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MOMDAY, FEBRUARY 1«1J834 
We publish this morning, as was promised in 

.sir paper yesterday, another letter from Major 
Downing. The principal subject of it .. one of 
srett interest to the country at large. The con- 

f-ems of the General Post Office appear before 
the public in a most unfavorable light; and it is 

perfectly natural that the President, “whose du 

tv it is to see the laws faithfully executed,” 
.hould feel a good deal of anxiety to shield one 

.t his deficient servants. I he Major’s suggest 
ions respecting the advantages of the course pur 
sued by the Post Master General in keeping 
back the knowledge of his official transactions 

from Congress, are ingenious, and probably fur- 

„ish the most satisfactory vindication of that offi 

c, r that can be—certainly that has been given. 
\nd the mode of pleading what the lawyers call 

a set off, in adjusting the accounts between the 

losses of the Post Office, and the credit# of the 

(executive, though they may not lie allowed by 
ilie Committee of Claims, wifi be freely admitted 

by every person who holds to the present or the 

next administration for the rewards due to pure, 
disinterested, uncorropted patriotism. 

N. Y. 1/iily Adv 

MAJ. DOWNING’S CORRESPONDENCE. 
To my old friend, Mr. Dwight, of the New York 

Daily Advertiser. 
Washington, Jan. 16, 1S34. 

You remember I felled you a spell ago, that 
after we got the message done, we was obliged 
to take it all to bits, anil nock out a good many 
things about the counts, and run the chance of 
iettin Congress skip em over; and I felled you 
too, that f wosld to rights git the Gineral’s 
spelts, and giv em a twist round to a plain sight, 
and let him take a look at things jest as they Ik*, 
without a bit of ‘Glory* about em. Well, a- 

rnong them accounts we had got in th«- Message, 
was the Po*t Office accounts. I didn’t like to 

look on cm a brt at the time, but as every body 
said money was plagy scarce every where, the 
Gineral thought it was natural enuf to find it 

pretty scarce in the Post Office too. Now, says 
f. Gineral, my notion is that wc best let Major 
Harry tell his own story about it; for as he has 
done'so much in reforming tilings, and as we have j 
got now a pretty good majority in Congress, he | 
may get out of the scrape. Well the Gineral ( 
thought that was aliout the best way; and Major | 
Harry made his report, and tolled a pretty con si- 
derable of a cute story about his bavin found an | 
error in the Post Office accounts, that had been 
overlooked ever since Gincral Washington’s 
time. 

1 began to think for a spell that would stump 
Congress,about as much as though there had been 
a fire in the Post Office, pretty much like that 
one in the Treasury last spring. But, some how 
or other, some of the plagy Senators have been 
tmellin round, and got on a track that led cm 

right up to the fact, that the Post Office is head 
and ears all over in debt; and that it has been 
borrowin money for over two years now, and ne- I 
ver said a word on’t to Congress. And I am ! 

perkily afeard, that secin the Law says none of 
our folks shall borrow money without consent of 
Congress, (and which, upon the hull, i9 a pretty 
lafclaw, for Congress couldn’t tell otherwise how 
tin* money was goin.) 1 am, 1 say, pretty peski- 
Jv afeard we cant get the Post Office folks out of 
this scrape, without reforming some on cm out 

of office. But as they all are our best friends, 
ami have done more for Glory and Reform than 
most folks, we shall let some on em resign, and 
then apiut em to some office abroad or git em in- 
to some place where they can git a liven without 
workin for it; for the Gineral wont let any on 
em suffer no way. 

When the Gineral come to hear what the Se- 
nate was ater, says he, Major, will them accounts 

the Post Office stand the racket, or not? Why, 
says I, Gineral, it’s hard tellin; but as nigh as 1 
ran calk late, says 1, 1 guess they wont in the way 
Congress settles accounts—things look plagy 
crooked, says I; and the worst on't is, them ac- 

counts have been so twisted, first one way, and 
then agin another way, that 1 am afeard now 

they wont stand twistin any more. The ony 
way, eays I, is to straiten em, and that’s all I can 

