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Chinese Youngsters Fraternize With Invaders
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By ELMO SCOTT WATSON

HE date is September 
17, 1787.

The place is Independ
ence Hall in Philadelphia, 
where a little more than 11 
years ago a group of 56 men 
had gathered to sign a docu
ment which declared that 

these United Colonies are 
and by right ought to be free 
and independent states.

Now another group of men 
—55 this time—has gathered 
here to sign another docu
ment, and it is even more im
portant than the Declaration 
of Independence. With it, 
they hope, the people of the 
United States will “form a 
more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic 
Tranquillity, provide for the 
common defense, promote 
the general Welfare and se
cure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Poster-

Ip

T ' ' Ï:

wJi «■m■
„ I '1 |S|& ss$S§*

. xHmk m WÄ- «xxxxx.xxxxxxxxx:
-xx-':& ri ' Pi

Si. *j ifM WMMMM
I»

.ixm :l,i , «iiiii«»j if Htxx...M
.X ill

SiI
X: : • ;

;:- 1» j1 ? \■ ;i;x:x
L '' ' £
I

'"wmm

xï::(( S
■p ;I^<3 ;i$?::x.

V99 yvvrV P*
Pi
-S.....

.
:k yvip:>i? ■ 53gif ••. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . V:::mr*

Two small Chinese boys seen pleasantly associating with officers at the Japanese headquarters at Fenatai 
China, during a lull in the fighting with the Chinese troops in that area of the North.M:
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(From the painting by Albert Herter in the Supreme Court, State Capitol, Madison, Wis.)

Once when they had reached 
an impasse, he suggested that the 
delegates seek guidance in 
prayer. What if this did bring 
from Alexander Hamilton the 
sneering retort that “no foreign 
aid was needed”—a thrust at 
Franklin’s well-known fondness 
for the French? Franklin could 
afford to ignore the taunt, for his 
suggestion of the efficacy of 
prayer somehow shamed the an
gry delegates into a more reason
able frame of mind and the busi
ness of the convention went on.

There remained innumerable 
points of difference, of course, all 
of which resulted in exhaustive— 
and exhausting—debate. But the 
delegates were mainly divided on 
the question of whether, in the 
new government, one state’s in
fluence should be equal to that of 
any other state and should be 
based on population. Edmund 
Randolph of Virginia and William 
Paterson of New Jersey submit
ted plans which were diametric
ally opposed.

Randolph advocated represen
tation in the two houses of con
gress according to population and 
Paterson wanted only one house 
of congress and an equal vote for 
each state. Then Stephen John
son of Connecticut had proposed
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Xtions in an effort to compose a 

masterpiece which would be ac
ceptable to everyone.

At last the finished product was 
given to a “committee on style” 
to polish up its phraseology. Out 
of that committee, headed by 
Gouvereur Morris of Pennsyl
vania, had come the sonorous, 
“We, the people of the United 
States, in order to form a more 
perfect Union, etc., etc.” as the 
preamble of the completed doc
ument which they would now be 
asked to sign on this seventeenth 
day of September in the Year of 
our Lord, 1787.

There are still a few who are 
unwilling to sign. Morris wins 
over some of them by suggesting 
that they approve of the docu
ment as representatives of their 
states, even though they may dis
approve of it personally. Three 
of them are obdurate. Elbridge 
Gerry of Massachusetts and Ed
mund Randolph and George Ma
son of Virginia still will not sign.

Doubts and Fears.

But there are enough of the 
others who will sign to guarantee 
that their labors have not been in 
vain. Even so, they are none too 
sure that they have wrought well 
and, instead of a feeling of ela
tion that their task is ended, 
there is an atmosphere of doubt 
and gloom in the room as the 
convention adjourns. That atmos
phere is reflected in the letter 
which George Washington will 
write to the Continental Congress 
in submitting the final draft of 
the Constitution. In it he said:

In Convention, September 17, 1787.
SIR, we have now the honor to submit 

to the consideration of the United States 
in Congress assembled, that Constitution 
which has appeared to us the most ad- 
viseable.

The friends of our country have long 
seen and desired, that the power of mak
ing war, peace and treaties, that of levy
ing money and regulating commerce, 
and the correspondent executive and 
judicial authorities should be fully and 
effectually vested in the general govern
ment of the Union; but the impropriety 
of delegating such extensive trust to 
one body of men is evident—Hence re
sults the necessity of a different organi
zation.

