
FERGUS COUNTY DEMOCRAT

LOOKS MIGHTY 
BAD FOR COOK

Explorer’s Personal Counsel With, 
draws From Case and Alleged 

Discoverer Disappears.

DANES STILL BELIEVE
First Country to Receive Doctor 

Upon Return to Civllizatio11 Main
tain Confidence.

The fast gathering clouds of doubt 
and suspicion surrounding Doctor 
Frederick A. Cook and Ms alleged 
discovery of the North pole have not 
been dispelled by the developments of 
the past week. On the other hand, 
the noted explorer has steadily lost 
in public confidence until even ills 
own attorney has been compelled to 
withdraw from the case

The associated press last Thursday 
thus told the story:

New Yor, Dec. 9.—Dr. Frederick A. 
Cook’s “personal lawyer,” Henry L. 
Wack, has severed relations with his 
client.

Mr. Wack refused tonight to con
firm or deny his withdrawal, but it 
can be affirmed on competent au
thority t*hat, after a consultation with 
his partners, Mr. Wack wrote to Dr. 
Cook as long ago as November that 
he must beg him to seek legal ad
vice elsewhere.

“I have not the remotest idea,” said 
Mr. Wack tonight, “where Dr. Cook 
is keeping himself or why he persists 
in seclusion when his presence is vital 
to his own interests and his friends.
1 read that he is in Brooklyn, in a 
sanitarium in Maine, in a Philadelphia 
asylum, but personally I incline to 
the belief that he is abroad. One 
thing, however, is certain:

One Thing Sure.
“There is agreement tonigfit for the 

first time among those who have al
ways believed that Dr. Cook discov
ered the North pole, those who have 
never believed, and those who have 
waited to be informed on disinterest
ed authority. Partisans and skeptics 
alike now concede certain cardinal 
facts which admit of no argument, 
namely: Dr. Cook has sent his rec
ords to the University of Copen
hagen for the inspection of a commis
sion.

“Two men, a broker, who said he 
acted as a go-between, and one a 
skilled navigator, have sworn that 
they supplied the doctor with a com
plete set of fabricated observations, 
covering his trip northward, step by 
step, in agreement with his narrative 
as originally published. These sworn 
statements carry within themselves 
their own proof or disproof.

Phases of Observations.
“That is to say, if the papers now 

in the hands of the University of 
Copenhagen contain any considerable 
porton of the boreal observations 
which Capt. August Loose says he 
worked out ‘by the reverse route,’ no 
further north than the Gramatan inn 
in Bronxville, N. Y., the deduction is 
the adequacy of his own proofs.

“If, on the contrary, the records 
show that Dr. Cook made no evident 
use of the calculations Captain Loose 
says he supplied, it will be fair to as
sume that he accepted them only as 
Checks on his own data. The inquiry 
will then revert to its first status: 
Are the original observations of Dr. 
Cook sufficient?”

Asked flatly whether he had or 
had not withdrawn from Dr. Cook’s 
affairs, Mr. Wack said:

Wack Reticent.
“This is not the time for an an

nouncement. It might be thought I 
had deserted Dr. Cook in his need. 
He may be delirious in a sanitarium 
or on the ocean, unable to defen'h 
himself.”

A close friend of Mr. Wack reiter
ated, however, that Mr. Wack had 
long ago decided to close dealings 
with a client who did not keep his 
counsel informed of his intentions or 
movements. To this phase of the sit
uation Mr. Wack made this contribu
tion :

“Dr. Cook has disappeared of his 
own volition and not by the suasion 
of his friends. I last heard from him 
on telephone Tuesday, Nov. 23. I 
had seen him personally two days be
fore.

Ignorant of Cook’s Whereabouts.
“Last night Dr. Cook's friend, 

Charles Wake, confided to me that 
he had not the faintest idea where 
file doctor now is and that lie had not 
heard from him since Tuesday, Nov. 
23.

“My current letters to the doctor 
have remained unanswered, although 
they demanded a reply from a man 
solicitous for his own affairs.”

Mr. Wack received a letter from 
Mrs. Cook Dec. 6, dated Dec. 4 and 
posted Dec. 5 in Brooklyn, asking him 
to discontinue all expenses on .he 
doctor’s account and forward certain 
papers which Mr Wack understood to 
be affidavits bearing on the doctor’s 
disputed ascent of Mt. McKinley. 
These affidavits, the doctor had origi
nally intended to take with him to 
Europe, where they could be avail
able for the University of Copen
hagen, if desired.

