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The War Fifty Years Ago 
Both North and South Show Great Confidence—Every

body Singing War Songs—North Gladdened by Neu
trality Proclamation From Queen Victoria—McDowell, 
Thomas and Lyon Made Brigadiers — Sherman and 
Sheridan First Appear In the Conflict—Both Sides 
Eagerly Recruiting and Equipping Men—Small Land 
and Naval Skirmish Near Fortress Monroe —Ken
tucky Governor Forbids Either Union or Confederate 
Troops From Crossing His State. 

By JAMES A. EDGER.TON. 
[Copyright by American Press Associa

tion, 1911.] 

DURING tlie month of May, 18B1, 
the chief activity ou both sides 
was in recruiting, drilling and 
planning future campaigns. 

Lincoln's second call for troops had 
Just been made, and the states were 
busy filling their quota. Jeffersou Da
vis had also issued a call for men, 
and tl»e activity in the south was as 
feverish as In the north. One of the 
• trange phenomena of the times was 
Die confidence shown by both sides in 
the result. Each section professed to 
believe that the war would be of short 
duration and that Its side would, of 
course, be the winner. Nor was all 
this assumed for effect. In the popu
lar mind it seemed to be a firmly set
tled conviction. 

Yet the war fever was on. The peo
ple were reading war, thinking war, 
Blnging war. Many new songs built 
•round some sentiment of the struggle 

It lias generally been supposed that 
the queen actually had much to do 
with preventing intervention by Eng
land. Charles Francis Adams, son of 
the American minister to Great Brit
ain at that time, denies this, and in a 
recent address before the New York 
Genealogibal society read from his 
father's papers extracts to show that 
it was really Lord Palmerston who 
was instrumental in preventing Great 
Britain from taking up the cause of 
the south. I'alinerston disliked Glad
stone, and when the "Grand Old Man," 
who then was not old at all, although 
he may have been grand, made his fa
mous speech at Newcastle, in which he 
said among other things that Jeffer
son Davis had made "a nation," Pal
merston rebuked him, and the pro
posed intervention was dropiied. At 
this particular time Queen Victoria 
was too much engrossed with family 
matters to bother about mere affairs 
of state. Does this end the pleasing 
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THKEE MEN, AFTKKWARD FAMOUS GENEUALS. WHO RECEIVED 
COMMISSIONS IN MAY, 18t»l-\V. T. SHERMAN WAS COMMIS
SIONED COLONEL, 1\ H. SHERIDAN MAJOR AND NATHANIEL 
LYON BRIGADIER. 

had already come into vogue. One of 
these was directly the result of Lin-
roln's second call for troops and in 
May was just becoming popular-

Yes, we'll rally round the flag, boys, 
We'll rally once attain, 
Shouting tlie battlecry of freedom. 
We will rally from the hillside. 
We'll rally from the plain, 
Shouting the battleery of freedom. 

CHORUS. 
The Union forever! Hurrah, boys, hur

rah! 
Down with the traitor, up with the star. 
For we'll rally round the flag, boys, 
^lally once* again, 
Shouting the battlecry of freedom. 

"Rally Round the Flag" has a power 
to stir us yet. Then imagine what It 
must have meant in the recruiting 
days of 1801! 

There was another song that I fancy 
was written about this same time. At 
my rate, it came early in the war: 

Wo are coning, Father Abraham, 
Throe hundred thousand more. 

From Mississippi's winding streams 
And from New England's s.iore. 

We leave our plows and workshops. 
Our wives and children dear, 

With hearts too full for utterance. 
With but a silent tear. 

Oh, we Care not look behind us. 
But steadfastly before! 

We are coming. Father Abraham, 
Throe hundred thousand more. 

CHORUS. 
We aro cominpr. Father Abraham. 

Our Union to restore. 
We are coming. Father Abraham, 

Three hundred thousand morn. 
This suggests Ingersoll's "Vision of 

the War:" 
We see them all as they march proudly 

iway under the flaunting flags, keeping 
rime to the grand, wild music of war— 
marching down the streets of great cities, 
through the towns and across the prairies 
-down to the fields of glory to do and to 
lie for the eternal right. 

The week euding May 20 witnessed 
no single event of first class impor
tance. It was all preparation. The ap
pointment of oflicers later to become 
•elebrated, the creation of a new mili
tary department, the reopening of Bal
timore lo the passage of troops en 
route to Washington, the government's 
raid on telegraph offices in search of 
disloyal messages, the assurance that 
foreign powers would not recognize 
tbe Confederacy and one slight en
gagement uear Fortress Monroe con
stituted the chief events of the week 

England Proclaims Neutrality. 
On May 13 Queen Victoria issued a 

proclamation of neutrality between tbo 
corth and poutb. Tbe news Aid not 
leach America until several days later. 

fiction that America has been befriend
ed by at least one monarch? Real 
Americans never did care much for the 
royal pretense, but when Victoria took 
u{> our cause we supposed that there 
might be occasionally a good queen, 
whatever we thought of the race of 
kings. But now even this turns out a 
l'airy story. Napoleon III. was at this 
time our a?'.ive enemy, seeking to 
place a monarch over Mexico while 
our hands were full and trying to get 
Russia and England to join France in 
recognizing the Confederacy and thus 
divide the republic. 

