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IMPORTAST DECISION
A State Can Compell Eailroads to Fence 

Their Lines.

A Chinese Exclusion Case Before the Su

preme Court of the U. S.

Supreme C ourt  D ec is ion .
W ashington, January 7.—In a case 

appealed from Iowa the Supreme Court of 
the United States rendered a decision to
day that a State has the right to pass a law 
compelling railroads to fence their lines, 
and failing to do so, to pay double the 
value for stock run over and killed.

T H E  EXCLUSIO N A C T .

A C hinese  C ase  in the  U. S. Su p rem e  
C o u r t .

R u m o red  R e s ig n a t io n  o f  Arthur.
Chicago, January 8 —A. R. Cavener, of 

California, chairman of the engineers com
mittee, says he believes the rumor that 
Chief Arthur is about to resign, that he is 
dissatisfied with the appointment of the 
committee at Richmond to settle the Bur
lington strike, and that the sentiment was, 
in a measure, a blackeye for him. Cavener 
denied he was a candidate lor Arthurs 
place, and said he was offered a much 
more lucrative position with a New \o rk  
railroad'supply house.

Closed the Factory .
Cin cinnati , January 8.—Five hundred 

employes of H. W. Davis, carriage manu
facturer, whose contract expired with the 
beginning of the year, submitted a new 
scale of prices to their employer. He dis
charged them all, and announced he was 
ready to reemploy them individually, but 
would make no bargains through a com
mittee. The men have not returned and 
the factory is closed.

Washington, January 7.—A motion 
was made in the Supreme Court of the 
United States to-day by ex Governor 
Hoadly, of Ohio, to advance for argument 
the case of Chae Chin Ping, appellant, vs. 
the United States. Appellant is a Chinese 
laborer who departed from the United 
States for China June 2, 1887, first having 
secured a return certificate from 
the Collector of San Francisco 
as required by law. He returned to the 
United States Oct. 7,1888, but permission 
to land was refused on the ground that 
the return certificate had been declared 
void by the Scott Chinese exclusion act of 
Oct. 1, 1888. Chae Chin Ping then sued 
out a writ of habeas corpus in the United 
States Circuit Court, which being 
refused, the appeal was taken 
to this court. It is contended in his behalf 
that the Scott act, in declaring the certi- 
cates void, is unconstitutional and the abro
gation of vested rights. It is sought to 
have the case advanced for hearing on the 
ground that the case is one of great 
importance involving thousands of certifi
cates, the holders of which have con
siderable property interests in the United 
States and that delay in determination of 
the case would result in great injury to 
the persons affected.

T o  Stop R a te  C u t t in g .
New York, January 8.—A meeting of 

the executive officers of nearly all the rail
roads west of Chicago, together with repre
sentatives of the great banking houses of 
this country and Europe, gathered this 
morning at the residence of J. Pierrepont 
Morgan at 11 o’clock and continued in ses
sion till 1 p. m., when they adjourned till 
Thursday. The meeting was private, of 
course, but it is known the object was 
to devise some plan to put an end perma
nently and effectually to rate cutting. It 
is believed Jay. Gould’s clearing house 
scheme received further consideration.

P e r i l s  o f  th e  D eep .
New  York, January 8.—Five ships are 

posted on the Maratime Exchange this 
morning as missing since the storm of 
November 25tb, and are now given up for 
lost. They are the Samona, steamship, 
New York, . November 22, for Hayti; the 
Nile, brig, West Indies,^November 10, for 
New York; L. W. P. Armstrong, brig, 
Guadaloupe, November 13, for New Y'ork; 
Ella Warner, schooner, Porto Rico, Novem
b e r ! ^ ,  for New York; E. M. Bacon, 
schooner, Porto Rico, November 15, New 
York. The number of lives lost is fifty- 
fonr. The value of the ships and cargoes is 
$1,000,000.

R efu sed  to  In te r f e re  W ith  the  C hurch .
New York, January 7.—Judge Beach, 

in the Supreme Court to-day, refused to 
interfere with the action of the trustees of 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral, which declined to 
permit the body of old John McGuire to be 
buried in Calvary cemetery. He practi
cally upholds the action of the church 
authorities and dismisses the complaint 
He says the matter is not one for judicial 
interference, but for appeal to the church 
authorities. McGuire died while attending 
one of Dr. McGlynn’s anti-poverty meet
ings. Burial was refused on the ground 
he had not died in the faith.

