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(INCORPORA TED.) 

(Entered at the Postoffice in Denison, Iowa, as 
second-class mail motter. 

THE POSTOFFICE. 

The above is rather an ominous 
heading; we do not propose to discuss 
the "postoffice situation, however, but 
to tell our readers something of the 
Denison postoffice, the work it does, 
the routine of the office and what it 
has for its daily task. 

Denison is a second-class postoffice 
Its receipts this year will run some
thing over $12,000, or an average of 
$1,000 per month. These receipts in
clude postage sold, postage on news
papers and box rents. No money or
der fees are included and the office is 
given no credit in its rating, and re
ceives no additional compensation for 
money orders sold or paid. 

The force consists of postmaster, 
assistant, two clerks, three city car
riers, seven rural carriers, messenger 
and janitor. With these may be also 
counted the substitute carriers who 
are employed only in case of emer
gency or during vacation periods. The 
office handles the mail for about 8,000 
people; 3,500 in Denison, 3500 in the 
country surrounding and not less than 
1000 transients during a year. Mail 
from ten trains is received during the 
course of each day and dispatched to 
the same number. The heaviest mail 
is received in the morning. This mail 
is lightest on Monday, increases daily 
until Friday, when the largest mail is 
received, the Saturday and Sunday 

imails being slightly less. Tuesday 
morning shows the heaviest letter 
mail, but Thursday, Friday and Sat
urday and Sunday are heavy days for 
newspapers and periodicals. 

When the morning mail arrives 
there are fourteen men back of the 
screen waiting to receive it. This mail 
was formerly received from the fast 
mail at seven o'clock, but it now comes 
on a local and is not received until 
about eight o'clock. All the carriers, 
ten in number, are eager to begin their 
•day's work, there is a crowd in the 
lobby waiting the mail and discussing 
the news of the day before. Back of 
the screen there is every eagerness to 
get the mail out just as quickly as it 
can be done. 

Two men dump and sort the second 
<class mail, consisting of newspapers, 
^packages, advertising matter, etc. The 
clerk stands before a case with large 
-pigeon holes and divides the mail as 
follows: For the seven rural carriers, 
the three city carriers, two sections 
of lock boxes, the general delivery and 
"for misdirected or missent mail. The 
carriers can get their mail from the 
rear of this case and as sooir as the 
sorting process is under way they 
start "making up" the mail for their 
individual routes. 

The first-class or letter mail, which 
-contains an average of 3,000 pieces 
•each morning, must go through a dif
ferent process. All letters must be 
"back stamped." It takes the time of 
•one man from thirty to forty minutes 
to do this. One great cause of delay 
is that post cards and postals are 
placed indiscriminately through the 
letter packages. These cards must 
mot be back stamped as it would spoil 
the reading or the pictures. The first-
class mail must therefore be sorted 
and all cards taken out before the 
letters are put through the cancelling 
machine; an ingenious device which 
prints the dat of receipt upon the 
"'special delivery" letters, the latter 
back of each letter. There is also 
a hunt for registered pieces and 
being immediately delivered by the 
messenger. 

Inasmuch as we can recall but one 
instance where the "back stamp'' on 
a letter has played any part in trac
ing a delay in transmission at. this 
office, we are inclined to the belief 
that it is too expensive a precaution, 
as the mails could be distributed from 
ten to fifteen minutes earlier each 
morning if it was not required. It. is 
omitted during the holiday season 
without any complaint from- patrons 
and we understand that it has been 
omitted, experimentally, in other of
fices wjthout bad resuts. We are hop
ing for its discontinuance or at least 
for an order that all postcards, etc., 
:shall be packaged separately. The 
Denison office now makes up all out
going mails with the postcards at the 
bottom of the package. 

