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Democratic Go. Convention. 
The Democrats of BarrUon County, Iowa, 

will meet in delegate convention at Logan, on 
Wednesday, Beptember 4th 1901, at 10:30 a. m., 
to nomiaate candidate* for the following office*: 

ltepreaentative. 
Treaanrer. 
Bheriff. 
Buperintondent of Bchouli. 
Surveyor. ' 
Coroner. * 
Member of Board of Supervisors for District 

No. 1, compoaed of Allen, Jackson, Little Sioux 
Morgan, Clay, Raglan, and Magnolia township*. 

The convention will also select a county chair 
man and Hecietary of the Democratic County 
Central Committee for the ensuing year, and 
transact any other businei* that may properly 
ooino before it. 

The basis of representation ia one delegate 
foreaoh product and one additional delegate 
for every twenty-tivs votes or fraction of thir
teen or over oast for William J. Bryan for pret> 
ident at. the laat election. 
TOWNSHIP. VOTES. DEL. 
Harrison township 222 10 
Lincoln township Tli 4 
Allen township 0!) 4 
Jackson township 79 4 
Little Bioux township 121 0 
Douglas township !H 5 
Buyer township U)5 0 
Magnolia township 132 (i 
Ilaglan township 10L 5 
Morgan township 110 5 
Oaas township 100 5 
Jefferson township 200 12 
Calhonn township 74 4 
Taylor township 125 G 
Clay township 87 4 
Washington township 1(14 8 
Union township 104 5 
Lagrange township 114 0 
Bt, John township 153 7 
Cincinnati township 58 3 
Mo. Valley, 1st ward 153 (i 
Mo. Valley, 2nd ward !KJ 5 
Mo. Valley, Srd wurd 177 8 

CBAULE8 N. WOOD. 
County Chairmau. 

Logan, Iowa. August 19th, 1901. 

The Old Settlers meeting of Harri
son county will be held at Magnolia 
on Thursday, August 29th. The fol
lowing committees have been selected: 

Chairman Committee on stands and 
privileges, W. T. Fallon. 

Committee on music, N. S. Law
rence. 

Committee on program, A. M. Fy-
rando, Mrs. J. IIolden and Margaret 
Cooper. 

Secretary, A. M. Fyrando. 

A Business Proposition. 
In order for a town to prosper in all 

lines, all Institutions must be support
ed, but from the way we look at it Per
sia has one enterprise that the people 
do not take any interest in, and that is 
the churches. We have three church 
organizations here and there are not 
enough attending all three of them to 
make one good congregation. We ven 
ture the assertion that there is Iobs 
church-going people in Persia than any 
town of its size in Western Iowa. 

Now as a business proposition these 
churches should be maintained. You 
say a newspaper, a harness shop, etc., 
ia a good thing and patronize them. If 
Persia had no churches dojyoujsuppose 
people would move here to live V No. 
They would say it is a tough place and 
go somewhere else. The editor of this 
paper is not a member of any church 
but there is never a proposition pre
sented to us that would tend to help 
the local churches but what we give 
something and there is never a contri
bution box passed in front of us but 
What we give something unless we 
havn't any money. These institutions 
should be kept up and people should 
keep them up by their presence and by 
giving.—Persia Globe. 

• Oil to Lay the Dust. 
Ames, Aug. 20.—Experiments 

are being made near here by the 
Chicago & Northwestern with a 
view to using oil on the roadbed 
as a means of preventing dust. 
Five miles of track on the Iowa 
division have been treated by the 
erode oil process. In preparation 
for the test the company used 
2,000 gallons of oil to the mile, 
and the concern from which the 
oil was purchased claims that it 
will last for six months. At the 
end of that time it will be neces 
Bary to sprinkle 500 gallons to the 
mile once a year. The cost of 
the first year's treatment is $100 
a mile and after that the cost is 
•aid to be about $50 a year. The 
oil is sprinkled over the roadbed 
by means of a specially prepared 

: flat car. Connected with the car 
is another upon which is carried 
a regular oil tank. From the 
tank pipes carry the oil to sprink
lers arranged under the first flat 
car. 

Half Bates to Des Moinfee, 
Iowa, 

Via the North-Western Line. Ex
cursion tickets will be sold at one fare 
for the round trip, August 20 and 21, 
limited to return until August 23, in
clusive, and August 22 to 31, inclusive 
limited to return until September 2, 
inclusive, on account of Democratic 
State Convention and State Fair. Ap
ply to agents Chicago $ North-West
ern B'y. 