As to  F r e n c h  E le c t io n s .
Paris, January 7.—Boulangist organs 

ridicule the candidacy of Jacques, presi
dent of the Council of the Seine, nominated 
yesterday by the Republican Congress to 
oppose Boulanger. In an interview to-day 
Boulanger stated that Gen. Montandon, 
elected yesterday from Somme, though de
scribed as a radical ist, was reeally a sup
porter of the Boulanger policy. The Gen
eral said the Boulangist victories in the 
supplementary elections presage his re
turn to power. _____
F lo a te d  F ro m  the  R e e f - - - S l a v e s  Set 

F r e e .
Zanzibar, January 7.—The German 

corvette Schwalbe, before reported aground 
on a reef, has been floated with the assist
ance of a British gunboat.

Mackenzie, agent of the British East 
African company, on New Year’s day, pre
sented hundreds of slaves with their free
dom. The action created much enthusi
asm. _______ ___________
M iracu lous  E s c a p e  of a  R u ss ia n  

P r in c e s s .
St. P etersburg, January 7. — The 

Princess Lieven, while sleigh-riding at 
Charkoff, attempted to cross the railway 
track. A train, rapidly approaching, 
struck the sleigh and killed the coachman 
The Princess was hurled to the middle of 
the track, where she lay senseless. The 
train passed over her but did no injury.

A W ar  Ship.
Washington, January 3.—The board of 

bureau chiefs consisting of Commodores 
Schley and Sicard, chief of construction 
Wilson and Chief Engineer Melville, to 
which Secretary Whitney referred Repre
sentative Thomas’ plans for a coast 
defense vessel, yesterday concluded 
their labor by agreeing to report 
the plans back to the Secretary 
with the recommendation that they be 
adopted. The vessel designed by Thomas 
is of the monitor type, three thousand 
tons, armed with one dynamite gun, two 
ten-inch guns, two torpedo tubes and one 
rapid firing gun.

R e p o r t  D isc re d i t e d .
Ottawa, January 8.—The cable dis

patch reporting the appointment of Sir 
George Baden Powell, plenipotentiary to 
Ottawa and Washington in behalf of the 
British government on the fisheries ques
tion, occasioned considerable surprise in 
official circles. The report is altogether 
discredited, as the government has no 
advices whatever of such an appointment 
having been made. The imperial authori
ses invariably seek the advice of the 
Dominion government before taking any 
step by which Canada’s interests may be 
affected.

F o u g h t  to  a  F in i s h .
Wilkesblrre, January 8.—A report 

comes from Wanamie, ten miles from here, 
that Maurice Hurley and Thomas Hoar 
fought forty-two rounds with bare knuck
les this morning. The battle is said to 
have been desperate. In the forty-second 
round Hoar was knocked out and the fight 
awarded to Hurley.

A n E n g l i sh  M an s io n  B u r n e d .
London, January 7.—The mansion of 

Hon. Percy Sea wan Wyndham was burned 
last night. The children of Lady Elcho, 
Wyndham’s daughter, were rescued in 
their night gowns. Lord Stalbridge directed 
the firemen. Tbe pictures and plate were 
saved. Loss £100,000.

TERRIBLE CALAMITY
Building Collapse at Pittsburg Caused by 

a Tornado.

Between Sixty and Seventy People Killed 
and Injured.

C O L L A P S E D  B U IL D IN G .

A Dozen People Killed and Many In
jured.

P ittsbulg, January 9.—A terrible wind 
and rain storm passed over this city at 
12:30 this afternoon, during which a large 
building in course of erection on Diamond 
street collapsed, carrying 20 workmen to 
the ground and burying at least 20 more 
in the ruins. Twelve are known to have 
been killed and six fatally and about thirty 
seriously injured.

The building fell with an awful crash, 
heard many squares away, and although 
people at a distance could not understand 
what was wrong, the ominous sound sent a 
thrill of horror through thei r hearts. The 
force of the falling building was so great 
that the rear walls of two other buildings, 
those of Rea Bros, and J. R. Wilder & Co., 
were crushed as if they had been made of 
paper, and their front walls fell upon the 
pavement on Wood street, burying several 
people in the debris, mangling some horri
bly. Of these two were a girl and boy 
and one man, unknown, all of whom were 
taken to the hospital.

