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Portable Poultry Houses.
Here are plans for portable poultry 

houses, which may be easily moved 
about to fresh ground. They are not 
too costly, but yet substantial. The 
plans here given are of houses which 
will accommodate fifty fowls each at 
least, and are light enough to be moved 
by a single horse. Fig. 1 Is a house 
that will cost about five or six dollars, 
needing only four hundred feet of

f i o . 1.

boards, all complete, but without a 
floor which Is not really required. The 
sise Is seven by live feet and seven feet 
high. The wheels are of wood, made 
of five or six pieces a foot In diameter 
nailed together, crossing the grain of 
each pieces to prevent splitting. Fig. 
2 Is eleven by eight feet, and will easi
ly hold a hundred fowls. It will cost 
about one-fourth more than Fig. 1. 
These portable bouses are moved from 
one location to another by one horse

Kin. 2.
hitched by a chain to a ring In the 
front sill, and to sustain the draft a 
two-inch plank is dove tailed Into the 
front and end sills, and strongly spiked. 
The house is quite light, not weighing 
over 1,500 pounds in all, and one-third 
less If the common siding, scant three- 
quarters of an Inch thick Is used.

The Value of a Windmill.
We take the following from the 

Farming World, as it tells what many 
would like to know: “The Wiscouslu 
Experiment station thus sums up the 
value of a wind mill: To test the econ
omic value of the pumping done by the 
mill a 2%-horse power gas engine was 
put to running the same pumps, and It 
was found that It cost 05 cents to run 
the engine ten hours, and In that time It 
pumped 13,202 cubic feet of water, 
while the average for the mill was 3,- 
038 cubic feet in ten hours. Hence, it 
cost 32 cents to pump as much water 
with the engine as the mill pumped in 
ten hours. As the mill had an average 
of 14% hours per day, it would have 
cost 43 cents to pump as much water 
with the engine as the mill pumped 
each day, or $1511.85 for one year of 365 
days. Tests made In grinding corn with 
the power furnished by this windmill 
showed that when the wind bad a ve
locity of nine miles an hour, it would 
grind about 100 pounds an hour; a ve
locity of twenty-five miles per hour 
groundf over 500 pounds per hour, and 
a  velocity of thirty-five miles per hour 
ground over 1,000 pounds per hour. 
The 25-mile wind enabled the mill to 
develop about 2 2-3 horse power. The 
work done shows that in a whole year 
the mill would grind 15,560 bushels. 
The 2% horse power engine was able to 
grind on the same grinding mill as 
much in 136 days as the windmill would 
grind In 365 days. It costing 99 cents a 
day to run the engine. Hence, when 
applied to the corn mill the power of 
the windmill was worth 136x99 cents, 
or $134.64 per year."

Irrigation Problems.
There Is probably at present no com

mercial problem more Important to the 
Western agriculturist than that of Ir
rigation. Nowhere In the world Is fruit 
growing more highly developed than 
In California, and nowhere In this coun
try Is water more valuable or more 
carefully handled and conserved. But 
Irrigation has to be intelligently ap
plied. and, like everything else, may be 
overdone. Over-Irrigation results In 
overgrown. Insipid fruit. Insufficient 
moisture shows itself In poor growth, 
poor fruit and Intermittent bearing. 
One of the most popular methods of 
applying Irrigation water, and one 
which Is available to the small farmer, 
with a comparatively small outlay, Is 
the furrow system, which consists in 
running the water through furrows, 
near together, usually about two feet 
apart. By ditching and the use of 
small reservoirs streams from springs 
or windmills, which, if left to them- 
eelves. would be lost within a short dis

tance from their source, can be stored 
and made to water an acre or two of 
fruit and add many times the cost of 
the reservoir to the value of the crop. 
These and other Interesting problems, 
some suitable for the humid regions, 
as well as the arid regions, are treated 
by a recent Farmers’ Bulletin on Irri
gation In Fruit Growing, about to be 
issued by the Department of Agricul
ture for free distribution.

