put off till autumn. The nar row 
escape from a vote of censure on his 
Egyptian policy is what caused the leal 
determination. On that occasion "*> j 
liberals refused to vote and six \oted j 
with the tories. The Parnelites, also, j 
after giving out that they would support ; 
the ministry went over in a body to the j 
tories. The Egyptian policy of the j 
government does not command the pop
ular approval if  the election were to oc- j 
cur presently, Gladstone would he badly j 
beaten beyond a doubt. Yet the policy ; 
of Gladstone at home and abroad has \ 
been head and shoulders above that of 
his predecessor in statesmanship, pru- | 
dence, justice and liberality.

The House of Lords has determined j 
to throw out the franchise bill passed 
by the Commons, on the grounds that it ! 
is incomplete. In order to get back into ! 
power the Tories are outbidding the 
Liberals for fpopular support. Though 
Gladstone’s bill extends the franchise i 
to upwards of two millions, the Tories 
promise to make it broader and connect 
with it a new distribution of seats, which 
is very much needed.

We shall be sorry to see Gladstone 
retire from being the head of the English 
government. So long as he is the E ng
lish Premier we have no fear of any act 
of rashness or injustice, hut with the 
Tories back again without a leader who 
can command the confidence even of his 
own party in England, we cannot tell 
what foolish thing may happen any day.

We cannot begin the construction of a 
steel-clad navy too soon, for if  England 
loses the control of the seas we shou Id 
be prepared to take it up and hold it 
against all comers.

A C Q U ISIT IO N OF C U B A .

There may be something a/ .er all in 
the rumors that Spain has offered to part 
with Cuba and transfer her sovereignty 
to this country for fifty millions. That 
is said to be the errand^on which Minis
ter Foster is home. If it should come 
in that shape we should say take it and 
close the bargain at once. It would be 
a charity to the poor people of Cuba and 
if the trade should he made to-day the 
property on the island would he worth 
fifty millions more to-morrow than the 
moment it left Spain’s hands. It is 
worth nothing at present to Spain, and 
the chances are that another war is im
pending that will complete the ruin of 
the island and increase the debt of Spain 
to no purpose. But if  we look to history 
for an opinion of what Spain would do, 
we should be led to believe she would do 
exactly what was not for her interests. 
Spain is proud, obstinate and poor to the 
point of hopeless bankruptcy.

If our nation were disposed to take a 
less honorable course it would be very 
easy, without open violation of neutral 
rights, to aid Cuba in recovering her 
independence and then she would be 
glad to seek annexation without any cost 
to us. We prefer, however, the more 
speedy and honorable course. Cuba 
would soon he worth to us ten times 
what she cost. Our people pay forty 
millions every year on sugar imported 
mostly from Cuba. Cuba is a sugar- 
ccated pill that any nation would like 
to swallow. No doubt if  Spain should 
offer Cuba for sale at auction there would 
he higher bids, hut would the United 
States allow anv other nation to buy ?

A P ublic  Library B uild ing .

Helena is better supplied with 
churches than most communities at the 
East of equal population where the cus
tom of attending church is much more 
general. We are not prepared to say 
that we would like to spare any one of 
our many elegant, spacious and conven

Whv Not Our F'oremost Man?

[U tica (N. Y .) H e ra ld .]