While the "back stamping" process 
is going on a fourth man is busy sort
ing the first class mail as fast as it 
comes from the cancelling machine. 
He throws the mail into a case simiiar 
to that used for second class and other 
matter. The carriers are now busy 
distributing their own ina.il and after-
Avards arranging it. so that, it can be 
delivered speedily and with accuracy. 
The city carriers walk aboui eighteen 
miles each day in the performance of 
their duty and carry about lot) lbs. of 
irail. Carriers in the residence dis-
>ricf. deliver twice daily, and in the 
business section three times daily, 
while mail is gathered from collection 

• boxes from'two to six times each day. 
Each rural carrier travels a little over 
twenty-five miles daily, so that, each 
day about 230 fhiles is covered on 

loot and by team from the Denison 
office. 

In behalf of the rural carriers let us 
say that they are a faithful set of mein 
and that they try hard to cover their 
entire routes. With good weather 
and good roads t'he task is not difficult, 
although it is monotonous. During 
bad weather and with bad roads they 
lead a strenuous lift. A man may 
drive a fresh team twenty-five miles 
over bad roads one day, but when it 
comes to repeating the dose with the 
same team during perhaps weeks of 
bad roads, it is very hard on man and 
beast- If the farmers would but recog
nize this and make an effort 
to keep the routes open, the life of 
the rural carrier would be much 
pleasanter and the patrons would re
ceive the mail much more regularly. 

As soon in the morning as any 
clerks can be relieved from the work 
of storting and back stamping, the 
mail is distributed into the lock boxes 
and general delivery, and the windows 
are thrown open to the public, not to 
be closed again until 7:30 p. m. There 
are mails to be distributed during the 
day, but as these are lighter the win
dows are not closed for business. 

After the distribution of the mail, 
comes the morning rush at the deliv
ery, stamp and money order windows. 
Registered mail receives especial care 
and it is now more than a year since 
any registered letter or package has 
gone astray in any way at this office, 
either incoming or outgoing. 

The forwarding department is also 
an intricate affair. Transients leave 
their addresses and this mail must re
ceive prompt attention so that it may 
be carried on the next outgoing mail. 
Undeliverable mail is another urgent 
matter. Return cards must be scrut
inized. If it says "return in five 
days," or "ten days," that injunction 
must be heeded. There are also many 
puzzling addresses. A letter addressed 
to J. H. Tanner from an automobile 
firm is easily recognizable and is de
livered to J. T. Tamm, but other ad
dresses are not so easy to make out. 
Many people write Des Moines "De-
moines," and, with a poor writer, this 
is easily mistaken for Denison. Such 
letters are received nearly every day. 
Letters intended for Dennison, Texas, 
are often addressed Denison, Iowa, 
and it is only by reference to the 
street directory of the Texas town 
that the letter can be sent upon its 
way. Not a day passes also but that 
Denison people deposit mis-directed, 
entirely undirected or postageless 
mail. All these matters must be in
quired into and the mail forwarded 
with as little delay as possible. In 
the money order division from forty 
to sixty orders are sold daily and 
about one-fourth as many paid. This 
business amounts to about $50,000 a 
year. Remittances are made almost 
daily to Council Bluffs and an account
ing is made of all transactions every 
two weeks. Semi-monthly accounting 
must also be made with the postal 
division, aside from the quarterly 
statements. 

The outgoing mail is one of the most 
interesting and intricate problems. 
The office is provided with the 
"schemes" for Iowa and adjoining 
states, and the problem is how to dis
patch each piece of mail so that it 
will reach its destination the quick
est. This matter is left almost en
tirely to Mr. E. Kemp, who gives this 
particular work daily study. The 
Denison office has the reputation 
among the railway mail clerks of pre
paring the best mail of any office of 
its size, or anywhere near its size, 
along the entire line of the North
western. The credit for this Ave free
ly give to Mr. Kemp. It is not only a 
convenience to railway mail clerks, 
but it often insures our people that 
their letters will reach their destina
tion from one to twenty four hours 
quicker than from offices where the 
mail is less carefully prepared. 

Mistakes are made at the Denison 
office. The man who, day after day, 
could distribute the morning mail 
without making a mistake would bo 
so everlastingly slow that he would 
have to be fired. As a rule,  however,  
the errors are easily corrected and 
without any considerable delay. These 
errors only become serious when 
someone receives a letter by mis
take. carelessly opens it  and then de
lays in returning it  to the office. All 
mail should be carefully looked over 
before it .  is  opened, if there is any 
doubt i t  should not be solved by open
ing the letter,  but by returning it  at  
once to the postoffice. 