A barber shop rear was also demolished 
and its six occupants buried in the ruins. 
The top story in tbe rear of Eichmun’s 
building on Filth avenue was also knocked 
in and three printers w irking there were 
injured, how severely it has not been 
learned. At present the n of killed
and injured cannot be definite stated as 
many are supposed to be still in the ruins. 
It is believed, however, that twelve have 
been killed and fifty-eight injured, six fa
tally. Among the injured are:

JOHN 11 GEARING, fatally.
MISS WHITE, school teacher, fatally. 
JERRY HOOKENSTEIN, very serious. 
WILLIAM SANDON, leg and thigh 

fractured.
SAMUEL BROWN, very serious.
ROSE McCARTNEY, a little girl, badly 

bruised.
RICHARD R. DABNFY, cut about the 

heady and body, serious.
THOMAS McKEE, bricklayer, crushed 

to death.
WELDON MASON, very serious.
CHAS. PETTICORD, badly bruised. 
DENNIS McCARTNFY, probably 

fatally.
WM. DONNELLY, serious.
ELMER McKOEUM, probably fatally. 
Two laborers and a boy, whose name 

could not be learned, badly injured. The 
falling walls crushed in buildings on Dia
mond street occupied by Geo. Trexler, bar
ber; W. Thomas, shoe findings; and badly 
damaged portions of buildings occupied by 
Joseph Eichmun, printer, on fifth avenue 
and J. R. Weldon & Co., booksellers, and 
Rea Bros., Stock Brokers on Wood street.

The catastrophe created intense excite
ment and in a few minutes the streets sur
rounding the fallen building were black 
with people. Hundreds of willing hands, 
heedless of danger to themselves, went to 
work to extricate the victims of the ter
rible accident. Up to this hour (2:30 p. 
m.) twenty person have been taken from 
the ruins. How many more are under the 
debris, which is piled twenty feet
high on Diamond street, cannot be 
stated, but it is believed that at 
least a score more are still held 
prisoners or prehaps are dead. 
As fast as they are taken from the ruins 
they are being conveyed to the various 
hospitals in the city.

The storm lasted thirty minutes, and 
was the heaviest known in this section for 
years. The wind blew a hurricane while 
the rain and hail fell in torrents. A num
ber of other buildings were damaged by 
the high wind.

V IC T O R Y  F O R  T H E  R E P U B L I 
CANS.

D ec is io n  in  F a v o r  o f  Goff a n d  Mc
G in n is  in  W est  V irg in ia .

Sullivan-Kilrain Fight. 
Toronto, January 7.—It was arranged 

to-day that the Kilrain-Sullivan fight shall 
be for $10,000 and the championship belt, 
held by Kilrain, to take place July 7th, 
near New Orleans. Tbe next deposit of 
$5,000 is to be made with the New York 
Clipper April 15th, when the final stake
holder will be chosen, the referee to be 
chosen at the ringside. Such is the result 
of the conference so far. The articles will 
probably be signed on the train to-night.

F'rom Admiral Lnce. 
Washington, January 7.—A telegram 

was received at the Navy Department 
from Rear Admiral Luce, at Kingston, 
Jamaica, saying that regard for the health 
of the officers and men on the steamer 
Galena requires two more ships for relief 
dnring the Haytian rebellion.

Death Follows His Pardon* 
Cincinnati, January 7.—Benjamin F. 

Hopkins, convicted assistant cashier of the 
defunct Fidelity National bank died this 
morning. He was only released from the 
penitentiary last Friday.

They Must Agree or Get Left. 
Washington, January 7.—General Har

rison is reported to have said that he 
would not appoint a Cabinet officer from 
the Pacific coast nnleas the Republicans of 
that section abandon factional contests.

M innesota L eg isla tu re .
St. Paul, January 9.—The first of the 

ninety days’ session .of the state legisla
ture began this afternoon.

Shot M arshal G oode.
New  York , January 8.—This morning 

City Marshal Goode levied on the goods 
belonging to Gustave Simon on East 56th 
treet. Simons resented the intrusion of 

the marshal and shot him twice danger
ously. •

I r i sh  A rres ts .
Dublin, January 7.—Twenty tenants on 

the Vandeleur estates, Kilrush, have been 
arrested for barricading houses against of
ficials carrying out evictions. The arrests 
caused much excitement.

F e a r s  th e  In v in c ib le s .
London, January 7.—The number of 

policemen detailed to protect Ballour has 
been increased in consequence of the re
port that the Invincibles were planning to 
murder him.

T h e  A m e r ic an  W on.
London, January 7.—Tbe checker con

test between Barker, the American player, 
and Smith has been concluded. The score 
of the games stood: Baker, 5; Smith, 1; 
drawn, 25.

B o u la n g e r  Victory.
P a ris, January 7.—The election to tbe 

Chamber of Deputies for Charente yester
day resulted in a victory for the Bonlsnger 
candidate.

