
T IM E L Y  TOPICS

I t  will devoir« upon Congressman 
Cushman now to endeavor to  live up to

The new comet Is in Pegasus. Of 
coarse everybody knows where Pega
sus Is.

excuse a  homicide unless It la com
mitted as the last necessity of a man 

defending his own life. A person 
assailed must retreat from his assail
ant and avoid collision as long as pos
sible. When he can retreat no farther 
he may strike back. But he must use 
no greater violence than Is necessary 

protect his life or to avert dangerous 
Injury. If a man is assailed a t night 
by a thug, or. a t any time by a known 
enemy, he may shoot his assailant even 

he is not actually In extreme Jeopar- 
; If he kills the man by whom he is 

attacked he will be excused on the
After a girl who married for money 

becomes a widow she is very likely to 
be married for her money.

A great railroad enterprise Is getting 
under way in Australia. The surveys 

. . .  . . .  have been made for a railroad from
ground that he believed bis life was poft A t ln the state  of south 

danger. The facts ln evidence and

The aut-not-tomobilist Is getting to 
be about as deadly a character as Plzen 
Pete of Quick Gulch, Arizona.

An egotist Is a man who insists on 
telling you the things about himself 
that you want to tell him about your
self.

In other words, if they don’t  stop 
these railroad mergers the people will 
wait and do the final merging act them
selves.

Any old rhyme may be made popular 
by a good tune, and almost any stick of 
a  man may be made important by 
clever wife.

It would be difficult to convince a 
Kentucky statesman that the water 
cure is not the most diabolical torture 
ever inflicted.

One of the church papers refers to 
Talmage as “the minister who reached 
the people.” Why is it that more of 
them do not reach the people?

Nicola Tesla has discovered how to 
extract power from the atmosphere to 
propel air ships. As soon as he can get 
around to it be will extract some.

In Germany they are now making su
gar from beets and gasoline from pota
toes. They have not as yet been able, 
however, to get blood out of a turnip,

Carnegie says that the man who suc
ceeds is the man who tries to do a little 
more than Is expected of him. If this 
is  true, no true office boy will ever get 
ahead the length of his nose.

And now comes John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr., and tells us that “riches is no bar 
to heaven.” Probably not. In them 
selves, but it is the thing a man does 
In trying to get riches that lessens bis 
chances for heaven.

Cecil Rhodes left ten millions to edu
cate American boys in the great En
glish colleges and universities, and it 
Is said that Carnegie will leave several 
times that much for the purpose of 
educating English boys in the great 
colleges of America. Another tie in 
the Anglo-Saxon friendship.

The London Lancet, which has for 
many years been engaged in the noble 
work of protecting humanity from the 
dangers that keep continually spring 
lng up, comes forward with a timely 
warning against too much bathing. The 
Lancet says: “Too much bathing
harmful, as it tends to maceration of 
the superficial part of the epidermis 
Which is too frequently removed and 
occasions probably too rapid a proliféra 
tlon of the cells of the malpighian 
layer.” Let people who are in the habit 
of giving themselves up to the pleas 
ures of the bath pause and consider. 
I t  is doubtless a serious thing to bring 
on a maceration of the superficial 
parts of the epidermis, and we are free 
to confess that we should shrink 
dread from one who carelessly went 
about with a proliferation of the cells 
Of the malpighian layer. It is fortunate 
that the Lancet has pointed out 
danger in time to head off an epidemic 
of the trouble mentioned, and we have 
no doubt that the warning will, in most 
quarters, be gladly heeded.

across a continent.

LINE OF RAIL8 TO 
TRALIA.

SPAN AU8«

Continuons Road to Be Bnilt Across 
the South Part of the Country. Con
necting All the More Important 
Centers of Population.

