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DOWNING CORRESPONDENCE. 

Major Downing’s account of the im- 

portant difference between common 

•‘Specs,” and magical glasses; show- 
ing by plain matters of fact, how much 
more difficult it is to see through the 
latter than it is the former. 

Washington, 30th Nov. 1833. 
To my old friend Dr. Dwight of the 

New York Daily Advertiser who prints 
none but my own rale genwine let- 
ters— 

The last letter I writ to you toll’d 
you about the hunt we had after the 
Gineral’s specks, and when we found 
em they was all stomp’d to bits in his 
Boot. The Gineral and all on us have 
been in trouble ever since about it, for 
they was given to him by Mr. Van 
Buren, the very day Mr. Van Buren 
came to jine him at Washington as Se- 
cretary of State, and he idl’d the Gine- 
rnl never to let no body handle them 
are specks but himself, and that when 
they got out of order never to let no 

body mend em but himself. And do 
you know, so particular was the Ginc- 
ral, that when Mr. Van Buren was 

absent, I have known him to send them 
specks clean to England for Mr. Van 
Buren to fix em for him; for they had 
a dozen little screws and springs to em, 
that sometimes would git out of order, 
and when that was the case, you 
could’nt see no more threw em than 
you could threw Mr. Van Buren him- 
self. As soon then as we found cm all 
broke to bits, as I tell’d you in my last 
letter, the Gineral was in the greatest 
trouble I ever see; and ho wrote right 
off to Mr. Van Buren about it, and 
sent the letter, until by express it got 
back agin, the Gineral could do noth- 
ing with business. He was as bad off 
ns an owl in the sun shine. So to 

rights the express got back, and brought 
n letter from Mr. Van Buren, and a 

now pair of specks—just like the old 
ones (afore they was broken) there 
warnt a mite of difference. 

He put em on, and he looked as na- 

tural agin in em as ever. “Ah!” says 
the “Major, these arc the specks after 
all.” “’Tis strange,” says he, “I can’t 
see things with Gov. Cass’s specs, nor 

Gov. Woodberry’s nor any body’s ns 

well as I can with these; for they are 

jest like the pair I broke;”—and then 
he read Mr. Van Buren’s letter. “See 
here now, Major,” says the Gineral, 
“how kjnd it is, in Mr. Van Buren to 
caution me, agin and agin, not to touch 
the screws; and do you know,” says 
the Gineral, “that ever since I have 
had Mr. Van Buren with me, that 
whenever we come to read over any 
long statement about politics and who 
to appoint, or what to do with the 
Bank, or any thing that required sharp 
lookin into,—he would always first 
examine my specs, and take em off to 
the window, or to a corner with a light, 
and see that all was right, and try em 

himself, and then bring em back to 

me, for as he says, (and he is a known 
critur) that unless I can see well into 

ov’ry thing, I best see nothin.” 
A kinder notion then jest began to 

get in my head, that I could’nt scratch 
out all 1 could do. And says I, “Gin- 
eral, I would like now peskily to ex- 

amine them specs; for if Mr Van Buren 
has not got a patent for em (and seein 
he is Vice President and dont need 
one) l think of gitten one myself.” 
“Well,” says the Gineral, “I never 

like to refuse you nothin; but Mr. \ an 

Buren made me promise never to let 
no body examine into cm; and especi- 
ally you; for,” says he, “Major, do 
you know that Mr. Van Buren has a 

notion you know a good deal about 
contrivances, and that it is the nature 

of your people Down East; and it 

might be he intends to git a patent 
himself for these very specs, and if so, 
he ought to have it; for he says they 
are jist as much his invention, as 

yourn.” “Well,” says I, *’tis no mat- 
ter.”—But 1 got a kink in me to ex- 

amine them are specs; and I couldn’t 
sleep, nor eat, nor drink, till I got hold 
on em. So one night, when I and the 
Gineral had been readin over the Mes- 
sage, and it was all finish'd and com- 

