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Homesteads.
It is the established practice of the 

Department to issue patent to the 
heirs generally of a deceased entry- 
man, if there be no widow, or minor 
children entitled to claim under sec
tion 2292 R. S. Or if it be shown in 
the record prior to issue of patent 
that the entryman has made a will 
purporting to devise his interest in 
theienfry, then the patent is issued to 
the heirs or devisees of the deceased 
entryman when there is no widow, 
or minor children to claim under sec
tion 2292 R. S. It is left to the local 
courts to determine in such cases who 
the heir's are and what their individ
ual interests may be.

i of patent, land once patented becomes 
part of the public domain, subject to 
settlement, like unsurveyed or sur
veyed public lands, if unappropriated, 
but does not become subject to entry 
until opened to entry by the General 
Land Office.

Practice.
Where there is a dispute as to prior 

settlement, it is the well settled 
practice of the General Land Office 
not to order a hearing as to conflict
ing settlement claims until the town
ship plat is filed.

Upon the death of an entryman 
leaving no widow, his heirs have the 
right to make additional homestead 
entry under the provisions of section 
3 of the “enlarged homestead act.” 
Citing Alice C. St. John (38 L. D. 
577) and Lillie E. Sterling (39 L. D. 
346).

The acts of June 25th, 1910, and 
February 18th, 1911, apply only to 
lands withdrawn under the second 
form of withdrawal, that is, reserved 
lor possible irrigation purposes, and 
do not apply to lands withdrawn under 
all form of disposition under the first 
form of withdrawal. Citing case of 
Annie G. Parker, (40 L. D. 406).

The provisions of the act 'o f  Feb
ruary 18th, 1911 (36 Stat. 917), relat
ing to relinquishment of entries and 
subsequent settlement and entry, has 
reference solely to lands withdrawn as 
lands susceptible of irrigation and sub
ject to homestead entry at the time of 
the application to make entry and not 
to lands that have been withdrawn by 
the Government for appropriation so 
'ong as that withdrawal remains in 
force.

WINGS TO THE STATE

NEW ADDITIONS PRACTICALLY  

COMPLETED AND OFFICERS  

ARE MOVING.

The allowance of amendment does 
! not depend upon any particular con- 
[ dition but ordinarily it will not be 
permitted where failure to include 
land in the original entry was due j 
to lack of information that could have j 

I been obtained by the exercise of or- 
| dinary prudence and proper investi- j 
gation.

The term entry means that act 
by which an individual acquires an 
incepcive right to a portion of the 
unappropriated soil of the country by 
filing his claim in the land office. It 
is that record in the land office which 
reserves land from other appropria
tion.

It is the land office record which 
is in effect an executory contract be
tween the entryman and the Govern
ment that it will convey the land to 
him when he shall have performed 
the acts and done the things that 
the law requires in that particular 
mode of entry.

It is then at an end, existing only 
until, and no longer than, the incep
tive right becomes consummate and a 
patent issues or other evidence of 
passing title. The entry merges into 
a patent or other evidence of title.

By a final decree of cancellation

Desert Lands.
The allowance of amendments rests 

largely in the discretion of the land de
partment and may be allowed for land 
not originally applied for where there 
is manifest good faith and the reasons 
for not embracing the land in the 
original entry was because of ignor
ance or misinformation of existing 
conditions that no prudent man could 
have foreseen.

This rule is especially applicable to 
entries of desert lands where the pur
pose is to increase the duty of the 
water in the reclamation of lands.

The United States seeks to induce 
population and improvement of its 
arid lands to be productive farms of 
resident owners, and to be reimbursed 
for its reclamation expenditure. If 
one who has complied with the home
stead law and has valuable improve
ments seeks to cure a default of rec
lamation charges and offers to make 
payment, every interest of the United 
States in the matter is promoted by 
accepting such offer and permitting 
the entry to stand. It tends to defeat 
the primary object of the reclamation 
act, and nowise promotes the secon
dary one, to refuse such offer. Pay
ment and not time of payment, is the 
essence of the matter.