In the Easy Chair of Harper's Magazine 
lor June, George William Curtis discusses 
the head of the British government, ami 
with the grace aud calm philosophy which 
distinguished him, remarks: “Looking at 
Gladstone, and then across the sea at our 
Presidential coutest, the Englishman may 
be pardoned if he is not quite ready to 
abandon a political system which 1 rings so 
great a man as Gladstone into the direction 
of the government, and even the American 
may wonder whether his sys-t m of select
ing the Chiet Magistrate is surer than the 
English method to bring the real chief ot 
a party to the Executive chair." Our sys
tem permits the combination of both ex
cellences. The American people can elect 
“the real chief of a party" to the Execut ve 
chair. They are anxious now to select the 
most famous Republican, the man who has 
done the most during the past twenty- 
years of any person now prominent in pol
itics, to determine the policy of the republic, 
to check the evils which followed the civil 
strife, to correct the mischiefs of exaggerat
ed paper currency, to lift his party and with 
it the nation above the abuses which inevit
ably surround all systems of government. 
One of the possible criticisms upon our 
institutions is precisely that which Mr. 
Curtis thus suggests. It was used to thrust 
the Polks and the Pierces upon the Demo
cratic party in the days of its power. It 
was employed in 1876 and again in 1880 to 
set aside the chiefs of the Republican 
party, and to put forward presidents who 
came to deserve well for their services, but 
who were not the Gladstones of their party 
at the time of nomination. Unconsciously, 
but very directly, Mr. Curtis points out 
the absurdity of “dark horses" in our presi
dential conventions. The plain sense of 
the electors cries aloud for our liest repre
sentative. rih e  elective system aims to 
present the true choice of the pronounced 
majority of the party and of the electors. 
That result is prevented only by the au
dacity and the strategy of minorities. It 
was a minority in the Democratic party 
which elevated Polk and Pierce to the 
Presidency. It was a minority at Cincin
nati which overrode the purposes of the 
genuine majority in the convention. In 
1880 factions were closely divided and per
haps compromise was inevitable. But 
it was a reversal of the spirit or the 
elective system. The rule of the majority 
is the inspiration and the justification of 
that system. Now there is no such bitter
ness against the foremost republican as ex
isted in 1880, simply because he rendered 
the popular protest against a third term 
effective. The popular prelereuce has now 
sought its “real chief” in his scholarly re
tirement, and has summoned him to the 
leadership of his party and to the nomina
tion for the Presidency.

Mr. Curtis is among those who refuse 
to permit the majority to place this “real 
chief” at the head of the government. He 
is one of those who refuse to allow the 
elective system to work out that achieve
ment which he finds to he so admirable 
in British experience. Mr. Curtis knows 
that Mr. Gladstone has recemly lieen hissed 
in a public assembly. lie  is aware that 
political denunciation has exhausted its 
vocabulary against him, for his weakness 
and his wickedness, for connivance als all 
sorts of crimes in Ireland and for the 
neglect of all British interests in Egypt, 
even to the sacrifice of the chosen repre
sentatives of the government, to assassina
tion. Mr. Curtis remembers that the 
premier has been criticised for receiving 
the salary of two offices while a memlier 
of the cabinet. We will undertake 
to discover in the tory tirades quite 
as severe assaults upon Mr. Gladstone 
as he can present from the columns of any 
of the journals which indulge in vitupera
tion of Mr. Blaine. But the liberals of 
Britain sustain Mr. Gladstone because ne 
is confessedly their foremost man. Mr. 
Curtis joins in eulogy which is well de
served, in the case of the BrP’.sli premier, 
and he does not quail before thej adverse 
criticisms of tory leaders or of recalcitrant 
iherals.

Why cannot Mr. Curtis extend to Mr. 
Blaine the same consideration which he 
bestows so gracefully upon Mr. Gladstone ? 
Mr. Blaine will not su fier in comparison 
with the British premier in many of the 
highest qualities of manhood and states
manship. Both are scholars in politics 
and outside of governmental affaiis. Both 
are intense in their convictions, a.-e frank 
in their statements of them, are natural 
leaders of men. Both have deveioiied 
strong antagonisms, and both are in spite 
of all criticisms the favorites of the people. 
In the qualities which w in affection, Mr. 
Blaine is the superior of the British states
man. In commanding tho admiration ot 
partisan foes as well as of political allies, 
the American statesman is far beyond Mr. 
Gladstone. He is as distinctly the typical 
Republican as is the British premier the 
typical liberal to-day.

Some persons seem to think President 
White, of Cornell University, engages 
too much in politics for the position he 
holds. President White is the bene-

The reports of the Senate Committee 
that investigated the Danville and 
Copiai county massacres may not con
vince any Democrats, who will perhaps 
prefer to accept the version of the 
minority. But there is not a man in the 
country, no matter what is the color of 
his skin or politics, who does not know 
in his soul that the story as told in 
the majority report is God’s truth, rather 
understated than exagerated. The old 
slaveholder’s feeling about the value of 
or sanctity of human life does not reach 
to the negro any more to-day than it did 
before the war. It is the general opin
ion of the Southern whites to-day that 
it is no crime to kill a negro, and to 
cheat him out of his vote or terrorize 
him so that he dare not come to the polls, 
is only amusement. There is no more 
freedom of election to-day in Louisiana, 
Mississippi and several other parts of 
the South than there is in Mexico or 
Spain. It is a sickening farce, a libel on 
free election. We undertake to say that 
no President of either party ought to be 
allowed to take his seat whose choice de
pends on the vote of several of the 
Southern States. Those who know from 
p rsonal knowledge and observation 
assure us that there has not been a fair 
election known in Louisiana since the 
days of Polk.___________ _