plete, he put his name to it; “and now,” 
says he, “Major, do you attend to the 
printin on’t, and git about 100 copies 
on’t to send to our folks who arc dis- 
tant, so they can git it as soon and 
a little afore the opposition folks can 

send it express, (after it is deliver’d to 

congress)-—“and so he went to bed; 
for he was eny most beat out. Now 
thinks I, for a try at them specs! for 1 
was all the while thinkin on cm; and 

the public work couldn’t go on without 
em-~— And so I snook'd cm out, and 
clap’d them on—the Gineral all the 
while snorin like a north wester. As 
soon as I took up the Message, and 

I look d at it, I couldn’t make head nor 
tail on t. It seem’d to me jist for all 
the w orld like one of them show box. 
03—& 11 the letters and figers was goin round and round, and look’d all the 
while like some of them crouds we see 
last Summer on the grand tower, 
throwio up hats, and cryin huzza for 
the Gineral, and Major Downing, and 
Mr. \ an Buren; and then agin, there 
was a great glare, and it seem’d jist 
as if the Gineral was in the middle 
on’t, and Mr. Van Buren, and Major 
Barry, and Amos Kindle, and a raft 
more of our folks, all seem’d to be 
standin round, firing off rockets; they 
would squirt up over the Gineral, anil 
burst, and then shower down stars (jist 
as folks tell on tother night when the 
stars all did git to capcrin)—and jist 
as they would dome nigh the Gineral, 
these stars would get together and 
burst agin; and then you could see 

nothin but, “glory,” and not a mite of 
the Gineral. 

Well, thinks I, if the Gineral can 
read the Message with these specks, 
its more than I can. But I stuck to 
it, I kept turnin over the leaves, till I 
got to tho Treasury accounts and the 
Bank business, and the depositcs, and 
matters of such nature—I had read 
over so often before, with the Gineral, 
I had it all by heart. But when I 
came to look at it through them specs, 
it was no more like it than I am like 
Mr. Van Buren. The accounts was 
all jumbled up, and then came another 
spell of “glory” agin; the letters and 
tigers all turnin into a crowd of folks 
and throwin up hats; and there was 

squire Biddle standing at the door of 
his bank, and Clay, and Webster, and 
Calhoun, and a crowd more of such ! 
chaps about him, with clubs in their 
hands, keepin ofT our folks, who all 
seemed to be ttyen to get into the win. 
dows; and some had got in and was 

jist comin out with bags on their backs, 
and among em I could see the cashiers 
of the new deposite banks, with as 

much ns they could stagger under, and 
all carryin a label with “glory” and 
huzza for Gineral Jackson” nnd then 
agin up went another batch of rockets! 
and there was the GincraJ in another 
blaze of “glory” and jest ns fast ns I 
turn’d over the leaves, and look’d a 

spell, every thing would get to caperin 
agin, and end in a blow up; and I could 
jest git a glimpse of the Gineral all 
kiver’d up in “Glory.” 

Well, thinks I, if things look so to 
the Gineral as they do to me threw 
these specks, I don’t wonder so much 
that he don't always sce’em as other 
folks do, and then I went to work 
looking into the contrivance; 1 give 
one screw a twist one way, and the 
glasses flew round like a flash, and I 
took up the message agin, nnd another 
look, the letters and tigers would all 

jump about a spell, and change sides, 
and when you come to read’em, they 
warnt nothing like what I had written 
’em, so I kept on turning the screws, 
and slippin the springs, and every 
time I’d try another look, things kept 
all the while looking different—and by 
and by I got ’em so that things look’d 
jest as they are, nnd as they look 
threw most specks. Well, thinks I, if 
this don’t beat all natur. And the 
more I look’d into the contrivance of 
them are specks, the more I begar. to 

think that they knew a thing or two 

in Albany. And now, thinks I, I'll 
leave these specks as they now are, 
nnd let the Gineral take a look at 

