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General News Summary. 
CONGRESS. 

A NUMBER of bills were introduced in 
the Senate, on the 15th, among them the follow
ing: To authorize the payment of fees of counsel 
for the defenne of poor persons in the court* of 
the United States: to promote immigration to tfte 
United 8tates; to extend, facilitate and cbeajfen 
land and water transportation of freight ana 
jvuvnirers, and to promote industry and labor 
without. further appropriation of public property 
cr increase of the public debt. Sir. Morrill «ub-
nfittrdHJi amendment to Mr. Matthews' Silver 
resolution, renting at length the variouH acta of 
Confess pled .'ing the faith of the Uovrrnment, 
etc. " A resolution of imjuiry v.a*adopted relative 
to the amount of Government bond* Hold sine# 
March 4.1061. Mr. Yonrhcs syoke upon the res
olution previously submitted ny him, declaring 
it of the highest imi>ortanee that the financial 
credit of the Government be maintained. He 
claimed that every Government Ixmd which did 
not expressly stipulate payment in coin was just-
lv payable in legal-tender notes, and thnt three-
fourths of the National debt was thus legally find 
justly payable in National curri'iiey: he favored 
the lepcal of the Resumption act. .- In the 
House. bills were introduced and referred—for 
reduction of iMMtage: to prevent further contrac
tion of the currency. In Committee of the 
Whole, Mr. Priee spoke in favor of the rcmone-
tization of the silver dollar. 

IN the Senate, on the 16tli, a motioa 
to refer the Matthews resolution in regard to pay 
ing bond# in silver .to the Judiciary Committee 
was rejected—yeas, 111; njiya, 81 and after some 
discussiou the further consideration of the reso
lution was postjnmcd until the 18th. Senator 
Cockrell formally announced the de;ith of the 
late Senator of Mi^ouri. and eulogies 
were pronoun.ed by a mimlter of Senators • - - In 
the Hou**1. a coinmnmintion W3i« prevented from 
Eliral>**th Thomj*<"n. of New York, tendering 

tion Proclamation 
Emancipa-

by President Lincoln 
and a r< solution waa 

adopted accenting the gift and denumating Feb. 
12 as the day tor its formal reception. Ui 11a were 
passed --authorizing holders <»f uiihtamiH'd docu
mented atlix the necessary stamp* in the pres
ence of the .I udg<» or Clerk of the Court of Ree-
orti. who Bhall nuikea certilitvite t<» that cflfect; 
appropriating .$10 140 for the removal f»f HnagH 
and other oUstruetions from the Mississippi. Mis
souri and Arknnsjis Hivers. and $G,tiOO to open the 
navigation of Red River above Shn?vep<»rt. 

A BILL was introduced and referred 
in the Senate, on the 17th, to pnnish the forcible 
obstruction of inter-State commerce bj- railways. 
Mr. cDonald submitted resolutions of respoct 
to the memory of the late Senator Morton, and 
made suitable remarks uixm the life and charac
ter of the deceased. Euolgies '.v-i*- then pro
nounced by Messrs. Thurman, Conkling. Morgan, 
Bruce. Edmunds, Burnsido, 13<«»tb, Anthony, 
Wadlergh, Paddoc.'< and Voorheea—Billa were 
introduced in the Houm.; to restrict Chinese im-
mignition; to ex^nd tho provisions of the 
laws relating to soldiers and sailors of the War of 
1>12. liiils were jwssed- to make person* ehnrge<l 
with crimes and offenses eomt>cteiit witneaaes, at 
their own rciueht but n<>; otheiwise, in United 
States Courts, but th^ir failure t^> make s\»eh 
request shall not civate any presumption against 
them: directing the Secretary of War t-o pay to 
the officers and soldiers engaged in the War with 
Mexico the three months' axtra pay already pro
vided for by act of Congress. • 

A BILL was introduced and referred 
in the Senate, on the J8th. reviving and continu
ing the Court of Commissioners of the Alabama 
Claims, and for the distribution of the unappro-
priated moneys of the Geneva award. Several 
petitions were presented and referred. Ames-

sage was presented from the 1'n^ident inclosing 
a report from the Attorney-General to the effect 
that the President had no sp« edic authoiityto 
oblige the Union Pacific Railroad (\.inpany to 
desiat from an unlawful use ot its road, if such 
use exists nor ;s he empowered to ascertain 
whether the 1 iw is being violat d. these uues>-
tionsare forth-* courts ti) Ueteimii.e; until the 
rights of the companies are judicially ascer
tained it is not a<lv,s.tble to have them defined 
through any criminal pro eedincs imd-'rtheact 
of July fli. 187# The Matthews S lver resolution 
was further debated. Messrs. Merrimon and 
Maxev siHVtking in its favor. Adjourned to the 
21st- •" - In the Iloiw, a bill was intrmlucetl and 
eferrcd, donating lands to the sever.il States and 

Ter ivhieh provide colleg • the 
education of females. The Military Academv 
Abpropriation bill i>»272,l*;.>) WJIS re^>orte<l and 
ma ie the special order for the 22d. Majority and 
minority reports were made in the contested 
election case for the Fourth District of Califor
nia, the former declaring that the Democratic 
contestant.-'Peter D. \Vigginton\ and the latter 
that the Republican tPaeheeot, is entitled to the 
seat. Several private bills were referred to Com
mittee of the Whole. The Senate resolutions re
lating to the death of Senator Morton were 
adopted and eulogies pronounced. Adjourned to 
the Ulst. 

BILLS were introduced and referred 
in the Senate, on the 21st, to establish a mint for 
the coinage of gold and silver at Indianapolis, 
Ind.; authorizing the coinage of a standnxd silver 
dollar, and providing that gold and silver jointly, 
and not otherwise, shall be a legal tender; the 
Matthews Silver resolution was taken up, and 
Messrs. Jones ami Cockrell spoke in its favor— 
Among the bills introduced in the House were 
th«. following: Authorizing the coinage of the 
silver dollar, and declaring gold and silver joint
ly, and not otherwise, to be full letral tender; to 
incorporate the National Railroad Company, fox 
the purpose of constructing a railway from the 
Atlantic seaboard to Chicago. St. Louis and 
Council Bluffs; to'prevent further reduction or 
retirement of United States Treasury notes, 
and to keep them, after resumption, 

paper currency of the country 

and opposition to all measures by which tba 
public credit may be Impaired; approving tbt 
refusal of the Forty-fourth Congress to ap
propriate money for the Army while nsed in 
illegal and despotic oppression of citizens of 
any portion of the Republic; demanding more 
complete protection for the savings of the in
dustrial clashes by stricter supervision and 
control of savings banks, insurance conp*> 
nies, and other institutions in which the peo» 
pie's money may be invested. 

THE Iow& Legislature organized, on 
the 16th, by electing the Republican nomineea 
—J. A. T. Hill being elected Secretary of the 
Senate, and John Y. Stone* Speaker of the 
House. The Republican members, on the 
evening of the same day, renominated Hon. 
Wm. B. Allison for United States Senator. 

THE late Senator Morton's unfinished 
report of the Chinese investigation, conducted 
by a committee of the United States Senate, 
having been found amocg his papers, was sub
mitted to the Senate by Mr. Wadleigh, on the 
17th, and ordered printed. It is said to be very 
favorable to the Chinese. 

A JOINT resolution was unanimously 
adopted by the National House of Represents* 
tivce, on ihe 17th, extending thanks to Henry 
M. Stanley, the African Explorer, fo» solving 
the most important geographical problem of 
the age. 

OK the 17th, Hon. John H. Gear, the 
new Governor of Iowa, was formally inau
gurated. 

THE Kentucky Legislature, on the 
17th, elected Gen. John 8. Williams to be 
United States Senator to succeed Hon. Thom
as C. McCreery. 

THE President, on the 18th, nomi
nated Hon. Geo. Williamson, cx Minlster-Rcs-
ident at Guatanieln, to be Collector of the 
Port of New Orleans. 

EX-SEC'Y BRISTOW was banqueted, by 
the citizens of Boston, on the evening of the 
18th. 

THE members of the Louisiana Re
turning Board were arraigned on the charge 
of forgery and altering the returns from Ver
non Parish, on the 18th. They pleaded not 
guilty, aud gave bail for trial. 

THE Maryland Legislature, on the 
18th, elected Ex-Gov. James B. Groome Uuited 
States Senator to succecd Mr. Dennis for the 
term beginning March 5,1879. 

THE Illinois State Grange, at its re
cent session in Peoria, re-elected A. C. For-
sythe as Master. 

WM. M. TWEEI> has made applica
tion to the Supreme Court of New York for 
his discharge under the Poor Debtor act. He 
was taken to the Court ou the but the 
case was postponed. ' \* 

YOB BIG w. 

ON the 16th, tbd Turkish Minister of 
Foreign Affairs addressed a note to the repre
sentatives of the Great Powers, explaining the 
misunderstanding which had arisen in relation 
to the armistice with Russia, and asking their 
intervention to bring about a suspension of 
hostilities. 

A LONDON telegram of the 16th says 
Suleiman Pasha's Army was between two Rus
sian Armies on the road to Adrianople, with a 
prospect of speedy capttire. 

A SPECIAL from Tiflis to the Vienna 
Fres* of the 16th says the Turkish Commander 
at Erzerourn had offered to surreuderthe posi
tion, if allowed to retire with his army. 

