
THE LEAGUE IN OTHER STATES
PEOPLE WANT

STATE PLANT
PROMISES BEFORE ELECTION

TO BE MADE GOOD, IF THE
LEAGUE CAN FORCE NOR-

BECK TO DO IT

The great question now agitating
the minds of the South Dakota peo-
ple is, shall the state have a state-
owned packing plant?

The reason why this important
question is now uppermost in -the
minds of the people of the state is
that a great political campaign has
just closed in which this question was
an issue, and all the political parties
participating in the campaign pledged
themselves in their platform declara-
tions to the proposition.

Of course the Nonpartisan Lea-
gue was the first advocate of the
proposition of a state-owned pack-
ing plant, as this has been one of
its cardinal principles from the
beginning, but the other parties
realized the idea was gaining
ground and in order to try
to hea e League they stole
the p1 the Lague plat-

ted it in their plat-
1eague compelled the

es to get into the band

I of the Republican candidates
ran on a platform pledging state-own-
ed packing plants and other utilities
andl it seems that the people have
taken them at their word and entrust-
ed the job to them.

And the people must have been in
dead earnest about the.matter, for at
the same time they elected Governor
Norbeck and his party associates on
this state-ownership platform, they
also adopted by a large majority the
constitutional amendment permitting
the state to engage in this enterprise.
And not only the people who voted
for Norbeck wanted this packing
plant, but all the people who voted
for the other tickets also favored the
proposition, because all the platforms
favored it.ravorea it.

So we must take it for grant-
ed that the people of South Da-
kota really want a state-owned
packing plant.. And this state is
supposed to be a democracy, and
the majority of the people have a
right to rule.
Therefore, we assume that we are

going to have the plant.
And that it is badly needed there

can be little doubt.
South Dakota is quite a stock rais-

ing state.. As it is now the producers
and consumers of the meat must pay
the freight on the stock to the cen-
tral markets and then pay the freight
on the meat back. This is a dead loss
iKhich the producers and consumers
must share, for it is certain that the
packers do not lose it or else they
could *not reap millions of dividends
which the reports to the government
show.

For the benefit of those unsophis-
ticated individuals who are swallow-
ing the paid dope now appearing in
the "kept press" and who believe that
the great packing institutions ,we de-
sire to call attention again to por-
tions of the report of the Federal
Trade Commission who spent months
investigating the profits and meth-
ods of the packers. Their report
shows that the packing combination
is the BIGGEST AND MOST UN-
SCRUPULOUS MONOPOLY IN THE
WORLD, but in the face of this re-
port the packers are painting them-
selves in their own paid ads, as be-
ing the most lily-white philanthropists
in the civilized world.

Accompanying the report of the
commission was a letter addressed to
President Wilson and signed by the
commissioners, William B. Colver,
John Franklin Fort and Victor Mur-
dook. It is a summary of the whole
report and we quote from it as fol-
lows:

"The commission, through Mr.
Heney, had to meet DELIBER-
ATE FALSIFICATION of returns
properly required under legal au-
thority; we had to meet schools
for witnesses where employes
were coached in anticipation of
their being called to testify in an
investigation ordered by you and
by the congress of the United
States; we had to meet a sittu-
tion created by the DESTRUC-
TION OF LETTERS and DOCU-
MENTS vital to this investiga-
tion: we had to meet a CONSPIR-
ACY in the preparation of an-
swers to the lawful inquiries of
the commission.

"In answering directly. your
question as to whether or not
there existed MONOPOLIES,
CONTROLS, TRUSTS. OR RES-
TRAINTS OF TRADE, OUT OF
HARMONY WITH THE LAW
AND THE PUBLIC INTEREST
we have found conclusive evidence
that warrants unqualified affirm-
ative.

