
2
FERGUS COUNTY DEMOCRAT

Fergus County Democrat
- cssas

Official Paper of Fergus County

TOM STOUT, Publisher and Prop.

Lewistown, Montana.. .Nov. 23, 1909

Entered at the postoffice at Lewis- 
town, Montana, as second class mat
ter.

SUBSCRIPTION:
One year ......................................$2.50
Six months ............................  1.25
Three m o n th s .............. 75

Notice to Subscribers.
In ordering paper changed to a new 

address, mention old address also, to 
insure prompt delivery. Subscribers 
failing to receive their papers will 
please notify this office.

come. It will be a splendid Thanks- Billings firm but protestations are game of us, by such talk? Isn’t it 
for the thousands who, during) flying thick and fast, particularly in enough that we should get licked by

eastern Montana, against the decision 
to use Indiana stone in preference to 
Columbus, Montana, stone.

All capitol bids made a difference 
of from $40,000 to $50,000 in favor of 
Indiana stone over Columbus stone.

giving
the past year, heeded the call of the 
Treasure State and have found homes 
within her wide-stretched borders.

It is doubtful if any one county in 
all the union has shown such mar
velous progress along material lines 
as has Fergus county during the past) The state board had only so much
year. Of all the favored sections of 
Montana, this has indeed shown her
self the most favored. The immigra
tion of new people to the Inland Em
pire is comparable only to those vast
movements of the Goths, the Huns'They had no option in the matter.

OUR THANKSGIVING.
Having returned to the White 

House and, presumably, recovered, to 
a certain degree, from the inevitable 
results of numerous gastronomic as
saults made upon him during his thir
teen thousand mile swing around the 
circle, President Taft, a few days ago, 
took his pen in hand and proclaimed 
his annual Thanksgiving day proc
lamation. After having long waited 
impatiently for this lead on the part 
of the chief boss, Governor Norris 
last week did a little proclaiming for 
and on behalf of Montana. With 
these formalities 'disposed of, our 
ninety millions or more (exact 
figures one year hence) of Americans 
will proceed to prepare for their grea 
annual, universal spread. All of the 
canons of health will be suspended 
next Thursday while the most en
lightened people on the globe are 
making old Gourmant look like a con
firmed dispeptic.

Of all the festal days set aside for 
observance by the laws and customs 
of our nation, Thanksgiving is prob 
ably the most appropriately observed1 
The real meaning of Independence 
day is lost in an orgy of noise and 
too often, destruction. Christmas is 
looked upon by a tremendous popula
tion as a valid excuse for an infre
quent carouse, to only the most 
thoughtful does Washington’s birth
day contain any especial significence.

But merriment is the real spirit of 
Thanksgiving and into this spirit al
most our entire populace enter. Many 
there are who fail of that reverence 
which gives to an all-wise Creator a 
proper share in the thoughts of the 
day. But by celebrating the harvest
ing of big crops, the absence of any 
material misfortune or the enjoyment 
of robust health and at least ordi
nary happiness during the year, all 
unconsciously, at least, yield tribute 
to Him under whose dominion are all 
affairs.

There has never been a year since 
that first Puritanical Thanksgiving 
nearly three centuries ago which has 
failed to show ample reasons for 
thankfulness on the part of the 
American people. There have been 
years of war, years of drouth, years 
of flood and years of panic but each 
misfortune proved a stepping stone 
by which we have ascended to an 
ever higher plane of national solidar
ity, civic achievement and material 
prosperity.

Thanksgiving is a good time to 
take stock of our national, state, 
county and municipal assets and lia
bilities. It is the time to strike a 
balance and see in what particular 
line otf endeavor we have made a profit 
and where the losses have fallen.

Materially, the year now coming to 
a close has been better than the aver
age. All records in the growth of 
crops have been broken. Our farms 
have yielded wonderfully and the 
farmers 'have realized fair prices for 
their products. Our banks are fairly 
overflowing with money and the 
farmers have put most of it there. 
Factories have been running up to 
their capacity and every line of in
dustry has felt the quickening im
pulse of prosperous times.

