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COMPLETE REVIEW OF THE WORK DONE BY 
CONGRESS IN THE LONGEST SESSION IN 

THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D. C., Oct. 14.—The 

frs t regular session of the sixty-third 
congress, which began December 1, 
1I<13, is ab«ut to be concluded. Be
gun as an uninterrupted continuation 
of the special session called by Presi
dent Wilson a month after his in
auguration, it is the longest sitting of 
congress in the history of the nation..

The work, including that of the 
special session for tariff reform and 
income tax provisions, represents the 
legislative achievement of the first 
democratic congress since March *, 
1897. The chief enactments include 
the new currency law, antiltrust legit 
lotion, repeal of the toll exemption 
provision for American coastwise 
ships in the Panama canal, and the 
provision to build a government rail- 
load in Alaska.

The congress was remarkable for 
the fact that in less than two years 
it had to deal with conditions arising 
from two foreign wars—the revolution 
of Mexico and the European conflict 
— and was on the verge of facing a 
war between the United States and 
Mexico. Both of these situations de 
nianded emergency legislation, some of 
which may have far reaching effect 
upon the future course of the nation 
in its foreign affairs.

As a rule the utmost co-operation be 
tween democratic leaders in congress 
and President Wilson, marked the ses
sion, although one notable break oc
curred in the party over repeal of 
the tolls provision of the Panama 
canal act. This led to an alignment 
which placed the president and some 
of the party leaders on opposite sides 
Among those who took issue with the 
chief executive being Speaker Clark 
and majority leader, Underwood 
Speaker Clark’s defense of his op
position to repeal furnished one of the 
most spectacular climaxes in the his- 
t< rv of the house.

The president appeared before joint 
sessions of the house and senate on 
five occasions. He delivered his gen
eral legislative message December 2. 
Subsequent messages were on anti
trust legislation, the Mexican situa
tion, pleading for continuation Of 
“watchful waiting,” the tolls repeal bill 
and the necessity for a war revenue 
bill.

Most important of the laws enacted 
by the congress since December 1, 
1913, were:

Federal reserve act creating twelve 
regional reserve banks, ana federal 
reserve'bfiard of control'and reforming 
the currency system.

Federal trade commission act creat
ing a commission of five members and 
absorbing the bureau of corporations 
to investigate organization, conduct 
the practices of industrial corpora
tions; inquire into unfair competition 
and alleged violation of anti-trust 
acts; to aid the department of justice 
and the courts in the prosecution of 
business offenders; to make public 
information deemed to be of public in
terest relating to industrial conditions 
and to recommend remedial business 
legislation. j

The Clayton anti-trust act which; 
provides for guilt of individuals con-! 
I’fccted with a corporation convicted of S 
violating the anti-trust laws, limits! 
competition, prevents exclusive andj 
tying contracts, liberalizes laws re-' 
iating to injunctionand contempt and 
exempts from prosecution under anti
trust laws agricultural, horticultural,1 
fraternal and labor organizations.

Act repealing provisions of the Pan- 
r.raa canal law exempting from pay
ment of tolls, American vessels in 
coast-wise shipping of the United 
States.

The Alaskan railroad law, providing 
for government construction and op
eration of 1,000 miles of railroad withj 
telegraph and telephone line.s, from the 
lower Pacific coast to interior wat 
ers and minteral region of Alaska at 
a cost not to exceed $35,000,000.

Laws placing on a war footing the 
volunteer militia and naval militia of i 
the States, subjecting them in time of | 
war to the call of the signal corps of] 
ihe army.

Law regulating cotton future sales 
on stock exchanges, providing a tax 
of two cents a pound on sales foi 
future delivery unless actually dellv- i 
ered under conditions and grades es
tablished by the department of agrP 
culture.

Overshadowing much other import
ant legislation were emergency meas 
ures demanded by the extraordinary 
conditions precipitated by the war in 
Europe. Such legislation, enacted or 
■ bout to become law included the fcl 
lowing measures:

War revenue law imposing special 
ii.ternal revenue taxes to aggregate 
approximate annual revenue of $108,- 
000,000 to offset estimated treasury de
ficit due to loss of customs receipts 
during the European war.