"It appears that five great
packing concerns of the cquntry
-Swift. Armour, Morris, (udahy
and Wilsona-have attained such
dominant positions that THEY
CONTROL AT WILL THE MAR.
KET in which they buy their sup-
plies, the market in which they
sell their products, and hold the
fortunes of their competitors in
their hands.

"Not only the business of gath-
ering, preparing andaselling meat
products in their ebotrol, but an
almost countless number of by-
product industries are similar-
ly dominated and not content with
reaching out for mastery as to
commodities which substitute for
meat and its by-products, THEY
HAVE INVADED ALLIED IN-
DUSTRIES AND EVEN UNRE-
LATED ONES.

"PRODUCERS of livestock are

at the mercy of these five com-
panies because they have control
of the market anad marketing fa-
cilities and, to some exteat, the
rolling stock which transports the
product to market.

"THE COMPETITORS of these
five concerns ARE AT THEIR
MERCY because of the control of
the market places storage facili-
ties and the refrigerator cars for
distribution.

"THE CONSUMER of meat
products is at the mercy of these
five corporations because both
producer and competitor are
helpless to bring relief."

SICAIUGHT WITH
THE DOCKAGE

(N. D. Leader)
A bunch of farmers near Nome just

received another dividend on their
$16 League investment. It wasn't
much, but it amounted to $5, $6 and
$7 each, but they valued it BECAUSE
IT WAS RIGHTFULLY THEIRS
AND HAD BEEN TAKEN AWAY
FROM THEM.

The buyer for the Great Western
Elevator Company had been docking
barley. One farmer who wore a
"we'll stick" button, knew that was il-
legaL and notified Chief Deputy Grain
Inspector McGovern, who had all far-
mers notified to meet at Nome a few
days ago.

Mr. McGovern inspected the books
of the Great Northern at Nome, fig-
ured out how much each farmer had
coming and the buyer paid the farm-
ers what they had coming-and did
not argue about it either.

Farmers of North Dakota know
that the Grain Inspection Depart-
ment will protect them, because North
Dakota has the best grain inspection
law to be found in the United States.

Elevator men can't dock barley and
oats.

The farmer does not have to take
what the elevator man gives him,
because he can send in a 5 pound sam-
ple AND THE ELEVATOR COM-
PANY HAS TO SETTLE ACCORD-
ING TO THE WAY THE INSPEC-
TION DEPARTMENT GRADES
AND DOCKS THE GRAIN. Of
course the elevator can appeal for a
milling test but Mr. McGovern's fig-
ures were only corrected ONCE IN
THE PAST TWO CROP YEARS.

And the elevator man can't refuse
to buy your grain either. He is given
to understand that the elevator is for
the service of the people and if he
refuses to buy your grain unless he
buys it on his own terms he can't do
business in North Dakota.

There is one thing your $16 has ac-
complished, and buyers who have tried
to dock barley and oats, steal 30
pounds per load, cheat in weights and
grades have learned something. They
will learn something more before the
next session of the legislature ad-
journs.

We stuck-We won!

It would be idle to contend that the
menace to civilization is removed by
.the defeat of Germany. The long
struggle has weakened the fiber of
civilization. There is poverty and
near-famine in many lands and dis-
content and hatred and jealousy. Only
in the allied nations, which went to
war for more exalted purposes than
national aggrandizement, is the high
moral tone sustained. And unless
this spirit is utilized today to hal the
wounds they will fester and produce
another conflict. - BELLINGHAM
(WASH.) JOURNAL.

GOING SOME!
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TRYNG OUT THE NEW MOUNT. "OLD GANG." FOR THE HELENA MEET
(Sired by Repubican, a Dam eeat)

NARROW MARGIN MARK
LEGISLATIVE CONTESTS

OFFICIAL CANVASS SHOWS FARMERS MIGHT HAVE WON MUCH
MORE IN LEGISLATU RE IF THEY HAD BET-

TER ORGANIZATION.