things as he used to, before Mr. Van 
Buren give him a pair of spectacles. 
And so the next morning, when the 
Gineral come in the cabinet room up 
chamber, the first thing he said, says 
he, “Major, I’ll take good care how 
I put these specks in my pantaloons 
pocket agin.” And he took ’em out 
of his side pocket, and begun rubbin 
’em; “now,” says he, “Major, jest 
let me take another look at that Mes- 

sage. I want to see says he, how the 
Treasury counts, nnd the Bank mat- 

ters look once more, for do you know, 
says he, Major, I don’t know much 
about figers, and every time I read 
that over I’d git puzzled. But I sup- 
pose it’s all right, and as soon as I git 
puzzled with such matters, or any 
other matters, I seem to think the 

people understand it, if I don’t; for I 
can almost swear I can see ’em jest 
ns glad, let me do or say what I will, 
as they all was on the grand lower, 
and that’s enuf.” 

So I turned over the message to 

that part the Gineral wanted to see; 

and then put on his specks, and went 

to readin it. I kept my eye on him. 
He look’d a spell and blink’d, and 
twisted his mouth, and took off his 

specks, and rub’d em, and look’d agin 
and blink’d and twisted his eye brows, 
laid the message on his knees, and be- 

gun to reckon on his fingers—for he 
is a master hand at that, and can doe 
a sum so, nigh upon as quick as I can 
with a slate—so to rights, savs he, 
Major, I dont like the looks of this a 
bit—how so says I? Well says he I 
dont know, but it dont look as’it used 
t°*““And w ith that he looked up over 
the mantle tree piece—and started back 
and look'd agin and twisted his eve 
brows, and lips plagily, and to rights 
says he Major, whoso likeness is that 
in plaster? Why, says 1, thats Mr. 
^ an Buren, nnd a good likeness too. 
“Well whose is that? why thats voum,” 
says I, “and it looks for all the world 
like you —and with that he jumped 
up and took his Hickory, and with 
one lick, he smashed both on em into 1 

powder—Jist then in come Amos Kin-j die with some newspapers, and the 
Gineral walked right up to him, with 
his hickory in one hand, holdin on 
his spectacles—the Gineral blinked at 
him a spell, Amos bowed—“who are 

you,” says the Gineral fetching him a 

clip, nnd if lie had’nt been a master 
hand at dodging, you’d aheard no more 
on him, he streaked it for the door; 
and got out in time. “Major says the 
Gineral, (takin off his s|>ecks to give 
cm another wipe) wa’nt that Calhoun 
or Duff Green? twas one or tother of! 
them slim-streaked looking fedlcrs I 
am sure. 

I see there was no time to lose, nnd 
at this rate the Gineral would smash 
all the looking glasses nnd tho mes- 

sage too, and every thing else about 
him, if I couldn’t get them are specks 
back ngin, to fix the screws jist ns 

Mr. Van Buren had em, so that he 
could see “glory” ngin nnd nothing 
else; and so I telled the Gineral to let 
me wipe his specks, nnd as soon ns I 
got em, I screwed cm back to the old 
place, nnd ever since that, things goe 
on smothe agin. 

I dont like to show the nature of 
this contrivance yet of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren's, but when Congress sets again, 
we shall have high times, nnd when 
the good times comes to let the Gine- 
ral see things as they arc, without any 
“glory,” I’ll jist get his spectacles, and 
give them a twist back to a plain sight, 
and as you dont see trouble among 
some of our folks I’m mistaken. The 
message now being done and Congress 
jist gettin together, I shall have more 
time to write to you. 

I wish you’d git a “black pony,” go 
in season, like the folks did last year, 
who print a paper down clear ur.der 
yourn, and if you dont let him run 
so nigh Sunday, as they did, I'll send 
all my letters by him. 

