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Hr. Rl.tineN Letter ol Acceptance.
Ai (.L's t a , Me.. July IS.—Following is 

M r. Blaine’s letter of acceptance :
A u g u st a , Me.. July 1.",, 1884.

To the JIon. John B. Henderson and others of 

the Committee :
GENTLEMEN:—Tu accepting the nomin

ation lor t lie Presidency, tendered me by 
the Republican National Convention, I beg 
to express a deep sense of the honor which 
is conferred and of the duty which is im
posed. I venture to accompany the accept
ance with some|observations upon theques- 
tions involved in the contest—questions 
whose settlement may afiect the future of 
the nation, favorably or unfavorably, for a 
long series of years. In enumerating the 
ispues upon which the Republican party 
appeals for the popular support, the con
vention has been singularly explicit and 
felicitous. It has properly given the lead
ing position to the industrial interests ol 
the country as affected by the tarifl or im
ports. On that question the two political 
parties are radically in conflict. Almost 
the first act when the Republicans came in 
power in 1*61 was the establishment of 
the principle of protection to American 
labor and to American capital. This prin
ciple the Republican party has ever since 
steadily maintained, while on the other 
hand the Democratic party in Congress 
has for fifty years persistently warred upon 
it. Twice within that period our oppo
nents have destroyed tariffs, arranged for 
protection, and since the close of the civil 
war whenever they have controlled the 
House of Repersentatives hostile legisla
tion has been attempted—never more con
spicuously than in their principal measure 
at the late session of Congress. The tariff 
questions and revenue laws are in their very 
nature subject to frequent revision in or
der that they may be adapted to the 
changes and modifications of trade. The 
Republican party is not contending for the 
permanency of any particular statute. 
The issue between the two parties does 
not have reference to a specific law\ It is 
far broader and far deeper. It iuvovles a 
principle of wide application and benefi
cent inlluence, against a theory which we 
believe to be unsound in conception and 
inevitably hurtful in practice. In the 
many tariff revisions which have been nec
essary for the jiast twenty-three years, or 
which may hereafter become necessary, 
the Republican party has maintained and 
will maintain the policy of protection to 
American industry, while our opponents 
insist upon a revision, which practically 
destroys that policy. The issue is thus 
distinct, well defined and unavoidable. 
The pending election may determine the 
fate of protection for a generation. The 
overthrow of this policy means a large and 
permanent reduction in the wages of the 
American laborer, besides involving the 
Joss of vast amounts of American capital 
invested in manufacturing enterprises. 
The value of the present revenue system to 
the people of the United States is not a 
matter of theory, and I shall submit no 
argument to sustain it, only invite atten
tion to certain facts of official record which 
seem to constitute a demonstration. In 
the census of 1850, an ellort was made lor 
the first time in our history to obtain a 
valuation of all the property in the United 
(States. The attempt was in a large de
gree unsuccessful. Partly trom lack ol 
time, partly from prejudice among many 
who thought the inquiries foreshadowed a 
uewr scheme ot taxation. Jhe returns 
were incomplete and unsatisfactory. 
Little more was done than to consolidate 
the local valuation used in the States for 
the purpose ol assessment, and that, as 
everyone knows, ditlers widely from a 
complete exhibit of all the property. In 
the census of 1860, however, the work was 
done with great thoroughness, the distinc
tion between “assessed value and true 
value being carelully observed, lhc 
grand result was that the ‘-true” value of 
all the property in the States and Terri
tories (including slaves) amounted to 
fourteen thousand millions ol dollars. 
This aggragate was the net result ot the 
labor and the savings of all the people 
within the area of the United States from 
the time the first British colonist lauded 
in 1007 down to the year i860. It repre
sented the fruit of the toil of two hundred 
and fifty years. After 1860 the business 
of the country was encouraged and devel
oped by a protective tariff At the end of 
the twenty years the total property of the 
United States as returned by the census of 
1880 amounted to the enormous rggregate 
of forty-fbnr thousand millions of dollars. 
This great result was attained notwith
standing that countless millions had in the 
interval been wasted in the progress ol a 
bloody war. It thus appears that while 
our population between 1T30 and 1880 in
creased sixty per cent, the aggregate prop
erty of the country increased 214 per cent, 
showing a vastly enhauced wealth per 
capita among the people, 'lhirty thousand 
millious of dollars had been added during 
these twenty years to the permanent 
wealth of the nation. These results are 
regarded by the older nations of the world 
phenomenal. That our country should 
surmount the peril and the costs ol a gi
gantic war and for an entire period ol 
twenty years make an average gain ol its 
wealth of one hundred and twenty-five 
million dollars per mouth, surpasses the 
experience of all other nations, ancient or 
modern. Kveu the opponents of the pre
sent revenue system do not pretend that 
in the whole history of civilization any 
parallel can lie found to the material pro
gress of the United States since the acces
sion of the Republican party to power. 
The period between i860 and to-day has 
not !>een one of material prosperity only ; 
at no time in the history ot the L uited 
States has there been such progress in the 
moral and philanthropic field ; religious 
and charitable institutions, schools and 
.colleges have been founded and endowed 
far more generally than at any previous 
time in our history. Greater and more 
varied relief has been extended to human 
suffering and {the entire progress ot the 
country in wealth has been accompanied 
and dignified by a broadening and eleva
tion of our national character as a people 
Our opponents find fault that our revenue 
system produces a surplus, but they should 
not forget that the law has given a specific 
purpose to which all of the surplus is pro
fitably and honorably applied to the reduc
tion of the public debt and the consequent 
relief of the burden of the taxation. Not 
a dollar has lieeu wasted and the only 
extravagance with which the party stands 
charged is the generous pensioning of sol
diers’sailors, and their families—an extrav
agance which embodies the highest form 
of justice in the recognition and payment 
of a sacred debt. hen a reduction ol 
taxation is to be made, the Republican 
party can be trusted to accomplish it iu 
such a form as will most effectively aid the 
industries of the nation.