A bulletin board iias been placed in 
the lobby of the'office to notify peo

ple when the mail is hto and about 
when the office will  be open for busi

ness.  This enables these who do not 
wish to wait in the morni ' ig io go 
about their business and re*uri,  when 
the mail is distributed. Arrange
ments are now heir;; ;-  made for a com
plete card directory of the patrons of 
the office. Kaeh family vill  have its 
card and each individual who has an 
independent address.  Py means of 
this directory ii  is  hofed to reduce 
errors and expedite the delivery of 
mail.  I t  is not permitted postal em
ployees to give out addresses or box 

numbers or l ists of patrons. The gov-
ernment holds t i iat  a man's address 
is his own private j-rojicrty and that 

the postal employe knows of it only 
in a fiduciary way. In some ways it 
would increase the business of the of
fice and save confusion and postage 
on misdirected circulars, if such di
rectories could be given to those ap
plying. Some time ago what purport
ed to be a rural directory wa^s issued, 
but it was full of inaccuracies, incom
plete and misspelled. It was not com
piled by a postal employee. 

We wish the regulations permitted 
all the patrons to visit the office and 
to see just how the work is done from 
the inside. If they could we believe 
they would be surprised at the scarc
ity of errors rather than at their fre
quency. In lieu pf a visit, however, 
we have tried to give some idea of 
the working of the office and the many 
things which enter into its daily rout
ine. We find we have neglected men
tion of the notifications to publishers 
which must he sent out where papers 
are refused or misdirected, the similar 
notices to those sending misdirected 
circulars, the preparation of lists of 
"advertised letters," the final forward
ing of undeliverable mail to the dead 
letter office, the collection of and re
ceipting for box rents and the requi
sitions for supplies, postage and "spe
cial request" enA'elopes. 

The expenses of the office, including 
rural carriers, amount to nearly $1(5, 
000 per year. So that all that is ex
pended for postage here, plus about 
thirty per cent, is returned by the gov
ernment, and is spent for the most 
part right here in Denison. All of the 
force, save the postmaster, is under 
civil service and can only be changed 
for incompetence or misconduct. This 
is a wise provision as it encourages 
the best effort and assures the men 
of a life position if they will only do 
their work well and faithfully. 

The Denison ' office handles from 
400,000 to 500,000 pieces of mail each 
month. 

During the administration of the 
present postmaster the receipts have 
increased from $8,000 to $12,000 an
nually, or more than fifty per cent. 
This does not show the actual in
crease. however, as the incoming mails 
have more than kept pace with the 
outgoing. Where one farmer took a 
daily in years gone by, ten do now. 
Many more periodicals are taken and 
the mail order houses and other ad-
A'ertisers flood the mails with a much 
grgater quantity of matter. During 
this time there has been but one addi
tion to the clerical force through 
whose hands all this mail must pass. 

The wave of Sunday closing is about 
to strike the postal department 
throughout the country. When this or
der goes into effect the general deliv
ery window only will be o]Jen on Sun
day for the benefit of transients. The 
city carriers will be off duty. Resi
dents Avill not be expected to call for 
mail and only urgent, first-class per
sonal mail will be delivered. Special 
delivery letters will be delivered on 
Sunday. Patrons may rent lock boxes 
for their Sunday mail and have mail 
delivered by carrier throughout the 
week. The success of this Sunday 
closing will depend largely upon the 
co-operation of the people and it 
would appear that all christian people 
should gladly take this opportunity of 
favoring sabbath observance. It; will 
increase the work of the office clerks, 
but will allow the carriers the day to 
themselves, save for the evening col
lection from the various collection 
boxes. 