do shout cm. But, says I, if they break to bits 
in straitenin on cm, I cant help it. Well, says 
he, Major, I wish you’d try it; for, says the Gi- 
neral, if we cant keep Barry up, there is no tel- 
ling what will become on us; for it seems to me, 
ever since Mr. Van Buren got the Post Office 
Department into the Cabinet, we have been able 
to no more in ‘rewardin our friends, and punish- in our enemies,’ than in all the rest of the de- 
partments put together. Well, says I, Gincral, 
• 11 try it, says I; and so the Gineral woi t to bed; 
and 1 got my slate, and I got all the Post Office 
accounts from the time Judge McLean left the 
office, anil Major Barry came into it. It took me 

a good spell to git em all strung out in regular or- 

der; and jest as 1 was beginnin to sifer up, the 
Gineral he riz up in bed, and says he, Major, I 
reckon I can help you along. Well, says 1, Gi- 
neral, 1 want all the help you can give. I’m 
think in, says he, you best say that its all owin 
to Biddle; for he is crampin all the people he 
can, and that he makes money so scarce, folks 
cant pay postage; and that if we had not taken 
the deposit* s away from him, things would be 
twice as bad now. Well, says 1, Gineral, that’s 
a ?ood notion, and I’ll sec to rights how it will 
work among figures. I thought I’d just tell you, 
Major, says the Gincral, afore I forgot it, for the 
notion just struck me as I was goin to sleep: and 
80 the Gineral laid down, and 1 went to siferin 
•gin. 

It was most daylight afore I got through; and J 
finished iff with the sums Major Barry says he 

* been borrowin, and left a blank to put in the 
•mount he says the Poet Office has overdrawn 
the banks where the postages are kept; for as he 
don’t know yet what that amount is, I can’t tell 
myself; though I suppose I could, upon a pinch, 
make nigh upon as good a guess at it as he could 
or any one else. But I thought I wouldn’t guess 
•t nothin. I never guess when I get hold of my 
•late; 1 sifer on one side, and then chalk dowi 
the sum on tother: so there can’t be no mistake 

ben I come to figer up the hull amount thi 
1 ost Office has gone astarn since Judge McLear 
‘ft it, 1 begun to bile up like one ojf old (.-apt 
Hunker’s steam kittles; and 1 was glad the Gine 
ral was snonn, for I don’t like to let people se< 
me when my steam is up; but if I don't do some 

Join, I suppose I should blow up just like asteau 
boat on the Mississippy—and so I got my ax, am 
down stairs I went with a light to the wood house 
And split up more than three cord and a half c 

hickory afore I got in a good temper, and afore 
thought it was saf# to go to bed—and then 1 wen 
to lied, and slept like a top till breakfast time. 

The next momin, when the Gineral came int 
, 

the Cabinet room—well, says he, Major, did yo finish them plagy accounts? Yes, says I, Gmc 
rjd» 1 did, and split up wood enuf to last us 
month in the bargain. And I jest toll’d the G 
neral a leetle about it to prepare him. Non 
*ays I, Gineral, let me have your specs, says I, minit and took em to the window, and giv tl ►•crews a twist, and tried em; and seeing ever 

[n6 looked natural, I handed em to the Gim 
r* » then he and 1 took the slate, and wei 
ver ihe figures—both on us standin up by the t 

r,,p side by side. First, says I, there is tl 
print in account and stationery of the Post Offic 
* pn Mr. Adams was President: and here is tl 

I 
account since we’re been in—here is the amount 
of contracts for one spell, and there is the amount 
for another—here is the number of offices and 
clerks for one spell, and there is the number for 
another—and here is the cost of wages and salla- 
rps of the Post Office when Mr. Adams was Pre- 
sident; and here is the cost since our time—plagy deal of difference, Gincral, says I, aint it?—The 
Ginerai he didn’t say nothin— he kept his eyes 
on the slate, and his mouth nigh upon wide open; 
ony once in a while he’d calklatc on his fingers a 