Amendment of Panama canal act ad
mitting to American registry foreign 
built ships of American ownership to 
engage in overseas and South Ameri
can trade.

Emergency currency act permitting 
banks of national currency associa
tions to issue circulating notes up to 
125 per cent, of their unimpaired capt 
tal and surplus, and making available 
to banks of the country more than 
$1,000,000,000 of emergency currency.

Law cerating in the treasury depart
ment a bureau of war risk insurance 
appropriating $5,000,000 to insur eships 
of American registry against hazards 
of the European war.

Resolutions appropriating $2,750,000 
foi protection and transportation of 
American citizens stranded in Europe 
an war zones and authorizing the Ain

crican red cross society to charter Regulation cf development of water
ship of foreign register and rly t.ie 
American flag.

Appropriation of $1,000,000 fov extr* 
expense of diplomatic and consular 
srrvcies in taking over embassies, le
gations and consular offices of war
ring nations in Europe.

Before these unforseen conditions, 
which demanded decisive action to 
cope with the European situation, con 
giess had on its hands for most of 
tie  session the threatening Mexican 
imbroglio which came to a climax in 
the act of reprisal by the government 
in the seizure of Vera Cruz. Manv 
times the situation was critical, and 
actual warfare with Mexico was pre
vented only by the course of the ad
ministration and the cool hands in 
congress in preventing untoward on- 
tcrical outbreaks and unwise action, 
legislation growing out of the Mexi
can controversy was limited to the 
following:

Resolution expressing congress’ ju*- 
tifleation of employment by the presi
dent of armed forces of the United 
States to enforce demands for affronts 
aid Indignities against this nation anc 
disclaiming an yhostility to the Mexi
can people or any purpose to make 
war on Mexico.

Appropriation of $500,000 for trans
portation and care of interned Mexi
can soldiers and military refugees and 
$500,000 for relief and transportation
10 the United States of American citi
zens in Mexico.

Other legislation placed upon tile 
statute books included scores of local 
improvement laws, many measures re
lating toland entries, and the foi-

General appropriations for govern
ment expenses aggregating approxi
mately $1,900,000.

Appropriation of $20,000,000 for riv
ers and harbors improvements at dis
cretion of war department, passed 
substitute for $53,000,000 specific ap
propriation bill after prolonged fili
buster.

Law granting public water supply 
fo city of San Francisco from Hetchy 
valley in Yosemite National park.

Act prohibiting importation oi opium 
except for medicinal purposes under 
treasury regulation and plaeirg pro
hibition tax of $300 a pound on opium 
manufactured in the United States for 
smoking purposes.

Act authorizing payment of money 
orders at any money order office it*, 
country although drawn on specificcT 
c-rder.

Appropriation of $600,000 for treai 
ment -and eradication of. hog cholera 
and dourine.

Law limiting labor to women in the 
district of Columbia to eight hours a 
dry.

Agricultural extension act providing 
tor co-operation between department 
of agriculture and state agricultural 
colleges in diffusion of information 
re’ating to agriculture and home ec-i 
nomics and prvoiding for an ul
timate annual appropriation of 
$5,000,000.

An act raising the American diplo
matic agencies in Argentina and Chile 
from legations from embassies.

A provision for election of United 
States senators under laws governing 
e’ection of members of house of repre
sentatives in States where legislatures 
had not passed special election laws.

Act providing agricultural entry of 
phosphate, nitrate, potash and other 
mineral lands.

Act providing income tax of one per 
cent, of the gross annual income of 
railroad corporations in Alaska.

Law establishing United States coast 
guard and consolidating the revenue 
cutter and life saving services with 
increase in salary for employes.

Act reorganizing diplomatic and con
sular service of the country.

Act providing for government leas
ing of coal lands in Alaska and to 
prevent monopolization of natural re
sources of the territory.

Resolution creating commission to 
consider the subject of national aid 
for vocational education to report not 
later than June 1 next.