The federal statute does not provide 
for the succession to the rights of a 
desert land entryman in the event of 
his death. Such succession is, there
fore, controlled by the laws of the 
state in which the land embraced in 
the entry is situated and the land de
partment will dispose of the case ac
cordingly.

YOU WANT A HIGH RATING
and the way to secure it is to develop your resources.

Every dollar you lay up in this strong bank increases 
your financial strength, and helps you develop a borrow
ing power.

Every successful person has occasion to borrow at some 
time; has your rating been established so that you will be 
ready for your opportunity?

Bank of Fergus County
LEW ISTOW N, MONTANA

Capital and Surplus, : : $425,000.00
v ...

Mining.
For many years succeeding the en

actment of the coal land laws, the 
minimum prices named therein were, 
by regulations of the land department, 
prescribed and accepted as the maxi
mum rates at which such lands might 
be sold. This, however, was changed 
by the regulations of April 12th, 1907 
(35 L. D. 665).

In adopting and issuing these regu
lations, the Commissioner is well 
within the plain terms of the coal land 
law, and the scope of the authority 
thereby conferred upon him.

S C R I P  F O R
Santa Fe Pacific Forest Reserve, $15.00 per acre.
Northern Pacific R. R. Selections for Surveyed Land $12.25 per 
acre.
Northern Pacific R. R. Selected for unsurveyed land $15.25 per acre

F U L L Y  G U A R A N T E E D

THE COOK-REYNOLDS COMPANY
LEWISTOWN, MONTANA

Fight Land Grab.
A fight to prevent the Union Pacific 

Railroad company from carrying out 
an alleged attempt to grab lands 
worth $15,000,000 in Nebraska, Kansas 
and Colorado has been undertaken by 
Senator Bristow, of Kansas, and Rep
resentative Norris, of Nebraska. Each 

] has introduced a bill to validate the 
present ownership of the property.

The original land grant by the gov
ernment to the Union Pacific in 1862 
provided a right of way 400 feet wide. 
A couple of years later this was re
duced by congress to 200 feet, and the 
railroad never attempted to use more 

j than that amount for right-of-way pur
poses. The additional strip was sold 
to private purchasers by both the 
railroad and the government.

A few years ago the supreme court 
rendered a decision which gave the 
Union Pacific officials reason to be-_ 
lieve that they would have ample’ 
legal authority in claiming a right of 
way of 400 feet. Recently the rail
road has made certain moves which 
were interpreted to mean that it 
would claim ownership of the addi
tional 100-foot strip along each side 
of its right of way which had passed 
into the hands of private purchasers.

If the railroad should be upheld in 
this claim, the owners of this strip 
would be compelled to buy their hold
ings over again at present prices or 
relinquish them to the company. 
Those who purchased originally from 
the company would be compelled to 
pay the company again. Those who 
obtained title from the government 
would be compelled to purchase 
again from the company.

! Much of the property involved is in 
; the business districts of large cities, 
such as Topeka, Kan., and is of enor
mous value. The owners are consid
erably worried over the situation and 
believe their only adequate protection 
is the validation of their titles by 
the law proposed by Senator Bristow 
and Representative Norris.

The new wings of the capitol are 
completed except for a little Interior 
decorating and finishing and the of
fices in the new quarters were re
cently assigned.

In nearly all instances the offices 
have been changed to provide more 

; room, which was badly needed be- 
cause of the great increase of busi
ness in all departments of the state 
government.

The office of T. M. Swindlehurst, 
secretary of state, has not been moved 
from its location on the left of the 
corridor on the main floor, but a new 
vault has been installed for filing pur
poses and the office has been repaint
ed.

The next office down the east cor
ridor which was formerly the audi
tor’s, will be renovated and will be 
occupied by J. H. Hall, commissioner 
of the bureau of agriculture, labor and 
industry. The office of the governor 
and his assistants and the governor’s 
reception room are now in the north 
side of the east wing, while the at
torney general will have the south 
end.

The former office of the treasurer 
will be given to the state superin 
tendent of public instruction.

The quarters of the law library, now 
on the top floor of the east wing, are 
being cut up for the offices of the 
state engineer and the secretary of 
the state board of health.