Occupied Adjoining Rooms.
Others of Dr. Cook’s friends said 

tonight that Captain Loose consulted 
freely with him and even occupied 
rooms adjoining at the Gramatin inn. 
Whether this propinquity served as 
an opportunity for co-operation 
merely or for collusion is a point on 
which not even Captain Loose cared 
to pronounce positively.

The captain, however, went freely 
into his own motives this afternoon:

“I went to Dr. Cook,” he said, 
“thinking I could help him. A short 
talk convinced me he was ignorant 
of some of the essentials of naviga
tion. My task enlarged, but that was 
no question for me to debate so long 
as I was paid. Now, as the payments 
have ceased and the doctor has dis
appeared, T speak out.

“I supplied the figures. They were 
gratefully received. What use was 
made of them is bound to appear.”

RECORDS HAVE ARRIVED.

Adventurer’s Papers Have Been Re
ceived at Danish University.

Copenhagen, Dec. 8.—The North 
pole observations of Dr. Frederick A. 
Cook reached here today on board 
the steamer United States. Extraor
dinary precautions .were taken to 
make sure that the long heralded data 
were delivered safely to the university.

As soon as the United States was 
tied up at her pier, an iron box con
taining Dr. Cook’s report and the 
diaries in which his original entries 
were made was brought ashore.

The box was closely followed by 
Walter Longsdale, Dr. Cook’s secre
tary, who had guarded the box.

On the pier Lonsdale and two de
tectives bundled the iron box into a 
motor car and were driven hastily to 
thme University of Copenhagen, fol
lowed by a second automobile.

At Pile university the papers were 
formally turned over to the authori
ties and placed in a strong room, 
where -they will remain until the 
committee appointed to examine them 
is ready to begin its labors.

The examination will be made 
probably at Copenhagen observatory. 
None but the duly chosen commis
sion representing the University of 
Copenhagen will be permitted to be 
present. United States Minister Egan 
was to have attended the committee 
meetings, but will not be able to do 
so because of the delay in the arrival 
of the records. Mr. Egan leaves to
morrow for the United States.

The coming of Dr. Cook’s papers is 
accompanied by signs of a revival of 
the Cook-Peary controversy.

The Politken asserts this morning

that the supporters of Commander 
Peary are trying to enlist the services 
of Greenland explorers in organizing 
an anti-Cook press campaign.

STUNNING FIGURES.

Detailed Statement of Condition 
All American Banks Give11 Out

Washington, Dec. 8.—For the first

of

Premier for example—that company 
worked for years perfecting their 
braking system; entering their car in 
every tour of any consequence, and 
sending an expert man along to study 
the brake question, but not until the 
Glidden Tour of 1907 did they solve 
the problem in a manner that merited 
recognition from one of the leading 
American societies of mechanical en- 

f . . - gincers and caused that body to de
tune in the history of American i c]arc that the Premier system was
banking, statements have been ob
tained showing in detail the condi
tion of practically every banking in
stitution in the United. States at a
given 'hour. The comptroller of the j limb. Taking it from any point ot 
currency gets such information j view a great deal depends on the ab- 
periodically from the national banks;' 3olute efficiency of the brakcs- Tlie 
the various state banking

the nearest approach to the ideal 
To stop a car quickly on the road 

or on a crowded thoroughfare or to 
| hold it securely on a dangerous hill, 
often means the saving of a life or

responsibility that rests on the brakes 
commis-|js tiloroUghly recognized by leading 

sinners get it from state banks from j European as well as American build
+ : ......... c ___ u  ..........._ 'iA __  _________  i____

The
Bank o f  F e rg u s  C o u n ty

Letfistotfn, Montana

Has for twenty-two years made a study 
of the banking needs of Fergus County, 
j>"d is in a position to render any service 
required by its customers. It combines 
the working capital of the community 
and applies it where most needed, while 
its strength promotes the stability of all 
the undertakings of its patrons. The 
account of the young business man as 
well as the old is cordially invited.

time to time. Such reports come 
forth at different times and under 
different laws and forms.

