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PRINCE BISMARCK IS DEAD. 
Germany's Greatest Statesman Passes Away 

. at His Home at Friedrichsruhe. 

WAS CONSCIOUS NEARLY TO THE END 

His Family Was at His Bed Side, and the 
End  Had  Been  Ca lmly  Awai ted  by  Al l  

For Several Days. 
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Priedrichsrulie, July 30,11:20 p. m.— 
Prince Bismarck died shortly before 11 
o'clock tonight. The end came peace
fully. 

The death of the ex-C'liancellor cauie 
as a surprise to all Europe. Despite 
the family's denials there was an un
dercurrent of apprehensiou when the 
sinking of: the Trince was first an
nounced, inspired more by what the 
family left unsaid than by any infor
mation given. But when the daily 
bulletins chronicled improvements in 
the Prince's condition, detailed his ex
tensive bills of fare, and told of his de
votion to his pipe the public accepted 
Dr. Schweninger's assertion when lie 
said there was no reason why Bismarch 
should not reach the age of J»0 years. 

The reports were deemed to be a 
repetition of the alarm that Prince 
Bismarck was in extremis, which has 
been oft repeated in the past. All the 
Saturday papers in Europe dismissed 
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(jlliiipben of Ills Character. 

Not only in the great affairs of state, 
but in theleveryday matters of his per
sonal life and in the manner of con
ducting business Bismarck was a re
markable man. A writer who was fa
miliar with the Count has written the 
following of his life while at the head 
of German affairs: 

"Bismarck is an early riser. He 
seems to consider himself a sentinel on 
duty. lie begins his work early, but 
only such matters as art of the utmost 
importance are brought to him. The 
details of unimportant work he leaves 
to ethers. His son, Count Herbert 
Bismarck, who bids fair to become a 
great diplomat some day, shoulders 
most of it. 

"lie sleeps in an unpretentious and 
plainly furnished room. Like the old 
Emperor, he likes a military cot or iron 
bedsie;td. Those who have seen his 
room say that it is so unpretending as 
to be almost uncomfortable in these 
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Bismarck with a paragraph, noting the 
improvement, while his condition Wrs 
completely overshadowed in the Eng
lish papers by the condition of the 
Prince of Wales' knee. 

It appears that the ex-Chancellor's 
death was not precipitated by sudden 
complications, but was rather the cul
mination of chronic disease—neuralgia 
of the face and inflammation of the 
veins—which kept him in constant 
pain that was borne with the iron forti
tude which might have been expected. 

Kud Begins July 30. 

The beginning of the end dates from 
July 20, when the Prince was confined 
to his bed. He had been several days 
prostrated before an inkling cf his de
cline reached the world. 

On Friday Dr. Schweninger said: 
"For the last nine days I have hard

ly changed my clothes, having been 
traveling nearly all the time between 
Berlin and Friedricharuhe, as you ncmy 
notice by my shabby velvet jacket." 

He then declared that his patient's 
lungs, stomach, and kidneys were 
sound. "As yet," said Dr. Schwenin
ger. "there is no calcification of the 
blood vessels, but the pains in his face 
and legs worry hiui and shorten his 
sleep." 

Dr. Schweninger added this verdict: 
"With his extraordinarily robust na

ture he may, excluding complications, 
reach 90." 

During Dr. Schweninger's brief ab
sence from Friedrichsruhe Dr. Chry-
sander was in constant attendance up
on the patient. Although Prince Bis
marck was extremely low on Wednes
day, he so rallied on Thursday that he 

, was wheeled to the dinner table to cele
brate with liis assembled family the 
fifty-first anniversary of his wedding. 
He never for a moment believed^hiui-
self in danger until tli# last day. 

Sticks to His Pipe. 

On Monday h£ ordered some new 
pipes, and smoked one 011 Thur.-day, 
and then conversed brilliantly on the 
topics of the day, discussing the trial 
aud sentence of M. Zola and the pi-ace 
negotiations between Spain ami the 
United Slates. 

Count von ltant/.au, the 1'iiiicu's so'.:-
in law, read to hiui fr tin a newspaper 
an obituary notice of himself, at uli cli 
he was greatly amused. lie pen 
the papers daily, and this was 01.e 
son why the family depreciated 
alarming reports as to his health. 

;ued 
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days of luxury. There are none of the 
modern conveniences which are consid 
ered necessary even by those who are 
not quite well-to-do. 

"His morning meal is a plain one 
and is usually taken in his room. After 
this such business of the nation as it is 
important for him to see and decide 
upon is brought to him. If there be 
important documents that need his 
signature, or a conference of Ministers 
or heads of departments, or if there be 
any episode of a national or interna
tional character, he informs himself 
thoroughly about it and discusses 
frankly with his son aud then with his 
chosen advisers. 

