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CLEARLY ESTABLISHED THAT HE 
PLANNED MAINE DE

STRUCTION.

THE HOT IS T
Finding of Bit of Wire Near the Ruins 

Completes Chain of Evidence 
Against Man Who Turned All Cuba 
Into a Slaughter Pen—All Doubt Is 
Now Removed.

Philadelphia, Pa., Oct. 15.—A small 
section of wire, found ten days ago 
near the wreck of the battleship 
Maine, is the connecting link in a 
chain of evidence which will fasten 
upon Gen. Weyler, “the butcher,” re
sponsibility for the explosion that 
precipitated the Spanish-American 
war.

This bit of wire convinces investi
gators that dynamite, bought thirteen 
years ago, by Gen. Weyler, through a 
go-between, was the agent that sent 
hundreds of United States seamen to 
death.

Weyler, a t the time of the catas
trophe, was Spanish Dictator of Cuba.

Boxes that contained the shipment 
of dynamite from Philadelphia to 
Cuba were traced to Gen. Weyler’s 
camp, but a motor battery for use in 
exploding mines and which was sold 
a t  the same time, has remained un
found.

George P. Hamlin, local manager for 
the DuPont Powder Company, sold the 
dynamite and wire while he was in the 
employ of the Dittmar Powder Com
pany.

Mr. Hamlin absolutely refuses to 
discuss the matter. He feels that such 
a  discussion would bring about an 
awful arraignment of a United States 
manufacturing concern for selling the 
dynamite under a t least suspicious 
circumstances, and a more terrible ar
raignment of the United States gov
ernment officials who passed the dyna
mite through the custom house on the 
preliminary stage of a voyage which 
ended only when scores of United 
States officers and sailors lost their 
lives in the blowing up of the Maine.

The apparent cunning with which 
the order for the explosive was placed 
with Mr. Hamlin for the Dittmar Pow
der Company (now out of existence) 
aroused suspicion at the time of the 
sale, but as the Dittmar Powder Com
pany was in the dynamite selling busi
ness, the sale was made with the con
sen t of the United States Government.

Not only was the dynamite of high 
grade, but the 225 miles of insulated 
wire was of such construction that it 
would melt when subjected to a cui- 
rent of more than 110 volts. By the 
melting of the wire connecting the 
mines beneath the Maine with the 
switch key on the shore of Cuba, and 
with a mine so powerful it would blow 
Itself to pieces, the cunning mind 
which devised the plot figured, accord
ing to explosive experts here, that all 
'evidence would be eradicated, and the 
perpetrators of the plot never could 
be brought to justice.

Although this quiet investigation

has been going on for years, irrespec
tive of authoritative investigations by 
government agents, it was not until 
the insulated wire was found near the 
wreck of the Maine that the investi
gators were willing to give even a hint 
of what they had been doing. Even 
now they refuse to make known all 
their findings, as they have failed to 
find the motor shipped by the Dittmar 
company. They also have failed to 
find the person who turned tne key 
releasing the power that exploded the 
mine or mines. All the data in pos
session of the investigators, however, 
will shortly be placed at the disposal 
of the government.

Negotiations for the purchase of the 
dynamite were opened with the Ditt
mar Powder Company by a Spaniard 
in this city in November, 1896. This 
Spaniard, whose identity never has 
been satisfactorily revealed, was intro
duced to Mr. Hamlin and brought to 
the office of the Dittmar Powder Com
pany by H. G. Williams, a former 
dredging contractor of this city who 
had large interests in Cuba.

After the Dittmar people had signi
fied their willingness to sell the ex
plosive the Spaniard, through Wil
liams, suggested that the shipment be 
billed a t just double the price as 
quoted by the Dittmar people. He ad
mitted he was to profit through the 
excessive billing.

It was this extra billing stipulation 
on the part oi the Spaniard that first 
aroused the suspicions of the Dittmar 
people, and Mr. Hamlin demanded 
cash before he would order the goods 
packed for shipment. The Spaniard 
complied.