Against the Madame.
New York, January 7.—Judge Andrews, 

in the Supreme Court, dismissed the writ 
of habeas corpus, obtained by Ann Odelia 
Disdebar, the “spook” princess, to obtain 
possession of her children in care of the 
society for protection of children, and de
cided not to allow her to get possession of 
them. ___________

F a ta l R . R .  C o llis ion .
Decatur, Ills., January 8.—A train on 

the Illinois & Indiana road collided with a 
caboose containing section men this morn
ing, killing Wm. Joy, section boss, and 
wounding five others.

Kansas L egisla tu re .
Topeka , Kan., January 8.—The legis

lature met at noon to-day. The Gover
nor’s message will not be presented until 
to-morrow.

Charleston, W. Va., January 9.—In 
the circuit court this morning Judge 
Guthrie quashed the rule against the 
county court to show cause why it should 
not be lined and attached for contempt in 
forwar ling certificates of election in this 
county for governor and Congress, in viola
tion of the injunction granted by Judge 
McGinnis of the Cabell circuit court. It 
also dismisses the injunction and certiorari 
heretofore awarded at the instance of 
Judge Fleming and Mr. Alderson. This is 
a victory for the Republicans and gives 
Goff and McGinnis a clear plurality on the 
face of the returns for governor and Con
gress, both Republicans.

8TORMY S TATES.

M o n ta n a  F a l se ly  C h a rg ed  W ith  B r e w 
ing  a  B l iz z a r d .

Chicago, January 9.—A flurry of wet 
snow, melting as it fell, began here this 
morning. At noon it continues with in
creasing severity. The signal service 
weather map for the day shows Chicago as 
the centre of an extremely wide area of 
low barometer, extending in an irregular 
circle from Omaha to New York, and from 
the northern shore of Lake Superior to 
Knoxville. The barometer here marks 
28:96 inches, tbe lowest on record for thfr 
point. The temperature here is 34, with a 
light wind. Jt is snowing or raining 
throughout the area of low barometer. 
Telegraphic communication is almost par
alyzed. A cold wave, with a blizzard ac
companiment, has developed in Montana 
and Dakota, and is expected here w ithin 
twenty-four hours,

8trilte of Operatives.
New York , January 8.—A strike in the 

immense carpet factory of Higgins & Co., 
was inaugurated this morning to enforce 
the demand for a return to the o 
wages in effect before Dec. 17.

T H E  M O N R O E  D O C T R IN E .

The adoption of the Edmunds resolu
tion relative to foreign nations having any 
direct connection with or control over any 
ship canal ocross Central America by such 
a decisive vote as 49 to 3 in the U. S. 
Senate is a partial reaffirmation of the 
Monroe doctrine. We only wish that it 
might have been broader and more unan
imous. What motives induced three of 
tbe Southern Senators to vote against it 
are not disclosed, as the discussion was in 
secret session. When it comes before the 
House, if there is any opposition, the 
reasons therefor will likely find expression.

It is singular that there should be j any 
opposition, and more singular in this in
stance, when the question is narrowed to 
the construction of ship canals across the 
isthmus, that any opposition should come 
from the South which is most likely to be 
benefitted thereby.

The turn of events in France is enough 
to justify the adoption of the resolution. 
Boulanger, who seems to be gaining popu
larity in France, and a possible dictator, 
has openly espoused the cause of govern
ment aid to the isthmus canal enterprise. 
Our government is one of the people and 
it is right that the people’s representatives 
should express their opinion and define 
their position, and not that the responsi
bility should be thrown upon the Presi
dent, cabinet officers, or minister.

It may be said that the Monroe doctrine 
once declared stands forever and needs no 
repetition; that it was uttered to the 
world when we were a nation of only 10,- 
000,000, and that it is not likely to be 
abandoned when we have become a nation 
of 60,000,1X10, with resources superior to 
aoy nation in tbe world.

While it is true that no nation would be 
so reckless as to openly and directly an
tagonize our declared national policy, they 
may reach the same end substantially by 
indirect approaches under color of pro
tecting interest! of their citizens as in this 
case of the Panama canal. This is the 
usual and almost universal course of gov
ernment interferance and usurpation.

Our Mmroe doctrine contemplai e 
case of foreign nations acquiring a foothold 
on this continent by means of colonization. 
The present resolution contemplates the 
acquisition of a foothold, equally as dan
gerous to our peace and interests under 
guise of protecting the investments of the 
citizens of such foreign countries.

Ourjown congress observes the same rule 
and carefully provides against any exclu
sive control by our own government over 
the Nicaragua canal that it proposes to 
charter, or the investment of public 
moneys therein. After doing this it is not 
likely that we will allow France or any 
other foreign power to do the same thing* 

The beet time to dispose of trouble is to 
prevent the circumstances that are sure to 
lead to it.