L O N D O N ’ S  F I N E S T  B U S I N E S S  B U I L D I N G .

the entire situation as It appears to the 
Jury will determine their verdict It la 
seldom that the condition under which 

drunken brute beats his wife places 
her life In danger or that she thinks 
she Is in danger of mortal harm. It 

seldom that there is a degree of pas
sion in a brutal husband by which he 

inspired with ty murderous Intent. 
Sometimes, perhaps often, the husband 
may not have commenced the quarrel.

desperate quarrel between a hus
band and his wife is generally compli
cated by the fact that they ha^’e chil
dren — sometimes very young and 
sometimes of older growth. The effect 
on the children of extreme measures 
adopted under a sudden passionate im
pulse or with deliberation is always to 
be considered. Conséquentes may oc
cur worse than the acts of violence 
through which the wife and mother 
suffers. Domestic happiness is not pro
moted when a  wife causes her hus
band's arrest for acts of brutality. The 
man may be fined and imprisoned. If 
there are children the family may be 
scattered to become objects of char
ity or to acquire a criminal education. 
The wife’s longer forbearance may be 

continued martyrdom. But there 
are some things worse than a martyr’s 
life. What shall an abused wife do 
when assaulted by a brutal husband in 

passion is the most serious question 
that can be proposed. At any rate, 
the proper answer is not “Shoot him.” 
The world is growing better ln this 
respect. As compared with the not 
very distant past there are but few 
cases of domestic violence. A few 
more years of human Improvement will 
bring peaceful homes to those corners 
or troubled spaces in life where they 
are needed most.

TOMB OF DANIEL.

Jealously Guarded by Followers of the 
Prophet of Islam.

In the wastes of Western Persia. In 
the Province of Laristan, there stands 

Mahomedan mosque, easily distin
guishable at a distance by Its faceted 
spire (for It does not boast of the usual 
round cupola). This mosque Is jealous
ly guarded by its priests, and no Euro
pean is ever allowed access to the 
sacred spot. It is of profound Interest

TH E  TOMB O F D A N IE L .

to Biblical and other students, for here 
tradition locates the tomb of the 
prophet Daniel. Hard by Is the fort of 
Susa, built by the brilliant French 
archaeologist, M. Jacques de Morgan, 
and his colelagues, on the site of what 
was no doubt once the acropolis of the 
ancient and famous city of Susa. This 
hill, of course, commands the best 
view of the exterior of the mosque. Yet 
even to M. de Morgan, who is on excel
lent terms with the reverend janitors, 
admittance is denied, so rigid is the 
rule.

Australia, clear 'across the southern 
edge of the continent to the mining 
town of Coolgardie, in western Aus
tralia. As Coolgardie is already joined 
by rail to Perth, on the west coast, the 
transcontinental road will be complet
ed when it reaches that point 

The road will run quite near the sea, 
where a telegraph has for years con
nected the eastern and western coasts 
of the continent. Nine-tenths of the 
mileage will be through one of the most 
barren deserts in the world, but the 
building of railroads through desert 
lands no longer offers difficult problems 
to engineers. The i problems have been 
solved, and no one doubts that the 
stretching of a railroad across this 
part of Australia will be successfully 
carried out.

The engineers say that the limestone 
plateau to the north of the Great Aus
tralian Bight, along whose shores the 
track will be laid, is the only part of 
the continent where there are no na
tive tribes. A considerable number of 
natives, however, live in the western 
part of the region to be traversed.

Until the engineers recently went 
over this desolate country the region 
had been crossed only by Eyre, who, 
while vainly hunting for new pasture 
lands, made the journey in 1840-41 that 
cost him so much suffering and the 
loss of his white comrades.

This railroad will complete the con
nection by rail of all the important cen 
ters of population in Australia, except
ing some isolated settlements on the 
north and northeast coasts. Heretofore 
it has always been necessary to travel 
by sea between Perth, Fremantle and 
Albany, the most important towns ln 
the state of western Australia, and the 
well-developed region of Victoria and 
New South Wales.