Foreign relations of the United 
States absorbed much attention of the 
congress irrespective of the wars in 
Mexico and Europe, and formed the 
lusts for discussion by the president 
-ii his annual message and in frequent 
conferences with members of the 
foreign relations committee, ratified 
nc-w treaties providing for peace com
missions of investigation in interna] 
tional disputes not settled by ordinary 
diplomacy with twenty-three foreign 
nations as follows:

Norway, The Netherlands, Portugal, 
Switzerland, Denmark, Italy, Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua, Bo
livia, Persia, Costa Rica, Venezuela. 
Honduras, Argentina, Brazil. Chile, 
Peru, Paraguay, Great Britain, France 
and Spain. Similar treaties negotiated 
and urged for ratification but held up 
in the senate for further consideration 
fiTe with China, Panama and San Dom
ingo. A similar treaty has been ne
gotiated with Russia to be sent to the 
senate later.

Much time was given by the com 
mittee for hearings and consideration
11 the winter session, though it will 
be impossible, in the opinion of ad 
ministration leaders, to consider all 
of it before adjournment, March « 
next. Some of the subjects uncom
pleted are the following:

Government purchase of merchant 
vessels advanced as part of the war 
emergency program, but postponed by 
.-igreement with the president until 
next session.

Revision of immigration laws in
cluding an illiteracy test, passed by 
■he house and approved by senate 
committee, but never pressed !n 
senate.

power in navigable streams.
Bill providing for leasing of mines 

rnd other natural resources on public 
domain.

Bill providing eventual independence 
for the Philippines which passed the 
house but was deferred until next ses
sion by senate.

Bill to provide rural credits legisla
tion by establishment of a system of 
farm mortgage banks.

Resolution providing for submission 
o* constitutional amendment for na
tional prohibition.

National direct primaries for nomi
nation of presidential candidates.

Regulation of railroad stocks and 
bonds by the interstate commerce com
mission undertaken as part of anti
trust program but deferred.

Measure for regulation of stock ex
changes and boards of trade under 
taken and reported by senate commit 
tee on banking and currency.

Bill for greater safety at sea and 
amelioration of condition of sailors, 
gassed by both houses, considered in 
conference and recommitted to senate 
committee on commerce.

Measure for limitation of campaign 
contributions.

Constitutional amendment limiting 
fervice of a president of United States 
to a single term.

National aid to building of gooa 
roads, bills for which were reportea 
this session.

Reorganization of the civil service.
Measure providing lor government 

licensing of cotton ware houses, which 
passed the senate but was held upon 
the house and other measures con
templated for relief of cotton situa
tion in the south.

Interesting features of the session 
were controversies in the senate over 
several of the president's appoint
ments. The nomination of H. M. Pir;- 
dell of Peoria, to be ambassador to 
Russia led to a prolonged Inquiry by 
the senate committee on foreign re
lations. The nomination was once 
withdrawn, Mr. Pindell was later re
named and was ordered confirmed by 
Ihe senate, following which Mr. Pin- 
tlell asked the precident to withdraw 
his name. The nomination of Thomar 
l ' Jones of Chicago, director of the 
International Harvester company, a» a 
member of the federal reserve board, 
Precipitated a struggle in the senate 
committee on banking and cutrency. 
In the midst of the fight Mr. Jones 
requested the president to withdraw 
his name. The nomination of Paul M. 
Warburg, of New., York, as member of 
the federal reserve board, also stirred 
iq a controversy, Mr. Warburg once 
lefusing to appear before the banking 
and currency committee. He eventun'- 
' /  yielded and his appointment was 
confirmed by the senate.

Two senators, William O. Bradley of 
Kentucky (republican), and Augustus 
D. Bacon of Georgia (democrat), died 
during the session. Three deaths oc
curred in the house membership—Ren 
resentatives Irving S. Pepper of Iowa: 
Hebert G. Bremner of New Jersey, and 
William Richardson of Alabama, all 
democrats.

SLOW PROGRESS BEING MADE ON 

COMPLETING MEASURE AND 

SESSION MAY BE HELU.

PENROSE’S PRESIDENTIAL HOPES
WASHINGTON, Oct. 14.—With the 

war revenue bill, under review, as to 
several features, by democrats of the 
finance committe, little progress was 
made on the measure in the senate to
day and the prospect of adjournment 
of congress early next week received 
another setback.

While the committee toiled on the 
bill, the senate was enlivened by a 
political debate between Senators 
Penrose and Lewis. The former as
sailed democratic extravagance and 
denounced war tax legislature as a 
calamity, and the latter defended the 
administration.

