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CAPTURE OF SANTA CRUZ 
Fall of the Stronghold of the 

Filipinos. 

,68 EEBELS LEFT ON THE FIELD. 

U&M • 
large Number of the Enemy Wounded 
, and Still Store Are Captured—American 

i. >' Caiu*ltli)« Are Six ,Wouii«letl—Tuctioa 
' Vied In Fighting Indian* Adopted—Sol-

diem In Squads of Twelve. 

MANILA, April 11.—General Lawton 
lias captured Santa. Cruz, at the ex
treme end of the lake. He drove the 
rebels, who were commanded by a 
Chinaman named Pao Wah, into the 
mountains. The Americans had six 
men wounded. The rebels lost 68 

^ killed and 40 wounded. 
ISanta Cruz was the Filipino strong

hold on Lake Laguua de Bay, and it 
fell into the hands of General Lawton's 
expedition after some sharp, quick fight
ing, forming one of the most interest
ing and important battles of the war. 
Hans of the American commanders 
worked perfectly with the exception 
that the progress of the expedition was 
delayed by the difficult navigation of 
the river. About 1,500 picked men 
composed ihe expedition, which was 
under the personal command of Gen
eral Lawton, on account of the illness 
of General King. These troops partly 
surrounded the city while the gun
boats Laguna de Bay, Rapiclan, and 
Oeste, under the command of Captain 
Grant of the Utah battery, shelled the 
city and outlying trenches. 

General Lawton and his staff accom
panied the troops, some times leading 
charges in Indian fighting tactics,which 
eventually resulted in the complete rout 
of the rebels, with the smallest amount 
of damage to the city and slight loss to 
the Americans. 

Delayed by Native Pilots. 
; The expedition started from San Pedro 

Macati at dusk on Saturday, intending 
to capture Santa Cruz by assault at 
daybreak. But in navigating the shal
low, tortuous Pasig river, perhaps 
through the cunning of the native pilots 
who were not anxious to see the Amer
icans successful, several boats grounded 
and it was nearly dawn when the troops 
reached the lake. The expedition theu 
steamed cautiously forward, the Rapi-
dAn and .the Oeste a mile ahead of the 

_ Laguna de Bay,' which guarded the 
rear. 

Rebel signal fires, however, were 
lighted on the mountain tops, giving 
alarm of the approach of the troops. It 
was noon before the white church 
towers of the city appeared in the 
shadow of the great volcanic mouutain, 
on a marshy plain, dotted with occa
sional palm groves. 

A casco, with a force of 200 picked 
sharpshooters under Major Weiseuber-
ger, mostly belonging to the First Wash
ington regiment, was run into a shal
low inlet about five miles south of the 
city. Then a few shells were sent to
ward the entrenchments of the rebels 
at the edge of the woods, sending the 
enemy scampering inland. Then a 
number of Americans jumped into the 
water and wading for about 100 yards 
crept forward and formed in line, cover
ing the landing of the remainder, which 
finished about 5 o'clock. 

The three troops of the • Fourth cav
alry, unmounted, were sent ashore on a 
dangerous liiarshy point, directly south 
of the city, under firo from the enemy's 
trenches. Meanwhile in the town it
self, there was utter sileucu and not a 
sign of life. 

ueueral Lawton, desiring to make an 
inspection and to give the inhabitants 
an opportunity to surrender, went 011 
bc?.rd the Laguna de Bay, and steamed 
slowly to the dock, the whole fleet 
watching anxiously. When it was dis
covered by the glasses that the trenches 
and stone buildings were swarming 
with white clad soldiers, the two boats 
withdrew, receiving volleys from tho 
trenches thrown up on the marshy 
plain north of the vcity. The flotilla 
anchored in compact formation for the 
night, ready to resist any surprises from 
the rebel gunboats supposed to be in the 
lake. 