But with the building of this railroad 
the Journey may be made from the 
southwest corner of Australia through 
all the southern states of the common
wealth, and north along the east coast 
as far as Rockhampton, on the middle 
coast of Queensland. Thus nearly all 
the great mining regions and agricultu 
ral districts will be connected by rail, 
either by the line along the coast or by 
branches from It already ln operation 
in Eastern Australia, which penetrate 
Into the mining and wool-producing 
districts of the Interior.

Eyre was saved from death when he 
crossed the continent by the discovery 
that he could obtain water by digging. 
It will be remembered with what in
finite difficulty the famous overland 
telegraph line from South to North 
Australia was carried across the water
less Interior to meet the submarine 
cable on the north coast.

But a great deal has been learned 
about practical methods for carrying 
on enterprises ln the deserts since the 
overland telegraph was stretched 
across the sandy wastes of Australia, 
and there is no reason to doubt that 
the desert railroad now to be built will 
be completed without very great diffi- 
cutl.—New York Bun.

INCREASE OF TRAMPS.

Just now London Is pointing with pride to what the Britisher regarda as the 
most gorgeous business palace iu the world. “Lloyd’a Register,” a" the new 
building is known, is located at 71 Fenchurch street. It has just been com
pleted at a cost of half a million dollars. The new building is not large, hence 
its comparatively small cost. It is constructed of the finest Portland stone and 
is a thing of great architectural beauty from the outside. Valuable marbles. In
laid woods, mother of pearl, and even jewels, have been ntiliaed in the decoration 
of the interior.

Ehren the clerks’ office Is more suggestive of a palace than a business house, 
for it Is» lined with marble, and the electric light fittings are of beaten copper. 
Valuable old Persian carpets cover the floors.

The story of how the new luxurious building came into existence Is rather 
Interesting. For classifying ships Lloyd’s Register charges certain fees. The 
income more than covered the expenses, and a large reserve fund accumulated. 
For the disposal of this sum, outside the defraying of expenses, there was ap
parently no provision, so finally it was decided to expend it upon a building that 
should do credit to London and take a high place among the commercial palaces 
of the world. . . .

There are scores of more costly buildings In New York or Chicago, but it Is 
possible that in elegance of appointment Lloyd’s Register surpasses anything la 
this country.

a severe blow, and for a time Palmer 
determined to abandon all business en
terprises. But bis old spirit speedily 
returned. Then he had to combat the 
people who sought to remove the busi
ness center from Its old locality to an
other part of the city, and these specu
lative spirits he downed. He set an 
army of workmen upon the ruins of the 
old buildings, and soon there arose new 
structures, grander and more perfect 
than those which had been destroyed. 
The Palmer House was built at a cost 
of $2,000,000, and ln Its new form was 
the finest and most substantial hotel ln 
the country at that time. His real es
tate Investments all proved profitable

The managers of the steam railroads 
have ■ claimed all along that they are 
not especially concerned over the fact 
that interurban railroads are rapidly 
developing throughout the country and 
they are still exploiting this same 
opinion. The position they take is that 
the Interurban lines will not ultimately 
Injure the steam roads, but will rather 
act as feeders and will stimulate a 
greater travel. It is pointed out in an 
exhaustive »article in the New York 
Commercial on the development of elec
tric railway traffic, that “the main rail
road systems of the country as a rule 
run along the stralghtest line between 
markets, instead of deviating here and 
there to take ln neighboring towns; 
they have tapped with branch lines 
the territory contiguous to their right 
of way. These branch lines are rarely 
profitable; but an electric road can tra
verse a territory which a steam line 
would find unprofitable and take up 
freight in small quantities and carry 
It short distances at a profit It Is 
therefore argued that the field for the 
future development of electric rail
ways as freight carriers lies largely 
In their evolution as feeders to exist
ing steam railroads.” Another point 
dwelt upon Is the “trolley habit.” “Peo
ple begin taking short trips on the 
electric line, and the taste for car 
travel is fostered to the ultimate ben
efit of the steam roads. Thus electric 
lines are constantly working up freight 
and passenger business for the steam 
railroad systems.”