The national monetary commission 
has just completed and made pubile 
today the tabulated results of an in
vestigation of the condition of the 
various classes of cornorate-d banks 
throughout the country, the reports 
being made invariably upon a uniform 
blank and at the close of business on 
April 29, 1909, an enormous and ex
ceedingly important mass of informa
tion has thus been brought within the 
report of the financial world and the 
report_ issued today affords material

The instructions reaching the com
mission include 6,893 national banks, 
11,319 state banks, 1,703 mutual and 
stock savings banks, 1,497 private 
banks and 1,079 loan and trust com
panies. The total resources of all 
reach the stupendous total of $21,100,- 
000,000. A cursory analysis of the re
sources and liabilities: shows loans of 
$11,373,000,000; investments in bonds 
etc., $4,614,000,000; from banks, $2,- 
562,000,000; cash on hand (including 
$809,(XX),000 in gold coin and certifi
cates), $1,432,00f),000; other resources 
$1,094,000,000; capital $1,800,000; sur
plus and profits, $1,835,000,000; due to 
banks, $2,484,000,000; deposits (includ
ing government deposits), $14,106,000,- 
000; other liabilities $870,000,000.

Of the deposits $6,956,000,000 are 
subject to check; $4,926,000,000 are 
savings deposits; $1,212,000,000 are on 
time and $625,000,000 consist of de
mand certificates.

Following the special rep rts from 
fhe banks a supplementary inquiry 
was made covering 18,245 institutions 
relating to the character of deposits, 
depositors, interest paid, etc. Total 
deposits in these banks on or about 
June 6 were $13,595,000,000, credited 
to more than 25,000,000 depositors or 
deposit accounts, ranging from $1 up
ward. Nearly 15,000,000 depositors 
had savings or time accounts and 
more than 8,600,000 of these were de
positors in savings banks.

The average rate of interest paid 
on savings accounts is 3.55 per cent 
and on other interest-bearing accounts 
3.10 per cent. More than 40 per cent 
of the banks pay no interest on or
dinary deposits; more than 5,000 
banks pay interest on deposits of $25 
or less and 1,200 on from $25 up to 
$500.

The reports show many geograph
ical comparisons. The total bank re
sources for the entire country aver
age $237.24 per capita. The state of 
New York leads with $676.07 per 
capita; Massachusetts comes second 
with $517.25; Nevada third, $512.72: 
California fourth, $486.70; Rhode 
Island fifth, $457.12.

New York leads in amount invested 
in banking capital with more than 
$263,000,000; Pennsylvania comes sec
ond with $229,000,000; Illinois third. 
$122,000,000; Ohio fourth, $101,000,000.

Colorado, with $250.65, leads the 
western state list. Nebraska has 
$214.92, Montana $207.71, Wyoming 
$270.25, South Dakota $182.75, North 
Dakota $153.32, Kansas $137.50. New 
Mexico $10003, Oklahoma $94.26.

The Pacific group is lead by Ne
vada, with a per capita of $512.73. 
Then follows California with $436.70, 
Washington $296.23, Oregon $225.52, 
Utah $187.76, Idaho, $178.82, Arizona 
$135.29, Alaska $100.07.

Banks other than national have 
more than 55 per cent of the aggre
gate resources of all reporting; more 
than 65 per cent of industrial surplus 
and more than 56 per cent of the ag
gregate loans. Of the surplus and 
profits 55 per cent is credited to this 
class of banks, while they have only 
48 per cent of the capital and 36 
per cent of the cash holding. Th 
number of banks has more than 
doubled since 1900, and the commis
sion’s report included 1,145 more than 
reported to the comptroller of the 
currency in 1908. Resources show 
an increase of 8 per cent over 1908 
and 95 per cent over 1909; loans have 
increased 100 per cent in nine years, 
while investments have increased 92 
per cent. Capital stock has increased 
more than 75 per cent since 1900; in
dividual accounts 93 per cent and 
total deposits 94 per cent. In the 
current year loans have increased 
nearly 90 per cent, investment 
bonds, etc., 3 3-4 per cent and deposits 
more than 9 1-2 per cent.

To me it seems that the best 
kind of motor car insurance, insur
ance for the passenger, insurance for 
the pedestrian, as well as for the car, 
is an efficient braking system.”

Mr. Allen .also has a carload of 
Maxwells coming in, which aside form 
their being beauties are absolutely 
above criticism as to their mechanical 
construction.

