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WASHINGTON LETTER 
Timely and Interesting Gossip 

I Gleaned at National Capitol. 
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THE SENATE SNUFF BOXES 

!:, Hove President Roosevelt Helped to 
; Kntertnin the Children—New and 
(' ' Old New Year's Customs—Otli-
f. . ': • er Capitol Gossip. 

:•• Washington.—Prehistoric as is the 
snuff-taking habit, the United States 

senate still ob
serves the tradi
tion in the shape 
of the official snuff 
boxes, which are 
carefully filled at 
regular intervals 
with the finest 
and highest-priced 
snuff to be found. 
Nobody ever uses 
them now, but the 
snuff in them is al
ways fresh, and so 
it will doubtless 
be to the end of 
time. 

The boxes are 
of lacquer, four 
inches long, 2% 
wide and an inch 

Thurman Osing 
Bandanna 

His 

deep. They are fastened by screws to 
the top of the projecting ledge, one on 
each side of the d'ais upon which the pre
siding officer of the senate sits. 

The snuff boxes are in the keeping of 
the sergeant at arms of the senate, who 
buys on an average five pounds of snuff 
a year to keep them filled, and they are 
replenished twice every week with as 
much regularity as the senate is called 
to order. 

The last senator who used the snuff 
boxes was Turner, of Washington, who 
Tetired from the senate last March. Be
fore him Carter, of Montana, was an oc
casional devotee at the shrine. In com
paratively recent years Edmunds, of 
Vermont, and Thurman, of Ohio, met by 
the snuff boxes on common ground, and 
there established a friendship that was 
lasting and close until Thurman died. 

It was the senatorial snuff box that 
gave to the democratic campaign of 
1888 its famous emblem of the ban
danna. Thurman would go to the box 
on the democratic side, help himself to 
a big pinch, return to his desk and there 
execute astonishing gymnastics with 
the red bandanna which he flourished. 
The men in the press gallery, of course, 
did not overlook so picturesque a fea
ture, and" I Mis me nanaanna wuuo 
way to political history. 

official residences, like the homes of the 
cabinct, and perhaps halt a dozen pri
vate houses belonging to people who af
fect the salon still offer a gentle hos
pitality, but the indiscrimintc calling 
is no longer in good form. 

New Year's is already become very 
much like any other holiday. There is 
good reason for this. The holiday sea
son is no longer as it. once was, the gay
est part of the year in Washington. 
The railroads, with their limited ex
presses, bringing congressmen within 
easy distance of their homes, depopu
lates the town as soon as congress has 
taken its holiday recess and the offi
cial families no longer seek for enter
tainment here. 

The old local families are becoming 
more and more an unconsidered inci
dent in the life of the capitol, and tho 
wealthy people who are building the 
modern palaces out on Dupont circle 
and Massachusetts avenue do not take 
kindly to the old fashion notions of New 
Year hospitality. 

Perhaps it is just as well. The new 
order of things has its attractions as 
well as the old. There are fewer muddy 
brains as the evening of the first day 
of the year comes on and fewer aching 
heads the morning after. 

But there will always be somebody 
to regret the fine old times. 

b^r.ruor Warren 

•$e 

Tedcy W.l nc on the 
Kids 

Entertained the "Kids." 
No president of the United States ever 

did a more genuine thing than did 
President Roose-
T e l t  w h e n  h e  
turned in and 
helped serve the 
youngsters whom 
Mrs. Roosevelt had 
invited to the chil
dren's entertain
ment at the white 
house the day after 
C h r i s t m a s .  A n d  
no president's wife 
ever did a more 
wholesomely gen
uine thing than 
when Mrs. Roose
velt invited sever-

s:;al hundred chil
dren to a party 
the like of which 
w a s  n e v e r  
seen before and the memory of 
which will linger all their lives with 
the youngsters privileged to enjoy it. 

There were over 500 of them, the chil
dren of the officials in Washington, the 
army and navy officers stationed here 

-and a few others. Some limitation had 
to be made, because the white house 
would not hold all. Otherwise no limit 
whatever would have been set. 

