BT DA -

[

EFICTCGT

»
-

i o
i
i
il
18
it |
y B
i

- Ante ene connected whole

e e B A T TSR TR

.-‘6--"---".

O W A D W . £ D T &\ N . = ®
He made the announcement as if the |
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RO the point of view of
the eriminal expert,’ said

Mr. Sherlock Holmes,

“London has become a

singularly uninteresting

city since the death of
the late lamented
fessor Moriarty.”

“I can hardly think that you would
find many decent citizens to agree with
you,” 1 answered.

“Well, well, T must not be selish.”
said he, with a smile ag he pushed back
his chair from the breakfast table

er and no one the loser save the poor
out of work specialist, whose occupa-
tion has gone. With that man in the
field one's morning paper presented in
finite possibilities. Often it was only
the smallest trace, Watson, the faint
ést indication, and yet it was enough
to tell me that the great malignant
brain was theve, as the gentlest tre
mors of the edges of the web remind
one of the foul spider which Iurks in the
center. Petty thefts, wanton assaults,
purposeless outrage—to the man who
held the clew all coulil be worked
To the scl-
énfific student of the higher criminal
world no capital in Burope offored the
advantages which London then

sessed. But now"— He shrugeoed
ghoulders in humorous deprecation of

| by
i that it meant
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alone
ana
my

name
visit

would explain both his
wauner, but { could see
companion's unresponsive face
no more to him than to

is

me.

“ILave a cigarvette, MeFRarlane,”
said he, pushing his across. T
am sure that with your symptoms my
friend Dr. Watson here would pre-
scribe a sedative. The weather has
been 8o very warm these last few
duys. Now, if you feel a iittle more

Mr.

CHse

i composed I should be glad if you would

|
|

|

Pro- |

! slowly and quietly who
| what it i3 that you want.

sit down in that chair and tell us very
you are and
You men-

tioned your name as if [ should recog
nize it, but [ assure you that beyond

| the obvious facts that you are a bach-

K ; | the
“The comtimnity is certainly the gain- !

and an
whatever

Freemsison
nothing

elor, a solicitor, a
asthmatic [ know
about you."
Familiar as T was with my friend’'s
methods. it was not diflicuit for me to
follow hiz deductions and to observe
untidiness of attire, the sheat of
legal papers, the watch charm and the
breathing which had prowmpted thewm.

| Our client, however, stared in amaze
ment.
*Yes, I am all that, Mv. Ifolmes, and

Pos- |
his !

fn addition I am the most unfortunate
man at this woment in London, fot
heaven's sako, don't abandon me, Mr.
Holmes! [ thoy come to arrest me bhe
fore 1 have tinished my story
them give me time’so that I may tell
you the whole truth. I could go to
Jail happy if I knuw that you weore
working for nu~ outs 5

tfArrest you!t said ffolimes,
really most grati—most inte
what you 2xpoect to
rested 2

“Upon the charge of murdering
Jonas Oldacre of Lower Norwood.”

. A"

*This is
on
bhe ar

resting.
charen
anrse (o

M.

Oopyright by Collier’s Weekly.

"OUR UNFORTUNATL CLIENT ROSE, WITH A GHASTLY FACK.

the state of thiugs which he had bLim-
self done so much‘to produce,

At the time of which I speak, Holmes
had beeun back for some months, aud
I at his request had sold my practice
and returned to share the old quarters
in Baker street. A young doctor nam-
ed Verner had purchased my small
Kensington practice and given with
astonishingly little demur the highest
price that I ventured to ask—an inci-
dent which only explained itself some
time later when I found that Verner
was a distant relation of Holmes and
that it was my friend who had really
found the money.

Our months of partnership had not
been so uneventful as he had stated,
for I find on looking over my notes that
this period includes the case of the
papers of ex-President Murillo, and al-
80 the shocking affair of the Dutch
steamship Iriesland, which so nearly
cost us both our lives. His cold and
proud nature was always averse, how-
ever, to anything in the shape of public
applause, and he bound me in the most
sirlagent terms to say no further word
of Limself, his methods or his suc-
cesses—a prohibition which, as I have
explained, has only now been removed,

M. sShecloek Hiolines was teaning baclk
in his chair after his whimsical protest
and was unfolding his morning paper
in a lelsurely fashion when our atten-
tion was arrested by a tremendous
ring at the bell, followed immediately
by a bollow drumming sound, as if
some oue¢ were beating on the outer
door with his fist. As it opeuned there
came & tumultuous rush into the hall,
rapid feet clattered up the stair and
an instaut later a wild eyed and fran-
tle young man, pale, disheveled and
palpitating, burst into the room. He
looked £rom one to the other of us, and
under our gaze of inquiry he became
comsclous that some apology was need-
ed for this unceremonious entry.