In the recent case- of an abused wife 
and a brutal husband ln bis court 
Judge Tuthill of Chicago expressed an 
opinion to the effect that It was the 
right if not the duty of a  woman to 
ahoot her husband if be was beating 
her. The Jaw doe« not authorize nor

D E R A T I O N  O F  L I F E .
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Birthplace of Pestilence.
The marshy ground of the Ganges 

delta, with its vast masses of vege
tation decaying under a tropical sun, 
is the native home of cholera. In that 
pestilential region cholera and plague 
are found every year and all the year 
round. Every cholera epidemic which 
has desolated Europe, every visitation 
of the plague. Is believed to have 
started from tbe mouth of the Ganges.

Morphine iu a Porto Rico Town.
Morphine is used extensively In tbe 

town of Juana Diaz, Porto Rico. It iz 
estimated by tbe insular board of 
health that out of tbe 2,500 inhabitants 
1,000 are victims of this terrible habit

THE LATE POTTER PALMER.

Pioneer Merchant and One of the 
Builders of Chicago 

Potter Palmer, one of the men who 
made Chicago the metropolis of the 
West, and for years a conspicuous tig 
ure in its financial and social circles, 
died at his fine residence on the elegant 
Lake Shore Drive in that city recently. 
L'or some weeks he had suffered from 
a stomach ailment, out ot which grew 
a nervous disorder aud ultimately heart 
failure, the latter beiug the immediate 
cause of death.

Potter Palmer was born In Potter’s 
Hollow, Albany County, N. Y., in 1820, 
of Quaker farmer parentage. At 18 he 
became clerk in a country store In 
Greene, N. Y. Soon thereafter he start 
ed a store of his own ln Oneida and 
later at Lockport. While visiting Chi 
cago In 1851, when that city had 40,000 
inhabitants, he saw In it a place of 
promise. He sold bis Lockport stock 
and with $0,000 capital opened a store 
ln Chicago. He introduced novel Ideas 
ln the dry goods trade, such as the ex
change of unsuitable goods, personal 
talks with his customers, etc., and tbe 
result was Instant success for the new 
merchant. His first year’s sales amount 
ed to $73,000. Then came the Civil 
War, and Palmer foreseeing what 
shortage there would be in cotton, and 
What a consequent rise in its value, as 
well as ln that of woolen goods, spent 
every dollar he had on those products 
and filled several warehouses. In less 
than four years he had made over 
$2.500,000. Marshall Field and Levi 
Leiter became his partners during this 
time and laid tbe foundations of tlielr 
great walth. When the war was pro
gressing Palmer loaned large sums, as 
high as $750,000 at one time, to the gov
ernment,

In 1867 Palmer retired from the dry 
goods trade and took up real estate 
transactions. He determined to make 
State street, then a little more than a 
wide alley, the principal thoroughfare 
of Chicago. Within six months he had 
bought three-quarters of a mile of 
frontage on that street. He succeeded

PO TTER  PA LM ER.

and he accumulated a fortune of $25,- 
000,000. His pride in Chicago was mani
fested by his activities in its behalf. He 
was largely Instrumental in bringing 
the World’s Fair to that city an l̂ con
tributed $200,000 to the Woman’s 
Building, doubtless because his wife 
had been made president of tbe Board 
of Lady Managers.

Mrs. Palmer was Miss Bertha Hon
ore, daughter of Henry H. Honore, of 
Chicago, one of two sisters whose beau
ty and,talent made them famous. A 
woman of superior intellectuality, ver
satile talents and generous culture, 
filled with ambition and energy, she 
was tbe constant counselor of her bus- 
band, and her encouragement from the 
time of their marriage in 1870 spurred 
him on to new endeavors. It was she 
who urged him to rebuild after the fire, 
and, perhaps, but for her, Chicago 
would have lost the enthusiasm and 
generous expenditures of money on his 
part which did so much for its resur
rection after tbe disaster of 1871.

him in the criminal court, charged 
with the larceny of a bicycle. There 
was not the slightest doubt as to the 
guilt of tbe prisoner, and his attorney, 
explaining privately to the district at
torney that the boy had previously 
borne an excellent character, persuad
ed  that official to consent to a plea of 
petit larceny, the penalty for which of- j 
fense Is confinement In the Jail for 
from a day to six months, the penalty 
for grand larceny, for which the de
fendant was Indicted, being not less 
than one nor more than three yenrs in 
the penitentiary.

