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CITY IS ASSURED A R

=5 HE long-pending con
troversy b e t w e e n  
the Catholic church, 
r e p r e s e n t e d  by 
Father van den 
Broeck, and the Mil
waukee railway in 
regard to the clos- 

Janeaux street has beening of
practically adjusted and the plans of 
the company will now be proceeded 
with as originally decided upon. Per
haps it would be more correct to say 
that a satisfactory basis for an agree
ment has been reached and there is 
no reason to believe that it will not 
be entirely satisfactory to both sides. 
When the Milwaukee fixed upon the 
Jackson and Sharp property, from 
Main street eastward, as a site for its 
depot in Lewistown, the plan made 
necessary the closing of Janeaux street 
on eastward. All agree to this, be
cause the depot grounds actually ex
tend right to Janeaux street. This, 
however, would operate to isolate, to a 
large extent, the Catholic church and 
institutions and Father van den Broeck 
protested. C. A. Goodnow, assistant 
to President Earling, took the position 
from the start that the railway could 
not consider the purchase of the 
church property for the reason that 
under the interstate commerce law a 
railway company is prohibited from 
purchasing land not necessary to the 
operation of its lines. With much 
equity on his side the situation be
came an embarrassing one and Mr. 
Earling left the city without the slight
est advance having been made toward 
an adjustment of the trouble. Ten 
days ago rumors were in circulation 
to the effect that the Milwaukee peo
ple, who have paid very high prices 
for every bit of land the company has 
acquired and who have never asked 
for any assistance or favors, were con
templating a change of plans which 
would take the terminal, shops, etc., 
from Lewistown and land them out in 
the Denton country. Without that 
suggestion, however, the situation was 
a serious one, and in this emergency 
the railway committee of the Com

mercial club took the matter up with 
Fatner van den Broeck. After some 
negotiations the committee submitted 
to Father van den Broeck the follow
ing definite proposition:

Rev. V. J. van den Broeck, Reverend 
Fatner: I am directed by the railway 
committee of the Lewistown Commer
cial club to offer you the sum of $15,- 
000, upon terms mutually agreeable, 
for the certain block of ground in the 
city of Lewistown upon which is lo
cated the Catholic church, and to per
mit the occupancy of the above-men
tioned premises, for the purpose of 
holding church services for a period 
of two years from March 1, 1913.

Respectfully yours, 
RAILWAY COMMITTEE OF LEWIS

TOWN COMMERCIAL CLUB.
By J. D. WAITE. Chairman.

The Reply.
In reply to this, Father van den 

Broeck sent in a formal acceptance, 
under certain conditions, all of which 
are acceptable to the members of the 
Commercial club and to the railway 
committee. This reply is as follows:

I am pleased to answer on the fol
lowing terms the proposition made by 
you, as chairman of the railway com
mittee of the Lewistown Commercial 
club:

To accept the offer of $15,000 for 
that certain block of ground upon 
which is located St. Leo’s church, pro
vided:

First. That the Catholic congrega
tion will continue to use the church 
building free of charge or rental and 
without interference or molestation of 
any kind whatsoever until such time 
that a new church can be erected and 
made ready for divine worship.

Second. That the frame building 
known as St. Leo’s church will remain 
the property of the Catholic church 
and that a reasonable time will be al
lowed to remove the said building.

Third. That before the closing of 
Janeaux street, Miller street will be 
made passable, so that free and easy 
access can be had from Main street 
to the Catholic church at all times by 
pedestrians and vehicles.

Fourth. That the deed to the prop
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erty will be kept in escrow at the 
Bank of Fergus County, subject to the 
following payments: One-third, $5,000, 
cash; one-third, $5,000, when building 
operations will be started on the new 
church; one-third, $5,000, six months 
tnereafter, without interest or deferred 
payments.

Fifth. That your committee will 
lend me its moral support in case I 
would need it for the opening of cer
tain streets that may be needed for a 
new location of the church.

Goodnow Notified.

Mr. Goodnow was notified of this 
agreement by Mr .Webster, the right- 
of-way agent, and has wired that a 
communication from him regarding 
the matter is on the way. Practically 
everything is now cleared up. The 
closing of Janeaux street eastward 
from the tracts will be but a formality, 
the members of the council having al
ready gone on record informally as 
favoring it. The company has agree
ments covering the Sharp and Jack- 
son tracts, and the money will be paid 
over following the closing of the street. 
The property would, of course, be ab
solutely worthless for a depot site 
without that action.

tween Lewistown and Great Falls 
completed and in operation this year. 
Construction is now proceeding in 
splendid shape. There are today in 
Lewistown more than one hundred 
cars of steel and Twohy Bros, are 
making every effort to complete the 
road to the Judith and facilitate the 
construction of the great bridge across 
tnat stream. The concrete work all 
the way between Lewistown to Great 
Falls is finished, this including the 
culverts and pillars for bridges.