Senator Penrose asked the Illinois 
senator if he could give any assurance 
that a bill would be pressed to pro
vide for only one term for executive 
officials in accordance with the demo
cratic platform.

“I understand the senator from 
Pennsylvania has aspirations for the 
presidency," said Senator Lewis, “and 
that he wishes to be assured now that 
his opponent will not be Woodrow 
Wilson.”

In the deliberations, which extended 
into the evening, making a night ses
sion of the senate impossible, demo
crats of the finance committee averted 
considerable possible opposition by 
eliminating the proposed tax on pro
prietary medicines, which would have 
yielded approximately $2,000,000 an
nual revenue. House leaders had given 
assurances that this tax never would 
be accepted and the senate had been 
flooded with protests against taxes 
on the “poor man’s medicine.” The 
committee also accepted an amend
ment doing away with bills of lading 
in the express and freight shipment 
of newspapers and to exempt from 
taxation newspapers shipped within 
the county of publication.

Agreement was also reached on the

FOR:-Economy, Efficiency, and the Prompt Administration 
of Justice.

FRANK WRIGHT
Republican Candidate for

County Attorney
Son of Edmund Wright, the pioneer real estate man; born in 

Fergus County; graduate of all the local schools; two years academic 
course at the University of Minnesota; and a graduate of the Law 
Department of the University of Michigan.
(Paid Advertisement)

disputed tajF'on domestic wines. The 
bill as agreed upon in caucus imposed 
20 cents a gallon on sweet wines and 
80 on dry wines. An amendment 
agreed upon today fixes the rate at 
8 cents a gallon on both sweet and 
dry wines and taxes brandy, used in 
fortifying wines, 55 cents a gallon, it 
also amends present laws to the re
striction of permieting the fortifica
tion of wines only with brandy manu
factured on the same premises.

Still under consideration by the com
mittee is a proposal to increase fur
ther the taxes on manufacturers of 
tobacco.

Senator Hoke Smith submitted the 
amendment, which provides for a 
government issue of $250,000,000 in 
four per cent bonds for the purchase of 
cotton to relieve the cotton states. 
Discussion of this bill will begin to
morrow and adjournment of congress 
depends largely on its disposition 
Southern senators say they do not 
intend to prolong debate, but it is 
into next week.

Revised estimates on the revenue 
bill, sent to the senate by the secre
tary of the treasury, indicated that 
the bill, on last year’s trade conditions 
would bring $107,400 000. but said that 
if the production of fermented liquors 
continued to fall off, as in the last two 
months, the revenue would be $92,498,- 
286. Under normal conditions beer 
would supply $43,795,000 and rectified 
spirits $5,000,000. The committee tax 
on sweet wines, according to the esti
mate, would bring $4,960,000 and that 
on dry wines $3,260,000. making a 
total on the wine and liquor schedule 
of $57,015,000. Of the special taxes 
bankers would pay $4,300,00; pawn 
brokers $12,000.

The proposed tax on amusements 
would raise $2,140,000, of which the 
largest single item, $750,000, would be 
paid by moving pi-ture theaters.

The secretary estimated that the 
special tax on manufacturers of to 
baceo, cigars and cigarettes would net 
$5,318,000. The stamp taxes would 
raise $30,990,000. of which $8,000,000 
would come from stock transfers and 
$1 ,000,000 from telegraph messages.

The medicinal s hedule, added by 
the senate committee, was estimated
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o raise $5,000,000, of which $2,000,000 I 
would be borne by cosmetics, and $3,- <■
000 000 by (hewing gum. j i
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REFUSED NEW TRIAL.

ATLANTA, Ga., Oct. 14.—Leo M. 
’rank, under sentence of death for the
1 urder here in April, 1913, of Mary | 
Phagan, an employe of the pencil fa •- 
tory of which Frank was superintend j I

was denied today a new tii; | 1

<y the Georg’n supreme court. The 
our* I eld llm t Frank’s showing of 
owlv d s nvered evidence was insuf- 
i eiit. This was Frank's fifth attempt 
o obtain a retrial or nnnuUment of 
ln> verdict, which was returned Aug. 
5 lent year.
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