These resolutions, though of mild and 
diplomatic tone, mean a vast deal more 
than they declare. They mean that the 
United States will not permit that to be 
done which they look upon with “serious 
concern and disapproval.”

A violation of the spirit or letter of this 
resolution will be a casus belli and so 
must France regard it. The United States 
claims a certain right of eminent domain 
on this continent, not selfishly, but for 
the protection of other than our own, in 
whose peace, progress and prosperity we 
are more interested naturally than any 
Europeon nation.

The nations of Europe may push, crowd 
and scramble for possessions in Asia and 
Africa as much as they please, but the 
United States serves notice that no such 
proceedings will be tolerated on this conti
nent and any nation that disputes our 
right to assert and maintain this position 
must prepare to fight.

We heartily approve the resolution of 
the Senate to offer a bounty upon the pro
duction of sugar in this country. If only 
Louisiana’s interests were involved it 
would be an easy question to settle, 
but there are other portions capable of 
growing cane—for instance, nearly the 
whole Florida peninsular. And then again, 
sugar can be produced from a great many 
sources, capable of expansion till the full 
limits of home demand are reached. I t 
was by bounty that the cultivation of su
gar was encouraged in France and in Ger
many until it has become equal to con
sumption and this is what has so reduced 
the price of sugar all over the world. If 
through bounty we encourage still further 
the general production, the price will be 
still further reduced. Cheaper methods of 
production will be discovered and this 
great necessity of life will be made still 
cheaper. _________________

The  new snnday civil appropriation bill 
contains an appropriation for surveys of 
public lands of only $205,000, not enough 
for the surveys needed in Montana. It 
contains a provision that is wise and neces
sary, to increase the compensation for sur
veys, but this only makes more trans
parent the inadequacy of the appropriation 
for the surveys. If the timber lands had 
been surveyed,'there would have been no 
trespass made upon them or the trespassers 
might have been conv cted and made to 
pay. The impolicy of preventing surveys 
has been a very costly one to the govern
ment as well as very expensive and irri
tating to the settlers. We hope and be
lieve the policy of the next administration 
will be radically different.

Th e  territorial center of the  United 
States, exclusive of Alaska, is at Abilene 
in Kansas, near the intersection of the 39th 
parallel with the 97th meridian. It is a 
singular fact that the center of population 
in this country has always been on or near 
this parallel. It is now about eight miles 
from Cincinnati. It seems destined to fol
low this line till the whole country is an 
iformly settled._____________

T h e  Senatorial fight in New Jersey is 
very fierce and doubtfoL The Democrats 
have three majority on joint ballot. The 
supporters of Abbott and McPherson are 
so fierce against each other that the 
of William Walter Phelps are considered 
as good as either of the Democrats.

E L E C T I O N  R E F O R M S .

Just after any general election where 
great interests are involved and feeling 
has run high there is always a great deal 
said about election reforms. At this 
time the Democrats throughout the Nprth 
are loud in the assertion that they were 
outdone in the use of improper means and 
influence, while the Republicans are still 
more certain that such a thing as a free 
and fair election does not exist at the 
South.

It is a good time to make use of this 
general sentiment of reform to enact laws 
that shall everywhere secure more honest 
and independent elections. It is some
thing above party or temporary success 
and every good citizen is interested in se
curing the ends aimed at. Popular choice 
is the source of all power under our in
stitutions and hence the greater and even 
vital importance that the title by which 
power is hel^should be aboye suspicion.

We have no idea that any one system or 
any combination of various systems will 
entirely eradicate fraud. But this does 
not excuse any good citizen from remitting 
effort to come nearer to the desired end.

It may involve some increased public 
expense, but if the end is attained, more 
honest elections, it will be worth all that it 
will cost It may involve some trouble and 
Ijss of time to the voter, but if the voter 
properly appreciates the importance of this 
highest act and duty of citizenship, he 
will not hesitate to make any necessary 
sacrifice to protect his own right and to see 
that his own vote is not offset by that of 
some other person who is not entitled to 
cast a vote.

It is not right to say that we will under
take no change until a perfect system. has 
been revealed. We must work towards 
perfection by all reasonable methods. Reg
istration is one good means and has pro ved 
itself so by abundant experience and 
wherever once adopted has never been 
abandoned. The Australian method has 
many good points to commend it and 
should be introduced as far as practicable, 
though it would seem to involve too muen 
expense and trouble for small scattered 
communities.