On From Great Falls.
That the Milwaukee will extend this 

cutoff on to a connection with its main 
line is no longer a matter of conjec
ture. It already has its engineers in 
the field completing its surveys to the 
head of Little Blackfoot. It will be 
but a comparatively short time until 
this cutoff from the main line on the 
Musselshell will be carried through 
from Great Falls to the Blackfoot 
country. This cutoff will save the

company a long distance required by 
the drop down to Butte and back 
again and will undoubtedly carry the 
greater part of the company’s through 
freight and passenger business.

A Splendid Depot.

Plans for the Lewistown depot were 
completed by the Milwaukee some 
time ago. It will be a fine structure, 
practically a duplicate of the depot at 
Aberdeen, South Dakota, with some 
improvements in the arrangements 
and better construction. Aberdeen, 
by the way, is a city claiming a popu
lation at this time of about 15,000 peo
ple. It was credited with about 11,000 
by the last census. The Milwaukee 
will expend upon its Lewistown depot 
buildings, yards, walks, etc., about 
$1 SO,000. As stated, the depot build
ing will be set east from the corner 
of Main street some little distance, 
to permit long passenger trains to 
draw up there and not have the en
gine extend into the street.

The company some time ago pro
cured the Daly tract for shop and 
yard facilities.

Completion of Line.
The Milwaukee will have its line be

AN ARMY OF MEN.

Three Thousand or More Will Be Em
ployed on All Roads in Territory 

Tributary to Lewistown 
This Year.

It is conservatively estimated that 
when construction work is in progress 
in full blast on the Great Northren 
east of this city and the Milwaukee 
west, together with the operations in 
and about the town in connection with 
the yards, etc., not less than three 
thousand men will be employed. The 
Great Northern alone will, within a 
comparateivly short time, have 1,500 
men at work on its eastward exten
sion, all the way from Lewistown to 
Grass Range, while the Milwaukee 
will certainly have as many more on 
the lines east and west of town. The 
largest payroll for construction being 
expended for railway work anywhere 
in the United States will be within 
this radius of territory tributary to 
Lewistown. To anyone of a mathe
matical turn of mind these figures can 
be used as a basis for estimating the 
expenditure—the average wage, the 
amount expended for the commissary 
department and the feed and upkeep 
of horses and equipment—the reesult- 
ing total being an astounding one.

MORE GOOD NEWS.

Milwaukee Will Make Lewistown Di
visional Point—Announcement 

Coming From C. A. Good
now Shortly.

At the Commercial club meeting last 
night Chairman J. D. Waite, of the

railway committee, in stating that C. 
A. Goodnow, assistant to President 
Earling, had been notified by wire of 
the closing up of the controversy re
garding Janeaux street, involving the 
Catholic church. Mr. Earling’s an
swer was on the way, said Mr. Waite. 
He was entirely confident that it 
would announce the plan to build here 
a splendid depot, and to make Lew
istown a divisional point between 
Great Falls and Melstone, with shops, 
roundhouses and so on.

THE GREAT NORTHERN.

Construction Forces Being Increased 
and Work Being Rushed—Plans 

for Lewistown Depot Arrive.
The contractors of the Great Nor

thern from Lewistown eastward are 
increasing their forces and gradually 
getting the work shaped up to the 
best advantage. Six steam shovels 
have now been sent out and the opera

tions a few miles east of town will 
shortly be under way on a big scale. 
The rock formation in the vicinity of 
the Kelly ranch, near the old Gilt 
Edge road, is being broken up for the 
shovels and the engineers are well 
satisfied with the progress being 
made. Yesterday three more donkey 
engines* were on the track here ready 
to be sent out and the greatest 
tivity prevails.

The Depot.
Engineer Eddy, in charge of the 

local office, yesterday received sets 
of the plans for the Great Northern’s 
Lewistown depot and distributed them 
among the local contractors to bid 
upon. The bids will all be in 
a short time and construction will be
gin at the earliest possible date. Con
tractors at Great Falls and elsewhere 
also have the plans and there will be 
considerable competition for this job. 
The depot will represent the highest 
type of such structures from an archi
tectural point of view and the con
struction will be first class in every 
respect. It will be 155 feet long by 
40 feet wide, of stone and brick, these 
dimensions permitting a one-story 
building of good height. While small
er than the depot at Great Falls, it is 
very similar in its general appearance. 
It is to be completed this year.

HILGER EXTENSION.

Latest Is That Work There Will Be 
Temporarily Suspended in Order 

That Forces May Be Concen
trated on Grass Range 

Line.
It was reported yesterday on high 

authority that the Milwaukee had de
cided to temporarily suspend work on 
its extension from Hilger in order that 
the forces might be concentrated on 
the extension eastward to Grass


