. THE CHRISTMAS TREE.

‘The whole
And the
() sing o

The

world is a Christunas tres
stars its many candles bed
carol joyrally,

year's great feast in keeping,™
name! The

There is magic in the Christmas
rree! What visions of iment, o happy
memories, of jovous anticipation, ot flowers and

song and sweetness, of holly and mistletoe, of
licht and love, arises at the sound of the words!
Down the dim and dosty path of the ¢

cathering the things of heauty and value, treasuy
ing for us all that was best in the lives that have
the Anpgel of

sone, Good has come and his
brought to us as a part of our inheritance the
Christmas Tree.  Like many of our Christnis
customs, the origin of the Christmas tree is

shrouded in mystery. There is a great number of

legends and traditions which assume the honor
of introducing the custom to many men of many
fands, but the wealth of story and song only

serves 1o make it difficult to
true origin,

Through all the ages, trees have been used by
men of every faith as symbols of eternal life
It is not ditlicnlt to trace many a possible or even
probable path by which the Christmas tree may
have come, but who can say which is the true
one. or whether all the paths have but led to it

more discover its

' Some believe that it may be connected with
the great tree “Ygedrasil” of Norse mytholozy:
others that it is a vevival of the customs ol the

the same
has been explained

Roman Saturnal which occurred at
season as our Christmas. It
a descendant of the Assyvrian “‘Tree of Great
ht’: again as having come from the ancient
Egyptian practice of decorating their houses, at
the time of the winter with branches ot
the date paln, the symbol o life trinmphant over
death. In support of this theory, attention is
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called to the tfact that pyvramids of green paper,
wreathed and festooned with tlowers and sweet
meats, are often  substitnted  in Germany  for
Christmas trees:; both trees and pyramids sym-
bolizing life, mortal and immortal

At about this time of the year the Jews cels

brated their feast of “Chamuckah™ or the teast
of lights, also called the Feast of the Dedication.
Lighted candles played a prominent part in this
feast. It is interesting to note that the German
name for Christmas, Weilnacht, means the night
of Dedication, and that the Greeks call Chirist
mas the Feast of Lishts,

In the Christmas (ree, many

find an adaptation,

to domestic use, of the old time “Jessetree” which
was tormerly often used, in church decoration,
vioth in the windows amd as o carved ornament
on the blocks of stolne, The *tJessetree” l}l\ilil'll

a gencalogical tree with its root in Jesse and the

A well dressad Tree,
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[.ord Jesus as its erowning fruit
speaking peoples no Christmas tree is cons
complete without the figure of the Mother

sSon atlixed to the topmost spive. It ds fre-
quently found that a stable or farmyuard has been
arranged at the toot of the tree.

Among the legends of the Christmas tree, one
of the most beautiful is that of Saint Boniface

which has been so exquisitely told
that it may be worth while to recall
it briefly,

During  his apostolic  journeys,
Saint Bonifuce Wils travelin ¢
throuzh a forest in the land of the
Hessians, and one cold winter nit
came upen a great company of pro-
ple, assembled on a hill crowned by
@ mighty Thunder O: From =«
creat fire Lindled near the altar,
at the foot of the tree, showers of
sparks and leaping tlunes shot up-
witrd throwing a wei light over
the assembled worshipers, outlined
azainst the dark the white |
carth, the white-clad warriors, the
white-robed High Priest with the
hammer uplitted to slay the hound
and knecling child abont to be of-
fered as a sacritice to Thor,

f.enpin to the side of the High
Priest, |aint Boniface rescued the
child by turning the blow aside
with the Sceizing an axe he
hesan to cut the while the peo
1 ol

1

forest:

Cross,

ok,

ple aghast at such rilese looked
on in silent horror til the trunk
wis half car throus Suddenly

storm it

o miraculons

the tree hy

it into four pieces, hurled it to the ground.
The Pagians were so o impressed, by (T
denee of supernatural power, that when the good

Suaint told the story of Jesus, they were converted

to the new raith,

“sAnd here' said the apostle. as his eyes rell on
L young tiv tree standing straight and green, with
its top pointing towards the stars, amid the di

vided ruins of the fallen oak. ‘here is the living
rree with no stain of blood won it that shall t
the sign of yvour new worship. Sce how it points

us call it the tree of the Christ
You shall go o more into the shidows of
the forest to keep your feasts with

rites of shame.  Youn shall
them at home with laughter
and song and rites of love., ”
While the use of
common to =o many rel
tivals, the Chreistmas tree—as  we
know it—can be historically traced,
as o recular featnre of Christmas
celebration, only to the sixteenth
century IFor hundred
the fashion obtained along the
Rhine and then, suddenly
over Germany, and fitty years later
hid taken possession of the Chris-
tian world.

Thoush
not until

to the sky. lLet
child,

seoret
lieep
trees has been
ous fes-

TWo VErs,

spre ul

used occasionally, it wuas

the marei of Queen

Victoria to a German prince, that
the use of the Christias tree I
came ceneral in Ensland,  America

is also indebted to the German emi
crant for its almost universal usc,

The using ever
for decorations in relizious festivids

is o very ancient one. In Nehemiah

custom ot arecns

we read, *They find it written in
the Maw ‘Go torth into the mount
and feteh olive branches, and pine
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always  been the

he mistletoe and holly,

] which
pportant part in our Christmias decorations,

such an

have
v heautirn 1 about them, and in
+ 1olk-l ol our ., they svmbolize much
is holy and mysterious.
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The holly or holy tret
IFhorn, 1s

sometimes called Christ's

surely one of nature’s own Christmas

trees with its scarlet berries tlaming like lighted
candles,  It's history is full of interest. Away

back in the days of the celebration of the Roman
Saturnalia, its meaning was peace and goodwill,
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christmas Morning

and the into the boxes

they exchanged.

people slipped sprays of it
containing the gifts which The
USLOM Wits S0 =W and so in keeping with the
Christmas spirvit it is not strange that the
carly Christians retained it

The Chris 2 spirit
most exquisitely expressed in
“Under the Holly Bough.™

of love aml! forgiveness is
Charles Mackay's

noem
poei

“Ye who have scorned each other,
Or injured friend or brother,

In the rast-rading year:
Ye who by word or deed,
Have made a Kind heart

Come zsather here!

Let sinned against and sinning
Foreet their strife’s beginning

And join in rriendship now;
Be links no longer broken,

Be sweel forgiveness spoken

Under the holly bough.™

bleed,

has Lier Christmas trees, and many ways
ting them, one of which is shoewn in the
accompanying itlustration. She has even provided
the jeweled tapers for its mystic illumination out
on the silent. snowy hillside.

Every year the great torests yield many of these

their beautiful children—as a saerifice to the
vear's greatest festival, Pure, holy sacrifices are
these, pointii us ever upward: breathing won-

dertul memeries of quiet Christmas seasons spent
under the sparkling winter sky when the wild
winds chanted the Christmas carvols, and light

from the heavens set the cryvstal tapers flashing.

From the land of North they came, vear
after vear, « the breath of God's wilder
bringing to mind a multitude of sacred tra-

the

brin:

eSS

ions and legends: bringing their messiages of
joy, and love, and happiness, to thousands of

homes,

Our artist has shown us one of these trees ar-

vaved in rfestal zcarlands and  bearing on its
branches the wondertul tfruit that ripens only at
Christmas-tide; the fruit that little hands, and
sontetimes  larger ones, are so eazer to pluck;

the fruit that springs from the seed of love, hidden
deep in the human heart and that is, after ali
but the retlection of love divine