AN Athens (Greece) telegram of the 
16th says that the National Guard in all 
Greece had been called to arms. It was 
thought that insurrection impended in Tbes-
saly and Epirus. The Cretan Assembly had 
voted the annexation of Crete to Greece. 

IT was reported from Constantinople, 
on the 17th, that, should the pending nego
tiations for an armistice fail, the Porte would 
order the flag of the Prophet to be unfurled, 
and permit the British fleet to enter the Dar
danelles. 

A VIENNA telegram of the 17th says 
the Porte had abandoned the hope of Suleiman 
Pasha being able to reach Adrianople, and had 
ordered its evacuation. 

THE Russian vanguard has occupied 
Eski-Saghra and Yeni-Saghra. 

THE British Parliament was opened, 
on the 17th, by a speech from the Throne, read suspend for five years the operation of the law 

ing the purchase, annually, of 1 per 
>f ihe debt of the United States; for a Con- 1 that, while neither Russia nor Turkey had so 

l^r/dlrn^ ! the condition* of B.itUh neu-
" " * " ' on the i trality, circumstances were likely to arise 

theMu^ ! render British intervention nec
essary, and she trusted that Parliament would 
supply the means to perfect the necessary 

i Legislature ....... 
Capital was reported back advereely and laid , r -- r --

i "eMU"* of precaution and protection. 

AN organization of 5,000 colored 
residents of Florida having appointed Rev. 
Mr. Sturks to inquire into the advantages of 
Hayti and San Domingo as points for them to 
emigrate to for the betterment of their con
dition, Mr. 8. has obtained a great deal of 
information relative thereto, but, still being 
undecided in the matter, he had 
an interview a few days ago with 
President. Hayes, and laid the situation 
before him. The President has responded in 
a letter, in which he says: " I am not well in
formed as to the advantages offered by San 
Domingo to immigrants, but my impression is 
that your people should not be hasty In decid
ing to leave the country- The mere difference 
in climate is a very serious objection to re
moval. The first generation in all such re
movals suffer greatly. It Is my opinion, also, 
that the evils which now aftcct you are likely, 
steadily and, 1 hope, rapidly to diminish. My 
advice is, therefor^, against the proposed emi
gration. n * 

Ex-Gov. WASHBURN has donated his 
residence and sixty acres of land ("Edgo-
wood"), near Madison, Wis., worth 1103,000 
to the State of Wisconsin, for the establish. 

THE late King of Italy was buried at 
Home, on the 17th, with elaborate ceremonials. 

ACCORDING to Fera dispatches of the 
18th, the Grand Duke Nicholas had that day 
met the Turkish Peace Commissioners at 
Jamboli, and announced that he had decided 
to treat only at Adrianople, which place he 
demanded should be Immediately evacuated. 
The Commissioners assented, and at once tele
graphed the necessary orders. 

THE Turks hare evacuated and 
burned Tartar-Bazardjlk, and also evacuated 
Fhilippopolls. They attempted to burn the 
latter place, but the Russians extinguished 
the flames. 

ACCORDING to the estimate of the 
Russian Minister of Finance, the extraordi
nary expenses caused by the war with Tur
key amounted to about 433,000,000 roubles. 

DB. SLADE, the American Spiritual
ist, has been expelled from Berlin. 

A TKLKGRAJi from The Hague, of 
the 80th, says a marriage had been negotiated 
between the Prince of Orange and Princess 
Beatrice of England. 

ON the 20th, at noon, the Russians 
entered Adrianople, securing several hundred 
siege guns and an immense amount of war ma
terial. Negotiations were at once begun for 

ment of a Reformatory and Industrial School. peace, but the Plenipotentiaries wereconsider-
for Girls. 1 able at variance in the preliminary proposi-

A HARTFOKD (Conn.) dispatch of the j tions. 
17th says the number of killed in the railroad I AN Athe&S (Greece) telegram OR the 
disaster at TariSriile was fourteen; wounded, ' 20tb says the insurrection in Thessaly was 
forty-live, some severely, but most of them spreading, and a strong Turkish force baft 
only slightly 

ACCORDING to the • annual circular 
jnst issued by Dun, Barlow <fe Co., the num
ber of commercial failures in 1877 were 8,873— 

been sent to the frontier. The insurgents 
were said to be fighting uuder the Greek flag. 

ACCORDING to Constantinople tele-
grams of the 21st, the Turks were arranging a 

220 less than in 1 S7o. The total liabilities for new line of defense about Constantinople, al-
1ST7 were $U>0.6<>!i,009, against 1191,117,000 In though the general opinion was that the Ras-
187ft. In the Eaftero States the percentage of sians would not advance beyond Adrianople. 
failures was one in every fifty-eight; In the It was believed that the negotiations pending 
Middle States, one in every seventy-three; in . would speedily evenuate in peace. 
the Southern States, one iu every eighty-five; 
in the Western States, one in every eighty-
four, and in the Pacific 8tates and Territories 
one in every fortv-four. 

A BOY named James Hennessy, aged 
twelve years, at Newburyport, Mass., intend
ing to frighten some little girls, the other day, 
took a loaded gun, when it weDt off, instantly 
killing Rosa Farrell, aged six years, and 
wounding two others. 

THE London Royal Geographical 
Society has resolved to give a banquet to 
Stanley, the African discoverer, and to invite 
him to read a paper on his explorations. 

CLEOPATRA1 S M KSDLE reached Graves-
end, Eng., on the 21st. 

THE story is told of a married lady, a 
frequenter of auctions, who had set her 

A MAN named Elijah Allen died at heart on a certain costly Japanese vase 
Shenandoah Citv, Pa., on the 20th, of hydro- °ffe,red ,at. a rePen* ^ 
phobia, after suffering intenseasonv. ! ?P°>?n to her h.u!b«n4 »bout it, but he 

I had discouraged her thinking of it, say-
THE Keokuk (Iowa) Northern Pack-, jjjg IT would be too high. But she 

et Company has recently voted to dispenM j to the auction unknown to him; 
with the sale of liquors on all the boats be-; and he, unknown to her, dropped i f 
longing to the line. The bars have hereto-; during the morning, thinking that he 
fore yielded a net revenue of *12,000 per year. woulJ gtrain a point and bay it, in 

nUOMt AND POUTIGAIm 

HON. GEO. H. PENDLETON was elect
ed United States Senator by the Ohio Legislar 
tare, on the 15th, receiving 91 of the 138 votes 
on joint ballot, lie succeeds Hoa. Stanley 
Matthews In March, 1879. 

PRESIDENT HAVES, on the 16th, ap
pointed the following Commissioners to the 
Paris Exposition: Geo. A. Halsey and Wm. B. 
Shippen, of New Jersey, and Bronson Bayless 
and Peter Staub, of Tennessee.. 

SAMI EL BOWLES, editor and proprie
tor of the Springfield (M.iss.) Jtr/mbliam, died 
in that city, on the nig!;t of the Wlh. 

THE New Hampshire State Demo
cratic Convention met at Concord, on the 
10th, Mg nominated Fr»nk A. McKcan, fo» 
Governor, and H. B. Fowler, for Railroad 
Commissioner. Among the resolution? adopt
ed were—(let-laria^ iu favor of a stable cur-
Itaey, honest payment of tbe public, debt, I 90,006. 

*' ,04w&KlT 

L ?  I 

possible, to please her. The vase was 
put up, and the bidding was lively for 
a time. At last there were but two 
bidders, and both were in dead earnest. 
The exsitanaent ran high; the figure 
reached WM ter above the real value, 
but both persisted. At last one of the 
two gave out. and she went home to 
tell her hnshand of her duu/rtn, oalv to 
leant that she had been Uoltactgwut 
him, and that the vase was hen at a 
ruinous price. 

THE Constable's ooenpation has cone 
In Chicago, where it is considered an 
act of pwiio bsnarolenee to resist a 
forMN*u»atl!»«i)Mdeot a revolver. 

Wl—iiWiofc wfal UtWnert terri-
tory tojoatk Inr steMsa ta» the 
fuaOf sf Statw. Hsyopwlatio»aowU 

|a)JJ WMllfe-.: 

IOWA STATE NEWS. 

EPOBAIM DAY, a farmer, residing near Cres-
ton, was arrested, on tbe 14th, upon tbe charge 
of railroad-wrecking. Early last spring, Day 
had two of his horses killed by a passing 
train. The Railroad Company claimed that, 
on account of tbe peculiar character of the ac
cident, they were not liable for damages. 
From that time dates his animosity to the 
road, and it is charged that early in November 
he placed two tics on the track, intending to 
obstruct the passage of the passenger-train, 
but it was delayed and a freight came in con
tact with the tie9. The eugine waa thrown off 
and considerable damage done. The company 
have been on the alert for the perpetrator of 
the ontrage, and on the 14th the matter cul
minated in the arrest of Day/ while cutting 
down a telegraph-pole. He was equipped with 
an ax and a chisel, the latter to be used in ef
fectually destroying the wire. The officers ar
rested him without resistance, but he after
ward escaped and was retaken. He has con
fessed the whole business and seems to feel the 
enormity of his crime. 