Cumtnand Divided Into SIJIIIMU. 
At sunrise Monday the assault com

menced. The American out-lines south 
. of the city stretched two miles inland 

and with its l'.ift reaching the shore it 
moved north, while the Fourth cavalry
men on the point advanced toward the 
city pouring volleys on the trenches. 
Simultaneously the gunboats hovered 
along the shore, shelling the woods 
ahead of the troops and driving the Fil
ipinos inland. The gatling cloared sev-

' eral trenches. The whole brigade was 
divided into squads of 12 and tho fight
ing was carried on in the old tiuie fron-

; tier fashion, from behind trees, crawl-
. ing through bushes or rushing across 

the open. The trenches that were not 
cleared by the gunboats gave consid
erable resistance when the lino was 
nearing tho city, and the Laguua do 
Bay and Oeste bombarded for an hour 
in the hope of making them too warm 
for occupancy, but did not succeed in 

. i clearing them entirely. 
General Lawton with the Fourteenth 

, infantry battalions, approached a nar
row iron bridge across a creek on the 

.. south border of tho town. Here a com-
pany of Filipinos was entrenched across 
the stream and behind a stone barricade 
at the entrance to the bridge. The 
Americans rushed forward in single file 

' »• * ^ ' . <•* " 1 * "v 
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in the fa<Je of a galling hrej aemoiisn-
ing the barricade with their hands and 
drove the enemy from the trenchos, 
killing a dozen. 

The Filipino soldiers in the town, 
socreted iu various buildings and firing 
from the windows, gave tho invaders 
an interesting hour. There was a reg
ular nest of them in the stone jail, 
which is edged in by a wall. This was 
a veritable pepper pot. The Americans, 
singly or in pairs, entered the houses 
and many warriors were taken prison 
ers. 

A considerable body of Filipinos fled 

northward, crossing tho open marshes, 
but the gatliugs poured upon them a 
deadly hail until they disappeared in 
the woods, slaying dozens. 

Kiittv«*rt Pumued by ViotorloiiR Troop*. 
Major Weisenborger deployed the 

sharpshooters along the shore, ana they 
crept steadily forward, aiding the Gat-
lings. Finally a large body was sent 
against tho enemy in the woods, driv
ing them toward the mountains.. 

General Lawton established head
quarters at the elegant palace of the 
governor and a guard was immediately 
placed in the church. Within an hour 
the town was patrolled and all looting 
rigidly prevented. 

Almost all the inhabitants had fled 
during the two preceding nights and 
only a few Chineso shopkeepers have 
emerged from hiding and resumed busi
ness. 

On tho marshes north of town were 
found 40 dead Filipinos, some horribly 
torn by shell, and many others wounded, 
to whom the Americans offered their 
canteens as though they were comrades. 
A surgeon who traversed the field 
counted 80 killed and General Lawton 
will repor t at least G8. 

One Filipino, attempting to make his 
escape, slushed viciously at Major Weis-
enberger, who shot and* killed him. 

Sunday the insurgents capturred two 
men of the Fourteenth infantry, while 
unarmed, but the Americans stole the 
guns of their captors, clubbed them, hid 
in the treos over night and returned in 
the morning. Today the expedition 
will push forward, tho Americans hav
ing destroyed miles of telegraph lines, 
cutting 6ff insurgent communication 
east and west. 

Dt*litye<l TronpH Make Start. 
FORT CROOK, Neb., April 11.—A de

tachment of 41 men and noncommis
sioned officers, members of the Twenty-
second United States infantry, loft this 
post yia the Burlington lor the Philip
pine islands. ' Lieutenant Irwin of the • 
Sixteenth infantry was in oharge. The 
troops leaving yesterday were detained 
from accompanying their regiment by 
reason of sickness or other causes un-
voidable at that time. They were in 
good spirits and were anxious to join 
their comrades at the front. All of 
them are veterans of the campaign in 
Cuba. 

Suicide of Colonel Henry'* Secretary. 
PARIS, April 11.—M. Louillier, who 

was private secretary to the late Lieu
tenant Colonel Henry, who committed 
suicide at Mont Valerien fortress last 
August after confessing to having 
forged a letter largely instrumental in 
delaying Dreyfus' revision, killed him
self last evening. Louillier was a re
tired sergeant major of artillery. He 
committed suicide on receipt of a tele
gram summoning him to Paris. 

: V Alonzo Very II»»ril Pressed. 
LIMA, April 11.—Advices received 

hero iu regard to the revolution iu Bo
livia say that the situation at Oruro, 
where President Alonzo has established 
his base of operations, is desperate. It 
is added that the federalists, or insur
gents, are pushing their operations and 
that the banks of Sucre, the capital of 
Bo';via, have refused to furnish any 
funds to President Alonzo's govern
ment. 