The office of the clerk of the su 
preme court will not be moved. The 
former supreme court chambers are 
now occupied by the state railroad 
commission, while the court has taken 
the old senate chamber upstairs.

The state board of examiners will 
take the offices now used by the gov 
ernor, and his present reception room 
will be used as a meeting room for 
all boards. The offices of the attor
ney general will be used by J. J. 
Ryan, clerk of the allied boards, and 
also by the bureau of child and ani
mal protection.

Auditor C. M. McCoy has moved to 
his new quarters in the west side of 
the west wing, while Treasurer E. E, 
Esselstyn has his new office in the 
east side of the same wing.

The historical library quarters have 
been cut up and made into several 
offices which will be occupied by the 
game warden, veterinarian and the 
secretary of the stock commission.

The office of the superintendent of 
public instruction will be used by the 
state examiner and the state fair sec
retary will have the office now used 
by the commissioner of the bureau of 
agriculture.

The boiler inspector will not move, 
but will have another room, the cus
todian will have an office and there 
will also be a mail room. The coal 
mine inspector will have the office of 
the marshal of the supreme court.

The historical library has the whole 
of the east wing on the lower floor and 
is using all the space.

The senate will occupy the old 
house, while new quarters will be pro
vided for the house on the top floor 
of the west wing.

MANY INDIANS LEFT.

N E W  T I N  S H O P
EAVE SPOUTS, STOCK TANKS, PUMPS, GASOLINE ENGINES

REPAIRING Miller Furnaces “S r i  Work, REPAIR NG

BISHOp & W 1EBKE
113 E. Main S t *  ▼▼ Telephohe 158

Postal Savings Deposits.
Washington, May 9.—Funds on de

posit in 7,163 postal savings banks on 
March 31 last aggregated $16,200,000, 
according to statistics made public to
day by Postmaster-General Hitchcock. 
Of this amount $6,438,441 was on de- 
was on deposit in 32 cities, each hav
ing a population of more than 150,000. 
New York and Chicago, which rank 
respectively first and second in popu
lation, occupy the same relative rank 
in amount of deposits, including 
Brooklyn as a part of New York.

Two little girls were coming home 
from school, when one commenced to 
tease the other.

“I don’t care,” said Mabel. "You 
are only an adopted child. Your fath
er and mother are not really yours.” 

“I don’t care, either,” retorted 
Grace. “My papa and mama picked 
me out. Yours had to take you just 
as you came.”

FARM LOANS
504 MAIN STREET 

LEWISTOWN, MONTANA

Government Census Shows There 
Are More Than Quarter of Million.
A preliminary statement regarding 

the Indians in the United States from 
the returns of the census of 1910 was 
issued today by Director Durand, of 
the bureau of the census.

According to the census of 1910 the 
total number of Indians in conti
nental United States is 265,683 and in 
Alaska 25,331. In 1890 the number of 
Indians in continental United States 
was 248,253, and in 1900, 237,196; 
earlier figures based on the reports 
of the commissioner of Indian affairs 
are: 1870, 278,000; 1880, 244,000. It 
pears, therefore, that the number of 
Indians on the continent of the 
United States declined from 1870 to 
1900, but increased considerably dur
ing the decade between 1900 and 1910. 
In Alaska the number of Indians was 
29,536 in 1900; 25,354 in 1890, and 32,- 
996 in 1880.

The largest number of Indians in 
1910, 74,825, is found in Oklahoma, 
tne other states having an Indian pop
ulation of over 10,000 being: Arizona, 
New Mexico, South Dakota, California, 
Washington, Montana and Wisconsin. 
Indians are found in every state and 
territory, but their number in some 
states (Delaware, Vermont, New 
Hampshire and West Virginia) is less 
than 50. The number of Indians ex
ceeds 1,000 in twenty-two of the 
states.

The number oi Indian tribes in con
tinental United States is large, but 
the number of members in some is 
very small; thus there are six tribes 
represented by a single member, and 
thirty with a membership under ten. 
The chief tribes numerically are the 
Cherokees, the Navaho, the Chippewa, 
the Choctaw and the Teton Sioux. Of 
the remaining tribes none has as 
many as 7,000 members, but there are 
74 tribes represented by not fewer 
than 500 individuals. In Alaska the 
most numerous tribes are the Kus- 
wogmiut and the Aleut. None of the 
other tribes in Alaska has as many 
as 1,000 members.