THB following are the officers of the State 
8cnate: Secretary, J. A. T. Hull, of Davis 
County; First Assistant, A. 8. McCarean, of 
Clay; Second Assistant, Ed E. Merritt, of 
Iowa; Sergeant at-Arms, Andrew Day, of 
Lucas; Postmistress, Miss Louisa Rehkopf, of 
Van Buren; Doorkeeper, Theodore Schreiner, 
of Henry; Engrossing Clerk, Miss H. Ray-
bourne, or Polk; Enrolling Clerk, Mi.^s 8- M. 
Hallett, of Buchanan. The House officers are: 
Speaker, Hon. John Y. Stone, of Mills; Chief 
Clerk, W. A. Lucas, of Cerro Gordo; First 
Assistant, Ben Van Steinberg, of Jackson; 
Second Assistant, T. Reigest, of Jasper; En
rolling Clerk, Mrs. M. A; Norrls, of Mahaska; 
Engrossing Clerk, Miss Ada P. Gaston, of 
Benton; Sergeant-at-Arms, M. J. Mueller, of 

; Postmistress, Mrs. Alice C. Coffin, of 
Marshall; Doorkeeper, G. Reese, of Polk. The 
appointment of minor officers was left to the 
Speaker. 

JOHN MCMANUS, aged about twenty-flve 
years, was run over the other night by an en
gine on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway between North and South McGregor, 
from the effects of which he died next morn
ing. 

CAROLINE ROBERTS, of Dubuque, commit
ted suicide, on the 16th, by hangiug herself in 
the cellar of her house. Cause, intemperate 
habits. 

HARRISON SCTRLOCK, living near Iowa City, 
was thrown from a runaway horse, the other 
day, receiving injuries from which he subse-
qu ntly died. 

THE residence of Robert J'ickson, in Win-
fleld, 'Washington County, was totally de
stroyed by fire, the othef evening. An ex
plosion from unknown causes occurred during 
the fire, completely demolishing one end of 
the building. Some $1,200 in currency was 
consumed. Loss on building, $2,000. 

JAMES LACET, of Augusta, had lived unhap
pily with his wife. Friday both agreed to a 
separation and to a division of property, and 
on the lOih Mrs. Laccy's brother was sent to 
their home for her share. As soon as he left 
the house with the property, Lacey shot him
self through the heart. 

THE Southwestern Iowa Poultry Breeders* 
Association will hold a show of poultry and 
pet stock at Red Oak, Montgomery County, 
on Feb. 14 and 15. 

THE latest reports from St. Louis give the 
following as the current prices for leading 
staples: Flour—XXX, Fall, fc5.70($5.90. 
Wheat—No. 3 Red, Fall, *Llft»l.ltttf; No. 2 
Spring, $1.031?;?<$1.06; Corn—No. 2 Mixed, 
4U*'@41)-*c; Rve—No. % 58(<$53^e; Oats— 
25(o)25Hc; Pork—*10.s0@l0.y0; Lard— 
7&@7tfc; Hogs-*3^>0(g4.50; Cuttle—$3.50 
<35.50. -

THE LEGISLATURE. 

SENATE.—On the 14th, the Senate 
was called to order by Lieut.-Gov. Rothert, and 
J. A. T. Hull waa elected Temporary Secretixy. 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE.—The House was called to 
order, and Fred O'Donnell, a Democrat, of Du
buque, wits ehosen Temporary Speaker. A Com
mittee on Credentials was appointed and the 
House adjourned. 

SENATE.—The only business tran-
sacted, on the 15th, was the r ermanent organiza
tion, all the nominees of the Republican caucus 
being elected. A resolution to elect a President 
p. o (> tn. was voted do wn—28 to 18. 

HOUSE.—The House completed its 
organization by the election of Hon. J. Y. Stone 
for Speaker, and the nominees of the Republican 
caucus for the minor oftioes. No other hu»ineaa 
was transacted exeept the introduction of a reso
lution favorine the restoration of the old silver 
dollar. At 11:30 a. ra. both houses met in joint 
convention and listened to the reading of the 
Governor's Message, after which both adjourned. 

SENATE.—No business of importance 
was transacted in the Senate, on the 16th. After 
eanvassing the vote for Governor, in joint ses
sion, the Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE.—The House transacted no 
business of importance. Both houses met in 
joint session and canvassed the vote for Governor 
and Lieutenant-Governor, after whioh an ad
journment waa had. 

SENATE.—On the 17th, Lieut.-Gov. 
F. T. Campbell was inducted into office as Pres
ident of the Senate, at the conclusion of Gov. 
Gear's inaugural addreps. The retiring Presi
dent, Hon. H. W. Roc her f, made a feeling spo-ch 
on retiring, and Mr. Campl>ell nl*o addn ssed the 
Senate at some length. The Standing Commit
tees were reappointed. 

HOUSE.—Bills were introduced—to 
make silver a full legal-tender in payment of all 
debts; to provide for the collections of deposits 
from banking institutions, and for punishment 
of bank oiheers violating the provision of the bill: 
to amend the provision regulating th° fees of 
attornejsin certain cases, limiting murdcrcases 
to $50 and other felonies to $20: to confer exclu
sive jurisdiction to Justices of the Peace, and 
limiting appeals from sale, and giving exclusive 
jurisdiction in certain civil cases of lcs3 than 
f 10o, and by agreement can try cases where the 
amount does not exceed $300. .Resolutions were 
introduced—in favor of amending the Constitu
tion so as to allow the abolition or Grand Juries, 
and instructing the committee to report on 
amendment ; to let tlie State printing and bind
ing to the lowest resjionsible bidder, and to de
fer the election of Printer and Binder. Tbe res
olution was tabled—3 eas, 61; nays, 43. Both 
House* met in joint session and listened to the 
reading of the Gov ernor's inaugural address. 

SENATE.—On the 18th, bills were in
troduced—to regulate the herding of cattle; to 
fix the compensation of short-hand reporters, 
etc., etc. Adjourned until the 22d. 

HOUSE.—Sundry bills were intro
duced. A resolution was adopted to elect a 
United States Senator, on the 2ftL Adjourned 
nnfal the 22d» 

Ben llolladay'8 Hose. 

While traveling in a Washington 
train recently with a number of ac
quaintances, old Ben Hollailay became 
unusually communicative. He climbed 
the Rocky Mountains, waded through 
the Great Salt Lake, jumped across the 
Black Canyon of the Colorado, danced 
in the Death Valley, cooked grizzlies 
in the Yellowstone Geysers, scudded 
down the Shoshone Falls, and told a 
score of stories so thrilling that the 
hair of his hearers arose in protest. 
One of his yarns was both startling and 
amusing. 

" One night," said he, "long before 
the Pacific Railroad was built, I was 
bouncing over the plains in one of my 
overland coaches. My wife was with 
me. She was sick, and lay asleep on 
the bottom of the stage on a bed of buf
falo skins. The night was fearfully 
dark, and a drizzling rain was falling. 
Mrs. Holladav and myself were the 
only passengers. Several stages had 
been robbed within twj months, and 
the driver was ripping along as though 
a gang of prairie-wolves were after 
himT Suddenly the horses were thrown 
on their haunches and the stage 
stopped. I was heaved forward, but 
quickly recovered, and found myself 
gazing at the muzzles of a double-bar
reled shot-gun. By the dim light of 
the stage-lamps the barrels looked as 
big as nail-keg*. 'Throw up your 
hands and don't stir.' shouted the 
owner Of a gruff voice. Up went my 
hands, and I began to commune with 
myself. I saw that he did not know 
woo I was, and I was afraid that my 
siok wtte might awake and oall me by 
name. My ooat was buttoned over my 
bosom. Ant hardly high enough to Mia 
a magnificent emerild th»t ooet V&L 

—- *- - -

over $8,000 a few weeks before in San 
Francisco. I hardly breathed through 
fear that the light might strike the 
stone, and its sparkling brilliancy at
tract the attention of the robber. I 
had about $40,000 in a money-belt 
close to the skin, and several hundred 
dollars in my pocket. 

"Suddenly my friend shouted, 
'Come, shell out mighty quick, or Til 
send the devil a free lunch.1 

" I passed out the few hundreds loose 
in my pockets, and handed him my 

fold- watch and chain. They were 
efty. I think the chain alone would 

weigh five pounds at least. 
" 'There,' said I, 'there's every cent 

I've got. Take it and let me go on. My 
wife is very sick, and I don't know what 
would happen to her if she knew what 
was going on.' 

" ' Keep your hands up,' was the re
ply, while a second robber received the 
watch aud money. Then a search was 
made for the Express Company's box, 
but the double-barreled shot-gun did 
not move. Its muzzles were within a 
foot of my nose. For my life I did not 
dare to stir. My nose began to itch. 
The stiff hairs of my mustache got up 
one after another and tickled it until the 
sensation was intolerable I could stand 
it no longer. 

" ' Stranger,' I cried, ' I must scratch 
my nose. It itches so that I am almost 
era*,}-.' 

" ' Move vourhand,' he shouted,' and 
I'll blow a hole through your head big 
enough for a jack rabbit to jump 
through.' I appealed once more. 
' Well,' he answered, ' keep your hands 
still, and I'11 scratch it for you. I hate to 
see a partner suffer.' " 

"Did he scratch it?" asked one of 
Ben's interested listeners. 

"Sure," said Mr. Holladay. 
" How?" asked the breathless listr 

ener. 
" With the muzzle of the cocked gun," 

said the great overlander. " He rubbed 
the muzzle around my moustache and 
raked it over the end of my nose until I 
thanked him and said that it itched no 
longer." 