Cuhm Highways UnHiife. 
Hoi/iUix, April 11.—The banditti 

question in this province is assuming 
much more serious proportions. In 
spite of the i'aet that there havo been 
many arrests in the neighborhood of j 
Saneti Spiritus, including the principal ! 
leaders, tho number of outlaws is in- j 
creasing instead of diminishing. The j 
gendarmes are practically worthless, j 
unless they are with American troops. ' 

Twonty-Firrtt Start* 011 Jlit Journey. < 
PLATTSIIUKU, N. Y., April 11.—The | 

Twenty-first infantry, Colonel Jacob | 
Kline, 1,400 men, left here yesterday j 

for Manila on three trains composed of ; 
14 sleepers and two baggage cars each. '< 
Five thousand people witnessed the de- ! 

parture and great enthusiasm was man
ifested. - j j 

: ' " f ! 
Martial Lnw Is Declared. ! 

SPRINGFIELD, Ills., April 11.—Gov- : 
ernor Tanner has issued a proclamation 
declaring martial law at Paua. The 
proclamation creates a distriot com
prised of Pana and all territory within 
a milo thereof and forbids all persons 
carrying arms within such district. 

Deliver tlie Rolls Today. , ' I 
HAVANA, April 11.—The military au

thorities luivo been informod that they 
will receive today the Cuban army 
muster rolls now held by the so-called 
executivja committdG'1 appointed by tho 
late • imiljitarv Rs^embty before- its dissoi; 
lutionii ! •" . i;i'! 

•tuunuuy—bufi "rises at 5:38;, sets at 
6|35. Moon sets at 8:24 p. m. 

The Weather—Iowa: Showers Tues
day, southerly winds; Wednesday fair 
and cooler. Dakotas and Nebraska: 
l'inv mid cooler Tuesday, westerly 

• MUUJA; Wednesday fair. 

DEADLY RIOT AT PANA. 
At Least Seven Killed and 

Nine Wounded. -

TR00P3 QUELL DISTURBANCE. 

Trouble nrer.hu Out Over Attempt of 
Sheriff Downey to Arrest a Threatening 
Negro—Pitched Battle Between Whiten 
and lllackn ISiitmea—Several Peraoua Hit 
by Stray Bullets. 

PANA, Ills., April 11.—A deadly riot, 
the most serious disturbance that has 
occurred her6 since the union miners 
instigated a striko in April, 1898, was 
enacted yesterday, resulting in seven 
persons being shot to doath and nine 
wounded, as follows: The dead: 

FRANK COUUKN, citizen. 
XAVIEU LECOCQ, Frenchman, union 

m i n e r .  ; , • • • •  . • • • •  •  •  
FOUR XDGRO MF.N. • 
ONE NKUIIO WOMAN. . V 
The wounded: '' 
Frank Landsworth, shot in head. 
Mrs. Henriot, shot in left arm. 
Will Kiihn, laundryman, shot in logs 

and hand. 
Cyrus Strickler, shot in back. 
Alben Yickers, shot in hand. 
George Kimball, shot in arm. 
Henry Stevens, negro, shot iu neck. 
Cass Prollitt, shot in foot. 
Carrie Felix, shot in breast. 
The situation quieted down at night

fall and 110 more trouble was looked for. 
Adjutant General Reece, Colonel A. E. 
Culver and three companies of Infantry 
arrived at 6 p. m. on special trains, and 
perfect order was maintained through
out the town from that time on. 

.. Cause of Outbreak. 