Crop Bulletin for Week End
ing Aug. 19,1901. 

DeB Moines, Iowa.—The paBt 
week was warmer than uBual, the 
average daily excess in tempera
ture ranging from 2 to 4 degrees. 
The nights were cool, however, 
with considerable benefit from 
dews. Except in a portion of the 
northwest district the rainfall was 
very light, and drouthy conditions 
are still prevalent in four-fifths of 
the state. 

All immature crops need rain, 
especially late corn, potatoes and 
grass. The pastures are so scant 
that stock aie being fed, more or 
less, in all sections of the state. 
Material improvement in the gen
eral condition and prospects of 
the corn crop has been noted in 
nearly all districts. Both early 
and late corn are now more prom
ising in extensive areas than was 
deemed possible on the first of the 
month. But the future yield of 
sound corn is contingent on favor
able weather conditions through
out the larger part of September. 
Copious rains are needed very 
soon for filling out the abundant 
ears developed in late planted 
corn gelds. With normal rainfall 
the yield of late potatoes will be 
much better than expected. A 
fair start has been made in fall 
plowing, but generally the soil is 
too dry and hard. 

OPIWtf IN TffiS 0RDBXT. 
(tone Point* About "Hitting; the Pip** 

...... in the Cklnesc Empire and la 
For mono. 

To learn the actual number of opium 
smokers is impossible, but we know tbe 
amount of the foreign import of this 
drug and the naive confessions of re
formed opium smokers tell us precisely 
the amount of oi)ium required to pass 
the yin or craving. It is one-fifth of an 
ounce daily. An ounce of linng is coor' 
sumed in five days, and a catty suflicdl 
for 80 dayB. Four catties are enough 
for 320 days, and another half catty will 
carry the smoker to the end of a year 
with comfort. A picul is enough, then, 
for only 22 persons, and 60,000 plculs ia 
sufficient for not more than 1,000,000 
persons. The law of compulsion in the 
•moker is just as imperious for- native 
opium as for foreign. It is a matter of 
great interest to know the extent of the 
evil. 

In regard to Szecliuen, that very pop
ulous and wealthy province, Mr. 
6chjoth, in the Trade Report for 1898, 
Informs us that Bzechuen produces 100,' 
000 piculs of opium, and the cultivation 
Is always increasing. At Crungching. 
where he is commissioner, he is tola 
that 30,000 piculR suffice for consump
tion in the province, and that G5,000 
piculs are exported. We may conclude 
that the smokers of that province can' 
not be less than GGO,000. Since the popu
lation is 67,000,000, the number of smok
ers is one in a hundred. In Shensi one 
in one hundred and forty smoke; in 
Bzcchuen one in & hundred. In For
mosa one in fifteen is the proportion ia 
cities where the people are sunk to the 
lowest point of degradation, and this li 
the largest proportion yet known of 
opium smokers as compared with the 
general population.—Shanghai (China) 
Mercury. 

Be Wouldn't Push Over. 
The habit of holding down the end 

seat in a street car lias taken such • 
llrm grip on some men that they pos 
Itively refuse to budge whether the rest 
of the seat is empty or not. One of 
these was sitting on the end of a vacant 
•eat in o Fourteenth street car one 
evening, when a fat colored woman got 
aboard. As usual, this "mammy" car 
fled a big bundle that made her move
ments more awkward than ordinarily 
The only place in the car that would 
fit her was next to the man on the end 
of the seat, and she went for it. The 
luan did draw up a little, but otherwise 
Inade no move to let the old lady in. 
Elbe had no alternative but to squeeze 
in sideways. As she was making an in* 
Inense effort to get herself and the 
bundle stowed away, the conductor 
tang the "go-ahead" bell. A jolt for
ward and a terrific jolt backward were 
all the little man felt, but when he did 
tealize what struck him the "mammy" 
had him pinned securely against the 
•eat. " 'Tain't mah fault," replied the 
old lady, to an angry exclamation from 
the little man. "Ef you kaln't shove 
erlong when a lady wants tch get intei 
dis yere seat, yer'» got ter tak de con' 
•'qucnces." There was a suppressed 
•nicker among the other passengers. 
»nd the discomfited little man left the 
car at the next crossing.—Detroit Free 
PreM. 

Way He Probably Did It. 
"A Poet Acquires a Fortune," is the 

heading of a recent newspaper article. 
He probably quit writing poetry and 
wut to worlu-toChioaigo Daily News. 