It is a singular picture of 
Ben Butler leading the Demo
cratic delegation of Massachusetts to 
Chicago and taking the nominations of 
Anti-Monopolists, Greenbackers and 
every other clique or knot of hobby- 
riders. The shameless old demagogue 
who never blushed to own that he was 
the hero of the salary-grab. A model 
reformer surely ! He may get the Dem
ocratic nomination for the Presidency, 
and may even carry Massachusetts, but 
but it would only lower our opinion of 
the party and the State, and not raise 
our estimate of Butler.

ient church structures. We have some
times thought the congregations could 
be bunched to advantage, and if the sum 
total raised for the support of religion 
was divided among fewer hands there 
would he a more respectable support. 
Even with the situation as it is we are 
liable to have two or three 
new churches within the present year, 
much more than to have a public library 
building. Our opinion is very clear and 
decided that we need a library building 
first. We need a public library as a 
part of our educational system. If we 
had a building it would be easy to 
secure a vote to raise a one mill tax 
every year to keep it open and add to its 
list of books. The school trustees 
would, we know, give the privilege of 
erecting such a building as would be 
needed on any part of the ground held 
by them. We believe $5,000, and per
haps less, would put up a building that 
would serve us for years. Shall we have 
one? Would everybody contribute 
something handsome for this purpose, 
so that we might all feel proud and in
dependent over it ? The more we can 
get to give something to it, the more 
friends and patrons the library would 

have.
We should like to see a building that 

would be an ornament to our city, but 
rather than not have any at all, we 
should prefer to see a plain, solid, fire
proof, one story building, so erected that 
a second story might sometime be added 
with more ornamentation, when the 
friends of the Public Library become 
more numerous, willing aud liberal.

I f  this can be realized the present year 
we would agree to give $100 to start the 
subscription with, and it ought not to 
require a week’s work to raise $5,000. 
Our plan would be to put the building 
on some part of the school grounds and 
use every cent subscribed to put up just 
as large and convenient a building as 
could be got for the money furnished 
with alcoves and shelving for books.

factor, and not the beneficiary, of the 
university, to which he has not only 
given the best services of the best years 
of his life, but many thousands of dol
lars out of bis own ample private estate, 
inherited from bis father. We see no 
impropriety at all iu the presidents and 
professors of our colleges having diverse 
and very decided political opinions and 
expressing and enforcing them on all 
fit occasions. Prof Sumner, of Yale 
College, and Prof. Perry, of Williams, 
are the most eminent and serviceable 
Democrats in the whole country, and we 
make no objection whatever. On the 
contrary, we wish there were thousands 
more of such Democrats and hundreds 
of thousands of such Republicans as 
Andrew D. White, President of Cornell 
University.__________________

According to the Tribune Minne
apolis is more than satisfied with one 
season’s experience with granite paved 
streets and would trade for cedar blocks 
and give good boot. The chief objection 
is to the loud, constant noise that ren
ders it so difficult to be heard in any of 
the adjacent buildings that conversation 
is bewildering and exhaustive, and some 
have got into such a tone of loud talk
ing that they become suspected ot in
sanity at home. When the time comes 
for Helena to want paved streets let us 
bear in mind the experience of Minne
apolis. __________________

P lo w in g  by Steam.
Fargo, D. T., May 27.—A number of 

heavy wheat growers from all part* ot 
north Dakota, were here to-day to witness 
an experiment in plowing by steam, am 
expressed themselves enthusiastically ove 
the result. The engine drew eight plow»- 
turning over four inches thick as even1) 
and as well as could have been done n) 
horse power, and operate over twenty 4>71 
acres. This will mark a new era in whea 
growing, as it will enable farmers to pin 
at a cost of not more than one dollar lH 
acre.