The young man thereupon withdrew 
his plea of not guilty of grand larceny 
and pleaded guilty of petit larceny. 
But, to the astonishment of every one 
and to utter disgust of his counsel, he 
asserted that he never stole the wheel 
when the venerable chief Justice asked 
him what he had to say why he should 
not be sent to jail for a short time.

“Well, young man,” kindly remarked 
the court, “if you did not steal the bi
cycle I cannot allow you to plead 
guilty, even of petit lgrceny. We do 
not wish to punish an Innocent person, 
Mr. Clerk, withdraw the plea of guilty 
of petit larceny, and now, gentlemen,” 
said the chief justice, addressing the 
astonished district attorney and dis
gusted counsel for the defense, “let the 
trial proceed on the Indictment.”

The trial proceeded, and the Jury, 
after an absence of two or three min
imes, promptly returned a verdict of 
guilty of grand larteny, just as the 
counsel for the government and the 
defendant knew they would. There
upon the court Imposed a sentence of 
imprisonment at hard labor in the pen
itentiary, Instead of one of a qponth or 
so In jail, which he would have imposed 
had the youthful culprit followed his 
counsel’s advice, remarking that 
truthfulness, even In a thief, is at times 
good policy.—Washington Star.

New Nearly Maty Thoneaad Weary 
Willies in the Country.

Prof. John J. McCook estimates that 
there are now 56,806 tramps In the 
United States, a gain since 1870 of 
235.4 per cent—three and foùr-flftha. 
times that of population. He says that 
these men cost the country at least 
$11,000,000 a year, and produce noth
ing. In dealing with the tramp prob
lem, be asserts that we have scarcely 
got beyond an impatient “Move on;”’ 
that onr tramp laws in the several 
States have been so fierce and panicky 
tbat after a year or two they have 
everywhere ceased to be enforced. 
Prof. McCook suggests tbat since re
formatories are effective In 75 out of 
every 100 cases of ordinary felons, 
there Is no reason why they shouKI 
not be tried upon at least the younger 
among our tramp population. He of
fers an authentic report of one such 
Institution, which exhibits the follow
ing results in 206 cases:

Twenty-four have kept straight for 
five years and over.

Twenty-two have kept straight from 
four and a half to five years.

Fifteen have kept straight from four 
to four and a half years.

Twenty-two have kept straight fron»
I three and a half to four years.

Twenty-six have kept straight from 
thtee to three and a half years.

Eighteen have kept straight from 
two and a half to three years.

Twenty-one have kept straight from 
two to two and a half years.

Twenty-six hnve kept straight/ from 
one and a half to two years.

Thirty-two have kept straight from 
one to one and a half yenrs.

“Here are tangible results.” says 
P^of. McCook, “and it Is only neces
sary to multiply 206 by $200, the as
certained annual cost of these people 
for arrest and maintenance, to show 
how* important they are in dollars and 
cents. A number of these men have 
found employment In the place and 
some of them have been t(fece& by me 
with the following result: One estab
lishment has seven for permanent 
places as salesmen, porters, clerks, etc. 
—four of whom were' what I should 
call downright ‘bums’—and six more 
for temporary jobs. ’None have ever 
disappointed me,’ the proprietor says; 
and be always sends there when be 
wants a man. Another establishment 
has found «them part good and part 
bad. A third has had a number, and 
none of them have gone back. On the 
other hand, two other employers have 
tried in all from 18 to 27 of them, aud 
found them thoroughly unsatisfactory. 
This testimony Is, on the whole, cor
roborative of the modest claims of tbe 
Institution — much fallut**, much un
certainty, but definite success sufficient 
to pay for the effort and cost.’’—Out
look.