Another Cheap Bate to Cali
fornia. 

Advance circulars have reached this 
city announcing another cheap round 
trip rate to California. Tbe rate of 
$45 fir the round trip from Missouri 
river points to San Francisco and re
turn, will become effective September 
19 and continue on sale until tbe 27th. 
Returning the tickets are available un
til November lPth. 

THE YOUNG GAMBLER. 

lie Had an Even Chance, bat Fate 
Wat Asainat Him. 

I remember one handsome young fel
low whom I used to meet occasionally 
on the stalrcaee who captured my 
youthful fancy. I met him only at 
midday, as he did not rise till late, and 
this fact, with a certain scrupulous ele
gance and neatness in his dress, ought 
to have made me suspect that he was a 
gambler. In my inexperience it only 
invested him with a certain romantic 
mystery. 

One morning as I was going out to 
my very early breakfast at a cheap 
Italian cafe on Long wharf I was sur
prised to find him also descending tlie 
staircase. He was scrupulously dress
ed even at that early hour, but I was 
struck by tlio fact that he was all in 
black, and his slight figure, buttoned 
to the throat in a tightly fitting frock 
coat, gave, I fancied, a singular melan
choly to his pale southern face. 

Nevertheless he greeted me with more 
than his usual serene cordiality, and 
I remembered that he looked up with 
a half puzzled, half amused expression 
at the rosy morning sky as he walked 
a few steps with me down the deserted 
street. I could not help saying that I 
was astonished to see him up so early, 
and he admitted that it was a break in 
his usual habits, but added, with a 
smiling significance I aftcferard re
membered, that it was "an even cliauce 
if he did it again." 

As we neared the street corner a man 
In a buggy drove up impatiently. In 
spite of the driver's evident haste my 
handsome acquaintance got in leisure
ly and, lifting his glossy hat to me 
with a pleasant smile, was driven 
away. I have a very lasting recollec
tion of his face and figure as the buggy 
disappeared down the empty street. I 
never saw him again. It was not until 
a week later that I knew that an hour 
after he left me that morning ho was 
lying dead in a little hollow behind tli" 
Mission Dolores, shot through the heart 
in a duel for which he had arisen so 
early.—Bret Ilarte's "Under the Ited-
woods." 

HOUSEHOLD HINTS. 

Cover sandwiches that are not to bo 
served at once with a damp napkin and 
bowl. 

To clean a kitchen table rub the 
greasy stains with lemon juice, and 
they will speedily disappear. 

Whiting mixed with alcohol is excel
lent for cleaning silver and will give a 
much more brilliant polish than if wa
ter is used. 

A small flat paint brush has a value 
in cleaning the corners of the window 
sash. Hot, sharp vinegar will clean 
off paint spatters, and turpentine will 
remove putty. 

The small stiff vegetable brushes that 
are so convenient In cleaning potatoes, 
etc., are useful In house-cleaning time 
for scrubbing the moldings and corners 
of the woodwork. 

Loosely twisted knitting silk is better 
for darning woolen underwear than 
wool, which is apt to shrink. If the 
threads of the darn are left loose, after 
washing it will have about the same 
appearance as the original texture. 

If articles of decidedly strong flavor 
have been chopped in a wooden bowl, 
sometimes washing will not be suffi
cient to entirely remove taste and odor. 
In that case fill the bowl with warm 
borax water and let Btand half an hour; 
then rinse in cold water iyid put in tho 
sun. 

The Widow Wan Comforted. 
"There Is no accounting for the con

struction which some people will put 
upon certain passages of Scripture," re
marked a clergyman. "I remember the 
story of one clergyman who went to 
call on a woman whose husband had 
recently died. lie had expected, quite 
naturally, to find her heartbroken with 
the burden of her sorrow and was 
greatly surprised when she greeted him 
with a very happy smile and ushered 
him into the parlor. 
" 'Well—er— sister,' he said at length, 

'you have my warmest sympathy.' 
" 'Thank you, doctor,' replied the wid

ow casually. 'I did feel very badly-
very badly indeed. But I came across 
a verse of Scripture which comforted 
me very much indeed.' 
" 'And what was the verse, sister?* 

inquired the clergyman. 
" 'I don't remember just whore to 

find it,' replied the widow, 'but it was 
made up of only four words—four help
ful words—'Why need I care?'"— 
Brooklyn Citizen. 