In gathering the evidence regarding 
this shipment the investigators have 
traced all orders to Gen. Weyler. It 
was learned that Gen. Weyler had 
commissioned his agents to find a go- 
between.

It is not believed that the American 
knew for what the dynamite was to 
be used. Weyler also ordered that 
the dynamite be purchased from tne 
Dittmar people, as that concern had 
been shipping small quantities of dy
namite to Cuba for mining operations, 
and a large shipment by the same 
concern might go practically unno
ticed.

Strict orders prevailed regarding 
the shipment of explosives and muni
tions of war from the United States 
to the West Indies. Consuls and 
steamship officials were cautioned 
that any attempt to assist filibustering 
expeditions would be dealt with sum
marily and that guns or explosives of 
any kind would be confiscated.

The Dittmar people, after the ac
ceptance of the money, faced a serious 
problem as to the best method of get
ting the explosive to Cuba. Weyler 
had not even taken the Spanish Consul 
at New York into his confidence and 
that gentleman immediately protested 
against the shipment.

Ostensibly the dynamite was to be 
used, it was thought, for civil engi
neering and legitimate enterprises. 
In some quarters it was thought the 
shipment was for the insurgents, 
while in otners there was a strong be
lief that the dynamite might come 
back as a boomerang on the United 
States government.

For nearly a month after the sale 
of the dynamite by tne Dittmar peo
ple the Spanish Consul refused his 
consent to the shipment. Suddenly, 
one day in December, the consul no
tified the government officials that he 
withdrew his protest and the officials 
at New York gave the necessary clear
ance papers.

Within half an hour after the consul 
had agreed to the shipment, Mr. Ham
lin received a cablegram from Cuba 
ordering him to proceed to New York

immediately and interview the captain 
of the liner Ciudad Condel, a  steam
ship running between New York and 
the West Indies, and wuich then was 
docked at New York.

The Ciudad Condel was the prop
erty of the Ceballos Spanish Line. 
The line since has been out of busi
ness, probably owing to the confisca
tion of its vessels by the Spanish gov
ernment during the Spanish-American 
war.

Upon interviewing the captain oi 
the Ciudad Condel, Mr. Hamlin was 
informed that Gen. Weyler had re
voked the original order forbidding 
the transportation of dynamite by that 
vessel. He also was shown the trans
lation of a cablegram addressed to the 
captain of the vessel and which read:

“Leave all passengers of the Ciudad 
Condel in New York and bring dyna
mite.” This message was signed 
“Weyler.”

The captain immediately cancelled 
the passenger reservation, informing 
thirty passengers that the vessel had 
been taken by the Spanish govern
ment. No person was left on board 
but a trusted crew.

Mr. Hamlin was ordered to load the 
dynamite on the Ciudad Condel. An
other difficulty arose here. The pier 
company refused to allow the loading 
of the dynamite while the vessel was 
a t dock. The dynamite, packed in 
cases containing fifty pounds each, 
had to be placed aboard a lighter, 
towed into midstream, where the 
steamship anchored.

During the loading there was a 
small-sized riot among the stevedores 
and Italian laborers when they dis
covered they were handling a high ex
plosive. They refused to handle more 
than one case a t a time and a t the 
slightest jar they would run to the 
side of the vessel, ready to jump over
board.

So slow were the men that the cap
tain of the Giudad Condel became im
patient and, ordering the lighter and 
steamship lashed together, he got up 
steam and proceeded down the bay.

Upon the arrival of the Ciudad Con
del a t Havana she dropped anchor a 
few hundred yards from Machina 
wharf, the dynamite was lightered to 
the wharf and for a time was stored 
in a  vault in the Palace here Presi
dent Gomez now presides.

From this point the local investiga
tors lost all trace of the shipment un
til the government started the work 
of raising the Maine. Then that tell
tale insulated wire was found, a wire 
known in the parlance of the trade as 
a “Number 20,” a copper wire about 
the size of graphite in a  pencil and so 
distinctive that it may be traced back 
to the factory where it was made.

cattle always command the top prices 
in the Chicago markets and as the 
bunch shipped yesterday were among 
the finest that have left here this fall, 
a nice sum will be realized.