The little tots got their invitations in 
due form, and they flocked to the white 
bouse in the company of nurses and pa
rents, to be met at the door of the east 
room by Mrs. Roosevelt, who gave each 
one a handshake and a smile and a 
word of welcome. There were attend
ants by the score to look after the 
smallest of the children, and there was 
not an untoward incident from begin
ning to end. 

After the entertainment and the 
dancing the youngsters thronged the 
state dining-room, and there the presi
dent, who happened in to see how every
thing was going, set himself to work to 
help the tots get all they wanted to eat, 
passing things with his own hands and 
enthusiastically joining in the sport. 

Senator Warren. 
Francis E. Warren, of Wyoming, is 

one of the big brained and big bodied 
men of the senate. 
There is probably 
no other member 
of that body who 
is more effective in 
legislation that he, 
and certainly no 
one in whom other 
senators place 
greater conhaence. 
They know he is 
clean and straight 
and honest, and 
that he will not 
m i s l e a d  t h e m  
e v e n  i n  l i t t l e  
t h i n g s — s o  t h a i  
when he rises in 
his place, as he oc
casionally does, and asks lor the im
mediate passage of a measure about 
which he knows a great deal and other 
senators know little, that bill is pretty 
sure to go through without the formal
ity of debate and by unanimous con
sent. 

There are not many senators who 
have this confidence of their col
leagues, and that Warren is one of 
them is a tribute to the absolute sin
cerity with which his public conduct 
is characterized. 

Warren was born in Massachusetts, 
and got his first training in the Berk-
shires. He was a farmer's boy, and he 
uo.4 to fi-akt- his own wav. He went to 
Wyoming and grew up with the coun
try, and now he is reputed to be one of 
the wealthiest men in the state, the 
owner of great tracts of land and of 
great quantities of city real estate. 
He is the principal citizen of the state, 
and would be such even if he did not 
occupy a seat in the senate. He has 
a way of "getting there" which im
presses his contemporaries. That is the 
secret of his success. 

Once when he lost a trunk coming 
from Cheyenne to Washington the rail
road was indifferent about finding it 
for him. He ordered a man to watch 
the yard at Cheyenne for weeks until 
one of the freight cars of the offending 
road appeared. He attached it immedi
ately, and did not release it till his 
trunk was found. 

New Year's €uxtoiu.x. 

We don't have New Year's calling as 
wo used to ten or a dozen yjars ago. 

The charming old 
custom when all 
t h e  w e l l  b o r n  
women kept open 
house, and all the 
we 11 born men 
spent the day in 
t r a v e l i n g  a b o u t  
from' place to place 
sipping nogg 
and winding up at 
their own homes 
groggy and happy 
has taken its de-
p a r t u r e for all 
time. 

They do things 
differently nowa
days. The egg 

Tha Mornins Alter—The nogg has disap-
peared, and most 

af the doors that once were open are un-
Vglingly shut. The white house, a few 

»»». 

The Secret Service. 
Members of the house of representa

tives are getting ready for attack upon 
tho secret service 
b u r e a u  o f  t h e  
treasury depart
ment. Not because 
it is inefficient, 
but because It is 
declared to be al
together too effi
cient and super-
serviceable. 

The secret serv
ice for the last few 
y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  
very much in evi
dence, and the idea 
is prevalent that it 
is a sort of detec
tive bureau for the 
e n t i r e  g o v e r n -

Sjt to wetch Members cfment with a force 
congress 0j s]euths like un

to the Pinkertons. The fact is that the 
bureau has no legitimate functions ex
cept to hunt out counterfeiters and pun
ish them. But the custom has grown 
of calling on the force for all sorts of 
outside work for which they are no 
more fitted than the force of inspectors 
in the post office department under Mr. 
Bristow would be fitted for general po
lice work. 

Ever since Cleveland's day the secret 
service men have been employed to 
watch the president and ward off 
cranks. They have gone out of their 
way to investigate other departments of 
the .government than the treasury, and 
there have been tunes men when the 
men were set to work dogging members 
of congress. 

But the appropriation for the service 
reads specifically, "?12!),000 for the pre
vention of counterfeiting." That was 
put in for a special purpose ten or a 
dozen years ago, so that there should 
be no misunderstanding of the duties 
of the force. Successive secretaries of 
the treasury have tried in vain to have 
the form amended so as to give the bu
reau greater legal latitude, but con
gress has always refused, because it does 
not believe in secret funds fox any pur
pose. 