Jay Conld'a Fimt Trade. 
Two boys who became distinguished 

In widely different ways were Jay 
Gould, the multimillionaire, and John 
Burroughs, tho naturalist They attend
ed together the humble school in Itox-
bury, N. Y. John loved books, and 
Jason was fonif of making trades. 
Young Gould had some books which 
his school fellow wanted very much to 
own. The more Burroughs thought 
about the coveted books and more dili
gently he strove to save up his pennies. 
Finally he had 80 cents hoarded. Tak
ing his wealth to Gould he found that 
thrifty young gentleman quite willing 
to do business. The books were traded 
off for the money—mostly big copper 
pennies—and both boys were made 
happy. Mr. Burroughs never regretted 
his end of the bargain.—Success 

A Proper Apology. 
"How many cranks live in this street 

besides yourself?" V 
"That's an Insult, sir!" i ' 
"Oh. well, I apologize. How many, 

cranks live in this street including; 
yourself {"—Baltimore World. 

| IISSS i 
Are There NoneT v.-

"Johnnie, give me an example of a' 
combination of meaningless phrases." ; 

"Yes'm. A burglar proof safe stood 
In a fireproof block."—Cleveland Plain 
Dealer. 

Sweeping: Back the River. 
Same time ago two hulking hoboea 

who had just dismounted from a Cen
tral freight train asked a Youkers man 
for a loan of 10 cents to secure some 
food. Ho took them to a restaurant 
and promised to provide them with 
work as soon as they had finished eat
ing. When they, reported for work, lie 
said: "Boys, my cellar's full of water, 
and I want you to pump it owe. I've 
fixed these hand pumps right here on 
the sidewalk. Never mind tho people. 
When they come along and ask ques
tions, just you say nothing, but pump 
till the water's out of the cellar. Keep 
cool. Don't hurry, but pump, and I 
will pay you well." 

Now, a tributary to the Nepperhan 
river ran through this man's store cel
lar and out under the sidewalk, and the 
pumps readied down into the river. 
The water pumped out by the lioboea 
ran Into the sewer and back into the 
Nepperhan, but as the sidewalk was 
tightly flagged the pumpers didn't 
know^the size of their job. 

The street became jammed with spec
tators, who roared with merriment as 
they watched the hoboes. All hut the 
men at the pumps knew what was up. 
When the sun went down, it descended 
on the wrath ol' two Wcar.v Willies, 
armed with coupling pins. They hunt
ed all night for their kind employer, 
but he was in New York telling his 
friends. 

Chocolate. 
In South America, the retail price for 

tlie better grades of chocolate averages 
about $1 a pound, while in Italy, 
France, England and in tlie United 
States the better grades sell at a much 
lower price. In America tlie ordinary 
chocolate of trade sells for about one-
third of the price that is charged for it 
where it is produced. The cause of 
this. the;, producers say, is that the 
original fj&Bict is adulterated greatly 
before rcaJiiing its final market, a 
cheaper article than the cocoa bean 
constituting the large proportion of !>0 
per cent of the chocolates of commerce. 

The cocoa bean from which chocolate 
is manufactured is produced in its fin
est form In Venezuela, though various 
other parts of Central and South Amer
ica grow and export large quantities. 
Two crops of the bean are gathered 
each year, and the manufacture con
sists simply in grinding up the beans 
into a meal and then adding sugar and 
arrowroot, with the necessary flavor, 
usually vanilla or cinnamon. The mass 
Is moistened until it is in a semifluid 
state, after which it is run into molds 
of tho proper shape. 

THE JiAILItOAD SCAIiE 
ODD EFFECTS OF THE FIRST SIGHT 

OF A LOCOMOTIVE. 

Cave Dwellers In Dieppe, 
People who only know the gayer side 

of Dieppe would be surprised to hear 
of the existence of tho cave dwellers 
there. One is apt to connect such peo
ple with tho knawed hones and flint 
implements of prehistoric times. But 
here they are at Dieppe within a stone's 
throw of the casino, and they may be 
seen any day about tho town selling 
the shellfish from the rocks outside 
their habitations. They have certain 
marked characteristics, one being a pe
culiar complexion of their own that 
can be traced largely to .a disinclina
tion on the part of the cave dweller to 
avail himself of the water that washes 
so close to his door. Their language 
also is peculiar, but whether It really 
belongs to the stone age no one seems 
to have discovered. They have to hold 
a license from the municipality, though, 
which savors of no age but the present. 
—London Chronicle. , , 