Ol'E FOREIGN COMMERCE.

A frequent accusation by our oppo-

! nents, is that the foreign commerce of the 
country has steadily decayed under the in- 

! tinence of the protective tarifl". In this 
way they seek to array the importing in
terests against the Republican party. It 
is a common and yet radical error to con
found the commerce of the country with 
its carrying trade, an error often committed 
innocently and sometimes designedly, but 
an error so gross that it does not distin
guish between the ship and the cargo. 
Foreign commerce represents the exports 
and imports of a country' regardless of the 
nationality of the vessel that may carry 
the commodities of exchange. Our car
rying trade, has from obvious causes suf
fered many discouragements since 1860, but 
our foreign commerce has in the same pe
riod steadily and prodigiously increased, 
increased indeed at a rate and to an 
amount which absolutely dwarfs all pre 
vious developments of our trade beyond 
the sea. From 1860 to the present time 
the foreign commerce of the United States, 
divided with approximate equality be 
tween exports and imports, has reached 
the astounding aggregate of twenty-four 
thousand millions of dollars.

The balance of the vast commerce in
clined in our favor, but it would have been 
much larger if our trade with the coun
tries of the American continent, 
elsewhere referred to, had been 
more wisely adjusted. It is diffi
cult even to appreciate the magnitude 
of our export trade since 1860, and we 
can gain a correct conception of it only by 
a comparison with the preceding results in 
the same field. The total exports from the 
United States from the Declaration of In
dependence, 1716, down to the day of 
Lincoln’s election in 1860, added to all 
that had previously been exported from 
the American colonies from their original 
settlement, amounted to less than nine 
thousand millions of dollars. On the other 
hand our exports from 1860 to the close of 
the present year exceeded twelve thousand 
millions of dollars—the whole of it being 
the produce of American labor. Evident
ly a protective tariff has not injured our 
export trade, when under its influence we 
exported in twenty-your years forty per 
cent more than the total amount that had 
been exported in the entire previous his
tory of the country. All the details when 
analyzed correspond with this gigantic re
sult. The commercial cities of the Union 
never had such growth as they have en
joyed since 1860. Our chief emporium, 
the city of New York, with its dependen
cies, has within that period doubled her 
population and increased her wealth. 
During the same period the imports and 
exports which have entered and left her 
harbor are more than double in bulk and 
value, the whole amount reported by 
her between the settlement of the first 
Dutch colony on the Island of Manhattan 
and the outbreak of the ciyil war in 1860.

AGRICULTURE AND TARIFF.

The agricultural interests is by 
far the largest in the na
tion and is entitled in every adjust
ment of revenue to the first consideration. 
Any policy hostile to the fullest develop
ment of agriculture in the United States 
must be abandoned. Realizing the fact 
the opponents of the present system of 
revenue have labored very earnestly to 
persuade the farmers of the United (States 
that they are robbed by a protective tariff, 
and the effort is thus made to consolidate 
their vast influence in favor of free trade; 
but happily the farmers of America are in
telligent and cannot be misled by sophis
try. When conclusive facts are before 
them they see plainly that during the past 
twenty-four years wealth has not been ac 
quired in one section or by one interest at 
the expense of another. They see that the 
agricultural States have made even more- 
rapid progress than the manufacturing 
States. The farmers see that in 1860 Mas 
sachusetts and Illinois had about the same 
wealth—between eight and nine hundred 
million dollars each—and that In 1880 Mas
sachusetts had advanced to twenty-six- 
hundred millions, while Illinois had ad
vanced to thirty five hundred mil
lions. They see that New Jer
sey and Iowa were just equal in 
population in 1860, and that in twenty 
years the wealth of New' Jersey was in
creased bv the sum of eight huudred and 
fifty millions of dollars, while the wealth 
of Iowa was increased by the sum of fif
teen hundred millious. They see that the 
nine leading agricultural (states 'o f the 
West have grown so rapidly in prosperity 
that the aggregate addition to their wealth 
since 1860 is almost as great as the wealth 
of the entire country in that year. They 
see that the South, which is almost exclu 
sivcly agricultural, has shared in the gen 
eral prosperity, and that haying recovered 
from the loss and devastation of war has 
gained so rapidly that its total is at least 
double of that which it possessed iu 1860, 
exclusive of slaves. In these extraordinary 
developments the farmers see the beipful 
impulses of a home market, and they see 
that the financial and revenue system en
acted since the Republican party came 
into power has established and constantly 
expanded the home market. They see 
that even in the case of wheat, which is 
your chief cereal export, they have sold 
in the average in the years since the close 
of the war three bushels at home to one 
they have sold abroad, and that in the in 
crease of corn, the only other cereal which 
we export to any extent, one hundred 
bushels have been used at home to three 
aud a half bushels which we have ex
ported. In some years the disparity 
has been so great that for every peck of 
com exported one hundred bushels have 
been consumed in the home market. The 
farmers see that in the increasing compe- 
tion from the grain fields of Russia aud 
from the grain fields of India the growth 
of the home market becomes daily of 
greater concern to them, aud that its im
pairments would depreciate the value of 
every acre ot tillable land in the Union 
Our internal commerce on such facts as 
these, touching the grow th and consump
tion of cereais at home, gives us some 
slight conception of the vastness 
of the internal commerce of
the United States. They suggest also 
that in addition to the advantages which 
the American people enjoy from protec
tion against foreign competition they enjoy 
the advantages of absolute free trade over 
a large area and with a greater population 
than any other nation. The internal com 
merce of our thirty-eight States and nine ; 
Territories is carried on without let or ! 
hindrance, without tax detention, or gover- 
mental interference ot" any kind whatever; 
it spreads freely over three and one-hall 
million square miles, almost in extent to 
the whole continent of Europe ; its profits 
are enjoyed to-day by fifty six millious of 
American freemen and from this en
joyment no monoply is created 
according to Alexander Hamilton when ne 
discussed the same subject in 1790. The 
internal competition which takes place 
does away with everything like monopoly, 
and by degrees reduces the prices ot arti
cles to the minimum of a reasonable profit. 
It is impossible to point to a single mon
opoly created or fostered by the industrial 
system which is upheld by the Republican 
party. Compared with our foreign com
merce these domestic exchanges are incon 
ceivably great in amount, requiring 
merely as one instrumentality as large a 
mileage of railway as exists to 
day in all the other nations 
of the world combined. These internal 
exchanges are estimated by the statistical 
bureau of the treasury department to be 
annually twenty times as great in amount 
as our foreign commerce. It is into this 
yast field of home trade, at once the créa 
tion and the heritage of the American peo
ple, that foreign nations are striving by 
every device to enter. It is into this field