Now some of the leaders, like Speaker 
Cannon, are preparing to curb the ac
tivities of the bureau, and they will 
put something in the appropriation bill 
if they can to accomplish this purpose. 

LOUIS A. COOUDGE. 

FOR THE COMPLEXION. 

Some of the Things Wliiclt Women 
Who Care for Their Health and 

Looks Should Not Do. ' 

Don't eat when very tired, if you ex
pect to get any good from your food 
and preserve your beauty. 

Don't eat more than one hearty meal 
a daj'. This is the sccret of good looks, 
health and long life—a secret which if 
every one followed the doctors could not 
make a living. 

Don't eat much meat in warm weath
er if you would keep your skin tree from 
eruptions. 

Don't eat hot or fresh bread if you 
want to be healthy and beautiful. 

Don't eat cold, starchy foods, like po
tato salad and cold porridge, unless you 
have strong digestive organs. 

Don't eat ice cream too fast. Eaten 
slowly and allowed to melt in the 
mouth it can do no harm. 

Don't drink ice water. -Cool water 
quenches thirst much better than ice 
oold fluid. 

Don't drink much water at meals, but 
take a glassful the first thing in the 
morning and the last thing at night. 

Don't drink too much coffee or tea 
unless you want a complexion like 
leather in color and texture. 

Don't eat potatoes, peas, macaroni, 
cream, olive oil, pastry and bonbons if 
you want to lose flesh. 

Don't go to bed hungry. A glass of 
milk or a cupful of chocolate will re
fresh you. 

Don't think you can eat too much 
spinnacli, lettuce, watercress, dandelion 
or carrots. They are complexion beau-
tifiers.—Louisville Courier-Journal. 

When FOrnislilngr Bedrooms. 
When furnishing use the same pat

tern carpet in all bedrooms; then, when 
the carpets begin to wear or you move 
to another house, the best part of one 
or two can be joined together and will 
make quite a presentable carpet. 

Threading Machine Needles..' 
A sewing machine needly may be more 

easily threaded by a person with failing 
sight if she places behind it a piece of 
white paper. The white background 
makes the eye of the needle much easier 
to see. 

DAINTY CbRSET COVER. 

Jliiilo of TITO OriHitnry Embroidered 
H:in<lkcreliicfH and Finished in 

Lacc itnd ltibbon. 

This novel and dainty corset cover is 
maue oL two ordinary embroidered hand-
kerchicls. Cut one of tho handkerchiefs 
in two straight across from corner to 
corner thus forming two large triangles: 
then cut one of these pieces in two in 
the middle, again forming two equal 
triangles. Now take the second hand
kerchief and cut it in two big triangles 
in exactly the same manner. You now 
have one handkerchief in two pieces and 
one in one large and two small triangles. 
Take the three large triangles, put one 
in the center with the pointed end up, 
and one on either side of this with the 
pointed end down. Join these with strips 
of lace insertion. Now take the two 
small triangles that are left and joiD 
them with insertion for the fronts in 

HANDKERCHIEF CORSET COVER. 

the manner shown in the illustration, 
being sure to have the points up. Run 
insertion and ribbon beading and edging 
down each side of the front and around 
the neck and armholes, which, by the 
way, are cut in the big triangles in each 
side,ofthe back,thestraps over the shoul
ders being formed of lace and insertion. 
Gather the triangular piece in the mid
dle of the back just a little in the center 
and also the two pieces on each side of 
the front and put a piece of wide beading 
around the waist to hold the broad rib
bon. 

The corset cover shown in the illus
tration requires besides the two hand
kerchiefs, one piece of baby ribbon, two 
yards wide ribbon, 4% yards lace inser
tion, four yards beading and three-
fourths yard wide beading.—Boston 
Globe. 

Cocoa Growing; in Favor. 
Many persons use cocoa instead of 

chocolate for fudge and also for cake 
frosting. 

The Perfect Feminine Hands 
An Expert Fixes the Ideal Dimensions and Tells 

What Gloves to Wear. 