Eniclaiid'H Old Common Field S.vHtem. 
A "common field" is quite distinct 

from a "common." It Is a field be
longing to numerous owners. The land 
consists of long narrow strips, perhaps 
not more than ten yards wide and run
ning parallel with one another. What 
are the exact rules of cultivation that 
obtain In Kent today wo do not know, 
but of old it was usual to have a regu
lar rotation, such as wheat one year, 
barley or oats the second and fallow 
the third. When the crops were har
vested, each member of the community 
getting his or her share, all could put 
in their cattle, which roamed over the 
whole field, feeding on the stubble, etc. 
And this was termed the "right of 
sack." The "common field" system was 
gradually done away Willi by statutes 
In the reigns of George III and Wil
liam IV.—London Express. 

Time to Go to Work. 
'A woman was once trying to induce 

General Sherman to use his influence 
for her son In order that he might be 
given a place in the army, for which, 
however, be bad shown no particular 
fitness. "His father was in the army," 
said the urgent mother, "and so were 
his grandfather and his great-grand
father, and It seems as if be ought to 
follow the line." 

"Hml Three generations In the 
army," said the general. "Don't you 
think, madam, that it Is about time for 
one member of the family to work for 
a living?" 

We Are Shorter at Sight. 
It is an undoubted fact that the hu

man body is shorter at night than in 
the morning, and that Is due to the 
weight of the body compressing the 
intervertebral cartilages. During sleep 
or while in a recumbent position, the 
pressure being removed, their natural 
elasticity enables them to resume their 
uormal size; consequently the height of 
an individual will vary from three-
eighths to half an inch between morn
ing and night. 

' v Holed and Cornered* 
Wife—I mended the hole in your 

trousers pocket last night after you 
had gone to bed. John, dear. Now, am 
I not a thoughtful wife? 

Husband (dubiously)—Well—er-y-e-s, 
jou are thoughtful enough, my dear, 
but bow tbe mischief did you discovei 
that there was a hole in my pocket?— 
Exchange. 

Some of the People of the South Hid 
Behind Tree* In IS.'!::, When the 
Iron Horse Went By—The Country'* 
ISurlieHt Rnilroad. 

America cannot lay claim to the first 
locomotive or the first railroad. That 
great honor lies with England. Yet 
Yankee genius was not very far behind 
her, for, when George Stephenson 
launched his first real locomotive, the 
Itocket, on the Liverpool and Manches
ter road in 182!). the first spike had been 
driven on the Baltimore and Ohio rail
road, July 4, 1&1S, by Charles Carroll 
of Carroliton, the last surviving signer 
of the Declaration of Independence. 
This was the first road started in tho 
United States, and in ]S;!0 it had reach
ed Ellicott Mills, 13 miles from Balti
more. 

But the south can claim the honor of 
completing the longest railroad in tlie 
world at that dale, being the old 
Charleston and Hamburg road, now a 
part of the South Carolina and Georgia 
system, which was begun in lSI'.O. and 
by October, ISoI!, it had 3157 miles of 
track in operation. In a letter from 
Mr. Samuel C. Clarke of Georgia, a 
kinsman of the writer, who attained 
the extreme age of 91 years and who 
had seen the beginning and the comple
tion of this road, he thus gives his ex
perience upon first sight of a locomo
tive: 

"One day while going down to 
Charleston with a party of gentlemen 
to attend the races as we approached 
the city we saw in the distance the 
new railroad, finished some 10 or 11! 
miles out of Charleston. It was built 
upon piles, longer or short, according 
to the nature of the ground. Sometimes 
in crossing a ravine the rails were 'JO 
feet from the surface. Our track rail 
near this elevated road, and soon a 
horrid shriek as from 20 panthers was 
heard in tho woods. By this time we 
were nervous. Elephants and lions 
we had heard of, and some of us had 
seen them, but what monster was this 
whose screams we hoard? Presently 
it came in sight, flying aloft through 
the air and breathing fire and smoke, 
and our frightened steeds became un
manageable, and in fact I think that 
some of our party were as badly fright
ened as their horses. If any of my 
readers are old enough to remember 
tlie introduction of locomotives and 
how they felt at first sight of them, 
they will j»erhaps understand our sen
sations that day In tbe pine woods. 

"A mile or two farther on wo came 
to a broken wagon by tho side of the 
road, and near it sat a Georgia cracker 
smoking his pipe. On being asked 
what was his trouble he replied, 'Well, 
stranger, I've often beam tell of nulli
fication, and now I reckon I've saw it 
for true.'" 