(Minnesot a Leadey)

Less than 300 votes separated the
winning gang candidates from farm-
ers indorsed by the Nonpartisan
league in seven senatorial contests.
In the race for the lower house less
than 300 votes separated the winaers
and the League men in 11 contests.
These facts are shown by examina-
tion of the official report just made
by the state canvassing board.

The result of the election In sev.
eral of the counties proves that .a
little more organization and a lit-
tle more work would have given
the League seven more senators
and 11 more representatives.
The closest shave given the old

gang was in the sixty-sixth senatorial
district, in which James Cumming, de-
feated Thomas Vollum,, League man,
by 32 votes. Additional interest was
lent to the Cumming-Vollum race be-
cause the League farmers had first
indorsed Cumming. When Cumming
repudiated the indorsement the
League farmers of Polk county trans-
ferred their allegiance, to Vollum.
Cumming owes his election to several
hundred voters forgetting to vote for
state senator. In the event Vollum
contests the election he has a good
chance to overcome Cumming's small
lead.

Wins by 34.
Another senatorial race almost as

close was in the twelfth district, where
F. E. Lindsay defeated C. F. Nor-
wood, League man, by 34 votes. Nor-
wood carried Lincoln and Pipestone
counties but lost Murray county.

In the sixty-seventh district J. G.
Holmstrom, League man, was defeat-
ed by Nels S. Hegnes by 45 vgtes.
Holmstrom carried Kittson and Ros-
eau counties, but lost Marshall county
by 461 votes.

Lewis C. Spooner of Morris, League
candidate, who was defeated by F. L.
Cliff in the forty-eighth district by
98 votes, is contesting the election.

In the sixty-fourth district John L.
Wold won a "smashing victory" of 95
votes over Emil Nilson, indorsed by

PROFIT IS G000
CASH PATRIOTS
ROB LIKE HEROS

PACIFIC AND EASTERN LINE
HEAD, IN LETTER TO CAL-

DER, CALLS COSTS
EXCESSIVE.

New York, Dec. 7.-"Steel cargo
ships should not have cost the Ship-
ping Board more than $75 a ton, even
under war conditions," stead of $250
a ton actual cost to the board, accord-
ing to Phillip Mason, vice president
and general manager of the Pacific
& Eastern Steamship company. In
an open letter to United States Sena-
tor Calder he attacks the latter's dec-
laration of the necessity of "charging
off $200 a ton" as war expenses, say-
ing it would meqp charging off over
$8,000,000,000.

Manson's letter berates American
shipowners as unpatriotic, saying
the "$250 a ton, the approximate
cost of the ships tq the Shipping

the League. Nilson carried Norman
county but lost Mahonomen. Other
close contests lost by League candi-
dates were:

Forty-ninth district-F. H. Peter-
son defeated Knud Wefald by 158
votes.

Fiftieth district-Ole O. Sageng
defeated Martip W. Odland by 275
votes.

Third distrect-J. A. Carley defeat-
ed Peter Schafer by 467 votes.

Fifty-fifth district-Richard Ham-
er defeated Fay Cravens by 430 votes.
The candidacy of R. C. Dunn, deceas-
ed, cost Cravens 150 votes.

Close In Fourth.
The closest contest among the can-

didates for representative was. in the
fourth district. O. E. Hammer de-
feated Thomas E. Kennedy, League
man, by 23 votes.

Another narrow squeak for the
gang was in the sixty-fifth district
where Martin O. Sortedahl won over
Felix Grandbois, Leaguer, by 52
votes. Other close contests lost by
Leaguers were:

Fifth district-Harry C. Trow-
bridge defeated C. B. Christianson by
196 votes.

Fifteenth district-Oscar A. Swan-
son defeated Samuel Gieske by 54
votes.

Twenty-fourth district-J. O. Haug-
land defeated C. J. Arntzen by 280
votes.

Forty-fourth district--Ole Lager-
son defeated Emil P. Fredin by 146
votes.