No state in the union has shown a 
greater degree of development during 
the twelve months than has Montana. 
After maintaining a more or less 
stationery position for forty years, 
the Treasure State has begun to come 
into her own. Attracted by the un
equalled possibilities here, thousands 
of people from other and more 
crowded states have trekked to this 
veritable land of promise and each 
and every one of them has found 
perfect fulfillment of their highest 
(hopes. Opportunity looms large in 
Montana. Millions of acres of virgin 
soil await the coming of the husband
man. The valleys, the plains and the 
mountains of this state hold 
glorious destiny for millions yet to

and the Cimri of medieval days. Tre
mendous transactions in land, mar
velous yields of grain and a mad rush 
for what remains of government lands 
in this county have combined to make 
the year a notable one in Fergus 
county. And because we are yet 
only in the infancy of our material 
development, this Thanksgiving will 
be a celebration not only of a good 
year have gone but of the many 
many better years to come.

Let ns then gather ’round the festal 
board next Thursday, not in the 
spirit of boastfulness, not in the 
spirit of selfishness, but in the spirit 
of heartfelt thankfulness that, through 
the gracious gifts of an all-wise, an 
all-loving Creator, our lots have been 
cast in pleasant places, our pathways 
smoothed of the ignorance, tyranny, 
oppression and unending poverty 
which is the hopeless hindrance of 
so many of our race.

the little Japs at our own specialty 
in the way of athletics; that boys 
who have played baseball since they 
were six years old should go over 
to Tokio and get licked out of their 
boots by amateurs who have just 
taken up our own game is surely 
quite enough to bear without having 
it rubbed in by telling us that the 
licking will increase our friendship 
for the licker. Why Count Okuma 
must have known that the average 
American citizen would much rather 
have the Japanese take the Philippines 
away from us than have them annex 
the baseball championship. Next we 
will have them beating us at poker,

Unquestionably, the people of this1 an<1 PerhaPs ®olf- Then there wil1 be
ar for certain.
But there is one consolation

money appropriated for the improve
ments. In order to get a contract 
within the requirements, both as to 
space and finances, it was found neces
sary to choose the cheaper stone

I was a clear case oif Hobson’s choice 
with Governor Norris, Attorney Gen
eral Galen and Secretary of State 
Yoder

left.
state would rather have the Columbus
stone used in preference to any im- . . .
portd material. This wish is prompt- PcrhaPs they can be entlced over to 
ed not alone by local pride but also

THE COAL MINER.
St. I.ouis Republic: The calling of 

the coal miner is neither common 
labor, a trade, nor a profession, but 
partakes of the nature of all three; 
demanding the rugged strength of the 
first, the long apprenticeship of the 
second and the command of general 
principles of the third. The miner 
needs to understand—not theoretically 
but practically—the use of explosives, 
the action of air when forced to thread 
miles of workings and return on its 
path many times. He must have like 
understanding of the strength of 
various rock formations and the be
havior of strata- left unsupported un
der the weight of mountains. So, 
also, he must know the rough rela
tion of various levels in a complex 
problem of transportation, the topog
raphy of an underworld unlighted and 
without guide post, sign or landmark 
distinguishable to the untrained eye. 
Finally he must realize the possibili
ties in the effective use of physical 
strength under circumstances of the 
greatest disadvantage, the insidious 
habits of deadly gases—and an in
calculable number of things beside.

Treading familiarly the “path which 
the vulture's eye hath not seen,” the 
coal miner is as little understood by 
the inhabitants of the surface of the 
earth as is the world he inhabits. He 
is a man apart from his fellows. He 
is the proprietor of definite opinions 
and strong prejudices, like most men 
forced to learn much from first-hand 
contact with nature. He is neater in 
his bodily habits than the worker at 
any other occupation in the industrial 
world. He is brave, not only with 
physical courage, but also the moral 
fiber that enables its possessor to 
live in the face of danger unseen; and 
he is warm-hearted, as all brave men 
are. Out of tre ground he is at 
disadvantage, like an owl in the day
time. He is improvident, strong in 
his personal antipathies and inclined 
to certain crude vices.

The coal miner lives under the 
shadow of the great twin tragedies of 
sudden death and grinding poverty. 
He is usually the son of a miner, and 
can often trace his lineage back across 
three or four generations of workers 
underground. As a child he remem
bers the shrill cries of suddenly 
widowed women and the speechless 
grief of infirm old men whose sons 
were brought out of the pit mouth 
crushed and bleeding. He is often 
unacquainted with books, having 
been forced to begin life for himself 
at an age when other boys were play
ing with rocking horses. One of the 
most capable mining men of the fuel 
district of Colorado, with many en
gineers and thousands of miners un
der him, began his career at the age 
of 9 by opening and shutting a venti
lating door in a mine near Johnstown, 
Pa.