It Is somewhat amusing now to read 
of the superstitious dread with which 
tho Inhabitants looked upon the build
ing of these first railroads. Some 
thought the suioko of tho continual 
passing trains would cause a pestilence 
or destroy all the crops along the road. 
Others were afraid to ride on tho cars 
for fear of having their breath taken 
away, and the people III tho cities ob
jected to the railroad being built be
cause they feared the smoke from the 
engines would soil the clothes which 
were hung out to dry. 

Many are yet living who looked upon 
tho terrible, screeching iron monster 
with awe and trepidation. Mr. Nat Sic-
Gee of Ivy, Albemarle, tells a joke upon 
himself that when he heard the train 
coming ho jumped from his horse and 
got behind a tree, where lie viewed it 
for fear of being run over. Mr. W. T. 
l'rout, who was taking a wagon load of 
produce to Richmond, when he reached 
Gordonville heard the whistle and ter
rible noise of the approaching train, 
and he and his companions were so 
scared that they sprang out. leaped the 
fence and ran across the (icld to a safe 
distance, leaving the wagon and team 
to Its fate, but when the train appeared 
it was only an engine and one coach. 

The first roadbeds were formed as 
has been stated, by driving piles in the 
ground, upon the top of which were 
placed wooden stringers, in which were 
cut a groove for the wheels to run. 
These were called "wooden railroads" 
and at a distance appeared like the ele
vated railroads in the cities of tho pres
ent day. Tho honor of this Invention 
was contested between John Ilartman 
of Scottsville, Va., and John Williams, 
an engineer of Ohio, but It did not 
prove a bonanza to either, for the 
wheels were constantly bouncing out of 
the groove, and tho piles soon after 
gave place to solid dirt embankments, 
and strap iron rails were substituted 
for the wooden groove. But the grad
ing was very imperfect and uneven, 
which made riding on one of these 
primitive railroads like going over a 
corduroy road In a springloss wagon, 
with the cars bouncing over these 
rough rails to the jingling music of the 
windows.—Itlcbmond Dispatch. mm §m 

Do Carpets Shorten Llfef 
Just think what a horrible receptacle 

of unclean things the carpet is in the 
rich English or French house! Where 
there are carpets, people should on en
tering be given slippers, as In the Neth
erlands, or the footbath, as at a Turk
ish mosque. Making servants sweep 
carpets is another proof that evil is 
wrought for want of thought. Flou-
rens attributed the prevalence of lung 
and throat diseases in England to car
peted rooms.—Loudon Truth. 

Sarcastic. 
Art Dealer—Yes. that was painted by 

one of the old masters. But. I beg your 
pardon, sir. you must not touch it with 
your umbrella. 

Old Mr. Ilardplayer—What's the mat
ter? Isn't it dry yet? 

SIGNALING TO MARS. 

The Dfffleulty of Doing; So by Mean* 
of L!f£lit. 

The very largest city that this earth 
has ever known would be altogether 
too small to be visible to a being 
dwelling on the planet Mars, even if 
that being were endeavoring to see It 
with a telescope as powerful as tho 
greatest at:d most perfect instrument 
in any observatory on this globe. 

If the whole extent of Lake Superior 
was covered with petroleum and if that 
petroleum was set oil lire, then, I think, 
we may admit that an inhabitant of 
Mars who was furnished with a tele
scope as good as that which l'ereival 
Lowell uses at Flagstaff might be able 
to see that something hail happened. 
But we must not suppose that the 
mighty conflagration would appear to 
the Martian as a very conspicuous ob
ject. It would, rather, be a very small 
feature, lu:t. still I think it would not 
be beyond the reach of a practiced ob
server hi that planet. 

On the other hand, if an area the size 
of Lake Superior oil Mars w«.s to be 
flooded with petroleum and (hr.t petro
leum was to be kindled, we should ex
pect to witness the event from here not 
as a great and striking conflagration, 
but as a tiny little piiut of just dis
cernible light. The disk of Mars is 
iiot a large object, and the conflagra
tion would not extend over the three 
hundredth part of that disk. 

It is sufficient to slaty these facts to 
show that the possibility of signaling 
to Mars is entirely beyond the power of 
human resources.—Sir Kobert S. Ball 
in Independent. 

BLUNDERS IN FICTION. 

Tlie Queer Mistaken Tlint Are Some-
tiint'N Marie liy AulEiorn. 