The robberssoon afterward took their 
leave, with many apologies, and Ben 
continued his journey to the Missouri 
with his big emerald and $40,000.—N. 
}'. Sun 

Concealing Plunder. 

.Doubtless there are no two persons 
living whom the people and press of 
Western Massachusetts will be more-
delighted to have crowded out of sight 
and mind than tho Northampton Bank 
burglars. But {here are a few more 
things to be said about them before 
they are finally consigned to the ob
livion of a prison workshop. One of 
the items of their historic career, about 
which the public has been anxious to 
know, ever since it was ascertained that 
the bulk of the stolen securities re
mained in town awhile after the rob
bery, has been the local hiding-place 
of those bonds. Suspicion has long 
pointed to the Bridge-street school-
house, so often mentioned during the 
trials as containing the attic where the 
burglars camped while maturing their 
plans. This was, in fact, the hiding-
place of the bonds; but they were not 
hid, however, under the platform, but 
inside of an inclosed and stationary 
bench, which was fastened to the wall 
at the right of the teacher's chair. 
This bench was made for little children 
to sit on, and the wall above it is paint
ed black, so that they can stand on the 
bench and draw. The burglars made 
skillful preparation for depositing the 
plunder while it was yet lying behind 
the doors of the bank vault. They first 
cut the nails that fastened down the 
top of the bench by running a cold-
chisel under the top-byard so that they 
ceased to hold, although the nail-heads 
on the surface of the ooard showed no 
signs of luiving been disturbed. Holes 
were then bored in the board, and large 
screws inserted to hold it down, the 
heads being sunk below the surface and 
covered with beeswax, exactly the col
or of the board. The concealment of 
these screws was thus made so perfect 
that the bank officers had trouble to 
tind them a few months ago, when they 
opened the bench at the suggestion of 
the burglars. The latter told them 
after the jury trial that they would find 
enough under that bench to satisfy 
them that the bonds had been there, 
also remarking that they would have to 

find the screws" before they took off 
the cover. When two of the Directors, 
who went to the school-house to make, 
an examination, saw the bench was ap
parently nailed down, one said to the 
other, "they have lied to us," but, 
after a little investigation, the screws 
were found, and, when the cover was 
off, quite a collection of burglar's tools 
und Cashier Whittlesey's bunch of keys, 
marked with his name, and missed 
since the robberv, were revealed to the 
eyes of the wondering bank men. The 
school-house had been in use in the in
terval since the robbery.—Springfield 
(Mass.) Republican. 

An Apology for Slang. 

In slang, humor or implied fun or 
satire of some sort is more or less an 
element. For example, when a gentle
man who is inclined to talk somewhat 
tediously upon a subject which he has 
at heart, and on which his hearers are 
not much inclined to listen, is told to 
" hire a hall," he is generally able to 
see some satire and the others some 
fun in the recommendation. Slang has, 
in many cases, a pith and pungency 
which make it not only pardonable, but 
tolerable. It often expresses a feeling, 
if not a thought, of the passing day, 
which could not be so forcibly ex
pressed—for the day—in any other 
phraseology. It is generally evanes
cent; but sometimes it endures and 
becomes a part of the recognized vocab 
ulary of a language. For example, the 
word mob was originally slang. It is 
supposed to be a contraction—the first 
syllable of mobile vulgus, a scornful 
phrase for the lowest order of common 
people. Tandem, also, was originally 
a slang word. It is Latin for "at 
length;" but as applied to driving two 
horses at length instead of abreast, it is 
just such Latin as nunquam animus for 

never mind." Another slang word, 
swell, meaning grand, fine, pretentious, 
is now perceptibly passing into recog
nized vocabulary of good usage. It is 
a very convenient ana expressive word, 
and is used now by the best speakers of 
English without hesitation. It can 
hardly fail to appear in the dictionaries 
of the next generation.—Richard Grant 
White. 

IN India last year 19,278 persons and 
54,830 cattle were destroyed by wild 
animals and poisonous snakes, a con
siderable increase that, however, may 
bo accounted for in part by the greater 
accuracy of the later set of statistics. 
Over $62,000 have been spent during 
the year in rewards for the destruction 
of noxious animals and reptiles. The 
complete figures for the last season 
were 22,357 wild animals and 270,185 
poisonous snakes killed. 

IT was in Pennsylvania. He proposed 
to the daughter of a neighbor. She 
laughed at him and told him she was 
going to marry another man—a rival, 
whom he disliied. He then went home 
and hang himself. When she heard of 
his dMtk she eried out, "Oh, I intended 
M marry Billy—I was only teasing 
Mm," and became unconscious. So n 
Wjoold appear that Billy was none too 
soon in hanging himself.—Chicago 
Jturnai. 

ASOTHER RAILROAD-BRIDGE DIS
ASTER. 

Two Engine*, a Baggage and Three 
Passenger Car* Fall Through a 
Broken Bridge near TarMTvllle, 
Conn.—Over a Dozen Persons Killed 
and Many Others Injured*—The Con
ductor-a Statement. 

HARTFORD, Conn., Jan. 16. 
Latest advices from the scene of the 

railrt>ad disaster last night, and from 
places where the wounded were taken, 
place the number of dead at thirteen. 
It is possible that more may be found 
in the wreck. T. M. Elmer, conductoi, 
thus describes the accident: 
1 hitd i>ecn in the mail compartment in the 

baggage-car, whew I left Mr. Jones. Superintend
ent, assorting ti< k'-fs. I hjid started togothnmgh 
the train, auu had got just by the front door of 
the IwicgJtgc-car, and was about to open it, when 
1 felt the rear cud settling »nd htfird a loud 
crash. My hand wa.-» almost on the door-knob. 
Close by m a corner of the car was a stove in 
which was a very hot lire. My thought was to 
get away from the lire so as not to l>e burned. 
The re.ir end of the car went down a little, 
and wttied, and then ti e whole car dropped 
down with very little pitching one side, and 
struck. I had jumped Wiek from the doeff: 
and was a few seats l;;tck, CIQBC to a winduift, 
when the car brought up. Jmt as it struck* *1 

heavy l>eam fell down upon tfjje^roof, and came 

tin othe v the 
car, all patenters, whom I cini uot know. It WHS 
very dark in the ear. FO ttvit I could see nothing 
excepting a stn aL of liirht which came through 
the hole in th«' roof made by the l>eam. This 
hole was large enough foramantoeniwlthrouph. 
The other men saw the opening, and we triedto 
get out. bnt found we cou'd not reach the roof, 

while the water was coming into the car 
thr< :h the floor anil windo •nugl 

>idh rising. It got up to a point above 
our *a:sta and stnpp«d, when we knew 
that the ear had stu ck l otlom and we felt sjife. 
There were no cxpre^ions of ;il irm by eit ier of 
us. We waited for the timv iieing without mak
ing nn eftnrt to get through the hole. but. when 
everything came to a standstill, we went to work 
to rescue ourselves, which was accomplished by 
lifting one man up to the roof ami atter he got 
through he a^ir-t' d another, and then the others 
were hel|>ed out. After getting out we went to 
the car behind, which was lyintr comer ways, out 
of which the passengers were cniwlin^ through 
the windows. This car was pitched down, and it 
appeared as if more of the papscngers must be 
jammed on the lower end. 

The cries were heartrending. Men and women 
appeared t<> be suffering from extreme pain. 
Some were en ing piteousiy: " Oh, don't step on 
me;" "Get oft. for my legs are broken;" "Help 
up, do," and all such cries and appeals. We as
sisted several ];uiiea ^it. and got out one young 
man who was up to his chin in water. After 
doing this. I was s<> thoroughly ehi'led through 
that I been me numb and tmd to Rive up. 

Mr. Elmer was about his regular 
business yesterday, and ran on trains 
back and forth to Tariffville. He wears 
a patch over a cut on his temple. 

The bridge was built by A. D. Briggs 
& Co., of Springfield, Mass., in Decem
ber, 1875. It is a Howe truss with two 
spans, each being 163 feet long. There 
seems to have been nothing wrong with 
the structure. The timbers where 
they were broken off and splintered 
are sound. The spans were long, but 
some of the most experienced railroad 
men agree that the accident was wholly 
caused by the tremendous weight of 
two engines passing over at the same 
time. Both certainly weighed sixty 
tons, and possibly more. One man, 
who stood at tiie depot in Tariffville as 
the train left there, noticed its make 
up, and reports that ho waited in sus
pense to see whether it would pass over 
the bridge safely, and. while he was 
waiting, heard the crash. The suppo
sition is that the supporting iron col
umns broke, causing the timbers to 
snap. The bridge is elevated about 
ten feet above the river at the pres
ent stage of water, is approached from 
the cast by an embankment, and from 
the west by a large trestle-work 
across meadows. The first locomotive 
had cleared the west span and entered 
upon the trestle-work, when the entire 
span gave way, breaking off imme
diately east of a heavy stone structure 
in the center of the river. As the 
structure gave way the first engine was 
hurled violently over, imbedded in the 
ground and completely wrecked. The 
other engine and the baggage-car went 
down with the wreck 111 an upright 
position, and the side of a heavy truss 
fell over upon them. The first passen
ger car was whirled around and sank 
to the bottom of the river, lying nearly 
parallel with the stream. The second 
passenger car went down end foremost 
upon the first car, smashing the largest 
portion into kindling-wood, the rear 
end resting upon the bridge. The next 
car occupied a similar position, but 
swerved to the left, and did not rest up
on the car in front. None of the re
maining coaches left the track. 