Forty-seventh district-C. N. Nel-
son defeated Carl Lingen by 110
votes.

Fiftieth district-Elmer E. Adams
defeated J. O. Bjorklund by 106 votes.

Fifty-first district-Frank C. Mc-
Givern defeated Peter P. Peterson by
119 votes.

Fifty-third district - Charles W.
Bouck defeated J. J. Jacobson by 229
votes.

Fifty-fourth district-W. J. Darby,
defeated Olof O. Tuve by 10 7votes.

Board, is not, as you say, nearly four
times the cost of steel ships built in
Great Britain and Germany before the
war. It is more than eight times the
prewar cost of ships that were built
much better than the ships the Ship-
ping Board is getting.

Disputes Patriotism.
"American shipping men have been

either enterprising nor patriotic.
When they did go into the overseas
shipping trade they put their ships
under foreign flags so that they might
make a little more profit.'

Manson declares that "we can prof-
itably operate American ships with
no change in existing statutes, in com-
petition with shipping of other na-
tions."

Senator Calder, in addition to de-
claring the amount to be charged off
the ships as war expense, added that
it would be necessary "to evolve some
system of government aid if we hope
to compete-either by favorable cus-
toms laws or by the government ac-
tually paying in cash so much a ship
per annum the difference the cost of
labor on American ships as against
labor on foreign vessels."

Crime and Betrayal.
With regard to the charging off of

the $200, Manson declared "it would
be a crime and a betrayal of the Amer-
ican people, who have made heavy
sacrifices to pay the billions of dol-
lars expended by our government for
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ORGANIZERS WANTED
The Chamber of Commerce of the United States, in a recent let-

ter to thousands of business men over the dbuntry to inaugurate a
drive to organize this group of producers (?) of wealth, said among
other savory things: "Nothing can stop the driving power of effec- -
tive organization, well directed; organized co-operation means sac-
cess."

These fellows who organize for the purpose of extracting the life
blood of the farmers and the other workers, have no doubt as to the
efficacy of organized effort. Somewhat strangely, perhaps, the far-
mers throughout the northwest have reached this same conclusion.
They have discovered that to meet organized greed they must use the
same weapon-ORGANIZATION. This they are doing tjhrough the
NATIONAL NONPARTISAN LEAGUE.

The demand'for earnest, intelligent men to explain tile program
and purpose of the NONPARTISAN LEAGUE OF FARMERS is so
= great that it can not be satisfied. Here is an opportunity to render a -
service which means more and better life for mankind and at the same
time receive a very good remuneration for your time and effort. This
is a field in which you need have no fear of losing your job. If you
are prepared to do this kind of work, there is no danger of being

= "fired."
This work should commend itself to returned soldiers, especially

those who have had some "real" experience.
Those who wish to engage in work which is interesting, educative,

remunerative ,and which offers a study of human nature as almost no
other work will, should write to the

NATIONAL NONPARTISAN LEAGUE,
Box 1625, Greit Falls, Mont.
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TONNAGE TAX
FIGHT IS ON

REAL TONNAGE TAX TO BE
ENACTED BY NEXT LEG.-

ILATURE.

FARMER LABOR MEN
READY FOR BATTLE

VAIN FIGHT WAGED FOR 12
YEARS BY UNORGANIZED

MAJORITY.

Nonpartisan league legislators in
the coming session of the Minnesota
legislature will be ready for business
with the first tap of the gong.
They have prepared, ready for in-

troduction on the first day when new
bills can be introduced, a tonnage tax
bill. It is a real tonnage tax bill.
When it becomes law it will compel
the steel trust for the first time to
disgorge, in taxation, a portion of
the millions that the trust has been
taking from the natural resources of
Minnesota.