that the opponents of our present revenue 
system would freely admit the countries of 
Europe—countries into whose internal 

; trade we could not reciprocally enter; 
! countries to which we should be surren- 
j dering every advantage of trade, and from 
j which we should be gaining nothing in re- 
! turn, would be disastrous to the mechanics 

and workingmen of the United States.
I Wages are undoubtedly reduced when an 
i  industrious man is notable by bis earnings 
! to live in comfort, educate his children, 
i and lay by sufficient for the necessities of 
; age. The reduction of wages, inevitably 

consequent upon throwing our home mar
ket open to the world, would deprive 
them of the power to do this; it would 
prove a great calamity to our country; it 
would produce a conflict between the 
poor and the rich, and in the sorrow
ful degradation of labor would 
plant seeds of public danger. The Re
publican party has steadily aimed to main
tain a just relation between labor aud cap
ital, guarding with care the rights of each. 
A conflict between the two has always led 
in the past, and will always lead in the fu
ture to the injury of both. Labor is indis
pensable to the creation of the profitable 
use of capital and capital increases the ef
ficiency and value of labor. Whoever ar
rays the one against the other is an enemy 
of both. That policy is wisest and best 
which harmonizes the two on the basis of 
absolute justice. The Republican party 
has protected the free labor of America, 
so that its compensation is larger 
than is realized in any other 
country. It has guarded our people 
against the unfair competition of contract 
labor from China and may be called upon 
to prohibit the growth of a similar evil 
from Europe. It is obviously unfair to 
permit capitalists to demand or make con
tracts for labor in foreign countries, to 
hurt and the dispargement of the labor of 
American citizens. Such a polity (like 
that which would leave the time and other 
conditions of home labor exclusively in 
the control of the employer) is injurious to 
all parties, not the least so to the unhappy 
persons who are made the subjects of the 
contract.

The institutions of the United States rest 
upon the intelligence and virtue of the 
people. Suffrage is made universal as a 
just weapon of self defense to every citi
zen. It is not to the interest of the re
public that any economic system should be 
adopted which involves the reduction of 
wages to the hard standard prevailing 
elsewhere. The Republican p:,rty aims 
to elevate and dignify labor, not to de
grade it. As a substitute for the industrial 
system which under Republican adminis
tration has developed such extraordinary 
prosperity, our opponents offer a policy 
which is but a series of experiments upon 
our system of revenue—a policy whose 
end must harm our manufacturers aud the 
greater part of our labor. Experiment in 
the industrial and financial systems is the 
country’s greatest dread, as stability is its 
greatest boon. Even the uncertainty re
sulting from the recent tariff legislation in 
Congress has hurtfully affected the busi 
ness of the entire country. "Who can 
measure the harm to out shops and our 
homes, to our farms and our commerce, 
if the uncertainty of perpetual tariff agita
tion is to be inflicted upon the country? 
We are iu the midst of an abundant har
vest: we are on the eve of a revival of a 
general prosperity ; nothing stands in our 
way but the dread of a change in the in
dustrial system which has wrought such 
wonder in the last twenty years, and which 
with power of increased capital, will work 
still greater marvels ot prosperity iu the 
twenty years to come.

OUR FOREIGN POLICY.

Our foreign relations favor our domestic 
development. We are with the world at 
peace, upon a sound basis, with no unset
tled questions of sufficient magnitude 
to 'embarrass or disturb us. 
Happily removed by geographical 
position from participation in the interest 
in those questions of dynasty or boundary 
which so frequently disturbs the j- ace of 
Europe. We are left to cultivate Iriendly 
relations with all and free from possible 
entanglements in the quarrels of any. The 
United States has no cause and no desire 
to enter into conflict with any power on 
earth, and we rest in confidence that no 
power desires to attack us. With the nations

W ad f/xm K G m ia r .h p r p  W<* s h o u l dof the Western hemisphere we should 
cultivate clœer relations, and for our com
mon prosperity aud advancement we 
should induce them all to join with us in 
an agreement that for the future all inter
national troubles in North or South Amer
ica should be adjusted by impartial arbi
tration and not by arms. This project 
was a part of the fixed policy of President 
Garfield’s administration, aud it should in 
my judgement be renewed. Its accom
plishment on this continent would favor 
ably affect the nations beyond the sea and 
thus contribute at no distant date to the 
universal acceptance of the phil
anthropic and Christian principle 
of arbitration. The effect even 
ol suggesting for the Spanish American 
States has been most happy, and ha.-, in
creased the confidence of those people in 
our friendly disposition. It fell my lot as 
Secretary of State in June, 1881, to quiet 
apprehensions in tue Republic of Mexico 
by giving the assurauce iu an official dis
patch that there is no desire in the 
L tilled States lor Territorial aggrandize
ment. The boundaries of the two repub
lics have been established in conformity 
with the best jurisdictional interests of 
both. The line of demarkation is not 
merely convenience, it is more; it sep
arates the Spanish-Americau people
from a daxoa-Aiuerican people.
It divide* one great nation from another 
with distinct and natural affinity. We 
seek the conquest ot peace. We desire to 
extend our commerce, aud iu an especial 
degree, with our friends and neighbors on 
this continent.