In the matter of penalties for election 
offenses, there is as much danger from 
making these penalties too severe as in 
making them too light. Wherever corrupt 
purchase or selling of votes is proven, 
we think that the proper penalty should 
be disfranchisement for a time, or for life, 
perhaps, in extreme cases. We believe the 
disgrace of disfranchisement would go 
further than fine or imprisonment to deter 
from violations of the law, and at the 
same time it would exalt the value and 
dignity of citizenship and the right of 
suffrage.

Again we think the right, venerable as 
it is, and valuable as it has proved in 
years past against royal authority, of every 
legislative assembly to judge of the quali
fications and the election of its own mem
bers, is a practical failure in a popular gov
ernment like our own and that those ques
tions should be settled in courts either or
dinary or special, where all legal evidence 
is admissable under recognized rules of in
vestigation and the judges have no direct 
interest in the result.

These election reforms will be a prom
inent question Itefore our coming legisla
ture and in Congress they will continue to 
hold increasing prominence till some 
method is devised to obtain the free, fair 
vote and count of every legal elector.

Ix was many years ago estimated that the 
coal mines in England would be exhausted 
in about 200 years, but the increase of con
sumption since that time and the great in
crease of expense in working at greater 
depth is likely to close the mines in half 
that time. The mines of this country will 
only just get fairly developed by that time 
The coal mines of Pennsylvania, that have 
been worked the most, are rated to hold 
out for 600 years.

There is going to be a strong sentiment 
in favor of some reenactment of a bounty 
law for the destruction of wolves, bears 
and mountain lions. We apprehend the 
only difference will be whether the bounty 
should be paid by the counties or the Ter
ritory. We favor the county system as best 
for then the people chiefly benefitted will 
pay the bounty and can make it more or 
1< the
bounty get i t _______________

Gen . H arrison is reported to have 
said he would not appoint a Pacific 
coast man to the cabinet unless the Repub
licans of that section abandon factional 
contests. This decision will doubtless 
affect New York as well, and the Empire 
State is liable to get left unless soma agree
ment is reached between the Miller and 
Platt Republicans.

The insane asylum of North Dakota, at 
Jamestown, is a great success. I t has 98 
patients and just issued its third annual 
report. I t is built on the cottage plan. It 
is what Montana wants more than any
thing else and we hope our legislature (to 
assemble next week) will not let the ses
sion pass without some decisive action.

I ra Pa in e , an American pistol expert 
is trying to raise capital in France to test 
a process that he professes to have dis
covered to manufacture gold from silver 
and copper. The days of the alchemists 
are over, but evidently all the fools are 
not dead yet._______________

Samuel Randall is comparatively a 
poor man, and his late sickness exhausted 
his slender means and brought this fact to 
the notice of his friends, who have recently 
made up a purse of $50,000 and presented 
to Mrs. Randall. Republicans as well as 
Democrats contributed.

T h e  wheat crop of the United States for 
1888 is estimated to have been 400,000,000 
bushels, or about 7 bushels per capita of 
our entire population, old and young. 
Wheat which was a royal luxury only 200 
Team ago has now become the daily food 
of Svery American citizen.

The Florida orange crop is said to be 
the best as well as latest ever produced.

HO W  D ID  i r  H A P P E N ?

Though the Democratic members ol the 
Helena Bar through our Delegate ssked 
the President for the appointment ol a dis
tinguished Montana lawyer to the vacancy 
created on the Territorial Supreme Bench 
by the resignation of Chief Justice Mc
Connell, word is sent back by Mr. Toole 
that Cleveland rather inclines to do tbe 
usual Democratic thing—nominate a car
pet-bagger instead of a resident citizen. 
On the heels of this information tele
graphed from Washington comes the an
nouncement of the appointment of oDe of 
the citizens in preference to an alien to a 
statistical agency in Montana. Perhaps our 
Delegate was more zealously intent in 
bringing about the latter than the former 
appointment, notwithstanding the fact that 
the political friends and lawyer colleagues 
of Mr. Toole were vastly more concerned 
in the matter of the judgeship. Possibly 
the avowed failure in one case and success 
in the other is explained by tbe fact 
that the gentleman suggested for the 
Bench is not a family relative of the Dele
gate, while the one urged for the other 
place is so related.

