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C O M I N G  O F  T H E  B L A C K  R O B E S  I N T O  M O N T A N A  B E F O R E  G O L D  

W A S  D I S C O V E R E D ;  F A T H E R  P A L L A D I N O  W R I T E S  O F  E A R L Y  D A Y S
Father Lawrence Palladino, one of 

the few remaining links binding to 
the present the pioneer days of west­
ern Montana, before the days of the 
discovery of placer gold in Grass­
hopper and Alder Gulches, has writ­
ten a history which will attract wide 
attention in Montana.

Father Palladino begins hlB work 
with a compliment to the Flathead 
Indians —  the Selish (pronounced 
Sale-lsh) ef whim he says no Indian 
tribe is more renowned in history. 
The name “Flathead” is, he says, a 
misnomer. “These Indians are 
shapely and the barbarous custom, 
head flattening. Implied by the ap­
pellation, and practised by some of 
the Indians on the Sound and on the 
Pacific coast, was unknown among 
these people.” To the Flatheads be­
longs the distinction of having 
brought the missionaries to Mon­
tana.

The country of the Flatheads, he 
says, was that part “lying west and 
at the base of the main range of the 
Rocky mountains.” It was called in 
their language Spetleman, which 
means “place of the bitter root,” 
whence the name, “Bitter Root val­
ley.”

When the Flatheads became known 
to the white man, he says, they num­
bered about 2,000 souls and prob­
ably were never much more numer­
ous.

“But if inferior in numerical 
strength to many of the other tribes 
in the Rocky mountains, they seem­
ed to surpass them all in prowess and 
daring; and as a warlike people they 
were considered even by their ene 
mies as the bravest of the brave.”

Their most deadly foes, from time 
Immemorial, says the author, were 
the Blackfeet, living in what is now 
northern Montana. The Blackfeet 
claimed the range lying east of the 
Rockies as their hunting ground. 
This was the main range of the buf­
falo. They looked on Flathead buf­
falo hunters as intruders. In addi­
tion to a larger number of warriors, 
the Blackfeet, he says, had the ad­
vantage of fire-armB obtained from 
prairie trading posts. This was long 
before such posts were located within 
visiting distance of Flathead terri­
tory.

The first white men seen by any 
of the F latheads were the members 
of the La Verendrye expedition and 
these were m et only by those Flat- 
heads who visited the east side to 
hunt buffalo. The first white men 
to pass through Flathead territory 
was the Lewis and Clark expedition, 
in 1806. At the time the first work 
was published by F ather Palladino 
there was still living, a t the St. Igna­
tius mission, an old Indian woman, 
Eugenie, who distinctly rémembered 
the visit of Lewis and Clark when 
she was about 14 years of age.

The au thor quotes from the Jour­
nal of Sergeant Patrick Glass, of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition, who 
wrote th a t the Flatheads were the 
“only nation on the whole route 
where anything like chastity is re ­
garded.”

While they were honest, brave, 
obedient to authority, cleanly and 
virtuous they were “barbarous, cruel 
and brutal as any savages could be” 
in their treatm ent of prisoners, “ whe­
th er male or female.”

B irthday Suits
The adults of the tribe dressed in 

skins but the children went absolute­
ly naked, “even in winter, plodding 
through slush and snow.”

Five of the consonants, b, d, f, r 
and v, are wanting in their language. 
The places are supplied by p, t, 1 
and m.

In the Flathead tongue Mary be­
comes Malee, Rosalie becomes Usalee 
and Victor, Mitto. The same lan­
guage is spoken by nine other tribes: 
the Upper and Lower Kalispells, the 
Spokanes, the Coeur d’Alenes and the 
families in the vicinity of Colville.

They believed in a good spirit, and 
a bad spirit, in a fu ture reward, and 
a punishment. The good Indian 
went to a  place of perpetual sum-
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Father De Smet, Jesuit Missionary 
who figures in the Palladino his. 
tory.

mer; the bad Indian to a land of 
perpetual snow.

Their code of morals was short yet 
comprehensive: Honesty, bravery,
love of truth, love of wife and chil­
dren, were the principal virtues 
which entitled them to future happi­
ness.

The Flatheads believed that the

rence river and settled among the 
Flatheads.

Ignace was a giant physically and 
won the respect of his hosts. He 
talked much of the missionaries and 
of the religion taught by them. He 
taught them many of the forms and 
some of the prayers, induced them to 
observe the Sabbath, and to baptise 
their young. It was he who sug­
gested that they send to St. Louis for 
missionaries.