Corn as a Substitute for Hay.
The experience of last summer, so 

far as the bay crop was concerned, 
ought to put farmers on their guard 
to avoid a like result this year. To the 
man whose experience in growing for
age crops Is limited, corn should be the 
crop on which to bank, not only for 
needed summer fodder, but to harvest 
as a substitute for hay. If needed. The 
soil should be well fitted and enriched, 
and the seed of the variety selected 
drilled In so that it may be dropped in 
three rows at a tirae„ Cultivate In the 
usual way, and that portion not used as 
green food during the summer should 
be harvested before frost In the fall. 
If well cut, cured and housed, this corn 
stover will make an excellent substi
tute for hay If properly manipulated 
before being fed. Vast quantities of 
corn fodder are yearly ruined by being 
left In the field cut and uncut during 
heavy fall frosts that take much of 
its nutriment. If a silo Is not on the 
farm, store the corn stalks under cover 
after curing, and when about to feed, 
cut In a machine that will split the 
stalks as well as cut them. Moisten this 
fodder with ground grain and all of the 
stock, even the horses, will thrive upon 
It.—Exchange.

The Prnirle-Doar Pest.
A correspondent in the Kansas Farm

er says: “Six years ago I had a prairie 
dog town in my pasture. Its noisy pop
ulation on a sunshiny morning could 
be counted by the hundreds. We had 
tried to reduce it with dogs, drowning 
out, and shooting, but the increase 
seemed steady and fixed. A miller who 
had used bisulphide of carbon to rid 
his mill of rats recommended its use 
against prairie dogs. I procured two 
gallons of the odoriferous fluid, a buck
etful of corn cobs chopped into short 
pieces, and a sharp pointed stick. Tak
ing along a man with spade, I moved 
on the town. A piece of cob placed 
temporarily on the sharp point of the 
stick and dipped into the fluid was in
troduced into each hole, and the stick 
withdrawn, leaving the cob. Then the 
top of the hole was tilled with earth. 
Each and every opening we could And 
received tills treatment. The next 
morning only two dogs showed them
selves. When pursued they seemed to 
And holes that we had overlooked, but, 
as owl's was a war of extermination, we 
administered the treatment to these 
holes, and we have never since seen a 
prairie dog in that pasture.”

A Gc'd Pen Rnke.
Many farmers will find the rake a 

very convenient Implement for gather
ing fleld-sown peas. They should be 
raked out when they are damp, the 
windrows immediately loosened and 
made into bunches of the proper size 
for loading. They can then be drawn 
in when dry without much loss by 
shelling. I sow three and one-half 
bushels of the larger varieties to the 
acre with the drill, sowing early and 
as deep as possible. I find it is better 
to leave the surface of the soil ridged, 
so that when the vines go down, the air 
having a better chance to circulate un
derneath, they are not so apt to spoil. 
Good results have been obtained show
ing three bushels to the acre checked.— 
C. L. Campbell.

FO B  LITTLE FOLKS.

A COLUMN OF PARTICULAR IN» 
TfcREST TO THEM.

New Plants.
The enthusiasm of seedmen frequent

ly leads them to make statements in 
their catalogues that are not borne out 
by actual practice under all conditions. 
A given forage crop may produce 
abundantly under favorable conditions 
In a climate very different from that of 
Oklahoma. A forage crop that does 
well here may yield very poorly else
where. For this reason farmers every
where should be cautious before buy
ing largely of untried seeds and plants. 
There is an experiment station in each 
State that is on the watch for new and 
good things, and these stations are In a 
position to know the truth about such 
things.

Cow Peas as Green Masure.
The Agricultural Epitomist saya 

acme of the farmers in the South have 
succeeded in growing larger crops after 
cow peas when they have taken the 
vines off for fodder, and plowed under 
the roots and stubble, than when they 
have plowed the whole crop under. It 
scarcely seems reasonable, and yet 
there may be abundant reason for It. 
But whether this is exact or not, the 
crop of cow peas and vines are esti
mated to be worth about $20 per acre 
for fodder, and we should much prefer 
to feed it out and use the waste, the 
excrements of the cattle that eat It to 
fertilize the soil with.