Unhonored and unsung, the coal 
miner’s labor and peril are among the 
things fundamental to the portentous 
thing we call modern civilization, 
with its sooty palaces and roaring 
workshops, seen through drifting 
clouds of smoke; and it is well that 
his needs and his dangers should not 
be forgotten by those whose winter 
is turned to summer by the product 
of his labor.

by the fact that Montana stone is 
generally considered the best for the 
purpose. Moreover, the main building 
having already been constructed of 
Columbus stone, the dictates of archi
tectural uniformity would indicate that 
the wings to the building be con
structed of the same kind of rock.

Withal, it does appear that there is 
a tendency in certain directions to 
make a Mount McKinley out of a mole 
hill. The people o;f Columbus and 
more partiularly, the owners of the 
big stone quarries down there, have 
a right to kick. The contract for the 
Columbus stone would mean money 
to them. The people of Billings who 
next to the people of Columbus, are 
making the biggest demonstration, 
may be actuated by purely altruistic! is talking about, 
motives and

this country to play some American 
university a game of football accord
ing to the reformed rule. Then in
deed we may hope for a suitable 
revenge for the Japs are small men, 
and we can reasonably hope that the 
slaughter at Port Arthur, when the 
Japs charged and took 600 meter hill, 
will be as nothing to the slaughter of 
Japs .that will ensue. Fractured 
spines, broken arms and legs, and 
dislocated clavicles will be scattered 
over the field of honor in profusion. 
After that we may talk about cement
ing the bonds of national friendship 
and the bones of the injured, because 
our thirst for revenge will be sated. 
But to talk about friendship after 
putting it all over our baseball cham
pions in three straight defeats, 
Count Okuma doesn’t know what he

lain, may be urged on!
by their sleepless desire to keep their 
town’s name perennially before '.lie 
public.

Columbus has subscribed ten thou
sand dollars toward making up the 
difference between local and Iloosier 
stone. Doubtless, the quarry owners 
chipped in right 'handsomely toward' 
making up this sum. If the Commer
cial Club of Billings contributes in 
proportion to the noise being emitted 
down there, the remaining thirty or: 
forty trousand will have been secured 
very easily.

While this paper believes that the 
state officials took the only possible 
course left open to them, it is also 
believed that an effort should be 
made to amend the contract so as to 
provide for Columbus stone if fho 
people of the state choose to con
tribute, voluntarily, the difference in 
cost. And' we believe that the own- 

of the quarries should manifest 
their appreciation of this spontaneous 
uprising in their behalf to the extent 
of knocking up a few cents per perch 
on the price.
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Empire Barber Shop
T a y lo r & W illia m s , Props.

Everything new and the most 

modern appliances.

Bath Rooms In Connection

Under Empire Bank building, 

corner Main St. and Fourth 

Avenue. *

WOOD HEATERS

To close out our stock of wood heat

ing stoves we are offering any heater 

in our store at just half the regular 

price, freight prepaid. These are 

first-clas (fiir tight heaters, crated anw 

ready for shipment. Cast top and 

front, regular $12.00 values going

at ................................................  $6.00

$8.00 air tights now only.............$4.00

Freight prepaid to any point on 

Montana railroad. If you can’t come 

in mail your order; it will receive 

our best attention.
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LEWISTOWN FURNITURECO
“If You Don’t Buy of Us We Both Lose Money.”

Bell Telephone N o. 212 M utual Telephone N o. 40

ANOTHER CANNON BURST.
Anaconda Standard: A few days 

ago, addressing an Illinois audience, 
Speaker Cannon ranted away at a 
great rate, putting himself on exhi
bition as a garrulous old dolt. He re
ferred to the failure of the newspapers 
in their effort, when the tariff bill was 
up, to get out of the clutches of the 
news-print trust. Herman Ridder of 
New York, Cannon declared, “offered 
me he support of the metropolitan 
papers for the presidency if I would 
do their bidding.”