We smile as we read and pass swiftly 
by the stories of maidens that wander 
In "lonely woods" at; unearthly hours 
of night, always clad in "a soft, white 
clinging gown." Now, every girl knows 
that the average maiden is too much 
afraid of tramps and snakes to wander 
In "lonely woods." Tho weather, too, 
appears to perplex our novelists, for 
not Infrequently they begin a chap
ter at dawn, there are a few mo
ments' conversation, and then tho."sun 
sets in lurid banks behind tlie distant 
empurpled mountains." 

I am reminded at tho outset of ail 
English story written by an author of 
repute where the heroine In one scene 
was made on one page to stoop down 
and tie her shoestring, while three 
pages farther on. directly following, it 
was said of the same girl that she had 
remained barefooted the entire day. In 
another story a blind woman is made 
to view the hero through spectacles be
fore the tale is ended. 

In a French novel—and we generally 
consider French such literary masters 
—a heroine is clearly made to go direct 
from her bed to the breakfast table, 
out shopping, to an afternoon tea and 
to dinner in her robe de milt! Cousins 
suddenly transformed Into brothers 
without a moment's warning are nu
merous in this detective's library. Thus 
one is amused to find the most mar
velous mistakes in books which we 
think we have carefully read.—Modern 
Culture. 

Golf In the Old Dayn. 
Centuries back golf v.-as a pastimoof 

the royal family, though then usually 
played in Scotland. The Smart family 
was very fond of the game, aud tho 
first English club was established at 
Bhii-kheath in KHJ.S by .lames 1. Ills 
eldest sou, Henry, frequently played 
nod on one i-ccasion nearly struck by 
accident his tutor with a club, where
upon he coolly remarked, "Had I done 
so 1 laul but paid my debts." Charles 
1 was playing golf when he received 
the news of the Irish rebellion. James, 
duke of York, afterward James II, was 
another ardent player. Golf Is fre
quently mentioned in ancient Scottish 
records ami m the fifteenth century 
was prohibited because It interfered 
with the practice of archery. Ktrutt 
considered it the most ancient game at 
ball requiring a bat.-London Chron
icle. v 

Tlie Squirrel Hunter's Wenpon. 
The cream of squirrel hunting is en

joyed by the man who uses a light rille 
of small caliber aud medium power. 
Tho ".22 long" as now turned out by 
our leading makers is an excellent 
weapon—in fact, the best In the world 
for tho purpose. Though not of sulli-
elent range to be dangerous to people 
or stock at a distance, it throws lead 
with surprising accuracy to the tops of 
the tallest trees. Good rifle shots al
ways aim for the squirrel's head both 
to add to tlie dillicultv of the sport and 
to avoid spoiling meat. And bo It 
known that a squirrel's head at a range 
of -10 or oO yards Is no easy mark. If 
a reader doubts this, let him go to the 
woods for a day. keep all empty shells, 
and at the end of the day let him try 
to make the dead squirrels and the 
empty shells tally.-E. W. Sandys in 
Outing. 

Enrly Dlrrta. 
The green finch is the earliest riser. 

It pipes as early as half past 1 In the 
morning. The blackcap begins at half 
past 'I. It Is nearly 4 o'eloek before 
the blackbird appears. It is heard half 
an hour before the thrush, and the 
chirp of the robiu begins about the 
same length of time before that of the 
wren. The house sparrow and the tom
tit take the last stage of the list. 

Adt-antngea of Port Cltica. 
The revenue New York derives from 

tbe rental of piers to the Cunard, the 
White Star, tbe American, the Atlantic 
Transport, the French, the Leyland, 
the National and other lines is nearly 
$3,000,000 annually. The White Star 
line pays tbe largest rental, $217,000; 
the Cunard line Is next with $120,000 
and the American line third with $SS,-
400.—Alnslee's. 

THE HONEYBEE. 

It* Cnrlom JriWN r.nd Its Wonderful 
Little Tongue. 

With the closest scrutiny it becomes 
evident that tho bee does not, liko 
other creatures, house its tongue In its 
mouth, but neatly folds it back beneath 
Its head. Bumblebees, when disturb
ed, have a way of tlireatenifig with 
their jaws, while tho honeybee has 
the more direct method of settling in
truders with her sting. / 

The jaws of the bee are very credit
able organs and can give quite a for
midable nip. Catch a bee in a net and 
see how viciously it will bite at tho 
meshes, working its jaws sideways in
stead of up and down. 