“I'm sorry, Mr. Holmes,"” he cried.
“Yeu mustn't blame me. I am nearly
mad. Mr. Holmes, I am the unhappy
John Hector McFarlane.”

My comipauion’s expressive fm
showed @ sympathy which was not, [
am afraid, entirely unmixed with sat-
isfaction,

“Dear me," siaid he, “It was only this
moment at breaktfast that [ was say
ing to my friend Dr. Wafson that sen-
sational cases had disappeared out of

"

our papers.
Our visitor stretched forward a quiv
aring bhand and picked up the Daily

Tolograph, which still [ay upon Holmes’

“If you had looked at it, sir, you
would have seen it a glance what the
errand I8 on which I have come to
you this morning. [ feel as if my
name and wy mistfortune must be in
every man's mouth.” FHe turned (t
over to expose the central page. “Here
it is, and with your permission [ wi!l
read it to you. Listen to this, M
[Tolmes. The headlines are: ‘Mysterious
Alfair at Lower Norwood., Disappear-
ance of a Well Known Builder. Sus
picion of Murder and Arson. A Clew
to the Criminal’ That I8 the elew
which they are already following, M.
[Holmes, and [ know that it leads in-
fallibly to me. I have been followed
from London Bridge station, and [ am
sure that they are only waiting for the
warrant to arrvest me, It will break
my mother's heart—it will break Lle:r
heart!" He wrung his bands in an
agony of apprehension and swayed
backward and forward in his chair.

I looked with interest upon this man
who was accused of being the perpe-
trator of a crime of violence, He wus
flaxen haired and handsome, in a wash-
ed out negatlve fashion, with frighten-
ed Dlue eyes and a clean shaven face,
with a wealk, sensitive mouth. FHis age
may have been about twenty-seven, his
dress and bearing that of a gentleman.
From the pocket of hig light summer
overcoat protruded the bundle of in-
dorsed papers which proclaimed his
professlon,

“We must use what time we have,”
said Holmes. “Watson, would you
have the kindness to take the paper

and to rend the paragraph In ques- |
tion?" |

Underneath the vigorous headlines ;
which our client had quoted T vead the
following suggestive narrative: 1
L.ate last nizht or early this morning an |
{ Incident occurred at Lower Norwood !
which points, it is foared, to a serious |
‘rime. Mr. Jonas Oldacre is a well known ;
resident of that suburb, where he has car-
ness as a builder for many
wre is a bachelor, fifty- |

and lives in Deep Dene |
Svdenham end of the road |
He has had the reputation !

TWo vears of
House at
 that name

the

of being a man +of ecccentric habits, se-
cretive and retiring. For =ome years he |
| has practically withdrawn from the hnsl-f

which he is said to have amassed !
i« A small timber yard
still exists, however, at the back of the
house, and last night, about 12 o'clock, !
an alarm was given that one of the stacks |
was on fire. The engines were soon upon |
the spot, but the dryv wood burned with

rable wealth.

great fury, and It was impossible to ar-
the conflazration until the stack had
e entirely consumed. T7p to this paint
t wident bore the appearance of n
ordinary accident, but fresh indication

m to point to serious crime. Surprise
was expressed at the absence of the mas-
ter of the establishment from the scene
of the fire, and an inquiry followed, which
showed that he had disappeared from the
housk. An examination of his room re-
vealed that the bed had not been slept in,
that a safe which stood in it was open,
that a number of important papers were
scattered about the room and finally that
there were signs of a murderous struggle,
slight traces of blood being found within

the room, and® an oaken walking stlck,
which also skowed stains of blood upon
the handle. I% is Known that Mr. Jonas |
Oldacre had received a late visitor in his
bedroom upon rhat night, and the B8tick
found has been identified as the property
of this person, who is a young London
Suilcitor named John Hector McFarlane,
junior partner of Graham & MceFar-
anc of 42 Greskam buildings, E. C. The
police believe that nave evidence in
their possession which supplies o very
convincing mative for the crime, and al-
together it canpot be doubted that sensa-
tional developments will follow.

they

make !