Miners stood about in groups talking, 
but there was no outward manifesta
tion of excitement, altliough it was evi
dent that great indignation existed, es
pecially among the townspeople, over 
the shooting of the citizens and women. 
Henry Stevens, a negro miner, who has 
long been considered a leader among 
his associates, is considered the direct 
cause of the riot. Stevens has long 
cherished hatred for Sheriff Downey 
and has openly made threats that he 
would kill him on sight. Yesterday he 
was on the streets with a revolver, say
ing he was looking for Sheriff Downey. 
The sheriff came upon him on Locust 
street and commauded Stevens to de
liver the revolver and told him he was 
pndjjr arrest. Stevens without a word-
instantly leveled his weapon and fired 
at the sheriff, but the bullet went wide. 
The sheriff immediately opened fire on 
the negro. Stevens took to iiis heels 
and succeeded iu gaining Pen-
well's general store and took his 
stand iu the entrance. He hesitated 
there an instant and then stepped to 
the pavement, leveled his revolver down 
the street towards his approaching pur
suer and fired. The bullet missed the 
deputy and struck Xavier Lecocq, who 
was standing in the entrance of a near
by saloon, squarely in'the forehead, 
kiLing him instantly. Stevens theu 
turned and ran into the Peuwell store 
and sought refugo behind a counter. 
By this time the streets were rapidly 
filling with men, all of whom bore 
weapons. Deputy Cheney dashed into 
the store, followed by several citizens. A 
fusillade of bullets was poured into the 
storo and Stevens emptied his revolver 
at his assailants from behind the 
counter. The infuriated crowd at the 
door continued to fire, and Stevens, see
ing that death was inevitable if he re
mained behind the counter, made a des
perate dash from his cover to a stairway 
iu the rear of the store. He fell pierced 
by six bullets before he had gone 10 feet. 
One of the bullets had gone through his 
neck, another through his back and tho 
others were of a minor nature. The 
firing stopped instantly and Sheriff 
Downey ran to the aid of the wounded 
negro and placed him under arrest.- . 

Itiot Rages lu Street. "vC.j 

Meanwhile the riot was raging iu 
the street.. As soon as the first shots 
had been fired the whistle of the elec
tric light plant was blown as a signal 
for the citizens, tho majority of whom 
had long ago been sworn in as depu
ties, to turn out armed and ready to 
fight. At the same time the miners 'of 
the Pana and Penwell mines which are 
located about four blocks distant from 

j the Penwell store, which is in the con-
ter of the town, rushed into the tipples 

; and opened fire on the thronged streets, 
! the news that Stevens, one of their 
! number, had been shot and arrested, 

arousing them to a pitch of fury. 
I They shot at any living mark. Among 
I their victims arc three women, two of 
; whom are white women wounded and 
' a negro woman dead-

Frank Coburn was standing in the 
door of his bottling works, near the 
Penwell mine, when a bullet from the 
Penwell tipple killed him. Frank 
Landsworth is a grocer's delivery boy. 

I He was delivering goods near the Pen-
! well mine and was wouuded in the 

forehead. Carrie Felix, a waitress at 
the Harrison hotel, was shot iu the side 
by a bullet that entered tho kitchen 
window from the Pana mine tipple. 
Albert Yickers was wounded while 
standing on the Big Four station plat
form, Farmer Kimball was wounded 
just as he'stepped from a Big Four 
train. Cyrus Strickler was struck by a 
bullet while sitting iu the house of a 
neighbor. 

The three dead nonunion miners aro 
Jiimes L. James, Greenville. S. U.: 

Henry Hobos and Charles Watkins, 
Alabama. The dead negro woman is 
also from the south and said to be the 
wife of a negro miner here. A dead 
negro miner was lound after nightfall 
in the road. 

It is currently rumored that Mayor 
Warren Penwell, son of the Operator of 
the Penwell mine, was in the Penwell 
mine daring the time of the shooting 
and that he remained there all night. 
The feeling against him is bitter. Cor
oner Bradley said that he had been told 
that the bodies of six more negro miners 
had been found in the Flatham district. 

CHICAGOANS CHEER ROOSEVELT. 
Governor I« Received at Hamilton Club 

lliinqnet With Great KntllUftlanm. 
CHICAGO, April 11.—Seldom, if ever 

in Chicago, has a more enthusiastic 
body, of men met around the banquet 
table than tho one which met last night 
under the auspices of the Hamilton 
club to celebrate Appomattox day and 
to greet Governor Theodore Roosevelt 
from New York, who had come from 
Albany as the guest of honor of th^ 
club. The enthusiasm was extended in 
generous measure to the other speakers 
of the evening, but the greater part of 
it was given to the governor when he 
rose to make his address on "The 
Strenuous Life." The hall was a mass 
of waving handkerchiefs and uapkins, 
and the cheers that greeted him as he 
rose prevented the speaker for many 
minutes from beginning his speech. It 
was a greeting such as one man does 
not receive more than once or twice in a 
lifetime. Fully 600 were around the 
banquet tables when President Cody of 
the club rapped for order. Before Gov
ernor Roosevelt delivered his address, 
General John C. Black of Chicago spoke 
on "Grant," and eulogized the great 
commander in a warm and.happy man
ner. Congressman Evan Settle of Ken
tucky followed with an address on 
"Lee." Charles Emory Smith of Phila
delphia closed the addresses relating to 
the civil war by an address on "The 
Union." 