] spell And now, says I, there is the sum Judge McLean left in the Post Office when he went out 
ou’t;—and there, says I, is the sum that is note 
fronting in the Post Office, to make things 
square there, to say nothin of the sum Major Bar- 
ry says the Post Office has overdrawn from the 
Bank—and as he dont know what the amount is, 
I dont nother; and 1 dont rare about guessin at it; 

j for it’s bad enough without guessing. The Gi- 
nerai put his eye on the last fine offigers, [it was 
hard upon a million of dollars agin the office,] 
ind looked and blinked, and began to shut his 
mouth up slowly, jest for all the world like shut- 
ting up a safety- valve, and he began to swell, 
and breathe pfagy hard. I sec the steam was 

gittin up. 
The Ginerai he looked at me; and I looked at 

him; and then we both looked at the slate agin 
Bnne-by the Ginerai he opened the valve, and 
let off the steam, and such a whizzin you never 

heard in your born days, lie took mv slate and 
was just agoin to smash it into a thousand atoms; 
hut 1 got it afore it struck the door. He then got 
his hickory and thrashed round a spell with that. 
But that didn’t do no good. So says he to rights 
—Major, what is to be done about it’ Why, 
says 1, Ginerai, I dont see nothin else, says I, but 
to take iny ax, and do as 1 did last night—there 
is a good deal of hickory wants splittin in the 
wood house yet. And with that I handed the 
Ginerai my axe, and he slatted about tin- cham- 
ber with it for a spelt; and if any of our folks had 
come in then, 1 guess they’d found more to tear 
than when I frightened em so a few days ago. 

1 never know’d the Ginerai blow off' steam so 

long as he did this time; and 1 was peskily a- j 
feard the boiler would burst arter all. And so ] 
I went to work puttin out the lire; and the ony 
way was to get the specs, and screw em bark to 

‘Glory’ agin; and as soon as I did that, we got 
our pipes, and sot down, and talked over the 
matter. 

Now, says I, Gincral, though this is a bad bu- 
sbies, it aint so had as it first looks. In the first 
place, 3ays 1, if Major Barry- had borrowed the 
money of Squire Biddle, Congress would have 
known it 2 years ago, and the Post office reports 
wouldn’t a been as slick as they have been; and 
we’d a had more trouble to git so many of our 
folks in last election. And then, agin, by bor- 
roivin the money of other Banks, on interest, it 
made them Banks the keener to get hold of the 

deposites; for if Congress wouldn’t pass a law to 

pay the mony borrowed by our folks, to make 
their accounts look square, why the deposit 
Banks could pay themselves; and now by pet- 
ting our mony away from Squire Biddle, who 
was hound by law to make a regular report to 

Congress of evry thing; and puttin it in other 
Banks, our folks can square off a good many ac- 

counts, and Congress wont know nothin on’l; for 
it will take a pretty spry siferin to figer out all 
the accounts with so many new deposit Banks;— 
for we’ve got em now jiretty well mixed up with 
what the Treasury calls ‘contingent drafts,’ and 
‘transfer checks,’and‘Treasury warrants;’ and 
Zekel Bigelow 6ays he could in three days, 
with the power the Government has got now, 
warrant and transfer and contingent away, be- 
tween so many pockets, nigh upon the hull of the 
deposites; and no body could never find nothin 
about it. 

And then again says 1, here is another thing— 
the people wanted ‘Glory,’ and they wanted 
‘Ilefjrin’—and they have had both now over 5 

years; & if they expected it warnt a goin to cost 
nothin, they was mistaken. And that aint all— 
there was that plagy ‘surplus mony’ business— 
e-viy body said a spell ago if somethin warnt 
done about it, the country would all go to smash. 
Well now, says I, we are gettiu out of that scrape 
as slick as a whistle. 

The Ginerai he began to brighten up—why, 
says he, Major, we’ve been in a pashin then a- 

bout nothin. 1 remember now 1 toll’d the folks 
in my message a spell ago, that the safest place 
for the surplus money was in the pockets ol the 

people; anti 1 believe that saying alone brought 
over more than one Slate to our side; and it our 

people git the money, it’s all right, aint it, Ma- 

jor? Yes, says I; ony some folks, 1 suppose, will 
set up a squeelin, jest like the pigs when they 
come in a leetle too late for their corn; and say, 
altho’ they dont belong to our party, they’ve got 
jest as good a right to a share as we have. 