After 12 years of fighting on the
part of the people to get something
like fair taxation of iron ore, it ap-
pears certain that the 1919 session
of the legislature will see the bill
passed by both houses and GOVERN-
OR J. A. A. BURNQUIST FORC-
ED, BY PRESSURE OF PUBLIC
OPINION, TO SIGN IT.

iti ships. The admitted purpose in
charging this off is to sell the ships
to private parties at $50 a ton. There
is plenty of evidence that it is the pur-
pose of the Shipping Board to sell the
government's merchant ships at the
"charged off" price to the Internation-
al Mercantile Marine and other steam-
ship companies especially favored by
the board.

"To add to the infamy of the thing,
the veiy people who have profited
most are to get these same ships back
for a small fraction of their cost."

Result of Organization.
This result will be due to the fact

that organized farmers will be repre-
sented in the legislature for the first
time, through their organization, the
National Nonpartisan league, and to
the fact that working with them will
be the organized city workers.

The history of the tonnage tax bill
in the past has been a story of the
fight of an unorganized majority, who
were in favor of the law, against an
organized minority, who were opposed
to it.

The story of the tonnage tax starts
with the 1907 session of the legisla-
ture, when Henry O. Bjorge of LAke
Park got the idea that the steel trust
was getting away with too large a
share of the natural resources of
Minnesota without paying its fair
share of taxation. He introduced a
bill providing for the placing of a tax
on each ton of ore as it was taken
from the ground. THE FRIENDS OF
THE STEEL TRUST were too active
and the bill got nowhere.

Won in 1909.
But in the next two years the peo-

ple of Minnesota heard a good deal of
the tonnage tax. They approved the
principle. The legislature that was
elected in 1908 heard the voice of the
people and Bjorge succeeded in get-
ting his bill passed by both houses
when the legislature met in 1909.

But it was still a case of an unor-
ganized majority against a highly or-
ganized minority. Governor Johnson
vetoed the bill, after it had been pass-
ed by both houses of the legislature,
ahd the steel trust breathed easier
again.

It was for the time a body-blow for
the people. In the 1911 and 1913 ses-
sions of the legislature, the steel trust
was active and its friends both years
prevented a tonnage tax from pass-
ing. So active were the highly or-
ganized enemies of the tonnage tax
bill that in 1915 it was seen that
there wos no hope for it in a reac-
tionary legislature and no bill was
introduced.

Trust Wins Again.
But in 1917 the tonnage tax men

got busy again. With a tremendous
popular demand for fair taxation ofthe ore that the steel trust was tak-
ing, millions of tons each year, from
the state, a tonnag'e tax bill was
passed by a big majority in the house.
Then the steel trust got busy. Dele-
gations were brought from the range
country to the capitol to use their in-
fluence with the senators, advantage
was taken of every minor defect in
the law that was introduced to align
labor against the measure, and the
bill finally was beaten in the senate.

But at the coming session of the
MLinnesota legislature there is a new
situation. Instead of an unorganized
majority in favor of the measure
there is an organized majority in
favor of it. Apparently nothing but
Governor Burnquist's veto power can
prevent a tonnage tax measure from
becoming law and there is a serious
doubt whether Burnquist will DARE
to exercise his veto power.

It will not intaerfere in any waywith local revenues. The towns ofthe range country will.be able to levy
upon Oliver Iron Mine company prop-
erty, just as they are now doing, to
raise local taxes. The new law
simply will provide a surtax, due the
state, on account of the natural re-sources which the steel trust is now
takint out, by the millions of tons,
never to be replaced.

We haven't noticed where the plu-tocrats have any feeling of gratitude
or respect toward the common people
who have so generously put the public
utilities and the great natural re-
sources in their hands. Rather itlooks as if the pearl-fed swine tookpleasure in rending them. Perhaps
we should have paid more attention tothe scriptural injunction.

It may seem strange that the big
interests who have always preachedlaw and order while they could steal
within the law, now turn to mob vio-lence when farmers and city workees
enter politics to change the laws. But
what is more naturalt It is the pow-
er to steel and not the old camou--lage that eounts with them.