ROUNDUP.

(Roundup Tribune.)
A busy scene has been enacted at 

the stock yards today, incident to the 
| shipment of a trainload of cattle to 
Chicago, one to Omaha, and several 
cars of sheep. A number of Mussel
shell river parties made up a train 
for Chicago, including seven cars of 
fine stuff from James Hart, and oth
ers from Gus Rader, Ernest Snelling, 
Louis Spidel, John Chandler, George 
Smith, Lowther & Cifton, Jack Harris, 
and one car from Mrs. Berrigan and 
Ralph Bridges. A trainload of Mc
Donald creek cattle for Omaha was 
shipped, in charge of Thos. Shaw, 
who had, besides his own, the cattle 
from tlfe Sellinger rancn and those of 
John Spangler. Three cars of cows 
were shipped to Butte by John 
Singles, and a trainload of the Fred 
Vogel sheep were shipped to Chicago.

VV. L. Wilson, former proprietor of 
the Cosy Cafe, who was arrested last 
Friday a t Melstone on complaint of 
creditors, who alleged that he was 
trying to leave them in the lurch, and 
who has been in jail since that time, 
was released last evening because the 
complainant failed to advance money 
to pay the prisoner’s board, as pro
vided by law. Wilson lost no time 
in shaking the Roundup dust off his 
feet, and it is probable that he will 
be seen no more hereabout.

Several proposed roads in the 
western part of the county have been 
viewed by Thos. Lamb and Ed. Mar- 
ceyes, preliminary to action by the 
county commissioners. One extends 
from the south to the north line of the 
county directly along the section line 
through Ryegate, and is very prac
ticable throughout. Another road con
nects with the road directly west of 
Roundup a t Cameron creek, in 8-23, 
and thence into Lavina. Shorter roads 
were viewed at Barber and Cushman.

WHY HESITATE?

An

winter. Mr. Robison is one of the 
enthusiastic tarm ers of the Denton 
country who harvested a big crop 
this season. 108 acres of his wheat 
yielded 29(4 bushels to the acre and 
another field of 30 acres yielded 35 
bushels. He also threshed over 500 
bushels of oats from 11 acres of 
ground and has a small field of flax, 
which he estimates will yield better 
than 15 bushels per acre.

R. U. Miner, George Wentworth and 
C. F. Thurston returned Friday from 
a hunting trip in the country a t the 
head of the Judith river with five fine 
deer. They report an abundance of 
game, but difficult hunting, caused by 
the absence of snow in the moun
tains at that time.

gave a large dinner party one night. 
His coat-of-arms was emblazoned in 
gold on the top of the dinner cards. 
The lady who went in with the sena
tor, the wife of another senator, ob
served the insignia when she picked 
up her dinner card and exclaimed: 
“How pretty!

“Yes,” replied the senator proudly, 
"I think it is rather neat. My wife 
Invented it.”

OLDEST NEWSPAPER IN WORLD.
The Tsing Pao, or Peking News, is 

the oldest newspaper in the world, 
having been regularly issued for the 
past 1,400 years. The extreme care 
in printing the paper until recent 
years, is apparent for a simple error 
was punishable by death. The Riu 
Pau, another Chinese paper, is 1,000 
years old. And yet neither of these 
papers have the circulation of golden 
grain belt beers, which are brewed 
without an error, and the most perfect 
beers in the world. They make 
friends everywhere. Order of Judith 
Basin Commercial Company, Lewis- 
town, Mont.

Arms Made to Order.
A United States senator, worth mil

lions, which he maae rapidly, has a 
coat-of-arms recently acquired. He

The “No-Blot" ruler for sale a t the 
Democrat Supply Dept.