We call tills wonderful implement of 
the bee a tongue, but In reality it is 
more than tills, for the whole arrange
ment consists of two slender filaments 
called maxilhc, the under lip and tho 
actual tongue. If a drop of honey lies 
near the surface of a flower, the slen
der, active tongue, darting out from 
the case formed by the maxlike, licks 
It up with tho same ease that a dog 
licks a plate. Should tho tube of tho 
flower he elongated the bee has at 
command nnothcr length of tongue, 
which Is shot out from within and 
shuts up liko a telescope when no 
longer wanted. 

To appreciate fully this dellcato 
organ you should watch the bee sepa
rate it Into its component parts and 
clean it out. Tho lengthening process 
of tho proboscis, as the tongue and Its 
allied parts are sometimes called. Is 
accomplished by a series of springs and 
hinges. In addition to this telescoping 
power, the tongue Is a hairy member, 
the hairs arranged in rings, the longest 
ones toward the center. Tliey assist in 
lifting in the nectar aud in pumping it 
into the mouth. Thence It goes to tho 
liuney sack.—Chautauquan. 

PITH AND POINT. 

Very few people want to know tho 
truth unless it fits their prejudice. 

Every one who doesn't liko you is 
looking for a chance to laugh at you. 

A great deal of nerve Is sometimes 
necessary to keep from being cranky. 

You know a whole lot If you know; 
enough to know you don'f'Unow any
thing. 

When a boy Is not invited to a party, 
lie hangs around tho outside to see how 
things are going. 

When a dressmaker makes a quilt 
out of silk scraps, tlie women begin to 
look at her with suspicion. 

Every one Is some kind of a sinner. 
The employee too honest to take a post
age stamp will steal his employer's 
time. 

Bo sensible with your children. When 
you want them to do a thing, tell them 
why. Don't tell them they must do it 
or take a beating, or that tliey must do 
It because you say so.—Atchison Globe. 

An Undcnlrable Boarder* 
Some time ago tho keeper of a board

ing house retired from business after 
having acquired a comfortable com
petency in the course of about 20 years. 
During that period her house became 
well known In the city aud among tho 
women in her own business. Sho nev
er realized how well known It was un
til she set out to iind a place to live In 
herself. 

She applied first at the bouse kept by 
a woman nearly as well known as her
self only to learn that there was no 
room for her. It was not until she had 
been through the same experience sev
eral times that she came to understand 
that sho was not wanted In the estab
lishments of her former rivals, ner 
reputation for keeping a fine house was 
too much for the other women, who 
did not want to submit to the scrutiny 
of a former boarding house keeper who 
had made a reputation and a fortune in 
tlie business. 

Sho learned, after going to a hotel 
where her record could not be used; 
against her, that sho was not the only, 
woman who had found *lt difficult to 
get Into a boarding house after having 
kept one of her own. When they arc 
well known. It Is practically Impossible 
for such women to find quarters, for 
whatever her reasons may be the land
lady does not liko to shelter her kind.— 
New York Sun. 

Old Mllltla Electlona and New. 
From tho American Revolution to the 

year 1S20 the otlieers of tho militia of 
the state of New York had been ap
pointed by the council of appointment 
upon the recommendation of command-, 
ing ofllcers of divisions, brigades and 
regiments, and the promotions wero, 
generally made according to rank and 
seniority. Under the new constitution 
aud tho militia law of 1S23, and in ac
cordance with the democratic spirit of 
the period, the election of military offl-. 
oers became the established usage and: 
has continued until tho present day. 
Tho election of oflicers in 1823 and fol
lowing year was attended with consid
erable ceremony—officers attending 
them In full uniform, and noncommis
sioned officers and privates in undress 
uniform.—Clark's History. 

(Jnaelflah. ,i 
"So you proposed to Miss Chillers?" ' 
"Yes," answered Willie Washington.; 
"You must have known she would 

reject you." 
"Of course. But It is an old saying, 

that women can't keep a secret, and I; 
was afraid she would get to comparing 
notes. I had proposed to all the other 
girls, and I didn't want her to fed' 
•lighted."—Washington Star. 

An Oai <k». 
Mrs. Jones—Are >ou aware, Mrs. 

Skinbone, Unit your dog bos Just bitteni 
my little Willie? j 

Mrs. Skinbone—What, your Willie.j 
who has only just got over scarlet fe-l 
vcr? Oh, Mrs. Jones, if anything1 

should happen to Fido I'd never forglvej 
you.m ' t 