The crash and cries of the wounded 
and dying speedily brought assistance, 
but the first-comers worked at a great 
disadvantage. The cars had broken 
through the ice, which made it difficult 
to approach near enough to reach the 

heart-rending. In every car were men 
and women with heads bandaged and 
arms in slings. Some had been terri
bly scatded. In one passenger-car 
were the bodies of three women, and 
in the baggage-car two more, just as 
they had been taken from the wreck. 
The Rev. Mr. Thomas, of Winsted, 
with both limbs fractured and severely 
injured internally, crawled out of the 
wreck, through the roof of a car, to 
the ice and then to shore. 

Nearly all the dead were in the first 
passenger car, which is almost a com
plete wreck, although one body was 
taken from tbe second car this evening, 
where it was found caught under a bro
ken seat. Five young men from New 
Hartford, among the killed, were of a 
party of six who were on the platform 
of a car enjoying a moonlight ride and 
whistling in chorus. Tho only survivor 

f the six was inside at the time. 

INCIDENTS AXD ACCIDENTS. 

—In Robertson County. Ky., a few 
days ago, a man named Blankenship, 
who had been indicted as an accom
plice in a murder, went to a grave
yard, exhumed a body, disfigured it, 
set it afloat in the Licking River, and 
then had the report spread that the 
corpse was his own, hoping thus to get 
his bondsmen released. 

-Two silly young couples, all be
tween the ages of sixteen and nineteen, 
were walking on the streets at Woon-
socket, the other day, when one of the 
party "stumped" the rest to get mar
ried, and married they were within a 
few minutes. The parents of the chil
dren were disposed to make a fuss at 
first, but finally concluded to make the 
best of it.—Boston Post. 

—Love will find out a way. At Ot
tawa, Ont., not long ago, a maiden, 
whose pa was opposed to her marriage, 
invited all her friends to be present at 
her wedding at a designated church and 
hour. There was an immense attend
ance, including the furious father, and 
while be was waiting to forbid the 
banns the sly girl slipped off to anoth
er church, was married, and set off on 
her bridal tour. 

—A benevolent woman residing in 
Tiffin, O., being recently moved with 
pity for a destitute tramp, gave him a 
hearty meal and some old clothes. The 
thankful tramp sought to show his 
gratitude, and finding that the benevo
lent woman's husband lay sick of colic, 
prescribed a dose of jimson-weed tea. 
The husband took it, and, unless it is 
mortgaged, there is now no incum
brance on the widow's farm. 

—Two fellows in Arizona formed a 
partnership for the business of rob
bery. Their first exploit was to take 
the treasure-box from a stage, by which 
they obtained $400* They spent the 
money in carousal, and started out 
again. This time they murdered and 
robbed a miner. Then a mcb dis
solved the partnership bv shooting one 
member and hanging the other. The 
assets consist of two revolvers and 
some shabby clothes, but it is con
sidered that there are no liabilities, 

the firm having paid what they owed t» , 
justice. 

—A marriage and a funeral are sel
dom brought purposely into so close 
contact as they were in Newport, R. I., 
the other day. Mr. Edward Newton 
was married to Miss Mattie Bliss, on 
Monday evening; on the following day 
the mother of the bridegroom was 
buried from the same house, in compli
ance with a wish, expressed during her 
dying hours, that her son's marriage 
should take place before her burial. A 
somewhat similar case is reported from 
Reistertown, Md., where, immediately 
after the funeral of a Dr. Fisher, his 
daughter was married to the Rev. John 
F. Goucher, at her home. The reason 
of the sudden change from mourning to 
festivity was the fact that a large num
ber of relatives and friends of the bride's 
familv had come from a distance to at
tend ter father's funeral and would not 
be able to come again to witness the 
marrfitge ceremony. 

A Bird-Combat. 

That trim, gentle-looking, drab-col
ored Wfd*, erroneously called turtle
dove by dwellers in the United States, 
and generally deemed so utterly inno
cent and pure that to kill it for the 
table or any other use is branded as 
heinous in the extreme, is not so inno
cent after all. Its moaning, sad-sound
ing voice is a mockery and a cheat. 
Its soft, dark eyes are a sham; its so
ber, Quaber garb is calculated to de
ceive; its timid movements are not to 
be trusted. When once it has been in
sulted or injured by one of its kind the 
dove becomes as cruel and outrageous
ly heartless as any murderer can be. 
Some years ago I witnessed a fight be
tween two female moaning-doves, which 
for utter barbarousness could not be 
exceeded. I was angling in a brook 
for sun-perch, half prone 011 a grassy 
bank, lost in a brown study, with a 
cigar between my lips, when 1 hap
pened to see a dove alight on a gnarled 
bough of a plane-tree a few yards dis
tant. Immediately it began to coo in 
that dolefully-plaintive strain so well 
known to every lover of Nature, and 
was soon joined by a male,who perched 
himself within a foot or two of her. 1 
espied their nest, not yet finished, in 
the fork of an iron-wood tree near by. 
The birds made verv expressive signs 
to each other with their heads by a se
ries of bows, nods and sidewise mo
tions, of which I understood enough to 
know that some intruder was near— 
perhaps they meant me. The fish 
were not biting any too well, but the 
shade was pleasant and the grass fra
grant, the sound of the water very 
soothing, and the flow of the wind 
steady and cooliug, so I did not care to 
move just to humor the whim of a pair 
of billing doves. It proved, however, 
after all, that 1 was not the cause of 
alarm. Another female dove presently 
dropped like a hawk from a dark, 
dense mass of leaves above the pair, 
and struck the first on the back with 
beak and wings. A fight ensued, wit
nessed with calm interest by myself 
and the male dove. 

At first the combatants struggled des
perately together on the bougTi, fiercely 
beating each other with their wings 
and plucking out the feathe-s from 
breast and neck, all the time uttering 
low, querulous notes, different from 
anything I had ever before heard, l'ret-
ty soon they fell off the bough, and 
came whirling down upon the ground, 
where they continued the battle with 
onstantly-increasing fury, their eyes 

fairly flashing fire, and cutting and 
thrusting with their beaks, like swords
men. Blood began to show itself about 
their heads, and in places their necks 
were quite bare of feathers. When, at 
last, one of them became so exhausted 
that further struggle was impossible, 
the other proceeded to take its stand 
upon its helpless opponent, and would 
have quickly made an end of it had I 
not interfered. The vanquished bird 
was minus an eye and was unable to fly 
for some minutes. The secret of the 
battle was jealousy. The male sat by 
und watched, in a nonchalant way, un
til it was all over, when he very loving
ly strutted up to the victorious dove, 
and began cooing in a low, soothing 
tone. From that day to this I have re
pudiated the figure "innocent as a 
dove," and, whenever opportunity of
fered, have sped a two-ounce arrow 
full at the breast of the bird, widow or 

widow. When properly cooked, 
by parboiling, stuffing and baking, a 
dove is a choice bit for the table. While 
on this subject I may add in the South
ern States of our country, doves often 
congregate in innumerable swarms, like 
pigeons, and do great damage to the 
pea-fields, yet even there the prejudice 
against killing them is so great that you 
rarely see a trap or spring set for 
them, or a gun leveled at them.—Ap-
pletons' Journal for February. 

The Fonr-Per Cent. Loan. 

The following circular in relation to 
the popular 4-per cent loan has been 
issued from the Treasury Department 
in Washington: 

TBEAHUBI DKP'T., WASHINGTON, Jan. 16. 
The Secretary of the Treasury hereby rives 

notice that from the 2fith Inst., and until fur
ther notice, he will receive subscriptions for 
the 4-per cent, funded loan of tne United 
States, in denominations as stated below, at 
par and accrued interest in coin. Tile bunds 
are redeemable after thirty years from July 1, 
1877, andbearinterest parable quurterlv, on the 
1st day of January, April, July and October of 
each year, and are exempt from the payment 
of taxes or duties to the United States, as well 
as taxation in any form by or under State, mu
nicipal or local authority. Subscriptions will 
be made for coupon bonds of $50, $100, 1500 
and $1,000, and for registered honds of 850, 
$100, J.r)00, 11,000, $.">,(100 and $10,000. Two 
per cent, on the purchase money must accom
pany the subscription. The remainder may be 
paid at the pleasure of the purchaser either at 
the 'line of subscription or within thirty days 
thersafter, vrith interest on the amount of 
rabtcription at the rate of 4 per cent, per 
annum to date of payment. Upon receipt 01 
the full paymen, tne bonds will be transmitted 
free of charge to sabscriliers, and a commission 
of one-quarter of 1 per cent, will be allowed 
upon tne amount of subscriptions, but no 
commission will be paid upon any single sub
scription less than $1,000. The forms of ap
plication will be furnished by the Treasurer 
at Washington, the Assistant Treasurers at 
Baltimore, Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, New 
Orleans, New York, Philadelphia. St Louis and 
San Francisco, and by National Banks 
and bankers generally. Applications 
must specify the amount and denominations 
required, and for registered bonds the full 
name and Postofliee address of the person to 
whom the bonds shall be made payable. The 
interest on the registered bonds will be paid 
by cheek issued by the Treasurer of the United 
States to order of the holder, and mailed to 
address. The check is payable on presenta
tion, properly indorsed, at. the offices of the 
Treasurer and Assistant Treasurers of the 
United States. Payments maybe made in coin 
to the Treasurer of the United States at 
Washington, or Assistant Treasurers at Bal
timore, Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, New 
Otleaus, New York, Philadelphia, St. Louis 
and San Francisco. To promote the conveni
ence of subscribers the Department will also 
receive, iu lieu of coin, called bonds of the 
United States, coupons past due or maturing 
within thirty days, or cold certificates issued 
under the act of March 3, 18ti3, and National 

IOWA. 