We have not improved our relations 
with Spanish America as we should aud as 
we might have done. For more than a 
generation the sympathy of these countries 
has been allowed to drift away from us. 
We should now make every effort to gain 
their friendship. Our trade with them is 

; already large. During the last year our 
! exchanges in the Western Hemisphere 

have amounted to $650,000,000—nearly 
one-fourth of our entire foreign commerce. 
To those who may lie disposed to underrate 
the value of our trade with the countries 
of North aud South America it may be well 
to state that their production is nearly
850.000. 000, and ihat in proportion to the 
aggregate numbers we import nearly double

■ as much from them as we do from Europe, 
but the result of the whole amount of the 

j trade is in a high degree unsatisfactory. 
The imports during the past year exceeded
8225.000. 000 while the exports were less 
than 8125,i000,000, showing a balance 
against us of more than 8100,000,000, 
but the money does not go to Spauish-

i America. We send large sums to Europe 
in coin or its equivalent, to pay manu 
facturers lor the goods w’hich they send to 
Spanish-America. We are but paymasters 
for this enormous amount annually to 
European factors—au amount which is a 
serious defect in every financial depres
sion upon our resources of specie. Can
not this condition of trade, in a great part, 
be changed ? Cannot the market for our 
products be greatly enlarged ? We have 
made a beginning of our effort to improve 
trade relations with Mexico and we should 
not be content until similar aud mutually 
advantageous arrangements have been suc
cessively made with every nation of North 
and South America. While the great 
powers of Europe are steadily enlarging 
their colonial domination in Asia and 
Africa it is the especial province of this 
country to improve and expand its trade

with the nations of America. No field 
promises so much. No field has been 
cnltivated so little. Our foreign policy 
should be an American policy in its broad
est sense, and most comprehensive sense— 
a policy of peace and friendship, of commer
cial enlargement. The name of American, 
which belongs to us in our national ca
pacity. must always exalt the just pride of 
patriotism. Citizenship of the Republic 
must be the panoply and safeguard of him 
who wears it. the American citizen, 
rich or poor,|native or naturalized, white or 
colored, must everywhere walk secure iu 
his personal and civil rights. The Repuli- 
lic should never accept a lesser duty. It 
can never assume a nobler one than the 
protection of the humblest man who owes 
it loyaity—protection at home and protec
tion which shall follow him abroad in 
whatever land he may go upon a lawful 
errand.

THE SOUTHERN STATES.

I recognize, not without regret, the ne 
cessity for speakiDg of two sections of our 
country. But the regret diminishes when 
I see that the elements which separated 
them are fast disappearing. Prejudices 
have yielded and are yielding, while a 
growing cordiality warms the Southern and 
the Northern heart alike. Can any one 
doubt that between the sections confidence 
and esteem are more marked than at any 
period iu the sixty years preceding the 
election of President Lincoln? This is the 
result in part of time and in part of Re
publican principles, applied under the 
favorable conditions of uniformity. It 
would be a great calamity to change these 
influences under which Southern Common
wealths are learning to vindicate civil 
rights and adapting themselves to the con
dition of political tranquility and in
dividual progress. If there be occasional 
and violent outbreaks in the South against 
this peaceful progress, the public opinion 
of the country regards them as exceptional 
and hopefully trusts that each will prove 
the last. The South needs capital and oc
cupation, not controversy, as much as auy 
part of the North. The South needs the 
full protection of the revenue laws, which 
the Republican party offers. Some of the 
Southern States have already entered upon 
a career of industrial development and 
prosperity. These at least should not lend 
their electoral votes to destroy their own 
future. Any effort to unite the Southern 
States upon issues that grew out of the 
memories of the war, will summons the 
Northern States to combine in the assertion 
ofthat nationality which was their inspira
tion in the mistake in the civil struggle, 
aud thus thelgreat energies which should be 
united in a common industrial develope- 
ment will be wasted in hurtful strife. The 
Democratic party shows itself a foe to 
Southern prosperity by always invoking 
and encouraging political consolidation. 
Such o policy quenches the rising instinct 
of patriotism in the heart of the Southern 
youth. It revives aud stimulates preju
dices. It substitutes the spirit ot barbar
ians, vengeance for the love of peace, pro
gress aud harmony.

CIVIL SERVICE.