The  introduction of Botterworth’s bill 
for the annexation of Canada has served a 
good purpose in drawing out an expression 
of opinion from all quarters. It has de
veloped the fact that it was once seriously 
proposed by some of the most prominent 
men of the nation to take Canada by force 
for compensation for the injuries to our 
commerce by British privateers. Gen. 
Grant opposed this measure as un
wise, saying that we should not be 
stronger, but only weaker, by having 
an unwilling people in our midst. In the 
same way Gen. Grant convinced the Mexi
can people that the United States had no 
covetous eyes upou any portion of their 
Territory. Just in proportion as the people 
of Canada or Mexico are convinced that we 
do not want them, they will cease to be 
prejudiced against us and think of the ad
vantages till they become unanimous and 
outspoken ir. pressing annexation. In the 
ease of Canada, it is certainly better that for 
the present the situation should remain as 
it is. As it now stands Canada is a pledge 
in hand by Great Britian that she will 
keep the peace towards us. Canada may 
not be a very profitable and reliable co
lonial possession to England, but she adds 
greatly to the imperial domain and 
to the pride and boast of a world
wide empire. It would humiliate Eng
land more than it would weaken 
her to lose Canada. In fifty years, possibly 
in half that time, Canada will be ours by 
the unanimous choice of her people and 
unless she comes in that way we should pre
fer she would stay out forever. This is, 
we believe, the sentiment that should be 
held steadfastly and openly by every citi
zen of this country. Any proposition for 
annexation should come from the smaller 
and weaker party and must be free of any 
suspicion of compulsion.

J udging by the reported interview with 
Delegate Toole, it seems probable that the 
President does not intend to appoint any 
resident of Montana to the vacant chief 
justiceship. In that case there is ample 
additional reason why the Republican 
Senate should refuse to confirm any nomi
nation that Cleveland may make. It is no 
recommendation for a chief justice of 
Montana that he looks like the late Thomas 
A. Hendricks or has been connected with 
the general land office. Our people have j ust 
as much inherent right to furnish the 
judges to interpret our laws as to choose 
the legislators who make them. Mr. Cleve
land’s policy and methods have been 
rejected by the people of the United States, 
and so far as possible very emphatically by 
the people of Montana, and though for a 
few days longer he may have the constitu
tional power to nominate a chief j nstice 
for us, the Senate has an equally clear 
right to refuse to confirm his nominee, and 
as Republicans they are in honor and duty 
bound to defeat his proposed appointment.

We hope our city council will be pru
dent and reasonable in the matter of legis
lating on the use of the streets for winter 
sports for the young especially. It is too 
natural to think and say that streets and 
sidewalks are business uses for business 
people and that sliding is a nuisance. But 
the city council ought to think that a 
large part of their constituents 
are children and that they have their 
rights as well as older ones. Business is 
not the only thing to be thought of. If 
we had somewhat less of business and 
more of healthful, out-of-door recreation, 
we should be better off. Designate certain 
places and hours where sliding can be in
dulged in to the heart’s content by old 
or young and use all necessary precautions 
against accident. Accidents will happen 
sometimes in sports as well as in business 
movements,but this is no more reason wby 
all sport should be declared a nuisance 
than the use of teams in any branch of 
business, which are laible to run away and 
injnre property and endanger life and 
limb.

The  Germans seem to come out second 
best in their fight with the forces of Ma- 
taafa on the island of Samoa. It is said 
that the latter’s forces are led by an Amer
ican and the Germans are very angry over 
the interruption in their little game in at
tempting to Bteal the islands. Let the 
natives settle their own disputes in their 
own way. But if the Germans disregard 
this rule of neutrality and furnish weapons, 
ammunition and men to help the rebels 
under the promise to make over the is
lands to Germany, we hope the Americans 
will have spirit enough to furnish j ust as 
much aid to the other side and the Amer
ican people will sustain them.

A v e r y  important decision of the 
Supreme Court of the United States is that 
which declares the constitutionality of State 
legislation requiring railroads to fence 
their tracks or pay double damages for 
stock injured through this neglect.

T h e  annual rainfall in Europe is twenty- 
four inches; in the United States twenty- 
nine inches.

O P P O S E D  I «  S T A T E H O O D .

Gov. W est  T e l l s  W hy U tah  Should  no» 
he A d m it te d .

Washington, January 9 —C. W. West, 
appointed Governor of Utah by President 
Cleveland, arrived in Washington on Sun
day night. He intends to appear before 
the House committee on Territories Wed
nesday to oppose the admission of Utah 
as a State. This sentiment, he says, is 
shared by nearly every non-Mormon or 
gentile in the Territory. West places his 
objection on the broad ground that Mor
mons are unfitted to exercise the rights of 
citizenship. Gov. West said: “To give
these people the sovereign rights proposed 
would be to pince every non-Mormon in 
Utah completely at their mercy. Under a 
Territorial form of government we are pro
tected by Congress and the Executive. 
Confer the rights of statehood upon Utah 
and the Mormons would frame a constitu
tion and laws so unjust and arbitrary in 
their character that an outsider could not 
live among them. Hence I say all non- 
Mormons in the Territory, without regard 
to parties, oppose the proposition of state
hood.”