Banks will be designated as depositories under 
the provisions of Section 5,153 Revised Stat
utes of the United States, to recehre deposits 
on account of this loan, under regulations to 
be hereafter prescribed. JOHN SHJUUCAH. 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hie iDangtiral Address of 9fr. 
John H. Gear, 

Delivered Before the Twe Houses of the 
General Assembly on the 17th 

of January. 

In entering upon the dot 
tratt: of ihe State. 1 recoguiie with gratitude the 
bigh honor conferred ui>on me by niy fellow-citi
zen**. trusting that time will evidence to them 
that they have not misplaced their confidence. 

All the political jvarties in the State have adopt
ed resolutions in favor of the remonetization of 
silver, which would lead to the inference that a 
majority of our people are united on this ques
tion; and it in to l>c hoped that Congress will at 
an early day restore the coinage of the silver 
dollar and make it a legal-tender for all debts 
not otherwise now provided for by law. Gold and 
silver have been the "money of account" of the 
world for ages, and should be maintained as 
such. The effect of the restoration of silver to 
its former position in the finance* of the Nation 
will, in the opinion of many of tbe best writer* 
on finance, advance itw value and at the *ame 
time slightly depreciate the value of gold, and 
thus t-ach wonld have a compensating effect on 
the other, and both metals be brought to a uni
form value, demonetization of silver, in my 
opinion, would have a marked effect in helping to 
smooth the difficulties which, in the mind* of 
many, now seem to Hurround the resumption of 
specie i>ayment. 

During the War and under the financial exi
gence of the times it became necessary in the 
wisdom of Congress for the Government to re
sort to the i&sue of paper money called "Green
backs." This paper money was burned only 
under the war-power ot the Government, and it 
was made a legal tender for all debt*, with the 
exception of duticH on imports and interest on 
the public debt. The Legal-Tender act was ij^al-
ly in the nature of a forced loan from the people. 
Since the day of the tind iwue it haw never been 
at par with coin, owing to the fact thatthe Gov
ernment has not been in a financial condition to 
pay that which the paj>er promises called for, t<»-
wit: "dollars." In 1H7&, Congress enacted a law 
naming Jan. 1.1871+, a« the time at which the Gov
ernment would redeem in coin its paper prom
ises. Whether it was wise or not to 
name a special date by statue for resumption, 
or to leave it to the laws of trade 
to accomplish, is not now the question: 
but the passage of the Resumption act itself 
was an evidence of the honest intention of the 
Government to keep its promise by makiug it« 
paper issues convertible into c )in at the pleas
ure of the holder thereof. Political pait;e« have 
been organized in this aud other States with a 
view to have the Government continue to issue 
irredeemable paper money to an unlimited 

'y which, if carried out- judi 

lied to this kind of ci 
not but result in bringing tinanc al ruin on the 
Nation. The large majority of the j**ople of 
Iowa have declared bv no " uncertain sound" 
their intention to stand by the policy of resump
tion, and have evidenced by their votes their 
faith in good money and in the ability of the 
country to resume specie iwyinent at an early 
day. and also their belief that, resumption once 
accomplished, coupled with the remonetization 
of silver, the Nation will enter on a new era of 
confidence and prosperity 

STATE FINANCES. 
My predecessor lias called your attention to the 

specific condition and wants of the respective in
stitutions of the State. The generous mainte
nance of our charitable and other institutions 
during jwist vears is ample evidence that they 
will receive from you the careful consideration 
that they require.. The charitable, educational 
and penal gruwiu^ 

and tor the purposes presc 
. it should be the 

A BOSTON lady, over sixty years of 
age, has collected 1,000,000 cancelled 
postage stamps, having been offered' 
for doing so the 9300 necessary to ob
tain her admission into an hospital of 
that city. Tbe stamps fill a Saratoga 
trunk, and will be sent to Europe tow 
made up into paper-fnache goods. 

A MINNESOTA man has nm*& his 
daughter Minnesota Violet, 

rations, that the Statu* may unre*tric'c<lly exer
cise this j»ower at any time, would insure on 
their part justice to the people and a ready O!H-
dience to the natural laws of trade. It may be 
well to consider whether it would not he for 
tbe best interest of the State to establish a Board 
of Commissioners— as has iMvn done advantage-
ouftiy in other States - whose duty it should be to 
collate statistics in regard to the co^t of con
structing. maintaining and operating railways, 
with authority to examine into the causes and 
nature of accidents, to receive, record and re
port grievance*, abuses and violations of law, 
and to make recommendations in relation there
to. By this meth.Kl future General Assemblies 
would have reliable data on which to base legis
lation. 

EDUCATION. 
Our system of public schools is justly the pride 

of all. and their efficiency should l>e promoted by 
all proper means within our power. The large 
amount of money for their support, which is 
cheerfully paid by our jx-ople, year by year, evi
dences thi> interest taken by them in the cause of 
education. While the average daily attendance 
on the schools throughout the State is large, yet it 
will be found, on examination, that a large i>er-
centage of children do not attend school at all, 
and it is to be feared that many of these are 
growing up jn ignorance, which " is near akin to 
vice." The success of a republican form of gov-

large degree on the intellige 
Recognizing, therefere, the 
education of (til the people ' 

from 
quire. 
istitutions of the State ... 
i" with the State itself, aud must of 

necessity call for the appropriation of large 
amounts of money for their support. While it is 
an imperative duty on the part of the State to 
support all her institutions in accordance with 
their necessities, yet strict economy should 1«* 
the rule, and appropriations should be nnide 
only to meet their actual wants. It should also 
be borne in mind that, owing to the shrinkage 
and general reduction of val«\e« during the 
past few years, and the near approach of our pa
per money to i>ar with coin, a <ioIlar to-day has a 
much larger purchasing power than at any time 
since It would therefore seem that small 
appropriations will be equal in their results to 
the large appropriations of former years, and it is 
an absolute necessity that our State finances 
should be in accordance with the new adjustment 
of the monetary affairs of the Nation. Past Gen
eral Assemblies have appropriated large amounts 
of money that were necessary for the erection 
and maintenance of our charitable institutions, 
for carrying forward toward completion our new 
Capitol, and for the expenses of the State. The 
appropriations amounted to more than the re
ceipts of th" State Treasury from taxes and all 
other sources ot revenue; consequently your 
Treasury has not at all times l»eeii in 
funds to meet the warrants drawn thereon 
by the Auditor of State, in pursuance 
of the acts of the General Assembly. The State 
Treasurer has l>een compelled to indorse the war
rants " no funds," which causes them to l)ear in
terest at the rate of G per cent, per annum. The 
result is that the State is now. and has been lor 
some time, paying interest on quite a large 
amount of money. The fact that warrants are 
not paid on presentation causes contractors, and 
all others who do work or furnish supplies to the 
State, to charge higher prices than they other
wise would, in order to reimburse themselves for 
any loss that they might be subjected to by vir
tue of discount on the warrants, which, '»f course, 
is a direct la>s to the State. Aside from the 
doubtful Constitutionality of incurring a floating 

kind of debt, except in the manner 
escribed by the Constitu-

poliey of the State 
which has such vast resources at her 
command as has Iowa, to be at all times in a 
financial condition to honor, at sight, all de
mands made on her Treasury in pursuance of 
law. The State taxes during the past twenty-
three years have averaged hut a trifle over two 
mills on the dollar—and this on a very low val
uation of property—and during this long term 
of years have l>een less than those of any other 
Western State. This, coupled with the fact that 
the State has, comparatively speaking, no debt, 
has doubtless contributed largely to her growth 
and rapid increase of population, and it is most 
desirable for her prosperity and reputation 
abroad, that taxation should be restricted to 
the lowest possible point compatible with her 
actual necessities. I recommend that all 
appropriations of an extraordinary char
acter, such as embrace the construction 
and repairing of the State buildings, should 
be drawn from the State Treasury in installment 
from time to time, as the work on such building 
progresses, and then only on the filing of proj>er 
vouchers with the State Auditor, that the amount 
drawn previously had been exi»endcd in accord
ance with the law appropriating the same. In 
view of the fact that the State has. falling due in 
1H>1, 4t300,000 of "warn ad defense fund bonds," 
it will be well for this General Assembly to con
sider tbe propriety of providing funds in order 
that theBtate may b.» in a position to honor her 
obligations at maturity. To do this and to meet 
extraordinary appropriations -if any are made -
it will be necessary to authorize the Executive 
Council to increase the tax levy above two mills 
on the dollar, the maximum now allowed by law. 