Although none of them had ever 
seen a white man’s house and but 
few had ever seen a white man’s 
face, and despite the fact that they 
must traverse nearly 3,000 miles-of 
mountains, desert, and sage brush, 
and cross the country of deadly ene­
mies, they undertook the journey.

In the spring of 1831 four braves 
set out and reached St. Louis in the 
fall of the same year. Two of them 
fell ill and died and are buried in 
the Catholic cemetery at the Cathe­
dral of St: Louis. The remaining 
two set out on the return journey, 
but never reached home. The purpose 
of their visit was but imperfectly un­
derstood. No one knew their lan­
guage in St. Louis.

In 1834 the Rev. Jason Lee and his 
nephew, the Rev. Daniel Lee of Stan- 
stead, Canada, were sent to found 
a mission among the Flatheads, un­
der the auspices of the American 
Methodist Episcopal church. They 
did not remain, but continued to Ore­
gon, where they established a mis­
sion among the Canadian colony on 
the Willamette.

m

Bay trappers, and made the trip  down 
the river in canoes. This tim e their 
efforts met with success.

Father De Smet was Bent as the 
missionary. He was a Belgian from 
Termonde, East Flanders. Young
Ignace acted as his guide. Peter
had advised of the missionary’s com­
ing and a band of Flatheads were 
a t Green River to meet him. They 
had been joined by Nez Perces, Pend 
d ’Oreilles and Kalispells and num­
bered 1,600.

C'hief The Big Face
When Father De Smet arrived at 

the home of the Flathead nation he 
was received by Chief The Big Face, 
who delivered an address of wel­
come.

“He resigned his authoritv to me,” 
Father De Smet wrote. Father De 
Smet returned to St. Louis to pro­
cure assistance in 1841. He brought 
back with him F ather Gregory Men- 
garina, a Roman; Father Nicholas 
Point, a Vendean, and three lay bro­
thers, Joseph Specht, an Alsatian, 
and two Belgians, Charles Huet and 
William Claessens.

In addition to teaching religion, 
Father De Smet taught them to culti­
vate the soil. Seed and agricultural 
implements were brought by him 
from Colville. This was in 1842.

Father Zerbinati, Brother Vincent 
Magri and Father Joset came as mis 
slonaries in 1845. W hile bathing in 
the river Fa ther Zerbinati was 
drowned. Upon news of his death 
reaching the Superior, Fa ther Raval­
li, then stationed a t Colville, was sent 
to replace him. This priest was an 
all-round man. He was "an excellent 
missionary, an able physician, a good 
artist, an expert mechanic, and could 
handle with considerable skill the 
tools and implements of almose every 
trade.” Father De Smet had shown 
the Indians how to grow wheat, but 
there was no mill to grind flour. A 
hand coffee mill or pounding the 
grain with a stone were the only 
flour making methods.

Chief Chariot, last of the Flatheads 
to leave the Bitter Boot country.

Father
ficiency.
brothers,

Ravalli remedied the de- 
W ith the help of the two 
Claessens and Specht, he

Millstones on which the first flour made in Montana was ground. These 
stones were brought to the state by the Jesuit missionaries, who built 
a small water wheel to turn them.

MISS M M  MURRAY, Ü0NTANÄ  
GIRL, HEIRESS TO A FORTUNE

beaver was a .fa llen  race of Indians 
punished for their wickedness, but 
in due time to be restored to human 
shape. Some declared th at they had 
heard beavers talk  together and saw 
them sit in council to pass judgment 
on an offending member.

The author devotes several pas­
sages to the habits of the beaver. 
"Should any of the band prove incor­
rigible and refuse to do their share, 
the lazy fellows are unanimously 
driven off by the whole community 
and forced to secure shelter and pro­
visions elsewhere,” he says.

The Flatheads had their medicine 
men, incantations, charms and the 
like. Polygamy was the rare  excep­
tion among them. The chieftainship 
was hereditary, but the war chief 
was elected each year; his authority 
ceased on his re turn  from the hunt or 
battlefield.

They were warm friends of the 
Nez Perces tribe and interm arried 
with them. Nez Perces Indians made 
their homes among the Flatheads.

“The fact th at there were one or 
two Nez Perces Indians with the Flat- 
heads who went to  St. Louis to ob­
tain  Black Robes,” the Indian name 
for missionaries, “has caused some 
writers to be misled into stating, con­
trary  to  historical evidence, that ‘the 
claim on the first missionary efforts 
made in the country on the  part of 
the  Flatheads was unfounded,’ ” the 
author states.

The Flatheads first heard of the 
missionaries from Ignace la Mouse, 
the chief of a band of wandering Iro­
quois, who came from the St. Law

A number of other missionaries 
came in contact with the Flatheads. 
among them Marcus W hitman and 
the Rev. Dr. Parker, but the Flat- 
heads would have none, apparently, 
but the Black Robes that Ignace, the 
Ioquois, had so eloquently described 
to them.