"After this he spends an hour with 
the Emperor. After his conference 
with tbe Emperor. Bismarck takes 
walk in the magnificent gardens of the 
palace and then a frugal lunch. The 
afternoon is spent in seeing a few call 
ers, or with his family, or attending to 
some state business that demands his 
attention. His dinner, at 0 o'clock, is 
the heartiest meal of the day. For the 
benefit of thousands who may like to 
know upon what the great man feasts, 
I was informed that his usual dinner 
consisted' of soup, a roast, vegetables, 
black bread, and a light wine or beer. 
He dines out occasionally, but not 
often. 

"Two or three times a*week a few of 
his chosen friends are invited to soup 
with him. After this they smoke and 
chat aud tell stories. Sometimes there 
is music, a song, and, if not, an occa
sional game of whist is indulged in, and 
at 11 o'clock the great statesman re
tires. One day dilfers little from an
other. Ilis bow of peace seems to be 
set in the sky." 

Ills ItulttB of Life, 
His rules of life, as this writer has 

laid tlfgaa down, were firm and stead
fast. Punctual to the second himself, 
he could not endure a luck of that 
quality in others. Once a German 
Grand Duke requested an interview. 
The Prince sent the answer that it 
would be a high honor for him to re
ceive the visit at ii o'clock in the even
ing. When the hour approached he 
threw off lliis undress uniform while a 
report was being delivered to him, and 
had himself dressed in a new one with 
decorations. At !):lo o'clock his royal 
Highness lliu (jraud Duke had not ap
peared. The Prince said to his valet: 
"liiiiiguie my undress coat again and 
put away the best one," and sat down 
at his writing table. The Gland Duke 
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arrived immediately after, b"t the 
Prince is said to have done his best to 
cut the conversation short. 

WThen the Prince went to Vaizin the 
Chief of the Imperial Chancery follow
ed him thither. 

Seldom did that unfortunate official 
get to bed till 4 o'clock in the morning. 
Great as the mass of work was, he was 
not even allowed a clerk. At first, in
deed, there was one at Varzin, who al
so had his meals at the common table. 
When his time was up and he had to 
make way for another subordinate he 
had the uai vete to propose to the Prince 
an exchange of photographs in remem
brance of their "work together!" After 
that no assistant clerk for the Chief of 
the Imperial Chancery even went to 
Varzin. 

Largely through the influence of his 
pietistic wife Prince Bismarck's mind 
took on a mule and more religious cast 
as he advanced in life. In his public 
career, however, he thought solely of ; 
political results for his own country, 
lie sympathized little or none at all 
with the cosmopolite humanitarianism 
ot this century, and regarded himself 
as the truest friend of peace.in Europe, 
even at the time he was preparing for 
war against Austria and France. The 
formation of the triple alliance lie re
garded as his crowning diplomatic 
triumph. 

Among all of his estates it was Fried- . 
richsruhe he loved best, and there he 
went to die. With his dogs, his gar
den, and his memories, he lived there 
like an old feudal Baron, receiving the 
people who flocked to do him honor up
on his birthdays. Upon April 1, of 
each year after his retirement he re
ceived thousands of people, who trav-
eled from all over Germany to shout 
his name in the great park before the 
house, see him bow in reply, and to 
ceremoniously drink a mug of beer in 
his honor. 

His dogs—big Danish hounds—were 
his constant companions, and he loved 
them as though they were children. 
The death of one of them moved him 
deeply, and he watched by its bedside,:: 
as he might have watched the King in 
an illness. , 

His home life had been a model of 
German peace aud happiness. His : 
wife was bis constant companion and : 
helpmeet. -Her nature was his op
posite, and her firm will struck the ; 
happy medium in her husband's fierce 
nature. Much of his time in the last ; 
years of his life was given up to direct
ing the preparation of his memoirs, 
and he was in constant consultation 
with writers, liis health has been 
gradually failing, and he was under the 
continual supervision of Professor 
Schweninger,[who guarded him night 
and day. 

So closed the life of Europe's great
est statesman, "The Empire Builder," > 
"The Man of Blcod and Iron," "The 
Iron Chancellor." He passed away a 
simple German, with nothing but the 
great mass of his wonderful achieve
ments hanging about him as a cloud. 
The world he had bended to his will in
terested him no more. 

l'roHhlent Kxprcsses Nation's Sorrow. 

Washington, D. C.,July 31.—By di
rection of the President the following 
dispatch was sent tonight to Hon. An
drew D. White, United States ambas
sador to Germany: 

"The President charges you to ex
press in the proper official quarter to 
the bereaved German nation and to the 
family of the deceased statesman the 
sorrow which the government and peo-
l le of the United States feel at the 
passing away of tbe great Chancellor, 
whose memory is ever associated with 
the greatness of the German empire. 

(Signed) ADEE, 
- Acting Secretary." 
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