INTERVIEWED by the Boston 
Globe of what the perfect hand 
should be like. Mr. Frederick Pen-

berthy had some interesting informa
tion, and quickly destroyed the popular 
belief that it is the smallest hand that 
is the ideal one. 

Apparently the ideal size is that which 
a GVt glove will fit, and Mr. Penberthy 
thinks that a well-shaped hand in this 
size looks as elegant as it is possible 
to look. The ideal hand must be fairly 
fleshy, with tapering fingers, and such 
a hand as this will show off a glove to 
the best advantage, filling out every 

parture which is by way of being a nov
elty in the washing kid, which may be 
washed with soap and water instead of 
being cleaned, and comes out of the or
deal with all its old polish and smooth 
surface, while more important still is a 
discovery which has just been made of 
a method for manufacturing sueffb 
gloves in all shades which will wash in 
the same way without losing the fine 
smooth surface which is so essential 
in this style of hand covering. 

An imitation doeskin made of cotton 
so closely woven, so finely cut and so 
carefully finished that it is almost im-

TME DIMENSIONS OIT THE PERFECT HAND. t  
A signifies round the knuckles; B, round the hand and ball of thumb; C, round the 

wrist; D, length ol second linger; E, length of first linger to fork of thumb; F, length 
of tnumb from base to tip; and U, meusure ment from wrist to top of little linger. 

part of it so that there is not a 
crease or a line to be seen. 

The measurement round the wrist at 
the first button should bo 5% inches, 
round the knuckles at the base of the 
fingers 6% inches, round the hand at the 
ball of the thumb 7:/2 inches, from the 
base to the top of the thumb 4% inches, 
and from the top of the second finger 
to the fork 3% inches. The other fin
gers in proportion. The lady who can 
show these measurements can safely lay 
claim to an ideal hand which will com
pare favorably with any other. 

The fashion in gloves, although it is 
of course bound to vary in certain de
tails of cut and style, is always more or 
less of a fixed quality. The latest ten
dency toward a change is in the direc
tion of a shortness. 

Four-button gloves are fa&t going 
out of date, and two and threo buttons 
«nly are being used, Aiiother de-

possible to tell it from the real article 
is another new thing which has the 
recommendation ol being at any rate 
very clever. 

Winter gloves are being made in 
much the same shapes and colors this 
year, but the style illustrated is partic
ularly elegant. They are made of fine 
buckskin in two colors only, tan and 
slate, and are fastened in a very easj 
and uncommon way, while the lining 
is woolly and warm, and a squirrel fur 
belt round the wrist adds to the com
fort and effect. 

Nearly all the hand-stitched gloves 
worn in this country are made abroad 
in France, Vienna and other places, 
but to such perfection have the stitch
ing machines been brought recently 
that very nearly as fine work can bo 
done by them, and there is a tendency, 
accordingly, lor the work lo be kept at 
b o m * .  -  • . < • • •  
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DITCH-GRADING LEVEL. 

Farmers AVho Learn How to Cue I< 
1\ ill Seldom llcquirc the Serv

ices of a Surveyor. 

I here give a ruLO sketch of a 
straight edge and level for grading tile 
ditch, which I will try to explain. 
First, the straight edge is five inches 
wide by seven-eighths inches thick and 
four feet one and a half inches long, 
making one-fourth of a rod of 16% feet. 
The straight edge is leveled on the bot
tom, so that no lump of dirt or gravel 
stone can get underneath to hold it off 
from the bottom of the ditch. The two 
uprights, marked a, can be any length 
to suit the operator, made of one-half 
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LEVEL FOR GRADING DITCHES. 