Finally Ignace himself volunteer­
ed to go for the missionaries. He 
started  for Canada, but changed his 
mind and went to St. Louis. He was 
accompanied by his two sons. He 
made the trip successfully. This was 
in 1835.

Ignace was promised that mission­
aries would be sent. He returned 
to the Flatheads. Eighteen months 
passed. No missionaries came, 
Ignace, the Iroquois, three Flatheads 
and two Nez Perces Indians set out 
for St. Louis for a th ird  appeal. 
While traveling with white people 
they were attacked a t Ash Hollow 
on the South P latte, and killed.

The whites were told by their In ­
dian captors to stand apart while the 
Indians were being butchered. Ig­
nace, being dressed like a white man 
and being an Iroquois, was also told 
to stand apart, but he elected to die 
by the side of his fellow warriors. 
“Thus perished he who m ight justly 
be called the apostle of the Flat- 
heads,” says the author.

News of the deaths reached the 
Flatheads. A fourth expedition was 
a t once decided on. In council two 
Iroquois warriors a t once volunteer­
ed. They were Left Handed Peter 
and young Ignace. They left the 
summer of 1839. met some Hudson

Are you among 
these thousands?

* I vHOUSANDS of people keep on 
*  trying, year after year, to build 

health from food that has been robbed 
of certain elements required for per­
fect nutrition.

'If your food doesn't contain the 
mineral properties that go to build up 
nerve, tooth and bone structure, there 
is mo othsr means by which you can got 
these vital dements.

This is one reason why so many 
well-informed people eat Grape-Nuts

—the food that enriches the blood, and 
builds sound, healthy bodies.

Grape-Nuts is made from whole 
wheat flour and malted barley—baked 
for 20 hours, which develops the nat­
ural richness o f the grains and makes 
for ready digestibility.

And Grape-Nuts is perfectly deli­
cious—served with milk or cream, or 
made into an appetizing pudding for 
dinner.

Get a package of Grape-Nuts from your grocer 
today, and give the family a help to health.

Grape’Nuts
—the Body Builder

Fojtum Cereal Co. , foe. 
Battle Crook, Mich.

This is Miss May Murray, former Butte girl, one of the principal 
heirs to the Murray millions, who remains unspoiled and unassuming 
in the possession of her new-found fortune. Miss Murray, who is 
young and pretty, is reputed to have inherited more than a million 
dollars from her late uncle, James A. Murray, famous Montana bank­
ing and mining magnate. She is a sister of James E. and Marcus 
Murray, both of whom came into fortunes on the death of James A. 
Murray. Miss Murray is making her home in Seattle, where she is 
interested in the publication of a magazine.

James A. Murray, who left a fortune estimated at from ten to fifteen 
millions of dollars, located in Butte when the camp was in its infancy. 
He immediately began to acquire the mining property, then easy to be 
had, which was the foundation of his fortune. Then he established a 
private banking house, which he operated successfully for many years, 
and which he closed when the government passed laws which he con­
sidered as an infringement on his rights as an individual. He was the 
owner of Boulder and Hunter’s Hot Springs, and built fine hotels at 
both places. He owned the Livingston and Pocatello water works, and 
mines in various districts of the state. In recent years he had invested 
heavily in Seattle, where he controlled a bank, and in San Francisco. 
His manner of distributing his estate was unique. He incorporated a 
company to which he transferred all of his property. He left a will in 
which was stipulated that his heirs would find their interests in his 
estate in the shape of certificates of stock in his estate holding com­
pany. The picture of Miss Murray was supplied to this newspaper 
through the courtesy of the Anaconda Standard.

built a m iniature water mill. The 
mill stones, which were brought 
from Europe, were 16 inches in dia­
meter and can still be seen at the 
St, Ignatius Mission. There, too, 
may be seen a sledge hammer made 
by Brother Specht out of tin  cans.

The next enterprise undertaken by 
Father Ravalli was the erection of a 
sawmill. Four wagon tires were 
welded together for the crank. A 
fifth was first flattened out, and 
hardened into a steel blade, by d in t 
of hammering, and then filed into a 
saw.

W hite trappers came to the mis­
sion and corrupted the simple morals 
of the Indians. The m issionaries 
were no longer obeyed. They there ­
upon closed the mission, and leased 
the buildings to  Major Owen. The 
mission remained closed for 16 years.

In 1859 efforts of the missionaries 
were again directed to the Flatheads. 
Fa ther C. Imoda was sent. Fa ther 
Giorda followed in 1860. Then Fa­
th er Ravalli returned. A number of 
new missionaries came also.