Yours, J. DOWNING, Major. 
Downingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 
What docs this mean?—For one or 

two days past the Globe has been re- 
ceived a day in advance of the Nation- 
al Intelligencer, a paper always very 
regularly mailed. What is the cause 

of this? Is there any thing wrong in 
the Post Office Department at Wash- 
ington, that this should happen? Will 
Mr. Barry enquire what this means? 
It is a subject of general remark in 
this city.—N. Y. Ev'g. Star. 

There can be but little doubt that 
the President will find himself in a 

minority in the Senate. So high hand- 
ed have his proceedings been, that sev- 

eral members of that body, who were 

elected as Jackson men, have been 
compelled, in the consciencious dis- 

charge of a solemn duty, and in vindi- 
cation of the outraged laws of their 
country, to take ground against him. 

Torch Light. 

We are highly gratified to observe 
in an evening paper, that the Life of 
General Hamilton, by his third son, 
John C. Hamilton, Esq. is now in 

press, and will shortly be published, 
by Messrs. Halstead & Voorhies, of 
this city. No part of the history of 
our institutions can be more interesting 
than that most intimately connected 
with the life of this illustrious citizen. 
His early and extensive acquaintance 
with those of his compeers, who labor- 
ed in the establishment of our system 
of government, must have enabled his 

biographer to make known to us many 
interesting anecdotes that have never 

yet been given to the public; while his 
masterly organization of the fiscal de- 

partment, and his great Rc|*ort of 
1792, we think, give an earnest that 
on that subject we may have in this 

j work, a further light from his lumi- 
nous mind.—JV- Y. Merc. Adv. 

The Albany Argus is already be- 
coming alarmed. It begins to threat- 
en. Any member, it declares, who 
shall presume to vote for a restoration 
of the deposites to the place where the 

: law requires them to be kept, “Shall 
! BE MARKED'” Mark that—iV. Y. 
Commercial Adv. 

Virtue is like the stars of heaven. 

THE FINANCES. 
The Annual Report of the Secreta- 

| ry of the Treasury was yesterday sent 
| to the two Houses of Congress. 

The Receipts into the Treasury dur- 
ing the three first quarters of this year 
are estimated nt 8*24,365,317; the Re- 
ceipts for the 4th quarter nre estimated 
at 87.675,000; making the total Rev- 
enue for the year 1833. 83*2.030,317. 

The Expenditures of the first three 
quarters of the present year nre esti- 
mated at 818,248,388. The Expen. 
ditures for the 4th quarter, including 
82.301,716 on account of the Public 
Debt, nre estimated nt $0,409,916; 
making a total expenditure within the 
year of 824.658,304. 

The estimated balance which will he 
in the Treasury on the 1st day of Jnn- 
uary next (including $1,400,000 un- 

available funds, hereafter reported, & 
also including more than five millions 
of dollars ofunexpended appropriations) 
is estimated nt 89,383,790. 

The estimate for 1834 is that, nfler 
the entire extinction of the Public Debt, 
during the year, there will be in the 
Treasury, on the 1st day of July, 
1834, a balance of $2,981,790. [In- 
cluding, of course, though the Report 
does not say so, the old sum of $1,400,- 
000 of unavailable funds, produced by 
the derangement of the currency of 
the country, anterior to the establish- 
ment of the Bank of the United States. ] 

From the state of the revenue, the 
Secretary says, “it is evident tlmt n 
reduction of the revenue cannot, nt 
this time, be made, without injury to 
the service.” The Secretary nlsosuys, 
that, under such circumstances, “there 
seems to be no sufficient reason to 
open, nt this time, the vexed question 
of the Tariff.” The only recommenda- 
tions in the Report, refer to the neces- 

sity of n regard to economy by Con- 
gress in the appropriations of money; 
the unclaimed dividends on United 
States’ Stock; and the necessity of 
new Buildings for the Treasury, on 

different"plans and sites from the old 
ones.—Nat. Int. 