Well, says the Gincral, there they are mista- 
ken; for Governor Massy said (and that made 
him Governor too) that the corn all belonged to 

the jiigs that got into the pen afore the gate was 

shut. But Major, says the Ginerai, I am a 1 ttle 

puzzled yet to know what accouut to charge that 
Post Office debt to. If wo can ony git that right 
and save Barrv, 1 shall sleep sound to-night. 
Well, says 1,’Ginerai, there is ony one account 
that will stand that charge, and a good many 
more too, for as we go along, and Congress gits to 

silting things, I suppose they’ll find out some- 

thing more. 
_ 

In the first place, says I, that fire in the T rca- 

surylast Spring did a good deal towards settling 
off a good many land accounts, and other accounts. 
If we don’t have no more fires, or other accounts, 
and Congress presses us, we’ll give them a lead 

through the new Deposite Banks, a spell, as I 

have just bin tellin; and if they follow us up thro 
that track, for some of those fellows have got 
good noses, then we’ll fetch up the ony account 1 

know of and that account as I said afore will 
stand a good many charges yet. Well, what is 

that account, Major, says the Ginerai? and he got 
up and looked at me—last week, says I, Ginerai, 
was the 3th January. Now, says I, aint that dap 
worth a little more than the 4th July? 1 he Gi- 
nerai gin a nod. Well, then, says I, there is 

‘Glory,’ aint that worth somethin? The Ginerai 
gin another nod—and there is‘Ketorm,’ aint that 
worth somethin? The Ginerai nodded agin.— 
Well now, says I, put all that together, and if 

that dont make a sum of debt due you, says 1, 
that will balance a good many accounts, I’m mis- 

taken. *JVctr Orleans, Glory and Hejorin,' savs 

1, debtor to the Ginerai—That’s enuf, says the 

Ginerai, and that was the eend of the PostOthcc 
accounts. 

From your friend, 
J. DOWNING, Major, 

Dowuingville Militia, 2d Brigade. 

The Rev. Abner Kneeland, who 

was indicted by the grand jury of Bos- 

ton, a few days ago, for blasphemy, 
has since been convicted ot that crime, 
after a trial of three days. It was stat- 

ed, in the paper of that city, that he 

would be sentenced on Saturday, and 
I that ho would appeal to the Supreme 
j- Court. 

* The Philadelphia Gazette says tha 

o the Secretary of the Commonwealtl 
II has given notice that proposals will b< 

received at his office, until Saturday 
the 22d of February, for loaning tlv 

* State for internal improvement pur 
e poses, the sum of 5729,354 -14 tlv 
y unpaid balance of the loan of last yea 
; taken bv Dr. Burden, and transferre 

to S. di ’M. Allen. The principal t 
e he rc-embursable by the State, at an 

time afier July 1st, 1858. 

From the Richmond Compiler. 
THE PUBLIC DEPOSITES—AND THE VIR. 

GINIA LEGISLATURE. 
Well it is all over at last! The Le- 

gislature yesterday morning finally dis- 
posed of this troublesome subject. We 
copy the preamble and resolutions as 

adopted by the Assembly:— 
Whereas, it is deemed essential by 

the General Assembly of Virginia, that j 
the power to levy taxes, to appropriate ! 
money, and to control the public reve- 

nue, should be made to abide, in prac- 
tice, where alone it has been confided 1 

by our constitutions, in the immediate 
representatives of the people; and 
whereas all cx|>erience of the actual 
operation of governments demonstrates, 
that the assumption and exercise by 
them of unauthorized powers, becomo 
precedents, if silently acquiesced in, 
for progressive and still greater en- 
croachments: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the re- 
cent act of the President of the United 
States, exerting a control over the Fe- 1 

deral Revenue, by causing the same 
to be removed, on his own responsibil- j 
ity, from the U. S. Bank, (where it 
had been deposited under authority of 
nn act of Congress, purporting to char- I 
ter‘said bank,) is, in the opinion of 
this General Assembly, an unauthorlz- , 

ed assumption, and dangerous exercise ; 

of Executive power. 
Resolved, That this General Assem- 

bly will ever sustain the President of 
the U. >S. in the exercise of such pow- 
ers as the Constitution lias clearly con- 

fided to him, it nevertheless contem- 

plates with anxiety and distrust the dis- j 
position evinced to extend those pow- 
ers beyond the proper limitations of 
that instrument; a disposition clearly 
manifested in the recent subjection of 
the Treasury Department of the Fede- 
ral Government to Executive control, 
in the exercise of nn important discre- 
tion, for which it wus made solely re- j 
sponsible to Congress. Deploring as 

this General Assembly does, that inter- 
ference as illegal and unconstitutional, 
and firmly persuaded that no nation 
ever long maintained its freedom, 
which surrencered to, or permitted to 

be grasped by tho same hand, a pow- 
er over the purse and the sword. 