Automobile Bargain.
For Sale—Practically new, 36 h. p., 

5-passenger car, inclnd.ng full tool 
equipment, glass front, leather trim
med top, etc.; quiet, flexible, powerful 
motor. Equipped with Bosh magneto. 
Cost, $1,500; will sell a t exceptional 
bargain, account of leaving city. Will 
give demonstration. Address, “L. B. 
No. 1,” care Democrat.

C la rk  Q3l W rig h t
Lawyers 

Washingtonf D. C.
Public Land Matters: Final Proof. 

Desert Lands, Contests and Mining 
Cases. Scrip.

Associate Work for Attorneys

4* I f  I t  Isn*t an Eastman , I t  Isn*t a Kodak*

W hen you send your films to our finishing department we do the best 
work, use the best “Kodak City” materials, and give the best possible 
results from every exposure.

W ILSO N-SEIVEN DRUG CO.
Kodak Agents, Lertistotfn, Montana

Offer That Involves No Money
' Risk If You Accept It.
We are so positive our remedy will 

completely relieve constipation, no 
m atter how chronic it may be, that we 
offer to furnish it free of all cost if it 
fails.

Constipation is commonly caused by 
weakness of the nerves and muscles 
of the large intestine. To expect a 
cure you must therefore tone up and 
strengthen those organs and restore 
them to healthier activity.

We want you to try Rexall Order
lies on our guarantee. They are 
eaten like candy and are particularly 
good for children. They seem to act 
directly on tne nerves and muscles of 
the bowels. They apparently have a 
neutral action on the other organs. 
They do not purge or cause other in
convenience. We wiir refund your 
money if they do not overcome 
chronic or habitual constipation and 
thus aid to relieve the myriads of as
sociate or dependent chronic ail
ments. Try Rexall Orderlies at our 
risk. Three sizes, 10c, 25c and 50c. 
Sold only at our store—The Rexall 
Store. Wilson-Seiden Drug Co., Main 
St.

News of Our Neighbors
Items of Interest to Our Readers 
Clipped From Our Contemporaries

L u m b e r
You can Buy it Right at the

“White Shed”

Phone S26
NEXT DOOR PINKLEY’S STONE BARN

MOORE.

PHILBROOK.

(Judith Basin Star.)
While Roger Delamore was enjoy

ing a stroll on Central Avenue last 
Tuesday night, some person, who was 
either demented or else highly intoxi
cated, meandered up to him and 
smashed a perfectly good bottle of 
whiskey on top of Roger’s head. The 
sudden impact jarred loose a few long 
dormant, but very expressive, cuss 
words from Roger’s vocabulary, and 
then the strenuous individual fled, 
with his victim and several onlookers 
in pursuit. Delamore says he used to 
be a ten-second man, but the way this 
fellow played pig with the sprinting 
honors and shattered records was a 
revelation. If he continued his orig
inal gait he is nearer to the north 
pole now than Cook or Peary ever 
was. The miscreant is still a t large 
and Delamore is nursing a very sore 
head. The whiskey was entirely de
stroyed and was not covered by in
surance.

Farmers A c c o u n ts

WE ARE PROUD OF THE FACT 
THAT A LARGE MAJORITY OF 
OUR DEPOSITORS ARE FARMER8 
WHO APPRECIATE THE 8AFETY 
AND THE C0URTE0U8 TREAT
MENT RECEIVED AT THIS BANK.

SUCH ACCOUNT3 ARE ALWAYS 
WELCOME, WHETHER LARGE OR 
SMALL, PERMANENT OR TEM
PORARY.

cIke Em pire Bank and T r u s t  C o.
Lewistown, Montana

(Inland Empire.)
Mrs. E. F. McRae left Tuesday 

morning for Warm Springs, where she 
will visit her husband, who is receiv
ing treatm ent a t the asylum. Mr. Mc
Rae's many friends in Moore will re
gret to learn that his condition is not 
improving to any great extent.