Iowa Streams on the Kine. 
DES MOINES, April 11.—The Des 

Moines, Raccoon, Iowa and Cedar Rap
ids rivers are rising fast and' great dam
age is expected unless tho weather turns 
cold and prevents melting the heavy 
snows in the northern part of the state' 
Ah ice gorge has wrecked a railroad 
bridge near Fort Dodge.. The gorge has 
broken but the water is rising fast. 
There iamore snow in th,e northern 
part of the state than on any correspond
ing period for 15 years and it is melting 
at a terrific rate. Railroads are taking 
every .precaution to guard against losses 
of bridges. 

Fails to Kill His Sweetheart. 
FORT DODGE, la., April 11.—William 

S. Nelson, a young artist, giving his 
residence as St. Louis, shot and killed 
himself near Lehigh, after a futile at
tempt to murder his sweetheart, Miss 
Mae Beebe, a 17-year-old girl of Lehigh. 
Tho cause given is jealous rage. Mae 
had been receiving attention from a 
young man named Hall. Nelson went 
to her home Sunday, talked with her 
a few minutes and fired a shot which 
failed to take effect. She fled into the 
house, and he turned the weapon upon 
himself, dying in 20 minutes. 

Bl(; Profit# Iu Rubber Tires. 
SPRINGFIELD, O., April 11.— E. S. 

Kelly has returned from New York, 
where he just closed the sale of the 
Rubber Tire Wheel company to a New 
York syndicate, headed by ex-Secretary 
Whitney and Richard Croker, for $1,-
250,000. The syndicate will have abso
lute control of the business in the 
United States. The profits made by 
the local company are almost fabulous 
and tliey havo been in business but 
four years. For each $1,000 invested 
$33,000 was received. 

IH LINE OF BUTTLE, 
The Fifty.First Iowa Tastes of Real 

Warfare. 

Kill* HIK Wilo In a Crowded Store* 
ST. LOUIS. April 11.—A 5 o'clock yes

terday afternoon, when the immense 
department store of Siegel & Hillman 
was crowded with shoppers, Frank 
Callaway caused a panic by shooting 
and killing his wife, who was employed 
there as a saleswoman. Five shuts 
were fired at the woman, the bullets en
tering her head and breast, killing her 
almost instantly. Callaway gave him
self up and was taken to the Four 
Courts. 

Oklnltoiim Tr«-:i*ur«r Ai roxtiMl, 
GtmiliiK, April 11.—Frank M. 

Thompson, territorial treasurer, was ar
rested here yesterday under an indict
ment returned by the recout grand jury, 
which spent soveral weeks investigating 
the administration of territorial affairs. 
The charge is embezzlement. It is 
charged that Treasurer Thompson ap
propriated to his own use interest 
amouuting to $2,S14. 

Itlvm'H* linn 1(4 Are Full. 
ONAWA, la., April 11.—Much appre

hension is felt by the farmers living on 
the Sioux bottoms on account of the 
high water. Both the Maple and the 
West Fork are bank full and, as the 
Sioux has risen 13 feet in the last three 
days, it is feared that a repetition of tho 
flood of 1S9.J may result. • • 

• 1 _ (> > • 

l'roB I*^H{4 of t he George Trtal* 
CANTON, O., April 11.—Yesterday's 

proceedings iu th.i trial of Mrs. Ge.orge 
were devoted to proving the death and 
the cause thereof by medical testimony 
and to tracing the movements of Mrs. 
George and Saxton just before tho 
tragody to the vicinity of tho shoo tin u. 

CAPTURE OF ST. ROQUE. 