Antiquity of Onions.
Onions and cucumbers are two of the 

very oldest known vegetables. Like 
peas, the Egyptians grew them at least 
thirty centuries ago. Indeed, to the 
onion belongs probably the honor of 
being the first vegetable primeval man 
ever made trial of. Onions are not 
found growing wild anywhere, but a 
kind of leek is not uncommon In South
ern Siberia, which Is very like the 
Welsh national emblem.

Plant!ns Sweet Potatoes.
Take an old broom handle. 3 or 3% 

feet long, and flatten two sides slightly 
at one end and cut a notch one-half 
Inch deep. The vines are cut from 15 
to 20 Inches long and dropped on raised 
rows every 200 Inches. Drop three or 
four rows, then follow with the stick, 
pressing the vine« In the beds about 
4 {itches deep.

Somatbluu that Will Interest the Ju
venile Members of Every Household
—Quaint Actions and Bright Sayings
of Many Cute and Cunning Children.

The boy who goes fishing, with a pail 
of worms for bait, little knows what 
u pleasant hour he might have, and yet 
make bis outing much more agreeable 
for the worms and for the fish. He 
should take a look—a scientific peep— 
at the contents of that pall. Instead of 
throwing them Ignorantly away. Af
ter all his pains In digging for the 
worms, he and they are scarcely ac
quaintances; and yet. If we should ask 
him, he must admit that he has dug up 
worms In the springtime, year after 
year, and gone fishing, knowing as lit
tle about the worm when his- sport was 
over as he did when he started out.

To see really what sort of ä fellow 
the common earthworm Is, first put 
him Into a bowl of water. He will 
soon wriggle himself free of every par
ticle of dirt, and you may then make 
him more comfortable on some dry, 
smooth surface while you study the pe
culiar movements of his remarkable 
body, which consists of a series of seg
ments. or rings, all alike in form, ex
cept at the two ends; the anterior end 
tapering to a blunt point; the hinder 
end being broad and flattened.

Watch the worm shorten himself af
ter a long stretch. Projecting from 
the sides and the lower part of each 
ring, you will see the tiny bristles, call
ed setae, with which he manages to 
walk. When he lengthens his body, 
the setoe on the hinder rings prevent 
him from stretching backwards, be
cause they, in pointing backwards, 
stick into the ground. The worm can, 
therefore, stretch only forwards. In 
the same manner, when he shortens his 
body, the setae in the front rings stick 
into the ground, and the hinder part of 
the body is drawn up: he repeats this 
process every time he moves along.

That way of walking may seem very 
complicated and wonderful, but It is 
no more wonderful than that you 
should be able fo balance your body on 
your two feet and walk without giving 
a thought to how you do it, or to how 
wonderful It is that it can be done 
without thought. Watch a baby’s ef
forts to keep his balance in learning to 
toddle only a few steps, and you will 
understand that walking seems easy 
to you, because you have had so much 
practice.

The usefulness of the worms may be 
seen at once when you compare some 
of the tilings that they do with those 
that they are unjustly accused of do
ing. They do not destroy the roots of 
trees and of plants. They eat half-de
cayed leaves, which they are able to 
grind with the muscles of the mouth; 
but they have no teeth with which to 
gnaw. They are useful to man In bor
ing through the ground and loosening 
the soil to make it ready for the fibers 
of plants to enter. Surface soil is more 
or less loose, but the sub-soil is hard 
and compact until the earthworms 
have worked It. Our tallest trees, even, 
would soon die if no opening were 
made by the worms for their root libers 
to enter.

To keep worm-life In check, nature 
has provided the birds, and anyone 
that has watched the robin dine will 
see that there is no danger of the 
earthworm supply’s exceeding the de
mand.—Our Animal Friends.

Magician and Prince.
Once upon a time there was a King 

who had a little boy whom he loved 
very much, and so be took a great deal 
of pains to make him happy. He gave 
him beautiful rooms to live in and pic
tures and toys and books without num
ber. He gave him a graceful, gentle 
little pony that be might ride just 
where he pleased, and a rowboat on a 
pretty lake, and servants to wait on 
him wherever he jvent.