B I G  S L I C E  O T  A  G R E A T  T R E E
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HONESTY WOULD HAVE PAID.

For Youth Goesthe Lack of I t  
to Jail.

Chief Justice Biugbam of tbe district 
supreme court Is one of tbe kindest 
disposed and most lenient members of 
this or any other court, and it is prob 
able tbat be invariably suffers more 
pain when sentencing a prisoner than 

lu haring It widened. When the great I even the culprit. Whenever possible he 
fire came In 1871 Mr. Palmer bad nine- ! exercises the greatest mercy In dealing 
ty-flve fine buildings In the city, lnelud-1 with the unfortunate offenders. Some 
lng the Palmer House. All were de-1 time ago a young colored man, not yet 
stroyed in that conflagration. This was [ out of bis teens, was arraigned before

Horned Horses.
Professor Woodward; of tbe Natural 

History Museum, of South Kensington, 
London, who has been engaged for 
some time past ln excavating a t Piker- 
mi, near Marathon, has recently com
pleted his work. One of the most val
uable discoveries Is a collection of 
heads of horned horses. They were tin- 
earthed a t Euborea, where the profes
sor carried on some experimental ex
cavations for palaeontological remains. 
In addition to the heads of the horned 
horses, the heads and shin bones of 
rklnocerl and other prehistoric animals 
were discovered. It is curious that out 
of the six place« In tbe world where tbe 
remains of the horned horse have been 
found three are in Greece and a fourth 
ln Samos, In tbe Greek Archipelago.

Moat Costly Coronation.
The Czar of Rusala’s coronation was 

the most costly on record. Over £3,000,- 
000 was spent by the Government 
alone, and fully £1,000,000 more by tbe 
public authorities of varions Russian
towns. ___________________

A woman’s Idea of a good man la*one 
who senda his stepchildren away to
school. __________________

Every girl baa at least one picture 
taken In a dress cat low in tbs neck.

On exhibition at the American Mu
seum of Natural History will soon be 
seen the largest section of a tree ever 
brought from a forest, which is con
sidered the finest specimen of its kind 
in the world.

The fast passing away of the giant 
redwood trees—due to the ax of the 
commercial lumbermen—those majes
tic relics of the forest .primeval aud 
the great ice age, is rapidly going on. 
aud it will only be a question of time 
when all save those standing in the 
government and State reservation 
groves will be destroyed.

This huge block of redwood, now 
skillfully polished, forms a striking 
big tree exhibit, whose like cgunot be 
seen outside of a visit to Southern Cal
ifornia. An Idea of Its gigantic propor
tions Is vividly shown in the Illustra
tion by the 6-foot man standing at the 
base, whose figure reaches only a third 
of its height. The diameter Is more 
than 18 feet and the circumference 1» 
50, and it la surrounded by a fringe 
of cinnamon colored bark a foot deep 
in some places. Tbe specimen will be 
tbe main feature of tbe new wing of 
the Forestry Hall.

Tbe tree began to grow 550 A. D.. 
and was 13 feet in diameter when Co
lumbus reached our shores, and when 
cut down It was 1,340 years old. Some 
of the trees ln tbe same vicinity are 
said to be from 5,000 to 8,000 years 
old. ___________________

Familiar with the Work.
An Irishman out of work applied to 

tbe “boss” of a large repair shop for 
a “job.” After quizzing bim for aome 
time, says tbe Pittsburg Bulletin, tbe 
superintendent put him this question: 

“Do you know anything about car
pentry?”

“Sure, I’d tike to aee the man that 
can bate me at it.”

“Do yon know bow to make a Vene
tian blind?”

“I do that!”
“Tell me, then, how you’d make a 

Venetian blind.”
“Sure, I’d poke me finger ln his eye!”

Wben a pretty girl has good, hard 
sense, it Indicates tbat she has ap un
commonly sensible mother. *-