It is obviously impracticable in the 
foederal government of these States to 
secure all rights of independent sover
eignty to each, and yet provide for the 
Interest and safety of all—Individuals 
entering into society, must give up a 
share of liberty to preserve the rest. 
The magnitude of the sacrifice must de
pend as well on situation and circum
stance, as on the object to be obtained.
It is at all times difficult to draw with 
precision the line between those rights 
which must be surrendered, and those 
which may be reserved; and on the pres
ent occasion this difficulty was increased 
by a difference among the several States 
as to their situation, extent, habits, and 
particular interests.

In all our deliberations on this subject 
we kept steadily in our view, that which 
appears to us the greatest interest of 
every true American, the consolidation 
of our Union, in which is Involved our 
prosperity, felicity, safety, perhaps our 
national existence. This Important con
sideration, seriously and deeply im
pressed on our minds, led each State 
in the Convention to be less rigid on 
points of inferior magnitude, than might 
have been otherwise expected; and thus 
the Constitution, which we now present, 
is the result of a spirit of amity, and of 
that mutual deference and concession 
which the peculiarity of our political 
situation rendered indlspensible.

That it will meet the full and entire 
approbation of every State is not per
haps to be expected: but each will doubt
less consider, that had her interests been 
alone consulted, the consequences might 
have been particularly disagreeable or 
injurious to others; that it is liable to 
as few exceptions as could reasonably 
have been expected, we hope and be
lieve, that it may promote the lasting 
welfare of that country so dear to us 
all, and secure her freedom and happi
ness, is our most ardent wish.

With great respect. We have the honor 
to be, SIR, Your Excellency’s Most 
Obedient and humble Servants.
GEORGE WASHINGTON. PRESIDENT.

By unanimous Order of the Convention.
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As the last signature had been 
affixed, Benjamin Franklin had 
pointed to the sun that was paint
ed on the back of George Wash
ington’s chair and said to a fel
low-delegate: “Painters have al-
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enough for all those things! 
During the last 10 years (since 
November 15, 1777) the new 
republic, founded by the 56 
signers of the Declaration, 
has been trying to function 
under the Articles of Confed
eration and it hasn’t been very 
successful. There has been 
little enough tranquillity, 
none too much of justice or 
common defense or general 
welfare. As for a “perfect 
Union”—well, there was more 
than one despairing citizen 
who called his country the 
dis-United States!

So the 55 men, who had gath
ered here on May 14, 1787, to 
frame a durable form of govern
ment, knew what a stern task 
there was ahead of them. It was 
a familiar enough scene to six of 
them—Roger Sherman, Benja
min Franklin, Robert Morris, 
George Clymer, James Wilson 
and George Read. They saw in 
this room the same furnishings 
which had been here on that July 
day 11 years ago when they 
signed the American Magna 
Charta. There was the same 
massive mahogany desk and high 
back chair in which John Han
cock had sat as he presided over 
the deliberations of the 58 im
mortals who were risking their 
lives by placing-their signatures 
on that “instrument of sedition.” 
Near it was the chair in which 
had sat the secretary who record
ed their proceedings — Charles 
Thomson.

But now, Maj. William Jackson 
occupied Charles Thomson’s 
place and, instead of John Han
cock, another man sat in the 
“president’s chair.” His indom
itable courage even in the “times 
that tried men’s souls,” his will 
to win, his unshaken faith had 
made independence a living real
ity instead of just a vague ideal 
to be hoped for. So it was only 
right that George Washington 
should preside over the delibera
tions of the men who were to 
shape the destinies of the nation 
he had striven so mightily to 
bring into being. And, in all truth, 
they would need his strong hand 
to guide them during the next 
four months.

Four Bitter Months.

For those were to be four 
months of debate, argument, con
troversy and bitterness as per
sonalities and opposing view
points clashed and men’s tem
pers grew short in the sultry heat 
of one of the hottest summers 
Philadelphia had ever known. 
Wrestling with the tremendous 
task of trying to save a nation 
from chaos and working behind 
closed doors and closed windows, 
they suffered terribly from the 
heat—and they also suffered from 
inutterable weariness with the 
long-windedness of some of the 
speakers!