Resolved, That our Senators in Con- 
gress be instructed, and our Reprc- 
sentatives be requested to adopt prompt 
and efficient measures to remedy the 
evils occasioned by the late unauthor- 
ized assumption of power by the Presi- 
dent, over the public moneys of the 
United Staves. 

Resolved, That the General Assem- 
bly of Virginia cannot sanction the 
power which has been claimed by Con- 
gress to establish a United States Bank, 
because, in the opinion of this General 
Assembly, that power is not given to 

Congress by the Constitution of the 
United States, as has been frequently 
and solemnly declared by the General 
Assembly of Virginia. 

Resolved, That this General Assem- 
bly does not intend, by the declaration 
of its opinion in regard to the uncon- 

stitutionality of the Bank of the United 
States, to qualify, or in any manner to 

impair the force of its disapprobation 
of the removal of the deposites. 

A sixth resolution was passed re- 

questing the Governor to transmit co- 

pies of the above to the Senators and 

Representatives in Congress from this 
State. 

La Fatette.—We find in a Bos- 
ton paper the following extract of a let- 
ter from General Lafayette, to S. F. 
B. Morse, Esq. of that city. 

Lagrange, Nov. 6, 1833. 
You well know the divisions in pub- 

lic opinion here, so that by comparing 
together their several expressions you 
may form a pretty correct judgment of 
the actual situation and progress of 
affairs on this side of the Atlantic. \ ou 

will not therefore suppose thntthc con- 

stitutionality of the juste milieu and its 

royal chief,* is os far as their followers 

pretend to be, from the principles and 
wishes of anti-liberal government.— 
Nor will you think that the patriotism 
and republicanism of France is all con- 

fined within the formula marked out in 
the name of a Soc’y under the invoca- 
tion of Robespierre. That Society, it- 
self chiefly composed of honest citizens 
and devoted patriots, has been unfortu- 

nately and designedly led into errors, 

to which the Police agents have not 

been strangers. The best account that 
has been given of these publications, is, 

agreeably to my opinion, to be found 

in the Courier Francais of the 26th Oc- 

tober, and the enclosed Prccurseur de 

Lyons. 

! Scotland.—The remains of a vessel 

have been recently discovered on some 

s land that has been reclaimed by the 

r draining of the Loch of Spynie, ic 

1 Scotland. It was about thirty feet ir 

3 length, and the stern round, on Sir Ro. 

v bert Stepping’s plan. The ribs wer< 

of oak and entire. It is supposed tha 

-.—.—I 

this vessel has been lost nearly six hun. 
tired years, as one of its dimensions 
could not have navigated the Loch of 
Spynie, more particularly the part 
where it has been found, after the 
twelfth or thirteenth century. 

A new barn, Irejonging to William 
Batsford, at Meriden, Conn., with all 
itscontents, consistingofhay and grain, 
with a valuable horse, was consumed 
last week, by a singular incident. Mr. 
B. had a pig affected with scurvy; he 
applied the usual specific, a shovel full 
of ashes to his back, to effect a cure, 
with which the pig ran under the barn. 
Some embers remaining in the ashes 
set the combustibles around ou fire, and 
hence the calamity. The horse was 
once rescued from the flames, but, be- 
ing left to himself, in the general panic 
rushed aguin into the flames, and was 

destroyed.—Halt. (lax. 

The barn of Mr. Whiteford, near 

Montreal, was discovered to be on fire, 
on the morning ef the 18th ult. Mr. 
Whitelord, accompanied by his brother, 
immediately inn into the stuble, with 
the view of extricating tho cattle; but 
jicrished in the uttempt. lie succeed- 
ed in liberating six COWS out of nine- 
teen; the remaining thirteen, together 
with two horses and n number of sheep 
and pigs, were consumed; Mr. W’s. 
brother escaped with difficulty.—Balt, 
(lax. 