TRANSPORTATION. 
Iowa being almost exclusively an agricultural 

State, and in fact, in the erowtn of some of the 
cereals Ijeing and is the leading State in the Na
tion. the question of the transportation of her 
products is a most important one to all her peo
ple. In the early history of the State the great 
rivers which form her eastern and western 
boundaries were tbe only avenues by which our 
products sought a market. Within the i>ast 
twenty vears a system of railways has been con
structed which penetrates nearly every county in 
the State. Owing to natural obstructions in the 
channel of the Mississippi ltiver, and its virtual 
closing during the late War, our products have of 
necessity been carried to market by rail alone. 
By the recent completion of the canal around 
the rapids at Keokuk, and the apparent 
Huccetts of the system of jetties now in op
eration at the mouth of the river, whereby ships 
of large draught have easv access to New Orleans, 
thus giving additional facilities for the transpor
tation of our products to foreign ports, it is 
piain to see that in the near future a healthy 
competition must arise between the railway and 
river systems of transportation, the benefit* of 
which must accrue directlv to our grain-produc
ing interests, and it is to be hoped that Congress 
will at an earlv date stimulate this competition, 
by a sufficient appropriation of money, to cause 
the further improvement of the navigation of the 
Mississippi, and its tributaries, in order that 
Iowa, and all the States bordering on this great 
highway, may have the largest benefits possible 
t<n>e derived from additional facilities in the 
transportation of their products. 

The Fifteenth General Assembly enacted a law 
controlling the railways of the State in their 
charges for the transportation of pa*s®ngers and 
freight. The Constitutionality of the law; has 
been affirmed by the highest court of the Nation. 
The principle of the control of railway and all 
other cori>orations, created by and under the 
statnte« of the State, is baaed on a natuml law 
and pertains to the State in her sovereign capac
ity, and cannot be surrendered. It therefore fol
lows that the application of the principle becomes 
fimply a question of policy.. Railway and all 
other corporations engaged in public busmeis 
should be controlled &y statute in such manner 
as shall work for the best interests of both corpora
tions and State. While corporate property should 
be rigidly compelled to bear the same burden of 
taxation and responsibility to law that the state 
exact* from the individual, it , is also en
titled to equal protection, in all its rights, to 
that which the law accords the cituen. It should 
be the settled policy of the State to encourage by 
wise and liberal legislation the investment ot 
foreign capital within her limits—whioh is so 
much needed for her growth and development is 
the future—and all legislation that may Meet 
this future should be wisely considered*. Evera 
dollar of such capital whether invested m rail
ways, manufactures or axyr.descriptmo ot on*-
porate property, n an afflitwrn to tlw taaabto 
property and permanent wealth, of ttwHMK. 
T& tariff law has been in opeiatton something 
over three years, and ample opportunity has been 
ami to observe ite operations, -"#1 ** 
therefore devolve* on this General as
sembly to remedy its defects, if any 
hava Deeu developed. Some portions of the 
State favor the law as it is, .while ottrer section* 
ask for its modification on the gtuuod that weir 
produota are taxed more for transportation than 
they should be, and that the .law in ;ts present 
form is a discrimination .against their latunnto 
These different opinions in regard to w law fie 
the results of its tortiupln dinerent looalitsea, 
and this condition of asaua 
fel attention a* to the 
amination, the hm sh., . . 
justice to any portion of the 
modified, or some differen 
principle of control shoaid be _ 

"it aod<ipgimq«M»<'*fcy 
" would MSB to art* Monad forw<» Dal**, 

ed with, rests 
ice of its citizens, 
broad fact that the 

. ... . . ... .... ... for the best interest 
»f the State and Nation, has not the time come 
for Iowa, which has even been fore
most in fostering educational interests, 
to adopt Mime system of compulsory 
education? This might, as an experiinent.be 
applied to children under fourteen years of age. 
who should be required by the law to attend 
either public or private schools, at the option of 
their parents, and the enforcement of the law 

' tent be left to the 
:pective school-d*s-
I liju* been in OJWMVV-

tion in Germany for manv years. In IS70, Kn-
glaud adopted a "limited" Compulsory Educa
tion }».ci. which left its enforcement to the local 
8eh<H>l-Boards. Iu four years the law had been 
put in ojieration by the School-Boards represent
ing 40 per cent, of the population of that country. 
IVo years Inter, the act was made a general one. 
Seotlaud adopted compulsory edu< ation in 1872. 
The operation of these laws in Germany, Kn 
gland and Scotland, is reported as being emi
nently successful. 

In our own country, Ma<*sachusetts, Connecti
cut, New York, Maine, New Hampshire. Michi
gan, Texas, Nevada. California. New Jersey and 
Ohio have adopted laws in regard to conipu'sory 
education. In all these States it has been found 
to work beneficially, and the opixmition which at 
first was manifested against the new system has 
ceased, and the !>ettcr its workings are under
stood the more it is growing in oublie favor. 

The State University is recognized by the Con
stitution. and is under the guardianship of the 
General Assembly. Its growth has been com
mensurate with the growth of the State. In or
der to enable it to fairly fulfill its i»art as an 
important factor in our grand system of lxjpular 
education, it should be supported by the Stat*' 
with generosity and a due regard to its increasing 
necessities, its revenues are not equal to 
its reouiiements. and it is compelled to come be
fore tne General Assembly at each session as a 
suppliant for i>eeuniar\ aid. The uncertainty of 
the amount of the appropriations at the hand* of 
the General Assembly renders it impossible for 
the Board of Regents to make any definite and 
comprehensive plan that would under more 
favorable pecuniary conditions enable them year 
by yeat to develop the University to its largest 
degree of usefulness. A pennancnt appropria
tion of a certain sum annually—even if of a 
small amount-would accomplish this object and 
at once place it on a basis that could not but 
add materially to its efficiency, and in the course 
of a few years make the University what it was 
intended to be—the cap-sheaf of our educational 
system 

CITIES. . . • 
The administration of tho affairs of our cities 

demands your consideration and attention. 
While they are, comparatively speaking, yet m 
their infancv. it would be wise to adopt some 
uniform system of safeguards for the protect ion 
of the tax-payers, in order to prevent the lnose 
and carelens expenditure of municipal funds of 
which the cities in some of the older Slates are 
now experiencing the bad results. It is already 
a cause of general complaint by the tax-payers 
of our cities that their municipal affair* are con
ducted too loosely and without due regard to 
their interest*. Many of the cities are already 
hampered in their growth by debts incurred for 
various purposes, which are increasing inaniount 
year by year. No city should be permitted to con
tract an interest-bearing debt, without fir t sub
mitting the question of incurring the same to si 
vote of the tax-payers, and it should be required 
that a specific fund should be provided to^meet 
the interest, and asinking fund to pay the prin
cipal of such debt at maturity; and more strin
gent statutes than we now liave should be enact
ed forbidding municipal authorities from con
tracting floating debts predicated on an antici
pation of their revenues. it is a common occur
rence that improvements of streets are author
ized, and contracts let, involving large sums of 
money, which do not benefit the citizen at large 
but aie a special benefit to a few r™" 

perhajw, owing to the fact 
This 
that 

eitie. 
usual-

Administrative affairs of 
vested in Boards of Aldermen, 

Jy eomjiosed of from six to fourteen mem • 
e the immediate representatives of 

smaller municipal sulxiivisions- a fact frequent-
y resulting in combinations which nreprejm' 
lal to the general interests. It is a welt-urouiid-

*.d conviction in the minds of many that th< 
financial interests of the cities of the dtatc woul< 
be better mbserved hv placing the management 
of their affairs in Boards of Commissioner* 
lected at large- somewhat similar to the systf 

under which the affairs of our counties aiv 
_red. and 1 suggest that a Commissi 

in? appointed to report to this or the next.Genei 
Vssemhlv the propriety of placing the cities tv 
[owns of the State under so;ne more Bimple. unt-
fonn and economical system of municipal gov
ernment than we now have. 

COURT EXPUNHEH. 
I call your attention esiK'cially to the fact that, 

the expenses attendant on ana incident to our 
court system are large and increjising annually 
to a degree that causes serious apprehension and 
complaint on the part of the people. This de
mands your careful consideration, that remedial 
action mav lie taken which will give relief to the 
tax-payers. 

ROAD8 AND HIGHWAYS. 
thought by close and competent observers 

that the present method of managing our public 
roads and highways is neither efficient nor eco
nomical, and that the time has arrived for a 
change. That the general condition of these 
thoroughfares is far from being sat siactory. will 
not be denied, nor is it a matter of doubt that the 
losses imposed upon the community, b\ reason 
thereof, are enormous. The closing month of t>ie 
year just past, during which an almost absolute 
embargo was laid on traffic, has furnished a vivid 
illustration of the importance of this subject, 
and its earnest and thorough consideration rec
ommends itself. 

CONVICT INSANE. 
Attention should be given to tbe report of the 

Superintendent of the Hospital for the Insane 
at Mount Pleasant, in regard to the keeping of 
insane convicts in that asylum, and t > the bad 
results therefrom, for the reasons given, in that 
report. It is clearly evident that this is detri
mental to the other inmat's of that institution. 
A suitable building cmild be erected on th" 
asylum grounds at a small expense to the State, 
in which tbe insane rhnvicta -would have the 
requisite medical attention, and the either j»a-
tients be sj>ared the disturbing and demoralizing 
influences they are now subjected to. 