All this came to a head, however, 
later in the war. It was after tbe sec
ond Hull Run that the Palnierston-
(•ladstone Incident occurred. On May 
lit. l.Niil, the British government 
through the queeu simply made a dec
laration of neutrality. Later in the 
same week dispatches from abroad in
dicated lhat no nation of any size or 
Importance would recognize the Con
federacy, at least at that time. 

Enter Sherman and Sheridan. 

On the same May 13 William Tecum-
Beh Sherman was made a colonel in 
the Union army. Several other officers 
were appointed or promoted during the 
week. George B. McClellan liecauie a 
major general, as did also Benjamin F. 
Butler, each being advanced to the 
command of a department, McClellan 
to that composed of Ohio aiul uearby 
states, Butler to that of the newly cre
ated department of eastern Virginia. 
North Carolina and South Carolina 
The western end of Virginia was In-
eluded in McClcllan's territory, aud he 
was (hen about to begin the campaign 
which should result in creating a new 
state and in making himself the com
mander of the Army of the Potomac. 

Among those promoted to the rank of 
brigadier general during the week were 
Irvin McDowell, who was soon to com
mand at the battle of Bull Run. 
George II. Thomas, later to be known 
as the "Rock of Ohickainauga;" Na
thaniel Lyon, who had bertn fighting to 
hold Missouri !n the Union, aud A. II. 
Reeder, a former governor of Kansas. 

On May IT the president commission
ed Daniel E. Sickles to raise a division 
of 10,000 men, of which he was to be 
made major general. 

On May 14 Philip IT. Sheridan was 
commissioned a captniu in the United 
States army, and on the same day RoIk 
ert El Lee was created a brigadier gen
eral of the Confederate army. May IS 

Joseph E. Johnston was given com
mand of the southern forces In and 
a limit Ihfrpers l'e'.ry. 

I Troops \ve;e being offered from all 
J over the nor:h iii.d were accepted as 
i fast as the war department could han
dle ihem. On May 14 tlir<>e regiments 
entered the army from Kau-sas. the 
youngest state. On May 13 fourteen 
leglments were accepted from New 
York, and ten Scotch regiment* were 
offered. On the same day yachts were 
accepted from James Gordon Bennett 
and J. I*. Ives. May 17 the Irish bri
gade. more than 1.000 strong, tendered 
its services. 

Fever For Enlistment. 
The popular fever for enlistment is 

Illustrated by the New York Quaker 
merchant, who said to one of his 
clerks: 

"Well, friedd James, is thee willing 
to enlist?" 

"I have thought of It," replied the 
clerk, "but hesitated because I feared 
to lose mv situation." 

"If thee will enlist," replied the 
Quaker, "not only shall thee have thy 
situation, but thy salary shall go on 
while thee is absent. But if thee will 
not serve thy country thee cannot 
stay in this store." 

That the fighting spirit was abroad 
was Indicated by the fist tights all 
over the north. Wherever came a 
southern sympathizer and talked about 
it there an altercation followed as the 
sparks fly upward. It was the same 
below Mason and Dixon's line. One 
clergyman who preached in favor of 
the Union was given twenty-four 
hours, or maybe it was twelve, to 
leave the state. He left. There 
was not a little rough humor about it 
all. "We'll hang Jeff Davis ou a sour 
apple tree" was a popular sentiment 
in the free stales. I have often won
dered why it was a "sour" apple tree 
be was to be hanged on. since any 
other kind would have served, but 
perhaps the "sour" indicated how peo
ple felt about it. These were tierce 
days. Tbe time of fraternizing be
tween the "Yanks" and "Johnnies" in 
the trenches had not yet come. 

The tensity of feeling is indicated 
by two events occurring on May 10. 
They took place as far apart as Mas
sachusetts and Cincinnati. The Bay 
State legislature appropriated $3,000,-
000 for the war, and in the Ohio city 
Dan Rice's circus was menaced by a 
crowd until the showman pulled down 
his own flag and hoisted the stars and 
stripes. 

Union troops were rapidly being con
centrated at Fortress Monroe. Early 
in the week General Wool was order
ed to take command, but later General 
Butler refused to serve in a subordi
nate position, so he was placed in 
charge, and Wool was transferred. 

On May 20 a slight engagement took 
place opposite the fortress. The Con
federates were seen to be fortifying 
nt Sewell's Point and were attacked 
by the Star, a Potomac gunboat. The 
Star succeeded in silencing one of the 
guns, but was herself hit. The Free
born then took up the attack and suc
ceeded in silencing both guns. The 
Freeborn also captured two schooners 
In the Potomac. Two days earlier 
the New York troops had their first 
skirmish at Smith's Point, Md. The 
only other engagement of the week 
worthy of mention occurred at Potosl. 
Mo., sixty miles south of St. Louis, 
where some secession sympathizers 
were arrested and their cavalry dis
persed. 