B. F. Foderberg* Writes of the First Sker-
mlsh and Some of the Honors 

of War, 

SAN ROQUE, P. I.) 
Feb. It), 1890. \ 

DEAR SISTER MINNIE: * • FC 
We came ashore two weeks ago yes

terday (Saturday) after spending 94 
days abroad the transport Pennsylvan
ia. We lauded about 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon, and at 11 o'clock that same 
evening we bad a call to arms. »Ve 
were all tired and expected to get a 
good night's rest now that we were on 
land once more, but the call to arms 
upset us completely because we knew 
tbe insurgants were not faroff.and that 
they were liable to attack at any time. 
We lined up in the street in front of 
our quarters, prepared to go to the 
trenches. We did not go, but were or 
dered back to our quarters to await for 
further orders. We had to sleep with 
our clothes on, our belt, ammunition 
and gun by our side.The nextday had to 
stay strictly in quarters, and at four 
o'clock that (Sunday) afternoon we 
went to the trenches and came back to 
quarters' Monday morning at seven. 
Then the other companies went out 
and staid until Tuesday morning when 
we, Co's. K and G, relieved them. We 
came in aeain Wednesday.morning, re
lieved again by two other companies. 

This (Wednesday, Feb. 8) afternoon 
at o o'clock Admiral Dewey gave the 
insurgents until 9 o'clock the next 
morning to surrender. If they did not 
surrender be would open fire on them. 

Before I go any further I will first 
describe, as best as I can, the position 
of the two armies, the American forces 
consisting of the 51st Iowa, two bat
teries of artillery, a company of cavalry 
in all less than 2.000 men at Cavite. 
The insurgents at San Roque with a 
force of about 30,000 infantry. Both 
armies have strong fortifications, and 
neither army could overthrow the other 
without a heavy loss to itself, and this 
the insurgents knew as> well as we did. 

Cavite and San Roque are two cities 
built on two separate peninsulas about 
100 yards apart. The causeway con
necting Cavite and SanRoqueis about 
400 yards long By 40 feet wide. 

We will go back to the day (Thurs
day )the insurgents were to give up or 
liaht. This (Thursday) morning com
panies K and B came back to the 
trenches at 7 o'clock. At 7:30 the white 
flag went up at San Roque, and of 
course we at first supposed that it had 
been put up in good faith, but it was 
not. At S:lo a tire broke out and in 15 
minutes the entire city was on fire. We 
were ordered to cross the causeway at 
once. Company K took the lead. Here 
is where we found out what we were 
good for. It took some little nerve to 
go over there, knowing what we did 
concerning their fortifications and the 
large number of their forces, but we 
went without flinching, and to our sur
prise the city had been vacated during 
the night The soldiers and their fam
ilies had gone to the mainland just be
yond the lake,, Only a few families 
and about 50 soldiers were left in the 
city, The families were old men and 
women and not able to stand tbe 
m uch, so they were simply left behind 
to take care ot themselves as best they 
could. There were a few children with 
them. 

It was a pitiful sight to behold, when 
we were going through the city, these 
old men and women and children would 
come running up to us crying and beg
ging for mercy. They bad been told by 
their priest that the American soldiers 
would kill them outright, and this they 
believed and naturally enough they ex
pected we would kill them whereever 
we saw them, and it took several days 
to convince ihem that we would not 
haim them as long as they went about 
then- own business. The soldiers kept 
out of sight as much as they could,they 
Lad been left behind to set firts. We 
shot every person that we caught set
ting fires, and a good many of them bit 
the dust on that day too. As soon as 
we l'ouud out that the soldiers had left 
the town we proceeded to follow them; 
we got as far as the lake and then 
stopped, here we have been every since 
building ritle pits and trenches, We 
are now pretty well fortified. I don't 
think that the enemy can ever drive 
us out ot here although we are few in 
number, not more than about 600 men. 
One battallion of our regimejit is in 
Manila, they are weak qver there and 
needed the men and the other battal-
1 on has to stay at Gavite to guard gov 
ernment provisions and ammunition. 

Last Thursday the enemy fired on 
our outpost, we got to tbe trenches 
double quick apd began pouring the 

lead into their ranks; they did not ad
vance as we expected they would, and-
we didn't advance because we are not" 
strong enough to do any good. We are 
now waiting for re-enforcements and 
as soon as we get it I think we will ' 
make an investigation of the enemies 
forces. 