More than once the great Vir
ginian had almost despaired in 
this stifling room just as he had 
almost despaired on the snowy 
hillsides of Valley Forge. For at 
times it seemed certain that the 
convention would break up with 
its task unfinished—and he knew 
that meant the end of the fed
eral union for which he had 
fought during those long years 
from 1776 to 1781. But more than 
once the cool head of wise old 
Ben Franklin had saved the day.
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mp II ! Sixteen-year-old Mile. Sasi Naz, 
beautiful Egyptian girl who will be
come formally engaged to eighteen- 
year-old King Farouk I of Egypt in 
an ancient ceremony at Alhar 
mosque, it was announced recently. 
Mile. Naz is a commoner whose 
name means “the pure rose.”
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William J. Clothier of Philadelphia presents the Casino Challenge cup 
to Don Budge and the consolation cup to Bobby Riggs, whom the red
headed giant defeated in the final round of the Newport Casino Invita
tion Tennis tournament at Newport, R. I., 6-4, 6-8, 6-1, 6-2.

WOUNDED BY JAPS G. O. P. Leaders See Better Days Ahead
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Sir Hugh Knatchbull-Hugessen, 
British ambassador to China, victim 
of an attack by Japanese aviators 
while he was riding in a car flying 
the union jack. The attack caused 
grave international complications 
and aroused British public opinion 
to the fighting pitch. The ambassa
dor was struck by machine gun bul
lets and wounded in the abdomen, 
one of the bullets penetrating as 
far as his spine.

.
Groundwork for the 1938 congressional elections was laid at a meet- , 

ing of Republican party leaders in Washington recently. Leaders from 
1{> states met with National Chairman John Hamilton to map strategy 
and predicted better days ahead for the G. O. P. Photograph shows, left 
to right, seated, John Tyrrel of Illinois, John Hamilton, chairman, and 
James F. Thompson of Michigan. Back row: Ed D, Schoör of Ohio, 
and William S. Murray of New York.
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GEORGE WASHINGTON

a compromise of two houses, with 
an equal representation in the 
senate and a proportionate one in 
the house. His colleague, Oliver 
Ellsworth, moved the adoption 
of this plan and thus the first im
portant compromise was effect-
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ways found it difficult to distin
guish in their art a rising from 
a setting sun, and I have often 
and often in the course of this 
session, and the vicissitudes of 
my hopes and fears to its issue, 
looked at that behind the Presi
dent without being able to tell 
whether it was a rising or setting 
sun. But now at length I have 
the happiness to know that it is 
a rising and not a setting sun.”

Prophetic Ben Franklin! One 
hundred and fifty years later a 
President of the United States 
will be calling upon his fellow- 
Americans to honor this date of 
September 17 and in so doing “af
firm our debt to those who or
dained and established the Con
stitution . . we shall recognize
that the Constitution is an endur
ing instrument fit for the govern
ing of a far-flung population of 
more than one hundred and thir
ty million, engaged in diverse 
and varied pursuits, even as it 
was fit for the governing of a 
small agragrian nation of less 
than four million 
think afresh of the founding of 
our government under the Con
stitution, how it has served us in 
the past and how in the days to 
come its principles will guide the 
nation ever forward.”

® Western Newspaper Union.
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gigMore Compromises.

Then there arose the trouble
some problem of regulation of 
commerce by congress. It was 
filled with as much cause for dis
sension as the question of repre
sentation in congress. But the 
differences of opinion were ironed 
out to the satisfaction of all con
cerned and this danger was avert
ed. Next the dispute over slavery 
came up to plague the Constitu
tion-makers. But, by making cer
tain concessions to the Southern 
states, again they carried the ship 
of state safely over the breakers 
of sectional interest.

And thus it went on and on- 
wrangle, dispute, threat, com
promise. Finally, on July 26 the 
convention had turned over the 
job of making a final draft of the 
Constitution to a “committee on 
detail.
August 26. When the delegates 
returned to their labors, there 
was dispute again as they care
fully studied over every sentence 
and every paragraph of the draft 
laid before them by the commit
tee. They tried to fix exact def
initions, wherever it seemed nec
essary, and they made altera-
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Precision leg work of the famous "Fetes Française” ballet troupe is timed by Gene Snyder, co-director of 

the group. The revue, which was one of the hits of the Paris International exposition, arrived in New York 
recently for an engagement at a leading night club.