The general character of the civil service 
of the United States under all administra
tions has been honorable in the one su
preme test—the collection and distribution 
aud disbursement of revenue. The record 
of fidelity has never been surpassed in any 
nation. With the almost fabulous sums 
which were received and paid during the 
late war—scrupulous integrity was the 
prevailing rule. Indeed, throughout that 
trying period, it can be said in honor ot 
the American name, that unfaithfulness 
and dishouesty among civil officers were as 
rare as misconduct and cowardice was on 
the field of battle. The growth of the 
country has continually and necessarily 
enlarged the civil service until it includes 
a vast body ot officers. The rules and 
methods of appointments w hich prevailed 
when the number was smaller has been 
found insufficient aud impracticable, aud 
earnest efforts have been made to separate 
the great, mass of ministerial officers from 
partisan influence and personal control. 
Impartialty in the mode ol appointment, 
to he based on qualification and security 
of tenure to be based on faithful discharge 
of duty are the two ends to be accomplish
ed. The public business will bq aided by 
separating the legislative brauch ot the 
government from all control ot appoint
ments aud the executive department will 
be relieved by subjecting appointments by 
fixed rules and thus removing them from 
the caprice of favoritism. But thereshould 
lie rigid, observances of the law which gives 
in all cases of equal competency the pref
erence to the soldiers who risked their 
lives in defeuse of the Union. I entered 
Congress in 1861*, and in a somewhat pro
longed service, I never found it exjiedieut 
to request or recommend the removal of a 
civil officer except in four instances, and 
this for non-political reasons which were 
instantlv conclusive with the appointing 
power. The officers in the districts appoint
ed by Mr. Lincoln in 1861 upon the recom
mendation of my predecessor, served, as a 
rule, until death or resignation. I adopted 
at the beginning of my service the test of 
competitive examination tor appointments 
to Westi Point and maintained it so, as 1 
had the right by law to nominate a cadet. 
In the case of many officers I found that 
the present law which arbitrarily limits 
the term of commission, ottered a constaut 
temnbation to changes for mere political 
reasons. 1 have publicly expressed the be
lief that the essential modification of that 
law would be iu many respects advanta
geous. My oberrvation iu the Department 
of State confirmed the conclusions ot my 
legislative experience and impressed me 
with the conviciion that the rule ot impar
tial appointment might with advantage be 
carried lieyond any existing provision ot 
the civil service law. It should be applied 
to appointments in the consular service. 
Consuls should be commercial sentinels 
encircling the globe with watchfulness tor 
their country’s interests, and their intelli
gence and competency becomes there tore 
matters of great public concern. No man 
should be appointed to au American con
sulate who is not well instructed, in the 
history aud resources of his own eountry 
and the requirements and language of and 
commerce of the country to which he is 
sent. The same rule should be applied 
even more rigidly to Secretaries ot Lega
tion in our

DIPLOMATIC SERVICE.

The people have the right to the most 
efficient agents in the discharge of public 
business, and the appointing power should 
regard this as the prior and ulterior con
sideration.

THE MORMON QUESTION.

Religious liberty is the right of every 
citizen in the republic. Congress is for
bidden by the constitution to make any 
law respecting the establishment of re
ligion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof. For a century under this guar
antee Protestant and Catholic, Jew and 
Gentile have worshipped God according to 
the dictates of conscience. But religious 
liberty must not be perverted to justifica
tion of offenses against the law. A re
ligious sect is strongly entrenched in one 
of the Territories ot the Union and spread
ing rapidly into four other Territories. It 
claims the right to destroy the great safe
guard and monument of social order and 
to practice as a religious privilege that 
which is a crime punished with severe 
peualtt in every State of the L nion. The 
sacretmess and unity ol the family most 
lie preserved as the foundation ol all civil 
governments, as the source ot orderly ad
ministration, and as the surest guarantee' 
of moral purity. The claim of the Mor

mons that they are divinely authorized to 
practice polygamy should no more be ad
mitted than the claim of certain heathen 
tribes, if they should come among ns. to 
continue the right of human sacrifice. 
The law does not interfere with what a 
man believes ; it takes cognizance ot what 
he does as a citizen. The Mormons are 
entitled to the same civil rights as others, 
and to these they must he confined. 
Polygamy can never receive national sane- j 
tion or toleration by admitting the com
munity that upholds it as a State into the 
Union. Like others, the Mormons must 
learn that the liberties of the individual 
cease where the rights of society begin.

OUR CURRENCY.
The people of the United States, though 

often urged and tempted, have never j 
seriously contemplated the recognition of 
any other monoy than gold and silver, and 
currency directly convertible into them. 
They "have not done so, and they will not 
do so under any necessity less pressing 
than that of war. The special requisite- 
for the completion of our monetary system j 
is the fixing of the relative values of gold 
and silver. The large use of silver as the 
money of account among Asiatic nations, 
taken in connection with the increasing 
commerce of the United States, gives the 
weightiest reasons for an international 
agreement in the premises. Our govern- 
should not cease to urge this matter until 
a common standard of value shall he 
reached and established—a standard that 
shall enable the United States to use the 
siver from its mines as an auxilliary to 
gold in settling the balances of commer
cial exchange.

THE PUBLIC LANDS.
The strength of the republic is increased 

by the multiplication of it, land owners. 
Our laws should look to the judicious en
couragement of actual settlers on the pub
lic domain, while it should henceforth be 
used as a sacred trust tor the benefit of 
those seeking homes. The tendency 
to consolidate large tracts of land 
in the ownership of individuals 
or corporations should, with proper 
regard to vested rights, be discouraged. 
One hundred thousand acres ol land in the 
hands of one man is far less profitable to 
the Nation in every way than when its 
ownership is divided among 1,000 men. 
The evil of permitting large tracts of the 
national domain to be consolidated aud 
controlled by the few against the many is 
enhanced when the persons controlling it 
are aliens. It is but fair that the public 
laud should be disposed oi only to actual 
settlers and to those who are citizens of the 
Republic or willing to become so 

OUR SHIPPING INTERESTS.
Among our national interests one lan

guishes—the foreign carrying trade. It 
was seriously crippled in our civil war, and 
another blow was given to it in the general 
substitution of »steam for sail iu ocean 
traffic. With a frontage on the two great 
oceans; with a freightage larger than that 
of any other nation, we have every induce
ment to restore our navigation. Yet the 
government lias hitherto relused its help.
A small share of the encouragement given 
by the government to railways aud to 
manufacturers, and a small share ot the 
capital and the zeal given by our citizens 
to those enterprises, would huve carried 
our ships to every sea and to every port.
A law just enacted removes some ot the 
burdens upon our navigation and inspires 
hope that this great interest may at last 
receive its due share of attention. All 
in this direction should receive encourage
ment.