This article is written neither in 
the mood of apology, or in the spirit 
of boast fulness, it is simply an at
tempt to better acquaint the people 
with the actual work of their local 
postoffice, and to show them that, in 
reality it is a large business insti
tution, ranking as one of our largest 
local concerns and in point of the 
number of individual transactions ex
ceeding any other in the city. 
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• BOYER ITEMS. • 
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Mr. Arvin Paulson returned from 
Sniithland Saturday af;enirjon after a 
few weeks'  visit  with his brother.  

Row Wahl and wife, of Deloit ,  have 
been visiting in and around Boyer the 
past.  week. 

.Miss Anna Dobert visited her sister.  
Mrs. Fitd Jleise,  of Kiron, the past;  
week. 

Mr. John Sykes and family drove 
to Odebolt Thursday. 

Mrs. Fred Smith visited her step
mother at Lake View over Sunday. 

Charles Dobert returned from Ful-
iotrton. N. D.,  last  Friday. Ht» says 
i '  is  very dry up there yet.  

Mr. Lem Watts Avas a passenger to 
wenison Friday. 

School will  commence Monday in 
(Msirict So. 2, Stockholm township, 
with Miss Anna Jacobson, of Denison, 
as teacher.  

Mr. and Mrs. (Jeo. Newcom visited 
relatives at  Deloit  Sunday. 

Mrs. K. Kennedy, of Odebolt,  called 
at the Beckley home Friday. She 
also made a business nip (o Rover.  

.Miss Mary Robinson, of near Ode-
.."It ,  is  \ isit ing her sister,  Mrs. Perry, 
this week. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ilenry Simon, of 
Veron. Colo.,  visited h:s brother.  Will ,  
i!  few days last week. 

Miss Meggie Fleming returned to 
her school work at  Denison Monday 
after a two weeks'  stay at home. 

Lawascus has the honor of being 
the oldest citv. 

\ W . .  I  . 

COMING TO 
CARROLL 

UNITED DOCTORS, SPECIALISTS, 
WILL BE AT THE BURKE 

HOTEL. 

MONDAY AND TUESDAY APRIL 
17 AND 18. 

TWO DAYS ONLY 
Remarkable Success of These Talent

ed Physicians in the Treatment 
of Chronic Diseases. 

OFFER THEIR SERVICE 
OF CHARGE. 

FREE 

The United Doctors, licensed by the 
state of Iowa for the treatment of 
deformaties and all nervous and 
chronic diseases of men, women and 
children, offer to all who call on this 
trip, consultation, examination, advice 
free, making no charge whatever, ex
cept the actual cost of medicine. All 
that is asked in return for these valua-
able services is that every person treat
ed Avill state the result obtained to 
their friends and thus prove to the 
sick, and afflicted in every city and 
locality, that at last treatments have 
been discovered that are absolutely 
sure and certain in their effect. 

These doctors are considered among 
America's leading stomach and nerve 
specialists and are experts in the 
treatment of all chronic diseases and 
so great and Avonderful have been 
their cures that in many cases it is 
hard indeed to find the dividing line 
between skill and miracle. 

Diseases of the stomach, intestines, 
liver, blood, skin, nerA'es, heart, spleen 
kidneys, or bladder, rheumatism, sci
atica, diabetes, bed-wetting, leg ulcers, 
weak lungs and those afflicted with 
long-standing, deep-seated, chronic 
diseases that have baffled the skill 
of the family physician, should not 
fail to call. 

Many Wonderful Cures. 

According to their system no more 
operations for appendicitis, gall 
stones,tumors,goiter or cancer. They 
were among the first in America to 
earn the name of the "Bloodless Sur
geons." by doing away with knife, 
with blood and Avith all pain in the 
successful treatment and cure of these 
dangerous diseases. 

If you have kidney or bladder trou
ble bring a two-ounce bottle of your 
urine for chemical analysis micros
copic examination. 

deafness often cured in sixty days. 
No matter what your ailment may 

be, no matter what others may have 
told you, no matter Avhat experience 
you may have had with other physi
cians, if you want to get well again, it 
will be to your advantage to &ee them. 
Go at once. Have it forever settled in 
your mind. If your case is incurable 
they will give you such advice as may 
prolong your life. Do not put off this 
duty youowe yourself or friends or rel-
duty you owe yourself or friends or rel-
your sickness, as a visit this costs you 
nothing and may save your life. 