by three-inch stuff nailed on'right-hand 
straight edge and the level fastened on 
the right-hand side of the uprights, so 
as to be out of the way of the staff or 
handle, which can be of any length to 
suit the operator. The bevel is fastened 
on the uprights with one common screw 
at the further end of the level. The oth
er end opposite is fastened onto the 
upright by cutting a narrow slot hole in 
the upright, through which put a small 
bolt that will just fill the slot hole side
ways, also coming through the level pro
vided with a thumb nut and washer as 
shown on the drawing. There must be 
great accuracy in putting the level upon 
the uprights to have the bottom of the 
level and the bottom of the straight edge 
exactly parallel. When you are getting 
the grade or fall of ditch to the rod by 
raising or lowering the rear end of the 
level by taking the difference on a 
straight line with the bottom of the level 
measured down at each extreme end of 
the straight edge, you can tell just what 
incline your ditch will have per rod mul
tiplying the variation by four. For in
stance, if the difference in length of the 
straight edge and the line of the bottom 
of the level was three-eights of an inch, 
the fall in the ditch per rod would be 
twelve-eights, equal to 1% inches, as the 
Straight edge is one-fourth of 16% feet. 

Always drive the tile tight at the top 
of the joint to keep out all the loose dirt. 
My experience teaches me that the water 
always enters the tile at the bottom. Al
ways use a scoop to fit the size of the 
tile, then, when you fill in, the dirt will 
not crowd the tile out of line. In setting 
the level for work, have the incline so 
as to have the bubble always occupy the 
center of the opening of the level. In so 
doing you seldom require the services 
of a survey or.—Prairie Farmer. 

BUT OflE PROPER TIME. 

MARYLAND LEADS OFF. 

Grantees of That State Support Na
tional Demand for Federal Aid 

in lload Baildingr. 

The state grange of Maryland is the 
first of the state granges to follow the 
National grange in demanding that the 
government aid in improving the high
ways. At a fully attended meeting in 
Baltimore recently a strong resolution 
on this subject was adopted, and Master 
J. B. Ager in his annual address said: 

"There seem to be great interest at this 
time all over the state in regard to good 
roads. It is said that the government 
has expended $500,000,000 in Improving 
the rivers'and harbors and proposes to 
spend $200,000,000 in building the isth
mian canal. Therefore we believe some
thing should be appropriated to assist 
the farmers in building permanent high
ways. 

"According to Secretary Wilson's re
port the farmers have aided the govern
ment very materially. Discussing the 
balance of trade, the secretary says that 
the favorable balance of trade to the 
credit of this country is due entirely 
to the farmers. The balance of trade In 
the farm products during the last 14 
years, no year excepted, aggregated ?4,-
806,000,000 in products. Other than the 
farm products during the same period, 
the balance of trade was adverse to this 
country to the extent of f865,000,000. 
Our farmers not only canceled this im
mense obligation, but placed $3,940,000,-
000 to the credit of the nation, when the 
books of the international exchanges 
were balanced. He concludes that it is 
the farmers that have paid the foreign 
bondholders. Now, why should not the 
government aid the farmers in the con
struction of roads? It is shown by carc-
ful estimates that it cost ?9C0,000,000 to 
haul the products of the farm to railway 
stations, rivers and canals, which is 
vastly more than it costs to maintain 
200,000 miles of railway, and by careful 
estimates the cost could be reduced one-
half. I have no doubt that on some roads 
it could be reduced much more." 

Will lluila Good Itonds. 
The county board of supervisors, of 

Elmira, N. Y., appropriated $254,000 for 
the construction of good roads through 
the county. Tho roads will be laid out 
in accordance with th* plans of the state 
engineer and in harmony with the sug
gestions of the New York and Chicago 
Good Roads association. The roads are 
intended to form a part of a highway 
running from New York to Chicago. 

Milk as rapidly as possible without 
irritating- or worrying the cows. 

Noted Massachusetts Horticultnrlat 
Snjs That 4.II Pruning Slioulil 

lie Done in June. 

After three score years of experience*: 
in orchard culture, allow me to say 
something on the proper time tor ' 
pruning. There is but one proper time, # 
the mouth ot June, when the new bark 
lorms on the wood. 

More orchards are ruined by being 
pruned at improper times than lrom alKw* 
other causes. It pruned in autumn orKS*! 
winter, the bark will dry around th« ,::' 
stump and heal there, but never over 
the end; this exposed stump will rot,- ' 
out in a few years, leaving a ragged 
hole where water can enter, and the» 
decay of the center of the whole tree 
begins, shortening its life many years. 
If pruned in the spring, the wound r 

bleeds, the sap often running down 
and killing the bark below, making a •: m 
black, unsightly wound, which never"': 
heals over, and the whole tree is sub- -
ject to decay. 