Montana Makes Great Showing.
Washington, Dec. 8.—Statistic- on 

the lumber production of Montana 
last year have just been issued by 
the census bureau, which collaborated 
with the forestry service in their col
lection. They show that the state 
lead the other states in the produc
tion of but one class lumber-larch— 
the output of this grade being 106,-
095.000 feet, with a valuaton of $1,- 
280,567. Western pine, however, was 
the leading product of the Montana 
lumber mills, the output being 144,-
587.000 feet, valued at $2,125,429. The 
smallest output was of cottonwood 
lumber, 227,000 feet, valued at $1,834.

There were 199 mills in the state 
last year, an increase of 63 over 1907. 
The total output of the mills was 9.4 
per cent less than that of 1907, 
amounting to 311,533,000 feet, valued 
at $4,170,879. The Montana mills also 
produced 23,268,000 laths, valued at 
$70,704 and 1,355,000 shingles, valued 
at $2,721 The state ranged twenty- 
ninth in lumber production, but lead 
Utah, Colorado, Wyoming, South 
Dakota, Arizona and New Mexico.

Of Douglas fir lumber, 38,825.000 
feet were produced in Montana during 
1908, valued at $507,054; 7,287,000 feet 
of white pine, allied at $77,483; balsam 
fir, 10,000 feet, valued at $130; white 
fir, 6,271,000 feet, valued at $79,015; 
spruce 7,201,000 feet valued at $79.- 
015; cedar 2,030,000 feet, valued at 
$19,082.

Benefit Dance.
There will be a benefit dance for 

Mrs. George Hall at Armory hall, 
Wednesday evening, December 15th.

For Rent—Rear office, main street. 
Apply Hilger Loan & Realty Com
pany. 11-16-tf

Do You Want to 
Sell?

List your ranch with us for quick 
action. We don’t bring people to 
look, we bring them to buy.

GORTEMOLLER & RAE 

Granite Block, Helena, Montana.

ANXIOUS OVER NICARAGUA.

Chris G. Jeffrey
Successors to

GEORGE M. STAFE0RD

BEST STOCK OF HARNESS 
AND SADDLES

and all sorts of leather goods in 
Fergus County.
A full line of bicycles and bicycle 
sundries.

It takes little coaxing to get even the 
most timid child to submit to tooth 
extraction in my office, because I 
have the reputation for positively 
painless work, especially in the care 
of children. I do all kinds of dental 
work in a professional and thorough-

R e s o u rc e s  E x ceed in g  $1,500,000.00

THE PERFECT BRAKE.

Harry Allen Tells of Success of the
Premier Company Experiments.

“Do you know that one of the sur
prising things about the automobile 
business,” said H. M. Allen, the well- 
known automobile dealer, “is the 
great number of motor car buyers 
who really overlook the most im
portant part of a car when investigat
ing the merits of the cars claiming 
their attention They will make the 
deepest study of the motor, system of 
ignition, carburetion, transmission 
etc., but I do not believe there is ten 
per cent of the automobile buyers 
that pay any attention or even make 
inquiry regarding the efficiency of the 
braking system in use on the car in 
which they are interested, probably 
to the point of buying.

Yet, to the factory, brakes are 
source of constant study. Take the

The
has
700

Col.

War Department Hurrying Ships and 
Marines to Protect Americans.

Washington, Dec. 11.—Disquieting 
news was received from Nicaragua at 
the state department today that there 
is danger of an attack by President 
Zelaya's forces being made on Blue- 
fields, where there are now 150 Amer
icans, -resulted in orders being sent 
by wireless to the protected cruiser 
Tacoma to proceed under full steam 
to Bluefields, there to join the Des 
Moines and await further orders.
Prairie, now at Philadelphia, 
been ordered to take on board 
marines under the command of 
Biddell, and steam as soon as possible 
to Colon. The importance of these 
orders are minimized at the state de
partment, where it is said the Tacoma 
has been instructed to look out for 
American interests in Bluefield.

While the destination of the Prairie 
is given as Colon, the fact that she is 
equipped with wireless apparatus 
would make it very easy for her des
tination to be changed at any moment.