In his speech Mr. Cannon went on 
with a long story in alleged descrip
tion of his interview with Ridder. In 
turn, and in a printed interview, Rid
der declares that the statement made 
by Speaker is an “absolute lie,” and 
he infers that Cannon must be insane. 
Whatever the speaker’s mental condi
tion is, Mr. Ridder certainly must be 

fool if he ever said what Cannon 
says he said, and Mr. Cannon, in any 
event, is nothing short of an idiot if 
he fancies he can make intelligent 
people believe that the Ridder offer, 
even if it ever was made, should be 
taken seriously.

*How could Ridder, in the course 
of a serious business conference, 
pledge to Cannon the suppost of the 
metropolitan newspapers? The mere 
suggestion of it is utterly pre
posterous; it is as ridiculous as the 
mention of Mr. Cannon for the pres 
idency by himself or by any sane 
man would be. The incident serves 
no better purpose than to make 
clear that the bee has buzzed so long 
in Speaker Cannon’s bonnet that 
has cost him his common sense.

d ' ,
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Colonial Holidays

THAT COLUMBUS STONE.
Considerable ruction has been 

created in different parts of the state 
by the action of the state officials last 
week in letting a contract for the two 
new wings to the state capitol build
ing to a Billings firm under specifica
tions calling for the use of Indiana 
stone. There is not tht slightest ob
jection to giving the work to the

A BOND OF FRIENDSHIP.
Great Falls Tribune: We learn

from dispatches from the Orient that 
the Japanese college students at 
Keio university, after whaling the 
tar out of one of our crack university 
baseball teams with three straight 
victories over the American team in
vited our boys to a feast in celebra
tion of the event. And at that gath
ering the boys from this side of the 
water were addressed in excellent 
English by Count Okuma, a cele
brated Japanese statesman, who com
mented on the influence of the great 
American game in cementing the 
bonds of friendship between the two 
nations. Great Scott! Can it be that 
this oriental diplomat was making

THE open fire
place, the 
crackling logs, 

the roasting chest
nuts, the jingle of 
sleighbells, the 
sn ow -m an tled  
guests!

The festive board 
—the spotless linen 
—the quaint, old 
china, the family 

silver brought from 
jts hiding place! The 
pride in that silver!

And now—your 
family silver ? Is it 
the“CoIonial”made 

in the historic old 
town of Newbury- 
port, Massachu
setts? If so, you 
have equal pride 
in yours.

This splendid 
pattern in Sterl
ing Silver re
flects all the court
ly grace and dig
nity with which 
your great-great- 
grandsire led the 
cotillion or dis
pensed the hospi
talities of the feast.

Are you pre
pared for your 
Holiday carving? 
We propose 
bird set in the I 
“Colonial” for 
your own use, or 
as an acceptable 
gift. Made in a 
complete table 
service.

arm
—  W E  H A V E

oans
One Million Dollars
to loan on farms in T h e  Judith Basin for three or 

five years time at rates and terms which are very  
reasonable. W e  handle only private funds 

and money can he had the same day  
applied for.

If you contemplate borrowing money, call upon or write 
us before making your loan as we can give you 

satisfactory and prompt service.

The Judith Basin Land Securities Co.
O ffices in M asonic Tem ple, : : : : L ew istow n, M ont.

W A N T E D  I M M E D I A T E L Y

HIDES
PELTS

S T R O N G  D E M A N D  
M A K E S  

H IG H  PR IC E S

P R IC E S  A R E  H IG H  
SELL N O W FURS

LEWISTOWN HIDE & EUR COMPANY
A. L. Hawkins, Manager, • 207 Fifth Avenue.

%9*R'?JiT

A HOME FOR THANKSGIVING

every man with a family should have. 
Of all days of the year the season of 
feasting and thanksgiving is the one 
that the longing for one’s own home 
is felt, and the gathering around the 
social board is missed. If you are 
looking for a home or a building site 
let us help you. It will save you 
money and facilitate your securing a 
bargain in real estate.

DRINKARD & DRINKARD

Sutter Bros.
Lewistown, - - Montana

.ASSAYING.
Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead, 

Zinc and other metals.

Correctly Determined.

—AT—

A. L  HAWKINS & GO.
Assay Office

207 5th. Aye. Lewistown, M o n t j

WIW. JENKINS

BARBER
All barbers employed are 
First Class Workmen. Hot 
and Cold Baths in connec
tion........................... ........

Main St. Lewistown, Mont