If pruned in June, when the new baric 
and wood is forming, the wound begins 
to heal at once, and no matter what tha 
size of the branch cut may be, tho 
wound will heal before decay begins it * 
the tree is vigorous and in good condl-' 
tion. „ 

Care should be taken to cut close to 
the trunk or larger branch, so that the 
wound may heal over the end, for if 
cut two or three inches from the trunk 
or main branch, nature forgets to carry 
tho necessary material to heal over the 
wound, and again the water enters and 
decay occurs. 

When from accident, the effect of snow 
or ice, a large branch is broken, cut tem
porarily, leaving a foot or more to bo 
cut again close to the trunk in tho 
month of June. 

The reason farmers generally prune 
in early spring is that they then have 
time and little else to do and are anx
ious to be at work, and thus have some v 

excuse; but if they could realize the 
damage they are doing to their own : 
property, they might perhaps refrain • 
and put their labor to better account at 
the proper season.—W. S. Ripley, In 
Country Gentleman. 

HINTS ABOUT MILKING. 

Before commencing to milk, brush 
all loose dirt from the sides and udder 
of the cow. 

Always milk the cow dry before 
leaving her, but do not continue strip
ping after the milk is all drawn. 

Always milk a cow In the same 
manner, at about the same time and 
speed. Any change will irritate and 
tend to excite her. 

There should always be a friendly 
feeling between the cow and the milk
er, and milkers should not be changed 
it it can be avoided. 

A cow will not "give down" her milk 
to a milker she hates or Is afraid of, 
and what she does give will be de
ficient in butter fat. 

After a little manipulation of the 
teats and udder, the milk is ready to 
"come down." Then is the time to 
take it, and do not delay. 

The last milk drawn from a cow is 
much richcr than the first. The last 
quart usually contains more than three 
times as much butter as the first. 

No definite rule can be given as to 
how the teats should be handled in 
milking, as cows differ and hands dif
fer so much; but be sure of one thing, 
please the cow if possible. 

Have the stable clean and have the 
cow clean, or you cannot get cleaji 
milk. Lime and whitewash for walls 
and posts is a good thing. Land 
plaster is a good absorbent in tho 
stable. 

When it comes a cow's turn to be 
milked she knows it and expects it and 
wants to be milked. If you disappoint 
her and milk half an hour later, tho 
chances are that you will get less and 
even poorer milk than if you milked 
at the proper time. 

"m: 

vr t 

' a 
& f 

? 1 « » 

• i ̂  
^ jsh 

' r? 
/ tig 

% % 
V' 

, *v'$ 

i'tte 

H8 

SAVES LOTS OF WORK. 

Wheel Hoe of Simple Constrnction 
and Adapted Especially for 

...Light Garden Work, 

The accompanying cut explains itself. 
Use an old bucksaw, bent at right angles 
for blade, eight inches is wide enough 
for onions, etc.; in 14-inch rows. Have 

USEFUL WHEEL HOE, 

the blacksmith punch the holes for bolts 
and turn the corners. A wooden wheel 
will do. The large wheel of an old sew
ing machine is best. The average farm 
boy will have it built and out in the 
snow with it to see if it hangs right 
before you know it. On good garden 
soil, free from stones, he will do as 
much with it in ten minutes as you can 
with a hoe in one hour.—John Jack
son, in Epitomist. 

Tolllne the Sex of Chicks. 
After some cxpcrience chicks can 

be selected before they are two 
months old. Leghorn pullets soon 
show their sex on the wings. Barred 
Plymouth Rock cockerels are lighter 
than the pullets, and there is a differ
ence in the shape. Pullets seem to fill 
out the wing3 sooner and take form 
early. Coclccrels are straight up 
(their heads curl over their feet), 
have longer legs and necks and are 
bare about the shoulders. The pullets 
have rather more of tho Dorking or 
duck shape,- not standing up so 
straight. Observation and experience! 
aro tho best guides. It is claimed that 
if the little combs are examined with 
a magnifying glass f.hose of the cock
erels will be straight, while those of 
the pullet3 will bo incinod to leaa 
over. 