“What do you propose as a substitute?'’
“I favor leaving it a Territory, but so 

amending the law as to abridge the power 
of the Church. A territorial commission 
acting in conjunction with the governor 
which could control all appointments would 
answer our purpose exactly. Then Utah 
would enter upon an era of prosperity such 
as no other Territory has ever known.”

S to rm  D a m a g e s  in C a n a d a .
Montreal, January 9.—The damage by 

the sleet storm between here and Toronto 
will not be mucti less than $l,0UU,UOU. The 
wires are down and forest trees were up
rooted throughout the whole region.

D est ru c t iv e  T o rn a d o  a t  P i t t s b u r g .
Cincinnati, January 9.—It is reported 

here that a terrific tornado visited Pitts
burg to day, that some of the largest 
buildings were blovrn down and many 
people killed.

T h e  E a r th  T rem b led .
CHICAGO, January 9.—A distinct earth

quake was felt at some points in the south
ern pa.': of the State after ^midnight. It 
lasted fifteen seconds.

A p p r a i s e r  M cM ullen  B o u n c e d .
Washington, January 5.—Lewis Mc

Mullen, Appraiser at New York, was re
quested to rerign. He refused and the 
Presic’ent therefore directed his removal.

A p sco n d in g  T h ie f .
Chicago, January 8.—Harry D. Schell, 

assistant cashier in the paymaster's office 
of the Northwestern rtilroad has disap
peared with eleven thousand five hundred 
dollars of the company’s funds, and twen
ty-five hundred dollars belonging to the 
clerks and mechanics of the Building and 
Loan association, of which he was treas
urer. He went in good society and it is 
supposed that his expenses overrun his 
salary.

Gov. M e rr iam  I n s ta l l e d .
St. P aul, January 9.—In joint conven

tion this morning the legislature heard 
the final and inaugural messages of the 
outgoing and incoming governors, and 
Governor M. R. Merriam was duly installed 
in office.

Will S u b m i t  to  A r b i t r a t i o n .
Muskogee, Indian Territory, January 

9.—The contending factions for the gover
norship of the Chickasaw Nation have 
agreed to submit their claims to arbitra
tion by Secretary Vilas and abide his deci
sion

Cultivated land absorbs seven-eighths 
more of the rainfull than tha t which has 
never been broken.

New  York City  has got a veritable 
elephant on its bands. It was a present to 
the city and is to graze in the park.

The Inter Ocean suggests that when the 
Cabinet appointments arc announced there 
are likely to be more secretaries of the ex- 
terior than of any other department.

In the different divisions of Chicago th6 
buildings erected during 1888 would make 
a continuous line 22 miles long and îepre- 
sent an investment of over $20,000,000.

Those members who missed attendance 
at the New England Society meeting Friday 
evening denied themselves a pleasure and 
privilege that they cannot afford to lose 
often. ______

The rebuilding of Charleston has 
wrought such a change that it is becom
ing the general opinion that, on the 
whole, the earthquake was a blessing in 
disguise. _________________

There were $168,000,000 invested in 
new mining and manufacturing enterprises 
in the South during 1888. It will rot be 
many years at this rate till the South will 
be stronger for protection than the North.

A new  scheme is on foot to connect 
Lake Superior and the Lake of the Woods 
by a system of locks and canals. There is 
no donbt that this project is feasible and 
will some day be accomplished. It may 
not be till the annexation of the Dominion.

W i l l  G a t h e r  S t a t i s t i c s ,

R. T. Stout, of Helena, is announced in 
a Washington despatch as having received 
the appointment of statistical agent to 
collect information in regard to the re
sources of Montana for the Treasury De
partment. Mr. Stoat is a brother-in-law 
of Delegate Toole.

D r u m  L u m m o n  O u t p u t .

Following is the output of the Dram 
Lummon mine for the mouth of December.

Tons. Yield,
10 stamp mill crushed..... ....... 515 $ 20,800

“ “ “ ....... ...... 3,200 53.800
60 "  .............. 3,300 19,000

Total for'month.............  7,015 $93,600
Working expenses for m^nth. 50,000

E n d o r s e d  fo r  P u b l i c  P r in t e r .
_ Los Angeles, January 8.—The Edito

rial Association of Southern California this 
afternoon adopted a resolution unani
mously recommending H. F. Osborne, of 
Los Angeles, for public printer aad in
structed the ,officers to forward a copy to 
Gen. Harrison.

i