Destruction of the Warren Factory. 
—A little Lefore twelve o’clock on 

Thursday night the extensive Cotton 
Mill belonging to the Warren Manufac- 
turing Company, about fifteen miles 
from the city, was discovered to be on 
fire. The flames first appeared in the 
highest story of the building, near the 
belfry about twenty minutes after the 
watchman had taken his regular half- 
hourly round through the rooms. He 
immediately attempted to give the a- 

larm to the workmen by ringing the bell 
but the second pull of the rope caused 
it to sever at the place where the fire 
had already reached it. Thisoircum- 
stance created some delay in rousing 
the workmen but they were neverthe- 
less at the premises in a comparilively 
short time and used every possible ex- 

ertion to check the fire, but without, 
we regret to add, being able to accom- 

plish it. In a short time the whole 
building, with all its valuable machin- 
ery, was reduced to a heap of ruins. 
None of the adjoining buildings were 

injured. 
The cause of the fire cannot be trac- 

ed. It broke out in a garret room con- 

taining nothing combystible, and but 
little used, nnd the watch-clock indicat- 
ed the regular half-hourly presence of 

| the watchman until the alarm was given. 
The fire was discovered at an early 
stage, but the combustible nature of 
the building, rendered still more so by 
the quantity of oil used on the machin- 
ery, baffled ull efforts to subdue it. By 
far the most distressing circumstance 
connected with the event, is the fact 
that between seven and eight hundred 
persons derived, directly or indirectly, 
their support from this establishment, 
and are thus suddenly deprived of em- 

ployment at this very inclement sea- 

son. 
We understand that the building 

and machinery were insured to the a- 

mount of sixty three thousand dollars 
in several offices in tho Eastern States. 
The property destroyed, however, 
could not be replaced for 8100,000. 

[ Halt. American. 

We are indebted to an Officer of 
the Navy, now at sen, for the Jamaica 

Royal Guzette of December 14th, con- 

taining an uccount of the prorogation 
of the Legislature of that Colony, af- 
ter passing an act of the utmost impor- 
tance to its inhabitants entitled “An 
net for the abolition of Slavery in this 
Island, in consideration of compensa- 
tion, nnd for promoting the industry 
of the manumitted slaves, and to de- 
clare the act of 52d George III. chap. 
155, in force in this Island.” 

In the same paper we find the follow, 

ing interesting paragraph: 
“Just at the sailing of His Majes- 

ty’s brig Racer from Carthagcna, the 
French corvette Nayudc had anchor- 
ed in the Bay from Martinique, where 
she left a squadron of ships of war 

under the command of Admiral do 

Mackuu, who was to follow in four or 

five days, logo and obtain ample sat- 

isfaction from the Government of New 
Granada, for the insult offered to the 

French Consul at Carthagcna. We un- 

derstand that Mons. Barrot, the Consul, 
is to proceed immediately to Cartha- 

gena.” 
Dancing Schools.—On looking over 

the advertisements of dancing masters, 

we have ascertained that these schools 
of taste and fashion are on the increase, 
and wc are glad of it. Many years 
ago, it was supposed that the accom- 

plishment of dancing was a part of cd- 

| Ucation which only should lie enjoyed 
, by the wealthy and fashionable, as ii 
grace, and case, and ptrs uial deport. 

| ment appertained to tny distinct clam. 
Wo are now happy to learn that the 

! price of tuition is so reasotmU ns t. 
be within the compass of general p., 
tronnge, nnd The children ol nearly 
our citizens deem it an essential hranc 
of education. Thero is no doubt tha 
it is a most healthy exercise when judi 
ciously indulged; that it imparts case 

grace, and confidence to the pupils 
and banishes that awkwardness ol'gni 
and embarrassed air which always din 
tinguish a clownish community. Soitm 
of our dancing saloons arc splendidly 
decorated, and nre very spacious. 

.V. Y. Evening Slur. 