SACREDNESS OF THE BALLOT.
This survey of our condition as a nation 

reminds us that material prosperity is hut 
a mockery if it does not tend to preserve 
the iberty of the people. A free liai lot is
the safeguard of the republican institution, 
without which no national ’welfare is as
sured. A popular election honestly con
ducted embodies the very majesty ot true 
government. Ten millious ot voters desire 
to take part in the pending contest. The 
safety of the Republic rests upon the in
tegrity of the ballot. Upon the security 
of suflrage to the citizen, to deposit a 
fradulent vote is no worse crime against 
constitutional liberty than to obstruct the 
deposit of an honest vote. Ke who cor
rupts suffrage strikes at the very root ot 
free government. He is the arch enemy of 
the Republic. He forgets that in trampling 
upon the rights of others he fatally im
perils his own rights.

“ It is a good land which the Lord our God 
doth give us.”

But we can maintain our heritage only 
by guarding with vigilance the source of 
popular power.

I am, with great respect,
Your obedient servant.

(Signed) JA M ES-«. BLAINE.

New P o s t  o f f i c e s - - -N e w  P o s tm a s te r s
- - - P o s t  R o u te s  in  M o ntana ,

The following new postoffices are estab
lished :
Wisdom, in the county of Beaverhead and 
James Geery as postmaster.

Also at Medhurst, iu the county of Deer 
Ijodge, and Territory of Montana, and the 
appointment of J. L. Eastman as post
master thereof.

Also at Sahara, in the county of Meagher, 
and Territory of Montana, and theappoint- 
of H. Cameron as postmaster thereof.

Also at Washington Bar, in the county 
of Madison, and Territory of Montana, 
aud the appointment of Geo. F. Cope as 
postmaster thereof.
Also at Sand Coulee, in the county of 
Meagher, and Territory of Montana, aud 
the appointment of Thos Allen as post
master thereof.
Also at Truly, in the county of Meagher, 
and Territory of Montana, and the ap
pointment of B. Hopkins as postmaster 
thereof.

Also at Jamestown, in the county of 
Lewis aud Clarke, and Territory of Mon
tana, and the apoinment of E. Largent as 
postmaster thereof.

Also at Great Falls, in the county of 
Meagher, and Territory of Montana, and 
the appointment of P. Gibson as post
master thereof.
Also at Saltbrook, in the county of Cho- 
teau, and Territory of Montana, and the 
appointment of H. R. Brooks as postmas
ter thereof.

Also at Meceasin, in the county of 
Meagher, and Territory of Montana, and 
the appointment of John Arnold as post
master thereof.

Also at V alleux, in the county of Cho- 
teau, and Territory of Montana, and the 
appoinment of N. Yalleux as postmaster 
thereof

Also of a special postoffice at Teton, in 
the county of Choteau and Territory of 
Montana, and the appointment of J. D. 
Weatherwax as postmaster thereof, i?

Also at Pçriysburgh, iu the county of 
Chotean and Territory of Montana, and 
the appaintment of Wm. McElhenney as 
postmaster thereof.

Also at Conrad, in the county of Cho
teau, and the appointment of J. H. Kipp as 
postmaster thereof.

The following routes will furnish service 
to the foregoing offices :

36.186— From Dewey’s to Wisdom once 
a week.

36,195—From Andersonville to Judith, 
via Moccasin, Eldergrove and Saltbrook, 
twice a week.

36.187— From Beeman by Carpenter’s 
ranch to Muddy twice a week.

36,199—From Sun River via Johnstown 
to Great Fails twice a week.

36,205—From Stone Station to Medhurst 
three times a week.

36.203— From Bercail to Sahara once a 
week.

36.204— From Eunice to Washington 
Bar three trips a weak.

Logan’s Letter of Accept-
äACGi

Though Imperfectly Reported, it 
Strikes at the Center ol l iv

ing Issues that Cannot 
lie Thrust Aside.

Tariff. Currency, Domestic md Foreig 

Policy, Equal Rights. Commerce 

and Civil Service all Revive 

Lucid Treatment.

1.» j ir n 't  L e tte r  o f  A c c e p ta n c e .

W a s h in g t o n , July 21.—The following 
is Logan's letter accepting the nomoiation : 

W a s h in g t o n * D. C., July 19,
D e a r  Sir :—Having receive i from you 

on the 24th of June an official notification 
oi my nomination by the National Repub
lican Conveation for Vice President o the 
United States, and considering it the duty 
of every man devoting himself to the public 
service to assume an}* position to wh:oh 
he may be called by the voice of his coi:s- 
trymen, I accept the nomination with a 
grateful heart and with a deep sense of its 
responsibility and if elected, shall endeavor 
to discharge the duties of the office to the 
best of my ability. The honor, it is wel. 
understood, was wholly unsought by me. 
That it was endorsed by representatives of 
my party in a manner so flattering, will 
serve to lighten whatever labors I may be 
called upon' to perform. Although a va
riety of subjects are covered in a very ex
cellent and vigorous declaration, the prin
ciples adopted by the late convention pro
hibits upon an occasion calling for brevity 
an expression of that full elaboration 
of which they are susceptible. 
1 ayail myself of party usage to signify my 
approval of various resolutions of plat
forms, and to discuss them briefly. Pro
tection to American labor. The resolu
tion of the platform declaring for the levy 
of such duties as to afford security to our 
diversified interests and protection to the 
rights and wages of labor , to the end that 
actual aud intelligent labor a well as cap
ital, may have its just award and the la
boring man his full share in the national 
prosperity, meets my hearty approval. If 
there be a nation on the face of the earth 
which might, if it were a desirable thing, 
build a wall upon its every boundary line, 
denv communion to all tha world and 
proceed to live upon its own resources 
and productions, that nation is the 
United States of' America, 
is hardly a legitimate necessity of civ
ilized commuuites which cannot be pro 
duced from the extraordinary resources of 
our several States and Territories, with 
their manufactories, mines farms, timber- 
lands and water-ways. This circumstance, 
taken in connection with the fact that our 