The news that Zelaya probably 
would avoid an engagement at Rama 
and making a detour, would strike 
Bluefields, the 'headquarters of the 
revolutionary army and provisional 
government, was received here with 
some apprehension, and almost imme
diately a conference was held in the 
office of the secretary of the navy, at 
which were present Secretary Meyer, 
Assistant Secretary Winthrop, Ad
miral Wainwright, and Assistant Sec
retary of State Wilson. A prompt de
cision was reached to hurry additional 
fighting material to the danger point 
in Bluefields. Thus far there has been 
no intimation that a landing is in 
immediate contemplation.

It is a fair assumption, however, 
that should American lives be put in 
jeopardy, or American business in
terests interfered with, prompt and 
decisive action would be taken.

Naval officials today, while ad
mitting that the marines which are ex
pected to land from the Dixie at Colon 
today, would be hurried across the 
isthmus and put on board the Buffalo 
stated the vessel had received no or
ders to sail to Corinto. However, it 
is given out that the taking aboard of 
725 marines almost certainly means 
an immediate sailing, as otherwise he 
marines would have been kept on 
shore until needed.

Questioned today as to the truth ot 
the several statements made by P tcs 
ident Zelaya in an interview today, 
government officials said the inter
view was full of errors. Two con
spicuous examples w'ere pointed out, 
one was that Zelaya disclaimed that 
the execution of Cannon and Groce 
was by 'his order, of which the state 
department has absolute proof to the 
contrary. Another supposed false 
statement was that Zelaya had sent a 
communication to the United States 
government expressing his willingness 
to allow the United States to name 
a commission to investigate all of the 
matters in connection wifh the recent 
disturbance to which this government 
took exception and he would abide li
the results of their investigations. No 
such communication, it was said, has 
been received.

ly artistic manner and guarantee every 
process to be perfect. Cleaning, fill
ing, plates, crown and bridge work 
for young and old.

Dr. E. A. Long,
DENTIST.

G E O .  R .  C R E E L

An Appetizing Cut

UNDERTAKER
LICENSED
EMBALMER

Calls
night

answered promptly day 
Both phones No. 2.

508 Main Street
..ewistown. Montana

ELKHORN 
Livery Stable

J. E. PINKLEY, Proprietor
The best of turnouts 
in both double and 
single r igs............

YOUR PATRONAGE SOLICITED

Empire Barber Shop
Taylor & Williams, Props.

Everything new and the most 

modern appliances.

Bath Rooms In Connection

Under Empire Bank building, 

corner Main St. and Fourth 

Avenue.

(♦IniUHIM I 1 — L J . ■ ■ , mu—

of well cooked meat is always a boon 
to the hungry. We boast that even 
those who are not hungry can relish 
a slice of our excellent meats. The 
Beef, Veal, Mutton and Pork we 

handle is of the choicest, best-fed, 
best-reared cattle. It is properl> 
slaughtered and dressed, and is in 
sudh prime condition when offered to 
the public that we are enabled to defy 
all competitors on the question of 
quality as well as of price.'

ABEL BROS.

MEATS
In making up your list of requisites 
be sure you do not overlook to drop 
in at this market and see the fine 
meats we carry. Particular people, 
should give us an opportunity to fill 
their orders for meats. All our 
meats are pure, tender and sweet. 
After one trial, you will not think of 
going elsewhere. Our prices speak

Palace Meat Market
Slater Bros., Props.

WM. JENKINS

BARBER
All barbers employed are 
First Class Workmen. Hot 
and Cold Baths in connec
tion......................................

Main St. Lewistown, Mont

.ASSAYING.
Gold, Silver, Copper, Lead, 

Zinc and other metals.

Correctly Determined. 

—AT—

A. L. HAWKINS &  GO.
Assay Office

207 5th. Aye. Lewistown, Mont.

Edward Brassey Bernard E. Stack
Late Register V. S. Land Ottlee

BRASSEY  <S- STACK
LAND ATTORNEY

Real Estate and Commission, Loans 
Negotiated. Inquiries Promptly 

Answered.

SETTLERS LOCATED

Office in Empire Bank Building. 
Lewistown. - • Montana

Money Found.
Found: The sum of $55.80 near the 

court house on or about November 
9th. Owner can have same by call
ing and proving property. John A. 
Coleman, Allen & Robinson building.

Goodridge-Call Lumber Co.
Building material 
kinds at lowest

of all 
prices

Estimates Cheertuiiy Given
Agents for

Rex Flintkote Roofing