Remember, this free offer is for two 
days only. 

Married ladies must come Avith their 
husbands and minors with their fath
ers. 

Office at Burke Hotel, Carroll, Iowa. 
Hours 10 a. m. to 8 p. m. 

State of Iowa, Crawford County, ss— 
In Probate. 
In the matter of the estate of George 

XV. Nicholson, late of Crawford coun

ty, deceased. 
Notice of Appointment of Adminis

trators. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

You are hereby notified that 011 the 
7th day of March, 1911, the under
signed were duly appointed adminis
trator and administratrix,  respective-
,y, of the above entit led estate,  and 

all  creditors of said estate are notified 
to file their claims in the office of the 
clerk of the district  court,  in and for 
CraAvford county, Iowa, within one 

year from the date of this notice, ac
cording to law, and have the same al
lowed and ordered paid by the said 
court or stand forever barred there

from. 
Dated, Dehison, Iov.a.  March 7, 1911. 

Benjamin Y. Nicholson 

Administrator. 
May O. Nicholson, 

10-3t Administratrix.  

People who are' intending to spend 

sor*ie t ime at Lake View this summer 
will  do well by writing me. 1 have 
several good cottages that I will  rent.  
Also several good building lots.  These 
cottages are located on the east side 
of the lake at Cottage Grove. I  have 
already leased to parties from Omaha. 

Lincoln and Lake City. L. Hubbell  
Lake View, Iowa. 10-13t 

FOR SALE—One registered Here
ford bull, year and half old. George E. 
Foderberg, Rt. 7, Denison, Iowa. ll-2t 

$1,040.00 
i 

F. O. B. Denison. 

The car that has revolutionized the 
automobile industry and made the 
high priced automobile a fad. An 
analysis of the vital question™How 
long will the car last? 

Twenty thousand of them, a composite, living, overwhelm-1 '  
ing argument. Each reason—reason enough, convincing and 
satisfying, yet were it possible for you to investigate, ques
tion, prove each separate reason, you would probably find 
some new point of interest to rivet your attention and create 
in your mind a like desire to own the car that could stir up 
such enthusiasm and scatter broadcast such satisfaction. 

It is easy to write upon paper mere statements, to waste 
the public's time and abuse its patience by wearisome reiter
ation of platitudes that have been dished up in rhetorical dis
play over and over again, talking the merits of this and that 
car, with the same old jaded adjectives. Hut, in the name of 
the great Automobile Industry, yet us get down to the tangi
ble, living thing that has the red blood of sincerity in it, the 
personal gripping interest that shines in the eyes of men as 
they talk face to face about the great think they have put 
their hearts and fatli in—proved it by enduring service, for 
no E-M-F "30" has ever been worn out. The ninth car built, 
shipped by us a little over two years ago, has traveled some 
73,000 miles ,which means nearly 15 years of actual life crowd
ed into the thirty months ol its existence, and it is mechanical
ly ready for 73,000 miles more. The life story of "Mullet," 
this famous car, can be had for the asking. When you buy 
an K-AI-F "30" the confidence you put into your purchase is 
returned to vou a lumdred-fold. 

The Strongest Guarantee Ever Placed on an Automo
bile is Given With the Purchase of Every E-M-E "30" 
and Flanders "20. 

$1,040 The E-M-F "30" Five Passenger Standard 
Touring Car -

R o a d s t e r  " 3 0 "  A / i A  
Only • $1,U4U 

Detachable Demi-Tonn^au i AnA 
"30" - . i 

Flanders "20" q A 
4 - D o o r  . . . .  $ 0 4 - U .  

Denjson Auto 
And Supply Company. 

" •" ' . T3:;KV3ri>.iMJftaiMC 
V B V g g y  • * , ? p r g . - j y • - y v v . * ~ " ~ T  • . .  - »  v w i k p - ' 
Schachtl"4Q" $1500, Fully Equipped.^ Also Ford Line 