entirely unique

adjusted protective tariff, by following 
slowly in its footsteps—though a very long 
way in the rear. The principle involved 
is one of no great obscurity and can be 
readily comprehended by any intelligent 
person calmly reflecting upon it. The 
political and social systems of some of our 
trades with competing nations have cre
ated working classes miserable iu the ex 
treme. They receive the merest stipend 
for their daily tojl, and in consequence of 
the great expense of the necessities of life 
are "deprived of those comforts, such as 
clothing, housing, and health producing 
food, with which wholesome mental and 
social recreation can alone matte expense 
happy aud desirable. Now if the products 
of those countries are to be placed in our 
markets along side of American products, 
either the American capitalist must suffer 
in his legitimate profits, or he must make 
the American laborer suffer iu the attempt 
to compete with the specie labor above re
ferred to in case of substantial reduction 
in pay. There can be no compensation 
advantages for American laborers; be
cause articles of daily consumtion, which 
he has, with the exception of articles not 
produced in the United Slates, are easy of 
being specially provided for, as tea and 
coffee, are grown in our own country, and 
would not be affected in price by lowering 
duties. Therefore, while he would re
ceive less for his labor, the cost of labor 
would not be decreased. Being practically 
placed upon the pay of the European la 
borer our own would be deprived of the 
facilities for educating and sustaining his 
family respectably; he would be shorn of 
the proper opportunities for self improve
ment, and his value as a citizen charged 
with a portion of the obligations of govern
ment would be lessened, the moral tone of 
the laboring classes would suffer: in turn 
the interests of capital and the well being 
of orderly citizens in general would be 
menaced, while one evil would react upon 
another, until there would surely be a 
general disturbance of the whole commu
nity. The true problem of good and 
stable government is how to infuse pros
perity among all classes of people, the man
ufacturer, farmer, mechanic and labor 
alike. Such prosperity is preventive of 
crime, as securityto capital and the very 
best guarantee to peace anu happiness. 
The obvious policy of our government is 
to protect both capital and labor by a 
proper imposition of duties. This protec
tion should extend to every article of 
American production which goes to build 
up the general prosperity of our people. 
The national convention, in view of cer
tain dangers menacing wool interests iu 
the United States, deemed it wise to adopt 
a separate resolution on the subject and 
for its proper protection. ’ This 
industry is very large and 
an important one. The necessary 
legislation to sustain this industry upon a 
prosperous basis should be extended. No 
one realizes more fully than myself the 
great delay and difficulty of adjusting the 
tariff so nicely and equitably as to protect 
every home industry', sustain every' class of

American labcr, promote to the highest 
point our great agricultural interests, and 
at the same time to give to one all the ad
vantages pertaiçir.ff to foreign productions 
not in competition to our own; thus not 
only building up csr foreign commerce, 
but taking measures to can*y it ja our 
own bottoms. Difficult as this work 
appears, and really is, it is sus
ceptible of accomrliehment by pa
tient and intelligent labor, and to no 
hands can it be committed with ..i great 
assurance of success as to those of the Re 

j publican party.
j The Republican party is indisputably 
I the author of our financial and monetary 
f sy stem, which, it is safe to wy. has never 
j before been equalled by that of any other 
: nation. Under the operation of our system 
! of finance the country was safely carried 
j through an extended and expensive war 

with a aatkmal credit which lias risen 
higher and higher with each succeeding 
''ear, until now- the credit of t ’se United 
ritates is surpassed by that of no other 
nation, while its securities are constantly 
iu?rea«ig iu premium and are eagerly 
soughtafter by investors in all parts of the 
world.

Oar system sf currency is most adorable 
iu construct loo while all the conveniences 
of bill circulation attach to it, and every 
dollar in paper represents a dollar cf the 
world's money standards, and as long us 
the past and wise policy of the Re
publican party is continued, there cen '«e 
no impairment af the national credit. 
Therefore, under our present lows, 
relation thereto it will be impossible for 
any' mac to lose a penny in banks or in 
bills of tl'jc United (rtates or in bills of 'ra
tional banks. The advantage of having a 
bank note iu the house which will lie is- 
good iu the morning as it was the night 
before will be appreciated bv all.

The convert able currenay should b» 
Maintained intact aud the establishment cf' 
an international standard among all com- 
mercial nations fixing the relative values or 
gold and silver coinage, would be a meas 
cr-e of peculiar advantage and interest to 
o:w foreign commerce and foreign relations, 

The subjects-embraced is  the resolutions 
respectively looking to the promoting o 
our interstate and foreign commerce and 
to the matter cf our foreign relations are 
fraught with great importance to our peo
ple. In respect to iuter-state commerce 
tilers is iuuch to lie desired in. the way ot 
eqitable rates and facilities for transporta
tion that comme'ce may flow freely to the 
State * themselves, that our diversity oi in
dustries and employments be promoted in 
all sections of our country and that our 

! great ‘granaries and manufacturing estab- 
, lishments in the interior may be enabled 
I to semi their products to the seaboard for 
! shipment to foreign countries relieved ol 
j  vexatious restrictions and discriminations 
! iu matters of which, it may emphatically 
! be said *"Time is money, ’ anil a1#© ol un* 