He also provided teachers, who were 
to give him that knowledge of things 
that would make him good and great 
But for all this the young prince was 
unhappy. He wore a frown wherever 
he went and was always wishing for 
something he didn't have. At length 
one day a magician came to the court 
He saw the scowl on the boy’s face, 
and said to the King:

“I can make your son happy and win 
his frowns into smiles, but you must 
pay me a great price for telling him 
this secret.”

“All right,” said the King; “whatever 
you ask I will give.”

So the price was agreed upon and 
paid, and the magician took the boy 
Into a private room. He wrote some
thing with a white substance upon a 
piece of paper. Then he gave the boy 
a candle and told him to light it and 
hold it under the paper and then see 
what he could read. The he went 
away. The boy did as he was told, 
and the white letters turned into a 
beautiful blue. They formed these 
words:

“Do a kindness to some one every 
day.”

The prince made use of the secret, 
and became the happiest boy in the 
realm.

Why Cats Arch Their Backs.
It Is not anger alone that makes cats 

arch their backs; indeed, when two 
cats are preparing to fight they do not 
assume this attitude, but crouch low, 
just as they do when about to spring 
on their prey, the body being extended, 
and the hair not In the least erect. But 
when, on meeting a dog suddenly, fear 
Is combined with anger, when the cat, 
standing at Its full height, at once 
arches its back, with an Instinctive ef 
fort to appear as big and as terrible 
aa possible. Darwin compares it to

the similar attitude of the lynx when 
attacked, and to that of birds which 
ruffle their feathers, and spread out 
their wings and tail when alarmed. It 
Is noticeable that a cat will also arch 
Its back when In an affectionate frame 
of mind, rubbing Itself against its mas
ter’s leg. At the same time it slightly 
raises its fur and holds its tail erecL 
Its whole attitude is just the reverse 
of that which it assumes when savage. 
Darwin accounts for this in the fol
lowing words: “Certain states of mind 
lead to certain habitual actions, which 
are of no service. Now when a direct
ly opposite state of mind Is induced 
there is a strong and involuntary ten
dency to the performance of a move
ment of a directly opposite nature, 
though It may be of no service.”

Some Day.
He sat on the steps with a tear in his 

eye,
As he watched the swift bicycles whiz

zing by
With their doubled-up riders, and thus 

murmured he:
“Oh, when will a bicycle come for meî

“I watch them by day, and by night in 
my bed

Processions of bicycles flit through my 
head;

I’m only in kilts, but I’m almost three,
Oh, when will a bicycle come for me?

“ ‘Mamma, I am sure T could ride just 
like Ned.’

Then she smiles at father, and he shakes 
his head.

‘When you’re five, when you’re five.
Wait awhile,’ answers he.

Now isn’t that hard when I’m quite 
three?

“But it's, oh, for that beautiful, glorious 
day

When I shall go whizzing and flying 
aw ay

Through town and through country ss 
fast and free!

Oh, when will a bicycle come for me?”
—Youth’s Companion.

ROMANCE IN A TRIAL.

McKinley Lost HU First Case la Court, 
bnt Won a Bride.

President McKinley, as a young at
torney, lost his first case In the Com
mon Pleas eourt of Stark county, as 
shown by the records, but he won a 
bride. He was elected prosecuting at
torney during the trial. This case was 
first beard before Justice Philip Loew, 
of Navarre, Stark county, in 1869. Loew 
is a rock-ribbed Democrat. He is still 
a justice of the peace In the village of 
Navarre, and has held the office in an 
unbroken line all these years.

John Rosetter, a farmer of Bethle
hem township, Stark county, brought 
action against Philip Sheets, his ten
ant, to recover damages of $213.20. The 
farmers had a quarred over some horse 
breaking into a wheat field. The plain
tiff caused an attachment to be Issued 
to satisfy his claim, should he win the 
suit.

Summons was served on SbeetB 
March 18, 1869. He demanded a jury 
trial. This was granted, and April 6 
was fixed as the time to hear the case. 
The parties were not ready, and the 
case did not come to trial until May 8. 
It took three days to hear the evidence 
and the arguments. The Jury finally

U B r b AKFAST

3 4

V9ÎhI ME

When all our cousins visit us / 
We have a lot of fun. :

We have a tnble to ourselves; 
There’s room for every one.