Tlio Mobile Commercial Register 
lias the follow ing remarks in relation 
to the late movement of U S. troops 
to the South: 

Important Military Movement— 
Wo have just learned, from an authen- 
tic source, that orders have been issued 
from Head Quarters for the immediate 
marching of ten Companies of U. S. 
Artillery, completely equipped for the 
field, to Fort Mitchell, in this State. 
This detachment, added to the troops 
already stationed at that post, will con- 

stitute an effective force of fourteen 
companies; and it is probable that a 

general officer will bo designated to 
the command. 

The object of this movement cannot 
be misunderstood. We have never a- 

bandoned the hope that a collision be- 
tween the Federal and State authori- 
ties may be avoided; but wre are not of 
the number who regard the question 
os by any means disposed of. The 
General Government will make every 
effort to complete the Indian Reserva- 
tions by the 15th January, and if that 
is found impracticable, to designate 
the districts, in which they are to be 
located; but should they fail in these 
objects, there can remain no more 

doubt that the settlers will be removed, 
than there is of the ability of the Gov. 
eminent to effect it. Should matters 
come to this extremity, which may 
Heaven in mercy avert, what a fearful 

responsibility must rest upon those who 
have been instrumental in urging it on. 

How utterly misjudged, ill-timed, nnd 

inappropriate, are the sneers nnd taunts 
of the nullifies, that “the President 
has hacked out,” “that he has sue- 

cumbed to Governor Gayle,” and that 
he wall not dare to execute laws and 
treaties, nnd maintain inviolate, the 

plighted faith of the nation. 

Banks.—The rnaniaostablishing for 
new State Banks, appears to pervade 
the whole country. VVe sincerely re. 

gret to see that almost every Stutc Le. 

gislalure now in session, has on its ta- 

bles, numerous petitions for the estab- 
lishment of new Banks; as though 
multiplying Banks, were really to in- 
crease the capital of the country— 
whereas a Bank is nothing more than 
an association of persons, with the 

power to issue promissory notes paya- 
ble in specie on demand. And as the 

specie in the country is probably now 

not more at a very moderate calcula- 
tion than one tenth part of the amount 

of the Bank notes that are already issu- 
ed_we would ask whether there can 

be anv safety in increasing the num- 

ber of notes of that description—just at 

this time?—Mercantile Advertiser. 

A draft for 830,000, was sent by 
the Treasury on the Louisville Bank, 
but the government having but 86,000 
in deposite—the draft was dishonored. 

——— 1 

The scenes of 1914-lf* returning.— 
The Albany Argus publishes a list of 
ninety-ei^ht announced applications to 
the Legislature of New York for the 
incorporation of new Banks and Loan 
Companies, comprising a capital (nomi- 
nal) of fifty millions of dollars! “All 
this capital (says the New York Ann- 
rican in copying the list,) to be grant- 
cd, or whatsoever oi it is granted, by 
u political body, and, as heretofore of 
late years, with political views. U, 
both on the score of the general cur- 

rency, ani that of public morality, this, 
be not calculated to alarm the State, 
we know not what can. We may, too, 
in looking at this table, find some of 
the motives for the persecution, so sys- 
tematically carried on by order of the 
Party, against the Bank of the United 
States. Its excess of specie, which 
the President of the United Slates 
seems to consider a new cause of of- 
fence and disrespect towards him and 
the government of the Kitchen; and its 
salutary restraining power would he | 
sad obstacles to the mushroom class 
of new banks, which seek to raise their 
heads under the auspices of the Safety 
Fund-” 

Congress of the United >Slates 

Tiu;hsoay, Dkckmrkk 19. 
IN SENA TE. 

The resolution offered yesterday b7 
Mr. Clay wns taken tip, when Mr. Ben- 
ton moved to amend the resolution by 
adding the following: 

“Also, That the Secretary commu- 
nicate to the Senate the moutldy state* 
ments of the afluirs of the Bank of the 
United States for the current year, 
which have not been heretofore com- 
municated. 