4 Rowland for an (Hirer.—On Sat. 
unlay, (says the North Carolina Ex- 
aminer,) Mr. Bragg presented resolu- 
tions in the Commons, approving cer- 

tain acts of Gen. Jackson’s administra- 
tion; nnd Mr. Outlaw, resolutions in 
relation to the Force Bill. Better 
names could not have been selected 
for the duties specified. 

A good Joke.—Tho county meeting 
in Ohio, ordered by Mr. Van Buren, 
meet ns he directs, and then very 
gruvely pass resolutions denouncing 
him and his patent caucus machine for 
making Presidents. This bus already 
Occurred in three counties heard from 
;—Muskingum, Brown and Adams. 

Cure far Duelling.—A writer in 
Blackwood’s Magazine says that there 
can bo but one cure for duelling in En. 
gland nnd 1 return), viz: “the. bunging of 
the challenger, and the transportation 
for li fe of the acceptor of the challenge. 
The seconds should, in every instance, 
he publicly scourged by the. hangmen, 
and also transported for life, except in 
cases when they hud stimulated the 
bud spirit of the parties, in which cases 

they should be hanged.” 
If these laws were enacted nnd rigid, 

ly enforced, they would put a check 
to duelling in England nnd Ireland— 
aye, in America ulso. 

Clerical Anecdote.—A young minis- 
ter received a call from two different 
societies, at once, to become their 
pastor.—One was rich and able to give 
iiima large snlery, and wus well unit, 
ed. The other was poor, nnd so di- 
vided that they had driven away their 
ministers. In this condition, ho nppiled 
to his futher for advice. An aged lie- 

gro servant, who overboard what 
was said, made this reply: “Mussa, 
go where there is the least money and 
tlie most devil.” lie took the advice, 
and was made the happy instrument of 
uniting a distracted church, and con. 

verting many souls to Christ. 

Major Barry.—The 2d clause of the 
8th section of the 1st article of the Con- 
stitution gives to Congress the power 
“to borrow money on the credit of the 
United States;” but ns they have pa**- 
ed no law authorizing the postmaster 
general, as theii agent,to borrow 400,. 
000 dollars which he states lie has oh- 
tained on loan—has he not violated tiro 
Constitution, nnd is he not therefore 
liable to impeachment? 

As there is no mention made in his 
annuul report of the receipt or dis- 
buisement of these 400,000 dollars, 
and ns that report should contain all 
the operations of his department, and 
show all his receipts and disburse- 
ments, from whatever source derivea- 
ble, is not such suppression of fact and 
truth, sufficient cause to institute an 

inquiry by Congress? 
Is it not the duty of the President to 

recommend to Congress an immediate 
anil rigid scrutiny into till the affairs of 
the Post Office Department? 

If the postmaster general borrowed 
this enormous sum without the know, 

ledge and approbation of the President, 
has he not, in so doing, worked a con 

stitutional forfeiture rf office? 
If he borrowed it by the approbation 

and consent of the President, has not 

that high officer by such connivance at 

a violation of law and duty by a subor- 
dinate, subjected himself to impeach- 
ment? 

The postmaster general is bound by 
the act of March 2d, 1799, to render 
once in 3 months to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, a quarterly account of 
all the receipts and expenditures in the 
said Department, to be adjusted and 
settled as other public accounts.— 
Has he done so? If helms so settled, has 
he included the before mentioned loans 
—and if so, why conceal them from 

Congress until they were extorted 
from him by the “searching opertion,” 
of the Senate’s resolution.-Balt. 
Chronicle. 

As some evidence of the present dis- 
tress among business men, und conse- 

quent suffering of the poorer classes, 
we state, upon undoubted authority, 
that four wholesale clothing establish- 

ments have, within a few days, dischar- 
get! from thair employ nearly one thou- 
sand persona. There are in this city 
employed by the various clothing es- 

tablishments ten thousand persons, al- 
most all of whom will be out of employ 

jm a few days, if this state of things 
l .continues,-—jV. Y. Daily .4tie. 

| 
M », 

l-’fraet of a letter from Pensacola, 
« 'r|! **■—U. S. ship 

yOUl* has been just outside tha 
"nr for several days, and unable to get 

[ over, owing to % strong he««d wind;she 
will probably corwe in to-morrow. 
1 boro hus never been so much ice iu 
this country before, and the weather 
continues cold for the climate.” 