| that John Hector MelParlane has actually
| been arrested the ehiarge of the murder
lnl’ Jonas Oidacre It is at least certain
that a has been issued Thera
have been furthor and sinister develop-
ments in the Investization at Norwood.
Besides the sig .):' a struggle in the
‘room of the unfortunate builder it is
now known that mn French windows
{ of his bedroom (which 1s on the ground
i floor) were found to be open, that there
i were marks as if some bulky object
| had been dragged across to the wood pile,
! and finally it {s asserted that charred roe-

Later. —It is rumored as we go to press

mains have been found among the char-
ashes of the tire Th\ police theory is
that a most sensational erime has been
committed, that t oftim was clubbed
death in his own bedroom, his papers
rifled and his dead body dragged across
to the wood stack, which was then ignited,
80 as to hide ali traces of the crime. The
the criminal investigation has
the experienced hands of in-

spector Lestrade of Scotland Yard, who s
following up the clews with his accus-
Ctomed encergy and sagacity

Sherlock Holmes listened, with closed
eves and finger tips together, to this re-
markable a1ceount,

“The case has certainly some points
of interest,” said in his languid
fashion. “May I ask, in the tirst place,
Mr. MeParclane, how it is that yon are
still at liberty, since there appears to
be enough evidence to justify your ar
rest ?"
| “I live at Torrington Lodge,
+heath, with my parents,
but last night,
very Iate with

coal

'
uet

Black-
Mr. Holmes,
having to do business
Mr. Jonas Oldacre, [
stayed at a botel in Norwood and
came to my - business from there. [
knew nothing of this affair until [ was
‘ln the train, when I read what you
have just beard. I at once saw the hor-
{rible danger of my position, and [ hur-
i ried to put the case into your hands. [
'have no doubt that [ should have been
arrested either at my city office or at
‘my home. A man tollowed me from
' London Bridge station, and I have no
doubt— Great heaven! What is that?”

It was a clang of the bell, followed
instantly by heavy steps upon the stair.
A moment {ater our old friend Lestrade
appeared in the doorway. Over his
shoulder I caught a glimpse of one or

work,
over a hot stove

M. M. Bradbury, Precpr.
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WHY COOR AT HOME

When The Palace Bakery can supply you with

BREAD, HOT ROLLS, CAKES, PIES, Cookies, Delicatessen:

At Less Cost than Summer Cooking and without your having any
worry or over-heating?

stop sweating
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Double berth $5.75 from Missouri River,

FAST TRAINS.
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Omalia, Neb.
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 two uniformed policemen outside. |
| “Mr. John Heector McFarlane?' said |
- Lestrade. '
| Our unfortunate client rose, with a |
ghastly face. |
“I arrest you for the willful murder of' |
Mr. Jonas Oldacre of Lower Norwood." [
McEFarlane turned to us with a ges- |
ture of despair and sank into his chair |
once more like one who is crushed. |
“One  moment, Lestrade,”  said |
Holmes. “Half an hour more or less |
can make no difference to you, and the
geutleman was about to give us an ac- |
count of this very interesting uﬂ'.lir |
which might aid us in elearing it up.” |
“l think there will be no difficulty in
clearing it up,” said Lestrade grimly,
“None the less, with your permls~
ston, [ sbhould be much interested t.o
hear his aceount.”

continuea.)
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Feed your hair; nourish it;
give it something to live on.
Then it will stop falling, and
will grow long and heavy.
Avyer’s Hair Vigor is the only
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60 years i/ has been doing |
just what we claim it will do.
It will not disappoint you.
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The Place to Go

is the place where you get your money back
thing is not all right.

E. C. Chamberlin, The Jeweler and Optician,

is that kind of a fellow.
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The Case Corset

is the Best Corset made.
sale in Crawford County.

have the exclusive
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A woman's eye is

critical as to lines.

@e DEMPSTER

in modeled on right lines—each styla correct
initself. Wenr o Dempster and she will ap-
||rnvu ‘The Doempstoar keeps shapo and color

st snn and woather, Thors's no better
lml for the money—=no man needs a betterat

any ‘lrl'“
$3.00
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§ Bus, Cab and Transfer Line

J. MELTON, Prop
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Long and Short Time Loans at Lowest Rates.

ACCOUDNTS OF ALL BRANCHES OF
BUSINESS CONBUCTED

Personal attention given to investments for local patrons,

E, V.PRZT C. L.VOSS CASH.
Ex':hanga‘ Boaght
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