We’ve all the fruit we want to eat. 
And lots of milk to drink;

And ail the grown-up people say 
They have a chance to think.

ishes In Florida fias been a great stlmM» 
lant for malarial and consumption 
cases. The thought occurred to som a. 
one that the peculiarly bright butterfly 
that In Its first stage lives off the fever 
weed might be used Instead of the 
weed Itself. The idea was tested, and 
has proved efficacious In many rases. 
A company has been formetLto mann» 
facture the cure.—Denver special ttt 
Chicago Chronicle. ^

BRYAN’S FARM.

Where the Democratic Leader Finde 
Rest and Recreation.

William Jennings Bryan maintains e  
little farm of thirty acres just outside 
the city limits of Lincoln. He bought 
the first five acres some years ago be* 
cause he liked the look of the places 
He and his wife were driving by what 
Is now his farm, or the nucleus of lt^ 
and they stopped to admire the view* 
with pleasant farms all around. Ante» 
lope creek, with its heavy forest, near 
at hand and neat country homes In 
their setting of shade and fruit trees all 
around. So charmed were Mr. and Mrs. 
Bryan with the situation that they 
bought the five acres for $250 an acre. 
While this price was perhaps pretty
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’SQUIRE LOEW AND HIS COURTHOUSE.

Pretty Parasites.
A singular class of plants is the all 

plant, or parasites, which do not grow 
with their roots In the ground or the 
mud, but attach themselves to trees or 
other plants and feed on stolen sap. 
Fungi and lichens, which you see 
growing on the bark of trees or on old 
wood, are parasites. The mistletoe is 
one of our prettiest parasites.

A Little of Both.
“Uncle Inquired of little Bobby If he 

had been a good little boy.
Bobby—No, I haven’t.
Uncle—Why, I hope you havent been 

very bad.
Bobby—Oh, no; just comfortable.

Seeking Snake Antitoxin
Interesting experiments, having for 

their object the discovery of an anti
toxin for snake bites, are being con
ducted at the Carnegie Laboratory at 
Bellevue Medical College. Prof. Gold- 
horn, who has charge of the experi
ments, has procured a collection of poi
sonous reptiles, consisting of two enor
mous and venomous rattlers, a mocca
sin and a huge king snake 6 feet 4 
inches in length. With these reptiles 
Prof. Goldhorn has been experimenting 
for several weeks. Inoculating rats, 
rabbits and frogs. Prof. Goldhorn 
holds the small animals close to the 
cages, so that when the snake strikes 
its prey the animal is at once with
drawn. The effect of the poison Is then 
carefully watched, and if the animal 
dies it Is Immediately dissected and the 
course of the poison traced through its 
veins. In this manner it is hoped an 
antitoxin may be discovered which will 
make the bite of a snake absolutely 
harmless.—New York Cor. Baltimore 
Sun.

gave judgment for the defendant. 
Sheets, amounting to $136.85. McKin
ley's client was not satisfied with the 

, Issue of the case and took an appeal.
1 During the trial of the case McKin
ley had become engaged to marry Ida 
Saxton, the belle of the town of Can
ton, and, while the case was pendinng 
between Rostetter and Sheets, McKin
ley was getting ready for the wedding 
tour. He was married in January, 1871. 
His interest in this important event of 
his life Is shown in a letter written a 

I short time before his marriage to Judge 
Ambler, of Salem, Ohio, then congress
man from the district. The young 
Canton attorney sent a letter of in
quiry to Congressman Ambler at Wash
ington and informing Mr. Ambler of his 
approaching marriage.

The visit of William McKinley and 
his bride to the national capital was an 
eventful occurrence in the young bride
groom’s life. Another important event 
in the life of McKinley that caused him 
to delay the case of Rostetter and 
Sheets was his canvass for prosecuting 
attorney of Stark county. He was 
nominated, partly as a joke, for the 
county had been strongly Democratic. 
The opposing candidate was William 
A. Lynch. McKinley won.