PENITENTIARY. 
Section 4.6G7 of the Code permits the Wardens 

of the SUte Penitentiaries to draw Irom the gen
eral supiKirt fund of ihe Prisons fuel, lights and 
provisions for their families and guests. This is 
liable to abuse, and should be amended by pay
ing the Wardens a certain per annum in lieu of 
all allowances. 

FEES AND PERQUISITES. 
The custom of allowing State, county, or city 

officials fees, as part of or in addition to their 
salaries, is a most pernicious one. and is demoral
izing in its effects on the receivers thereof. I ree 
ommend that all fees accruing to any officer, 
above the office of Constable, IK? paid into the 
treasury entitled thereto, and that the Stat", 
county and city officials lie paid a fixed sum as 
salary. 

POLICE. 
Section 3301 of the Code in regard to the 

sale of coal-oil and burning fluids should 
be amended. A large proportion of the 
coal-oil sold in the State is of the low
est grade manufactured. Many of the acci
dent* resulting from the use of this article arc 
directly traceable to the fact that the low grades 
of oil are highly inflammable at a comparatively 
low temperature. The sale of all coal-oil of less 
than 130 to 150 standard fire-tt*t should be pro
hibited. , 

A statute should also be enacted regarding the 
doors of buildings used for schools, churches, and 
other public assemblages, which doors should be 
required to be constructed to open outward, m 
order that in case of fire egress from the same 
could be safely and speedily accomplished. 

MEDICA«>. 
I have been earnestly requested by the medi

cal profession from different portions of the 
State to call your attention to die necessity of 
establishing a State Board of Health, such as our 
neighl>oring States have in operation, whose duty-
it should be to pass upon the qualifications of 
practicing physicians in order that the people 
may be protected from empiricism, 

BOARD OF CHARITIES. 
I suggest that a State Board of Charities be es

tablished, who*e duty it shall be to have super
vision over the constructing and repairing of all 
the State buildings used for charitable pariHtses. 
with authority to examine into their condition 
from time to time, and report the same to the 
General Assembly at eash session, coupled with 
such recommendations regarding their manage
ment and necessities as may in their judgment 
be best for the interest of the State and them-
stitutkms. Tbe reports of the Board would IK* 
found to afford a sure cuidance for the General 
Assembly on which to base appropriations. The 
organisation of a Board of this character would 
relieve the General Assembly from the necessity 
of appointing at each session "visiting commit
tees to inspect the State institutions. Ihe 
States which have adopted this, system have 
found it to work beneficially and in the interest 
o f  e o o n o m y .  , .  ,  „  . .  .  

During the past yeas » kind Providence has re-
waidedue labor or the husbandman with bounti 
ful returns, and the statistics show that the State 
hat nn immense snrphw of grain and other pr<>d-
uets for export, the avails of which, even at the 
assent low prices, mat tend to the prosperity ot 
all her people. Tne growth and development ot 
the Stew since hex admission into the Union has 
been onward and upward in a constantly-increas
ing ratio* In the short space of thirty-one yearn 
her Wulation has increased irom less 

one hundred thousand until todav 
nearly one and a half million of free pe-*-
pie aie protected by her laws, ravora-
Wy situated in the valley of the Missis-
MI»L and NN the sreat highway from ocean to 

ith a rich and fertile sou, coal und other 
_ minerals underlying large portions of 

it* a salubrious climate, railways penetrating 
aflaxtj emr one of her oounties, thus affording 
ffceuStiaB for the transportation of her products, 
and in addUtoo to thea© natural and material ad
vantages, pnssnssingjua unsurpassed system of 
fteesehoola, Iowa often extaaordutar} ind -

•n nakiiur DM homes, and • 
lay. the 

. nirt 
Nation* You legislation 

. having n 

K!pr 
Senators and Representatives: Tbe people. .af 

this Commonwealth have confided to yon-' the 
Legislative Department of the State: to me th*y 
have intrus'e-l the duties of the Executive office. 
Boll: of these positions involve high and solemn 
respoasibilities. l.et UH endeavor, bv the bless
ing of Divine Providence, to fulfill our respec
tive duties in such a manner that upon the jarr
ing down of our insignia of office we may havt^a 
comforting assurance that we have dealt jnAdy 
by all. and l>enefitet those for whom we have 
ooftftttieafaoudly worked, and that to each witi faia 
said "welldone." JNO. H. QflMuT 

» "* * /•' i • 
The Hoosac Tunnel. b z j  

This tunnel, near North Ailamw, 
Mass., which was completed some time 
ago as far as to ailmit th(; passage 
trains, was found to need au extension 
at the east end in order to prevent U^e 
downfall of the rocks upon the track 
from the cliff at that end of the tunnel! 
This facade and buttress have just bebti 
completed, and the tunnel and traok 
are pronounced in prime order, arti 
ready for all the business which 
seek to pass through the great bore, 
Tho artificial facade is constructed OT 
granite, some of the blocks weighing 
from four to live tons each. The arcH 
extension is about twenty-live feet, anil 
the facade about sixty feet long by forty 
feet high. 

The Springfield Republican say a; 
" Only one track is laid at present in 
the tunnel. The trains are run by tele
graph, passenger trains being allowed 
ten and freight twenty minutes to pass; 
Three lights, equidistant, are alli.xedtb 
the sides of the tunnel, dividing th$ 
distance into four sections. The Tightq 
are for the purpose of enabling the 
engineers to regulate their specif, and1 

they are required to maintain a uni
form gait the whole distance. At the.' 
central shaft two lights are displayed,! 
to indicate when the summit is reachei^ 
and the grade declines, which it does, 
each way to afford drainage, being: 
sixty feet lower at each portal than at 
the central shaft. As the trains plunge1 

•into the impenetrable darkness tne" 
time is recorded, and again when they 
emerge, by operators situated at either 
end of the tunnel, and forwarded to the 
general dispatcher at North Adams. 
The passage seldom varies a minute. 
The tunnel is never occupied by two 
trains at the same time, and no train is 
allowed to enter until the preceding 
train has made the exit. No equal 
distance of the road outside is traversed 
with so uniform speed, nor with so 
much safety, the track, which cannot 
be excelled, being perfectly straight. 
The roof of the tunnel is considered 
perfectly safe, not a piece the size of a 
walnut having been detached for a 
year, and about a mile and one-third of 
brick arching having been built to sus
tain all doubtful localities, in sections 
from ten feet upward. Still, the roof 
is under constant examination by men 
on top of an elevated carriage, which 
is propelled along the road. Admit
tance to visitors is strictly denied. Oc
casionally the tunnel is so free from 
fog and smoke that, standing at the 
central shaft, daylight can be discerned 
at both portals, showing about ten feet 
in diameter, but usually light can be 
discovered in only one direction, that 
from which the wind comes, tho cur
rent driving the smoke before it up the 
shaft, aud leaving the other half of the 
tunnel motionless and usually dense 
with smoke and fog. A floor com
posed of oak, fourteen inches thick, let 
into grooves cut into the rock on a 
steep incline, prevents any pieces de
tached from the sides of the shaft from 
falling on to the track. At the summit 
of the mountain the openiug of the 
shaft is inclosed by a stone wall twenty-
feet high. 

Subsidiary to the great Hoosac Tun
nel is that of North Adams, nearly two 
miles west of the former. This work, 
too, has just been completed. This is 
described as a skew arch, and the work 
is spiral; the abutments are parallel, 
but not at right angles, crossing the 
road diagonally. The stones are 
dressed spirally, and three or four pat
terns to each individual block had to 
be furnished the cutters, and no two 
stones are alike. The continuation of 
the tunnel is sixty-five fee* in diameter, 
twenty-six feet inside of the completed 
work, with a plain facade of forty feet 
high and tifty feet long, and immense 
wing walls; the coping is surmounted 
with an ironsiiWwalk and fence seventy-
live feet long. This structure is a sub
stitute for the dangerous old Fujnaoe 
Hill bridge.—Scientific American. 

A WOMAN is a handy thing to have 
about the house, the Newport Local 
thinks. She doesn't cost anymore to 
keep than you'll give her, and she'll 
take a great interest in you. If you go 
out at night, she'Jl be awake when you 
get home, and then she'll tell you all 
about yourself, and more too. Of 
course "she'll know where you've been, 
and what kept you out so late, and 
will tell vou; yet, right after she gets 
through telling you that, she will ask 
you where you have been and what 
kept you out so late. Aud after you 
tell her, and she won't believe you, you 
mustn't mind that; and if, after going 
to bed, she says she hasn't closed ner 
eyes the whole night, and then keeps 
up the matinee two hours longer, and 
won" t go to sleep when she has a chance, 
you mustn't mind that either; it's her 
nature. 

A COVINGTON (Ky.) correspondent 
tells this: "A country merchant vis
ited the city a few days ago, and, going 
to Cincinnati, purchased from a dollar-
store a table-castor, which he took 
home with him, and, after putting a 
tag on it marked 'fourteen dollars,' 
made it a present to a Methodist 
preacher, whose church his family at
tended The reverend gentleman, took 
the package home, opened it and ex
amined the contents. The next day he 
brought the castor i with tag attached) 
back to the grocervman, and said to 
him: 'lam too poor in this worlds 
goods to afford to display so valuable a 
castor on mv table, and, if you have no 
objection, I should like to return it and 
take fourteen dollars' worth of groceries 
for my family in its stead.' The_mer
chant could do nothing but acquiesce; 
but fancy his feelings! ' 
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