This lake I have spoken about is a 
mile long by a halt mile wide. We are 
at the north end and the insurgents are 
at the south, our outpost and the in
surgents outpost are only about 600 
yards apart. At low tide the lake is 
almost dry; there is a heavy growth of 
under brush all through the lake and 
that is a great advantage to the natives 
because their mode of fighting is a good 
deal like the American Indian, they 
sneak upon the enemy and also do 
most of their fighting after night, we 
are at work clearing away the brush as 
fast as we can in order to have a clear 
field to fight'm. . 

Guard duty here is not as pleasant as' 
it might be. There is always danger 
of the black rascal sneaking upon the 
guard and throwing a knife into him; 
its their knife that we fear and not 
their guns, because thev are very poor 
inarksmep, they know nothing about 
handling a gun, every shot that they 
have fired at us so far have gone way 
over our heads, but they aie experts 
with the knife. , 

I haven't had my shoes off but one 
night since we lauded, we have to be 
prepared for an attack at any moment. 
We have had a great many things to 
contend with, lots of times we run 
short ou provisions and sleep on the 
ground every night. The water we 
use for cooking and drinking purposes 
much be carried a half mile, and then 
its not fit to drink until it is boiled. 

Since February 5, there has been one 
continuous tattle with the insurgents 
between here and Manila. The battle, 
began at Manila about 4 o'clock in the' 
morning; the loss on the American side 
has been very light while the insurgents 
have been losing heavily. It is claimed 
that in the first two days of the battle 
there were 5,000 insurgents killed. Our 
forces at Manila have driven them back1 

about ten miles since the fight began; 
we now have a firing line 25 miles long, 
it extends from the bay to the foot*. 
hills and the insurgents dare,not go in-; 
to the mountains. There tliey have a 
still greater enemy than we are. There, 
is another tribe there called tbe Ma-'/ 
caberbes they are only half civilized ' 
and they hate the insurgents. * • 

ieb. 14, at 4 p. no., we established a , 
fort here and raised the stars and 
stripes. The fort was named after 
Major Rice of the light artillery. Dur
ing the day its very warm butthenights 
are nice and cool. The mosquitos are 
very bad they come at a man like a 
swarm of bees. I must close my dis-
criptive letter for the present. If I 
ever get time I will try and tell you 
about our trip across the waters and 
our stay in Iloilo harbor. ; ;' BEN. J 

1 received your letter dated about the 
last of December or the first of January 
—the letter is at camp in Cavite so I 
cannot refer to it now, and that is 
five miles from here. 1 am waiting on 
the battle field, we have had one battle 
here and expect another one most any 
time. 

The way things look now since this 
last outbreak it may be that the Vol
unteer Regiments will be held here the 
full time of our enlistment, in this case 
it will be all of a year before I can get 
home, and as lor me getting a discharge 
thai is out of the question as long as I 
am well and able to stay and that I am 
at the present writing. I am enjoying 
perfect good health. I go on guard • 
agdin tonight so I will close for the 
present. It may be a day or two before 
I have a chance to mail this. With a 
good word to all, I close, 

^ Your Brothef, 
iiax. •' 

Tuesday, February 21, '99-1 was out 
ou out post last night; a boat load of 
natives attempted to pass into our 
paters but they didn't get far, as soon 
as I saw them I gave them a few shots. 
It was dark but 1 could see them mov
ing in the water. 

We will soon have more help here, 
there are several regiments of regulars 
expected here on or before the first of 
March. We can hold our own all right 
where we are. 

We have killed hundreds of dogs in 
the last few days. They are getting 
desperate from hunger, the dogs are 
killing and eating one another. We 
came across one the other day that was 
tearing the flesh from a live dog. 

These old men and women and child
ren were starving to death and the last 
few days we have been taking food to 
them. War is cruel and there is no 
mistake about that especially to those 
who live in a land where war is carried 
on. _ lhe:r homes are destroyed and 
provisions cut off; they have no, Dlace 
to go and more over they are not al
lowed to go any where. 
. Hoping to hpar that you are all en
joying good health and also trusting to 
hear from you soon »nd often, I close 
for this time. Your Brother, 

* ' BEN. FoDEuitEito. : 