$5,000 PRIZE OFFERED.

Northwest Development League W ill 
Donate Big Emerson Tractor.

To encourage the farmers of the 
American northwest to grow better 
wheat and to attract the attention of 
the whole country to the fact that 
fhe seven northwestern states are the 
best wheat fields in the world, the 
Northwest Development League is of- 
'erlng a five thousand dollar prize 
"or the best five bushels grown this 
venr.

Conditions under which this prize 
"’in be given are being prepared by 
Will A. Campbell, secretary of the

League, with offices in Minneapolis, 
Minn., and they will be sent out free 
to any farmer or grain grower in the 
noithwest. The prize consists of the 
Big Four “30” farm tractor, Emerson- 
Brantingham plow and other ma- 

I cninery, besides which the league will 
deliver the outfit to the winner with
out cost.

If a section of our country which 
contains but 20 per cent of the area 
of the United States and but 6 per 
cent of its population, produces 35 
per cent of the wheat, 38 per cent of 
the barley, 28 per cent of the wool 
and 92 per cent of the flaxseed each 
year, it ought to be as good a section 
as there is in the world for a home.

That is just what the American 
northwest has been doing each year 
and figures just compiled by the 
Northwest Development League show 
that there are still 82,000,000 acres of 
free government land in the section, 
while there are more than 73,000,000 
acres of state privately owned land 
in the seven states for sale at $20 per 
acre and under.

Last year one of these states pro
duced the best bushel of wheat in 
the world and attracted widespread 
attention; another gave the world the 
best twenty-five pound box of apples 
and still another grew the best bushel 
of potatoes. All these prizes coming 
into American northwest are attract
ing the attention of human millions.

This year it has been left for an 
organization of the seven northwest 
states to offer the world’s greatest 
prize for wheat, $5,000. The North
west Development League will award 
such a prize for the best five bushels 
of wheat produced in the seven states 
at its Northwestern Products Expos!- 
ation to be held in Minneapolis, No
vember 12 to 23. The prize consists 
of a Big Four “30” farm tractor, set 
of breaking plows, etc., delivered free 
to the winner.

Notice— Brands.
By an act of the 1911 legislature all 

owners of brands are required to re
record their brands by November 1, 
1912. Any failure of owners to re
record will be considered an abandon
ment of the brand and it will be open 
for record for anyone applying. The 
fee for re-recording is 25 cents per 
brand.

D. W. RAYMOND,
Recorder of Marks and Brands, Hel

ena, Mont. 5-7-6t

Modern Announcement.
“Wanted: A governess who is a

good stenographer, to take down the 
clever sayings of our child.”—Flie- 
gende Blaetter.

F A R M
LOANS

PHONE
456

Empire Land &  Investment 
Company.

LEW ISTOW N, MONTANA

JustReceived
JTT One car of Furniture is in 

and unpacked; other cars 
are enroute and will be on 
display shortly. We will dis
play the largest and most com
plete line of house furnishings 
we have ever shown. Your 
inspection is invited. «̂e &  &

LEWISTOWN
FURNITURE CO.

GOOD
PjU#T,

POOR,
PUNT

T H E cost of labor and brushes for a job 
* where poor paint is used is exactly the 

same as for the best. There isn’t much diff
erence in the cost of the paint itself, and as the 
good paint will last twice as long and afford a 
much greater protection, it is the poorest kind 
of economy to buy anything but the best.

I T  is just as easy to adulterate paint as it is milk or the thousand 
S and one other articles stopped by the pure food laws, and when so 
many paints are sold for profit alone rather than with the Idea of giv
ing service you should get all the Information possible before buying.

W E have made a careful study of the paint question in buying the 
lines we handle, and we are ready and willing to show you their 

superiority.

We carry a full line of the best paints, varnishes and architectural fin
ishes on the market—The Masury line.

Judith Hardware Co.