Lyon Takes Command In Missouri. 
General Harney had been placed in 

charge of the Missouri troops and had 
issued an address approving Lyon's 
seizure of Camp Jackson, but later had 
entered into an agreement with Gen
eral Trice for the maiutenan. e of 
peace between the state and federal 
troops. Soon after he was replaced by 
General Lyon. 

Considerable excitement at this time 
was occasioned by wild reports from 
Harpers Ferry. On May 15 the Bal
timore and Ohio railroad, which pass
es through Harjters Ferry, requested 
the government to take charge of its 
line. The next day it was reported 
that the road had been blown up at 
that point. This was denied after
ward. however, and it came out that 
only one small culvert had been in
jured. 

There was also trouble with the 
mails, resulting in the gradual with
drawal of mail accommodations from 
the Confederate territory. On May 14 
the service was suspended between St. 
Louis and the lower Mississippi. No-
lice was given that other withdrawals 
would follow. 

May 10 considerable amusement was 
created in Washington by the return 
of one of Ellsworth's zouave^ from 
Alexandria with a seventeen foot Con
federate flag wrapped about his body. 
!t seems that he bad invaded Vir 
ginia without the knowledge of his 
otfii ers. also without the knowledge of 
the enemy, aud had annexed the flag 
when no one was looking. 

Following ihe neutral attitude taken 
by Kentucky, the governor of that 
state on May L'O issued a manifesto 
forbidding either Uuion or Confederate 
troops crossing the state. At the 
same time Major Robert Anderson of 
Sumter fame was on his way to Ken
tucky to take charge of recruiting Un
ion troops. 

Two incident* of this week throw a 
revealing light on the character of 
Abraham Lincoln. Api>eals were made 
to him to interfere in the transfer of 
real estate in which southerner** were 

1 onccrned In retaliation for the refusal 
to pay bills to northern c red iters from 
some parts of the south. Lincoln re 
fused, with the remark that, what
ever other* did. lie could not afford to 
.lo wrong. On May 11) the president 
twice risked capture by passing the 
Confederate pickets ou the Virginia 
side of the Potomac. 

Of Course Yoa Would 
Not Hesitate a Minute 

If You Could Buy a "Chickering" 
for $350, as advertised in last week's issue 
of the "Denison Bulletin" by an outside dealer 
and who wants to put a "Chickering Piano" 
in Denison, and advises the public to be sure 
that they get their money s worth. This is just 
what we are going to explain by the following 
taken from "The Piano Purchasers' Guide 
and which tells that a "Chickering Bros." is not 
a "Genuine Chickering:" 

CHICKERING BROS.—A copartnership to  manuiuctnrc  
pianos a t  Xos.  110-112 South Jefferson s t reet .  Chicago,  and 
have an off ice  a t  Xo.  269 Wabash avenue,  Chicago.  The 
senior  members  of  this  f i rm are  pract ical  manufacturers  
and have been manufactur ing pianos in  Chicago s ince 

1S*>2.  An injunct ion has  been granted against  the Chickering Bros.  con
cern,  which was confirmed on appeal  to  the higher  courts ,  a t  the instance 
of  Messrs .  Chickering & Sons,  of  Boston,  the old-establ ished manufactur
ing house «' t  in ternat ional  renown,  l ' .y  the  terms of  th is  injunct ion.  Chick
er ing Bros,  are  enjoined from, in  any way.  t rading upon the reputat ion of  
Chickering «!v Sons,  or  f rom doing anything which tends to  mislead the 
publ ic  into bel ieving that  their  pianos are  the old genuine L bickering in
s t ruments .  ur  are  in  anv wav related to  or  connected with them. \ \  bi le  
the individuals  composing the t i rm of  Chickering Bros,  have a  r ight  to  use 
their  own individual  name,  to  designate  pianos manufactured by them, 
they cannot  do so ,  to  use the words of  the  court .  "without  displaying in  con
nect ion therewith plainly and in  a  prominent  manner  a  s ta tement  that  they 
are  in  no wav connected with Chickering & Sons,  ol  Boston,  Mass. ,  and 
that  their  pianos are  not  the 'or iginal  Chickering '  pianos,  or  by some other  
means advise  the ordinary observer  of  the  fact  thai  pianos of  the  de
fendant 's  manufacture  are  not  the product  of  the  complainant .  

If You Are in The Market For a 
Piano be sure and see us and get Posted, as 
there are several other makes sold under de
ceiving names. 

We Handle 
Cable-Nelson Pianos, a number one for the 

money. 
Everett Pianos, one of the best makes on 

the market. 
Howard Pianos, first-class at a reasonable 

price. 
Bush & Lane Pianos, a well known piano. 

Also several other makes. 

JOHN FASTJE, Tke 

•••«? 