Also, the entire correspondence be- 
tween the Secretary of the Treasury 
nnd the President of the Bank of the 
United States for the first half of the 
year 1819.” 

The amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. Clay said that he felt it his duty 

to submit to the Senate some explana- 
tion of the motives which had induced 
him to ask it to adopt the resolution. 
The Secretary, in his report concern- 

ing the Public Deposit'^, had labored 
very hard, through two or throe of thm 
first pages ofit, to prove that ho pos- 
sessed the exclusive power to decide 
when they should bo removed. This 
power, he contended, wns not restrict- j, 
ed to nny particular contingencies, but , 
“was absolute and unconditional, us i 
far as the interests of the Bunk wore J, 
involved.” “It is not necessary,'’says \ 
that officer, “that the deposites should |, 
be unsafe, in order to justify the re- j i 
movnl. The authority to remove is ! 

not limited tosucli a contingency. The 
Bank may be perfectly solvent, and pre- ; 
pared to meet promptly all demands , 

upon it: it may have been faithful in 
the performance of all its duties, nnd ; 
yet the public interest may require the ^ 
deposites to be withdrawn; nnd, as that j 
cannot be done without the action of | 
this Department, the Secretary of the 
Treasury would betray the trust con- 
fided to him, if he did not cause the de- 
posites to be made elsewhere, when- 
ever the change would advance the 
public interests or the public conveni* 
encc. The safety of the deposites— 
the ability of the Bank to meet its en- 

gagements—its fidelity in the perform, 
anceof its obligations, are only a part 
of the considerations by which his judg- 
ment must he guided. The general 
interest and convenience of the People 
must regulate his conduct.” 

Here is the assumption of a power 
analagous to the old exploded doctrine 
of the general welfare,in a most odious 
form. According to that doctrine, it 
was claimed by certain Federalists of 
1798-9, that the Constitution vested in 
Congress power to legislate on all sub- 
jects for the general welfare. But ac- 

cording to the new version of the here- | 
sy, a Secretary of the Treasury—a 
subordinate officer of the Government, 
the creature of Congress, arrogates to 

himself a power to administer the du- 
ties of his office, and te regulate the 
currency of the country, in conformity 
with his sense of the general interest 
and convenience of the people! And 
at the very moment of setting up this 
enormous pretension, ho denies any 
such [>ower to Congress! 

But this is not all. This modern doc- 
trine assumes lor the Secretary not on-1 
ly a power equivalent to its ancient 
prototype, but it demands that it be 

respected as absolute and unconditional 
and exclusive even to Congress. “For,” 
to quote the language ofthe Secretary, 
“although Congress should be satisfied 
“that the public money was not safe in 
“the care of the Bank, or should be 
“convinced that the interests of the 

“people of the United States imperious- 
“ly demanded the removal; yet the pas- 
“sage of a law directing it to be done, 
“would be a breach of the agreement 
“into which they have entered.” 

Is this possible’ Can it be true that 

——— '■ ^ 
t • 

an official being, brought into existence 
by the will of Congress, having no au- 

thority, and charged with no dutiaa 
but auch at that will hns conferred, hat 
more power than its creator? Can it 
he true that the Secretary, representing 
one of the parties to a contract, with- 
out a violation of a single stipulation 
of that contract by the other party,may, 
upon a general notion of public inte- 
rest or convenience, violate, at hia 
1 leasure, the moat essential stipulation 

| of tha whole contract for that other 
I party? May he do that, whilst Con- 
gress is restrained from ordering a re- 
moval of the deposites, under any cir- 
cumstances; even if the Bank had Ail- 
ed to fulfil nil the provisions of the char- 
ter, and the deposites were unsafe, and 
the interests of the people of the United 
States imperiously demanded the re- 
moval* May tha Secretary remove 
them, without any breach of the char- 
ter, on the part of the Bank, whilst the 
hands of Congress are fast tied.although 
the Bank had broken every stipulation 
of the charter. 

