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ASKED ID WATCH 
THE MANEUVERS

Officers of Local Company of Mon

tana National Guard Will See 

War Game in South.

WHOLEWORLD WONDERS

Much Speculation Over Sudden and 
Unprecedented Mobilization of 

Troops in Time of Peace.

At least four Lewistown men will 
have the pleasure of seeing just how 
Uncle Sam will play the war game 
if the time ever comes to do so. Last 
Thursday telegrams were received 
from the state’s adjutant general by 
Captain Croft, First Leutenants Tom 
Pittman and Walter Seaman and Sec
ond Lieutenant Hal Tilzey asking 
them if it will be possible for them 
to go south and watch the war 
maneuvers by twenty thousand regu
lar army soldiers who have been 
mobilized along the Mexican border 
in Texas. It was further stated that 
it is the desire of the national war 
department that as many national 
guard officers a$ possible attend 
these maneuvers.

All four of the local officers have 
signified their intention of accepting 
the invitation and will leave shortly 
for the Rio Grande, where they will 
remain for probably thirty days, on 
full pay, watching the movements of 
thousands of the best trained soldiers 
in the world.

The Meaning of It All.
The sudden activity of the war de

partment of the government during 
the past week has caused world-wide 
wonderment and many guesses have 
been made as to the meaning of it all. 
That the soldiers are being mobilized 
along the Mexican borders and the 
further fact that it is the greatest 
movement of troops ever ordered in 
this country in time of peace, has 
lent color to the belief that it is, in
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some manner, connected with the un
settled state of affairs in Mexico, 
where a revolution has been in prog
ress for several months.

Protect American Interests.
What is deemed a semi-official 

statement was sent out last Friday 
from Charlottsville, Va., through 
which the special train of President 
Taft passed. The statement is as 
follows:

“All doubt as to the purpose of 
the government in sending 20,000 
troops to the Mexican border has at 
last been swept away. The United 
States has determined that the rev
olution in the republic to the south 
must end. The American troops 
have been sent to form a solid mil
itary wall along the Rio Grande to 
stop filibustering and to see that 
there is no further smuggling of 
arms and men across the interna
tional boundary.

“It is believed that with this 
source of contraband supplies cut off 
the insurrectionary movement, which 
has disturbed conditions generally for 
nearly a year without accomplishing 
anything like the formation of a re
sponsible independent government, 
will speedily come to a close.

President Is Satisfied. 
“President Taft appeared satisfied 

with the situation. There is a gen
eral belief that the rapid movement 
of troops into Texas and Southern 
California will so speedily accomplish 
its purpose that the net results in the 
end will constitute a valuable lesson 
on quick mobilization of an effective 
fighting force that will prove a revela
tion to the country at large, to the 
critics of the army in particular, and 
a justification of the diplomatically- 
worded explanations that have been 
given out from official sources in 
Washington.

“There is no longer reason to 
doubt that the sudden move on the 
part of the American government was 
the result of either unofficial repre
sentations of foreign governments 
regarding the situation in Mexico or 
the intimation that several European 
powers were sounding each other as 
to the desirability of making repre
sentations to the United States at an 
early date.

"At any rate, the matter was put 
up to the administration in such a 
way as to call for the quickest sort 
of action. The necessity of this speed 
ot mobilization was seized upon by 
the war department as a heaven-sent 
opportunity to answer critics both in 
and out of congress, and that in
terpretation was put upon the move
ment.

Officials Disconcerted.
“There was little doubt in the 

minds of those officials that the true 
meaning of the ‘maneuvers’ soon 
would be known, but the logical in
terpretation, so quickly put upon the 
movement of the troops, unques
tionably disconcerted the administra
tion officials from President Taft 
down.

“The Washington government un
expectedly found itself confronted by 
the necessity of throwing an army 
along the border line of Mexico to 
stop the source of supply to the. revo
lution^*-’, •‘•'U *o oe in a position to 
invade Mexico at a moment’s notice 
in the event of the death of Presi
dent Diaz or any other untoward cir
cumstances which might precipitate 
general fighting or rioting.

“It was presented at the state de
partment that the United States must 
act and act quickly if the Monroe doc
trine was to be maintained. Foreign 
interests in Mexico naturally look to 
the United States for protection un
der that doctrine.

“The foreign interests in the repub
lic, however, are not to be compared 
with the American capital invested 
there, so, after all, the move to bring 
about more tranquil conditions in 
Mexico has to do principally with 
Americans and American interests.

“Just what part the Diaz govern
ment has played in recent events has 
not yet been disclosed. From time 
to time protests have been made to 
Washington regarding the violation 
of the neutrality laws on the border.

Inability to Stop It.
“It is considered probable that the 

Mexican government may have indi
cated to European powers its in
ability to put an end to the disorders 
so long as succor was given to the 
revolutionist forces in the United 
States.

“The Mexican government, wheth
er it asked help of this government or 
not, has been given the greatest as
sistance it could possibly have de
sired. The official note from Wash
ington, made public in Mexico City 
last night, assuring General Diaz that 
there was nothing in the movement 
of troops that should cause uneasi
ness on the part of the Mexican gov
ernment, was more than justified by 
the admissions made today.

‘There is no telling how long the 
big army sent to the Mexican fron
tier will have to remain there. It 
will not be withdrawn until condi
tions are much more stable than they 
now are believed to be.

“The situation in Lower California 
is said to have caused more concern 
to the United States than at any oth
er point. It was reported that the 
revolutionists were exceptionally 
strong there, and threatened to set 
up a government independent either 
of that of Diaz or of the revolutionists 
to the east. The" line between the 
United States and Lower California 
is but an imaginary one, and a revo
lutionary government there would be 
a constant worry.”

Notice of Meeting.
Notice is hereby given that there 

will be a meeting of the Fergus 
County Brotherhood of Threshermen 
and Plowmen in the Farmers’ Insti
tute room at the county court house, 
on Saturday, March 18, at 2 o’clock 
p. m. Business of great importance 
is to be transacted and a full attend
ance is urgently requested.

S. D. ANDERSON, 
Secretary.

Dennison’s paper napkins, in any 
quantity, at the Democrat Supply De
partment.
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Style Show of 
Millinery

NEW and original in design, 
selected with care by a com
petent milliner. A great var

iety of styles in many pleasing col
ors and color combinations making 
the selection of an early season hat 
one of ease and pleasure. Not only 
have we provided hats for the ladies 
but also have a beautiful assortment 
for young ladies, misses and children. 
This is a special invitation to every 
lady in Fergus County to visit this 
department and pass careful judg
ment on our spring selections.
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Style-craft

We offer for your inspection and approval, the most carefully 
selected stock of Silks, Dress Goods, Wash Goods, 

Hosiery, Gloves, Muslin Underwear, Etc.

The

Spring Opening Friday and Sat
M u s i c  a n d  F lo w e r s  S a t u r d a y  A f t e r n o o n .  D<

POW ER MERC
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