F. F. Bigelow brought in some sam
ples of Burbank potatoes from his 
anch this week, each tuber weighing 

nearly two pounds. They are perfect
ly sound in every way, of fine quality, 
and demonstrate what can be done in 
tne way of raising “spuds” on the 
bench without irrigation. These sam
ples were shipped to the Milwaukee 
road for exhibition purposes.

Mrs. Richard A. Harlow and daugh
ter, Miss Catherine, left Saturday af
ternoon for their winter home in 
Washington, D. C., after spending the 
summer a t the Montana Ranch. They 
were accompanied by Miss Ruggles 
and Mr. Bingham, of Washington, who 
have been their guests for the past 
few months. Mr. Harlow will be de
tained here on business matters for 
some time, but will probably join his 
tamily in about a month.

The remainder of the Harlow cat
tle, something like 459 head, were 
shipped from this point Tuesday to 
lue Big Hole country. They were pur
chased by J. W. Moran, of Wisdom, 
who, two weeks ago, shipped out 650 
head from Moore. The entire bunch 
will be fed for some time and later 
on will be sent east. Yesterday af
ternoon Abel & Quackenbush made up 
a shipment of 100 head of steers and 
joined the Fergus outfit in making up 
a  train to Chicago. Three cars were 
picked up a t Straw and a total of 22 
cars left the Basin. Wm. Abel and 
Milliard Saunders accompanied the 
train from here. Mr. Abel expects to 
visit relatives in Minneapolis and SL 
Cloud, Minnesota, before returning, 
while Mr. Saunders will spend a  few 
weeks a t Toledo, Ohio. Fergus county

STANFORD.

(Stanford World.)
R. B. Cox, proprietor of the new 

store a t Dover, received information 
from the post office department this 
week that on October 11 he had been 
appointed postmaster a t Dover, and 
pursuant thereto, he was in Stanford 
Thursday concluding the final details 
incident to the appointment

Marion Maury, who has been em
ployed on the big Shoemaker farm, 
immediately east of Stanford, con
cluded his work of plowing and seed
ing last week and returned to his 
home at Lewistown. All the land in 
section three is owned by Mr. Shoe
maker and is resown to wheat.

McElroy Brothers commenced haul
ing in their big wheat crop from their 
farm near Denton last Monday, em
ploying their Rumley gasoline engine 
in the operation. On their first trip 
the boys brought in 500 bushels of 
wheat and covered the 28 miles in 
about 12 hours running time.

The nine-months-old bull exhibited 
in Stanford by A. J. Goyins, on Farm
ers’ day was sold by him to O. S. 
Brooks last week for $100. The an
imal was an exceptionally fine one, 
and the sale is among the first Mr. 
Goyins has made from his herd of 
thoroughbred dairy stock which h e 1 
placed on his farm, west of town, la s t ! 
season. Mr. Goyins has had the best 
of success with his herd of dairy cows 
and is very much pleased with the re
sult. The cows are of the milk strain 
Shorthorns and Mr. Goyins’ daily rec
ord sheet shows a table of statistics 
that argues well for the dairy indus
try in the Judith Basin.

G. W. Robison was a passenger to 
Great Falls Thursday, where he 
plans to spend several days with his 
family, who are residing there this

Big Bear Buffet
Eight year old Bond & Lillard Whisky A A

per gallon.......................................... sJVfc.W/
188 Proof Alcohol AA

per gallon..........................................
California Port and Sherry Wine C A

per gallon..........................................*P A
Full quarts (bottled in bond) Old Crow, d» 1 C A  

Old Taylor and Bond & Lillard, per qt.*P A •%J\I

HERE’S GOOD BUILDING MATERIAL
Your building troubles will be few indeed if you 
select the timbers, joist, roofing, flooring, siding, 
etc. from our thoroughly seasoned stock of

Fir and Western Pine 
Red Cedar Shingles

Our lumber is of a quality that satisfies and our 
service prompt. Come in and examine our stock. We 
might be able to help you with plans and estimates.

GOODRIDGE-CALL LUMBER CO.

IFARM LOANS)]
504 MAIN STREET 

LEWISTOWN, MONTANA