There j j ust (;hrrges upon articles destined to meet 
' *  close compétition from products of other

parts of the world.
As to pur foreign commerce tlie enor

mous growth of our industries and our sur
prising production of cereals aud other 
necessities ol life, imperatively require 
that immediate ami effective means may 
be taken through peaceful , orderly and 
conservative methods to open markets 
which have been and are now monopolized 

This move par
ticularly relates to our sister republics ol 
(Spanish America, and is also true of our 
menus, the people of the Brazilian empire. 
The republics of (Spanish America are al
lied to us by the very closest anil warmest 
feelings based upon the similarity of in
stitutions and government, common aspi
rations aud hopes. The “"Great Republic, 
as they proudly term us, is looked upon by 
their people with affectionate admiration 
and as a model for them, to build upon, aud 
we should cultivate between them aud our
selves a closer {commercial relariou which 
will bind all together by ties of friendly 
intercourse aud mutual advantage, f u r 
ther than this, being small commonwealths, 
in a military aud naval sense) of European 
powers, they look to us as at least a moral 
defender against the system ol territorial 
and other encroachments which, aggres
sive iu the past, has not been abandoned at 
this day.

Diplomacy and intrigue have done much 
more to wrest the commerce of (Spanish 
America from us than has legitimate com
mercial competition. Politically we should 
be bound to the republics of. our own con
tinent by the closest ties, aud communica
tion by snips and railroads should be en
couraged to the fullest possible extent con
sistent with a wise aud conservative public 
policy. Above all. we should be uponsuih 
terms of friendship as to preclude the pos- 

inisunderstaudings lie-

form of government is 
among the nations of the world, makes it
utterlv absurd to institute comparisons be __
tween' our own economic systems and those j [^getyTy othêT nations. T 
of other governments, especially to attempt | tlcula*rly relutes to ol,r sisle 
to borrow systems from them. VV e stand 
alone in our circumst? aces, our forces, our 
possibilities, and our aspirations. in all 
successful governments it is a prime requi 
site that capital and labor should be upon 
the best terms, and that both should enjoy 
the highest attainable prosperity. (Should 
there iu any case be the least disturbance 
of a just balance between them—one or 
the other suffers aud dissatisfaction fol
lows, which is harmful to both. The 
lessons furnished by a comparatively short 
history of our own national life have been 
too much overlooked by our people. The 
fundamental articles in the old Lfemocratie 
creed proclaimed almost- free trade—and 
this too no more than a quarter of a cen 
tury ago. The low condition of our na 
tional credit, the financial and business un
certainties and the general, lack of pros 
perity under that system can lie remem- 
uered by every man now in middle life, 
although iu irreat number reforms were iu 
stituled by the Republican party, sufficient 
credit has not been publicly awarded to 
that of tariff reform. Its benefits have, 
nevertheless.been felt throughout the land.
The principle underlying this measure has 
been in process of gradual development by 
the Republican party during a compara
tively brief period of its- power, and to-day 
a portion of its antiquated Democratic op
ponents make unwilling concession to the
correctness of the document, an equitably j sibility of national

tween ourselves and any member of the 
American Republican family. The best 
method to promote uninterrupted peace 
between one and all would be iu the meet
ing of a general conference or congress 
whereby an agreement to submit all inter 
national differences to the peaceful decis
ion of Iriendly arbitration might be reach
ed. An agreement of this kind would 
give to our sister republics confidence in 
each other anil in us. Closer communica
tion would at once insure reciprocal ad
vantages and commercial treaties might be 
made whereby much of our commerce 
which now flows across the Atlantic would 
seek its legitimate channels and insure a 
greater prosperity to all American com
monwealths. The full advantages of a 
policy of this nature could not he stated in 
a brief discussion like the present.

In the foreign political relations the 
United States has grown to be a govern
ment representing mere than 50,900,066 
people, and in every sense, excepting that 
of mere naval power, is one of the first 
nations of the world. As such a citizen
ship should be valuable, entitling its P01*' 
sessor to protection in every quarter ol the 
globe, I. do not consider it necessary that 
our government should construct enor
mous fleets of improved iron clads, anu 
maintain a commesurate body of seamen 
in order to place ourselves on a war loot
ing with the military and naval powers ol 
Europe. Such a course would not 1“' 
compatible with the peaceful policy ot our 
country. Though it seems absurd that wt 
have not effective means to repel a want**? 
invasion of our coast und to give protec
tion to our coast towns and cities again'1 
any power. The great moral force oi our 
country is so universally recognized as to 
render an appeal to arms by the Unite» 
States, either iu the protection ot our ci i 
zens abroad or in the recognition ot an> 
just international right. It is quite probable 
what we most need in this drectiou >•' 
a firm and vigorous association ot e 'er- 
right and privilege lielonging to 011 
government or its citizens, as well as a 
equally firm association of the rights atn 
privileges belonging to the general taw1 - 
of American republics situated upon 11 •> 
continent when opposed, it ever R- 
should lie, by a different system ol g° 'tr^  
ment upon another continent. An al’lR . 
for right by such a government B  11,1 
could not be disregarded by any civilize* 
tion. Iu the treaty of Washington we*e‘ 
world to means of escape from the n° ^  
of war, and it is to be hoped that the 
when all international differences 
decided by peaceful arbitration is no 
ofl".

EQUAL RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHU’-

This is the central idea ot ^  
publican form of government, * 
is the due of the whole people ^  
posed to other forms which rest l 
privileges. While technically a u“'’ 
ment of the people, it was in situ 
only a government of a portion ot 11 ( 
pie, excluding from all participation ■
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far