The Secretary appears to have been 
conscious that tins most extraordinary 
doctrine required all tho bolstering 
which he could give it; and be bos ac- 

cordingly retrained behind a precedent 
which be alleges to have been fumiah- 
ed by Mr. Crawford, one of his prede- 
cessors. He says "this principle," [that 
is, the absolute, unconditional and ex. 
elusive power of the Secretary over 
the depositee] "was distinctly asserted 
by .Mr. Crawford." "In a postscript 
'‘to lus letter to the President of tho 
"Mechanics’ Dank of New York, dated 
"Feb. 13th, 1817, he says, Tho So. 
‘‘cretary of the Treasury will always 
"lie disposed to support the credit of tho 
"Slate banks, and will invaribly direct 
"transfers from the deposits of the pub- 
“lie money in aid of their legitimate 
“exertions to maintain their credit.” 
The Secretary alludes to other pas. 
•ages in tho correspondence of Mr. 
Crawford with the Banks about tho 
period of tho 13th Feb. 1817. But ho 
:onlents himself with a single citation 
from tho postscript; perhaps supposing 
hut Congress, like the fairer portion of 
our species, would deem that the most 
important part of the letter. 

Now, Mr. President, what must bo 
vour surprise, when he (Mr. C. ) stated 
lint Mr. Crawford never, in the cor- 

■espondence referred to, distinctly ns- 
icrtcd any such principle ns his succes. 
tor attributes to him? never did claim 
"or himself, on that occasion, any such 
■xtraordinaryand exclusive power over 
be depositee? and that his correapon. 
loner? was conducted under an authority 
otnlly different from that contained ia 
lie Hank charter? 

It will be recollected that, when the 
3nnk of the U. States was incorporated, 
i general suspension of specie pay. 
nents prevailed throughout tho United 
■hates, with the exception of New En. 
(land. The taxes and duties were 

>nid in doprociated paper, of which the 
nillion and • half (a sum equal to tho 
lonus paid by the Bonk of the United 
States,) of unavailable funds, now an- 

nually reported by the Treasury, it o 

part. To product a restoration of w 
•ounrf currency was the main object in 
stublishing that Batik. About that 
icriod a convention of representatives 
from the State Banks was held, and 
tome were, and others were not, wil- 
ing to resume specie payments. It 
tv at feared by Congress thot the Bank 
done might not prove competent to pro- 
lucc the desired effect. An auxiliary 
neasure was deemed necessary; and 
hut was adopted in the following rcso- 

ution which was passed on the 30th 
April, 1810: "Resolved, &e. That the 
Secretary of the Treasury be, ond ho 
lereby is, required and directed to a- 

lopt such measures as he may deem 
iccessary to cause, as soon as may be, 
ill duties, taxes, debts, or sums of mo. 

icy, accruing or becoming payable to 
:hc United States, to be collected and 
•aid in the legal currency of the Uni- 
:cd States, or Treasury notes, or notes 
if the Bank of the UnitedStntcs, as by 
law provided and declared, or in notes 
if Banks which are payable and paid 
on demand in legal currency of tho 
United States; and that, from and after 
the twentieth day of February next, 
no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of 
money accruing or becoming payable 
to the United States, as aforesaid, ought 
to be collected or received otherwise 
than in the legal currency of the Uni- 
ted States, or T reasury notes, or notes 
of the Bank of the United States, or in 
aotes of Banks which are payable and 
paid on demand, in tho said legal cur* 

rency of the United States.” 
The letter of Mr. Crawford, the post- 

script of which the Secretary has com. 

municated to Congress, bears date the 
13th ofFebruary, 1817,only one week 
before the day fixed for the resumption 
of specie payments by the resolution 
to which he had called the attention of 
the Senate. That letter, beyond all 
doubt, was written under tho authority 