F a ther Palladino describes the de­
parture  of the Flatheads, crowded 
out by the whites from their B itter 
Root home to the reservation provid­
ed by the government. The last to 
leave was Chief Chariot and about 
200 others, Oct. 17, 1891. This
event concludes the narrative of St. 
Mary’s as an Indian mission.

The noted men of the Flatheads 
are given a  chapter by the writer. 
The town of Arlee takes its name 
from a chief who was known in Eng­
lish as “ Henry,” and in F lathead as 
“Arlee,” th is being their translation  
of the name' “ Henry.” He was the 
last war chief of the tribe. He was 
also known as Red Night.

The betrayal of the Indians 
through the Garfield treaty of 1872 
is referred to. The tria l of Pierre- 
Paul, Lalassi Pascal and another, for 
m urder, is mentioned in detail, as is 
an Indian’s complaint against bis 
wife, whom he had deserted.

"Listen, Black Robe,” he said, 
“and then decide.” He went on to 
say th at he had been m arried by F a ­
th er Menetry, th a t the F ather had 
given them  a wedding feast, a head 
of cabbage as big as their two heads 
together, and had cooked it for them 
himself, and set it before the bride.

“ She took a little  bite, one, two, 
three times, and each tim e spit it 
out grimacing,” said the Indian. “I 
looked a t her and asked why she was 
doing tha t; she made faces a t me and 
said ‘Shut up. If I had not m arried 
thee no woman in the camp would 
have had thee for a husband.’ I got 
angry, Black Robe, and stood up, 
and without a word I left her and the 
big cabbage and went stra igh t to my 
people and got me another wife to 
prove to the first one th at she had 
lied.”

Father Palladino was born a t Di- 
lecto, Italy, about 30 miles from 
Genoa, on August 15, 1837. He re­
ceived his education a t the Petit Sém­
inaire in Genoa and then to Stazzlus. 
Early in life he decided to take holy 
orders and a t the age of 18 entered 
the Society of Jesus as a novice. He 
continued his studies for the priest­
hood in German Tyrol and in France, 
completing his course a t Monaco. His 
ordination came in 1863, a t Nice, 
and in the fall of that year was sent 
to California to be professor of Latin 
and Greek a t St. Ignatius college in 
San Francisco. From there he went 
to a  college a t Santa Clara, w'here he 
remained until 1867, coming thence 
to Montana.

For four years he was in charge of 
the St. Ignatius mission on the F lat- 
head reservation and in 1871 was 
transferred  to Helena, continuing his 
work there for 16 years. In 1887 
he was recalled to St. Ignatius and 
assigned a larger territo ry , which 
included the Missoula valley. Thence 
again he went to  Helena and a fte r 
six years more in th a t parish he went 
to  Spokane as president of Gonzaga 
university, going frt>m there  a t the 
close of one year to  Seattle and the 
next year returning to  Missoula, 
where he labored for eight years. 
Changes of pastorate took him to 
Idaho and North Yakima, W ash., but 
in  1910 he was returned to  Missoula 
as assistant pastor. He has contin­
ued to make th a t city his home since 
his retirem ent

W hen his work during the te rr i­
torial days is recalled, he is modest 
in the extreme. He considers he was 
the mouthpiece of his Master, doing 
to  others as he would be done by, and 
disclaims the credit so justly  his of 
having helped and often taking the 
lead in hewing for the  present out 
of the wilds of the  primitive. Com­
m enting upon his labors among the 
Indians, he said:

I knew all the chiefs with the ex­
ception of those at the head of the 
Flathead tribe before I came to the 
mountains, and of these I liked Chief 
Victor best. He was a man of dis­
tinguished parts and a very estimable 
man. Then there was Chief Chariot. 
People today always spell that wrong. 
They spell it  Charlos, which gives It 
a Spanish meaning, but it Is Chariot, 
a French name.

I started my writing on the oc­
casion of the fiftieth anniversary of 
the founding of St. Mary’s mission.

was asked by Bishop Brondell to  
put together some items for the gol­
den jubilee and I did so. After 1 
had finished he told me my work 
would not do, suggesting that I had 
better write a history of the church 
in Montana. That took a consider­
able time and from it came the book 
which I have now completed In more 
detail.”

A NEW OIL LAMP FREE
Burns 94% Air

E. P. Johnson, 009 W. Lake St., Chicago, 
111., the inventor of a wonderful new oil 
lamp that burns 94 per cent air and beata 
iras or electricity, la offering to give one 
free to the first user In each locality who 
will help Introduce it. Write him for par­
ticular*. Agents wanted.