Here is another strange thing clus
tering about this period of McKinley’s 
experience. The opposing counsel In 
the Rostetter-Sheets case was also this 
same William A. Lynch. McKinley 
won the election, and his bride; Lynch 
won the law case. Two years later 
McKinley and Lynch were again op-

stiff, Col. Bryan explains how he got 
his money’s worth.

“The scenery is worth $100 an acre,”' 
he says, “the climate another $100, anct 
the soil $50.”

Since that time Mr. Bryan has added! 
to his farm in five and ten acre tractai 
until now he has thirty acres.

Mr. Bryan’s farm is not even separ
ated from the adjoining ground by a  
wire fence. At present the farmhouse 
is occupied by his tenaut. It is a one- 
story and one-half frame structure in 
the style so commonly seen on the 
Western prairie. One room Mr. Bryan 
has reserved, and in It he keeps the 
effects which he has collected as Col
onel of the Nebraska regiment. Some 
fifty feet to the rear Is the inevitable 
windmill with the drinking cup made 
of a tin can. North and west of the 
house is the garden which Mr. Bryan 
planted and has cultivated, and thç 
chicken-house is at the rear of the 
farmhouse.

Col. Bryan is a true Nebraskan. AM 
though he has visited every part of the 
country In his campaigning tours and 
has had a chance given to few men o4 
comparing the relative beauties of lake,' 
river, mountain and prairie country; 
from ocean to ocean, he declares that 
no section of the country satisfies hlnij 
as Nebraska does. He likes to get out 
on his farm and take things easy,watcbl 
the chickens, ramble around In tboj 
fields and drink from the old tin cup. 
Of course, Col. Bryan does not “work”' 
the farm himself. Small as It Is, It

“Shabby O.d Coat.”
West Point was, for the last ten 

years of his life, the summer home of 
Gen. Scott, whom Mrs. Sherwood, In 
her “Reminiscences,” pleasantly gos
sip«:

The hero of the Mexican war always, 
on the Fourth of July, wore his old 
military coat, the one In which he rode 
Into the Mexican capital “on top of a 
picnic,” as he used to say. “Very shab
by old coat, madam, very shabby old 
coat!” the gratified old man would ex
claim, as he felt a lady's band laid 
gently on his arm. as she asked to 
touch the sacred cloth. He wore the 
coat on many historic days, and was 
pleased to shoulder bis cane and fight 
his battles over again.

Once, while telling the story of Ar
nold's treason, and pointing out from 
the hotel plnzza the spots associated 
with the traitor, he said, referring to 
Mrs. Arnold's devotion to her husband, 
“She clung like Ivy to a worthless 
thing.”

With a Proviso,
“Look here, old fellow, just Introduce 

me to your pretty cousin.”
“All right, I’ll do so; but mark, H 

ever you marry her, don’t lay the 
blame on me.”

m

FARM OWNED BY W. J. BRYAN.

posing candidates for prosecuting at
torney. This was Lynch’s turn, and he 
defeated McKinley. The presiding 
judge in the case, the parties to the 
suit, and most of the jurors are dead. 
The little house used as a court by Jus
tice Loew still stands near bis grocery 
stores and serves as a small store room.

Butterfly Consumption Cure.
Frederick R. Knight, of Venice, 

Fla., is here to carry on experiments in 
an alleged consumption cure. The 
basis for the cure Is the bodies of dead 
butterflies pulverized to a powder. 
Knight says that It has long been 
known that the fever weed which flour-

would take too much of the time of a. 
man as busy as Bryan Is. A caretaker 
lives In the little farmhouse during tho 
greater part of the year and attends to 
the crops and the thousand and one 
duties of the farm. The garden and 
the chicken yard are what Col. Bryan 
attends to personally. The rest of the 
work—the fields of oats and corn, the 
orchard and all the wide sweep of acree 
—is attended to by the employe. It la 
but a short drive from Col. Bryan’a 
home in Lincoln to the farm, and, 
therefore, he seldom, if ever, remains 
at the farmhouse over nlghL

Fishing stories are w hite  Ilea.