Nkw Oiti.KA?ia, January 4. 
Last night was exceedingly cold and 

stormy, and though it would scarcely 
ito believed that a man could freeze to 
death in this climate, (and perhaps 
none over did before,) Jive votaries of 
liacchus were caught napping iu ilia 
street, ami hurried to the narrow houst 
in the icy arms of Jack Frost. Tha 
ground is converted from a jelly, a 
state it lino been in over sinco my ar- 
rival, (some weeks,) to a rock, and tha 
snow is now four inches drop. l*rovi- 
ously a lira was not nccessury in our 

I ollice. The change is so sudden, that 
many persnudo thumselvea it never 
was so cold before, even under tha 
north pole. The planters here think 
it will effectually destroy all the orange 
trees and cane, and 1 think they have 
good grounds for their fears. 

Boston, January 97. 
Tiie Mails continue to arrive with 

thoir regular irregularity. There wai 
a rumor uIkjuI the town last week that 
the mail contractors, in the northern 
regions—that is, between New York 
and Boston—have hud no pay for the 
Inst three quarters of the year, and that, 
that accounts for tho trouble in con- 

veying the mails. It may be so.— 
The contractors and owners of stages 
we suppose arc not bound to fulfil their 
part bf the contract, if tho other high 
contrncling party refuses or neglect* 
to fulfil his duty.—Let Major Burry 
look to it.—Couriir. 

Post Owns Reform.—Wo hare a 
statement from an Ohio paper, which 
|goes (o show that tho Post Office I)e- 
partment has been reformed to soma 

purpose. At the political Convention 
of the 8th instant, which assembled in 
Columbus, there were eleven Postmus- 
tors from one county!—Halt. Patriot 

/*«»/ Office, Cincinnati, I'M Jan. 1854, 
On Friday the 17th January, 1884, 

the mail stage left Cincinnati fbr Pay- 
ton, and in attempting to cross Mill 
Crock, ubout ten miles north of th# 
city, the stage and horses were wash- 
ed down the slrenm, the stage upset, 
and one of the passengers drowned. 
His body is not yet found. The mail- 
bag wns found yesterday, and tho let- 
ters all saved: most of the bnggag# 
recovered. From letters of recommen- 
dation found in tho trunk of the per- 
son drowned, bis name wns Arthur 
Fletcher, of tho House of Messrs. 
Brown Ai Dan ton, London, England. 

W.M. BURKE, P. M. 

Colonization Meeting.—A large as- 

sembly met in the Hall of the House of 
Representatives, on Monday evening. 
After the Annual Report wns rend, Mr. 
Findlay of New York, Bishop Mead# 
of Virginia, Mr. Breckenridge of Md. 
Pr. Spring of New York, Mr. Garrett 
Smith of New York, Mr. Frclinghuysen 
of New Jersey, and some others ad- 
dressed the meeting, after presenting 
resolutions. Mr. Smith presented 
85000 to tho society on condition that 
850,000 wns raised in sixty days, to 
be paid in five annual instalments of 
810,000- A large sum, we under- 
stand was added to Mr. S’s. donation 
before the meeting adjourned.— H ash. 
inglon Ex. 

Dense Population.—Under this head a 

New York paper lately mentioned th# 
case of over 100 people living in that 
city in one house. We have sine# 
noticed, in a London Review, a do- 
scription of a section of that metropolis 
where 30 or 40 houses were occupied, 
as the visiting authorities stated, by at 
least 2,000 people—or an average of 
from 50 to 70 in a house. One domi- 
cil of this kind contained 100 beds, 
which were let for the night, to beg- 
gars and other characters of like cali- 
bre—in addition to the daily and re- 

gular occupation. 

An Arduous Duty.—The person 
whom Captain Ross took with him as 

mste to the A retie regions, obtained 
there the command of a Whaler called 
the North Pole, the captain of which 
had died. A person enquiring wheth- 
er the mate had arrived with the gal- 
lant captain and his comrades, was in- 
formed that he had remained behind t$ 
bring home the North Pole. 


