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Sute—havtng bees established iq 1858. Its ctrea-
latloii being targe and oenstaiiUy increa#lOK* mskiS 
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men sad manufacturers wishing to bring tfcriP 
goods and wares to the notice of the poop)# if 
Central Iowa. 

Advertising rates made known on application 

JOB PRINTING 
jf every description executed with easiness 
ttapatch. 8pecial attention paid to 

PRINTING IN COLORS* 
*\ 

• i 
Tear Ikvon MtBMtbr nUM < i! H!" 

t. 4*t» 

Jeneral News Seminary. 

OMSBBN. 
A NUMBER of petition favoring the 

lemonetlzatlon of silver were presented in the 
lenate, on the 5th. RS was also a petition from a 

ge norabor o£ well-known citizens of the City 
i State of New York, setting forth the appall-

fcg famine raging in Northern China, and suf-
»tinjf the apiioiiitmeni of a Commits'ion from 
sidentu of China to aft in connection with the 
oited States MirtV.er i:i uroctuinu and distrib-

ttin? relief, and ii>:» that the unex
pended balance of money received from Chin* 
11876, «B indemnity f«»r the destruction of cer
tain property, bo ased to relieve t ie sufferers, 
jr. Eaton spoke in opp R lion to. and Mr. Howe 
n favor of, the Silver bill, ami Sir. Teller sub-
kitted an Amendment to the bill....In the 
louse, several petitions and resolutions were pre-
pnted and ret erred. including memorials from 

>ston and New York, asking Cornices* to adopt 
mre of relief for the sufferers by the 

kmine in Northern China. A bill was passed— 
K) to 102—authorizing the holding of social 
prms of the Circuit Court for the Northern DJS-
rict of Mississippi, on the second Monday of 

Jt March, for the trial of caus?s arising out of 
sieged deprcdatioiiH on Government Lands and 
pe cutting of logn nnd timlH?r thereon. Tho 
pilitarv Academy Appropriation bill wasconsid-

* ' l Committee of the Whole. 
THE discussion on the Silver bill was 

«umed and continued in the Senate, on the 
|th Mr. Thurman making a lengthy argument 

i its f»vor, and Mr. Kernnn speaking in oppo-
ion. liewlutions of inquiry relative to the 
nditiou and Rtiite of efricienoy of the life-sav-

.'ice on the coast of North Carolina, and 
ling the circumstances of the wreck of 
run as affectiu? the improvement and se-

brity i'l navigation on thai coast, were agreed 
)lutu>n was adoj't-.'d i the House, di-

to inquire 
cause of the wreck of the Metropolis. A 
introduced and referred making the Do

it df Agriculture an Executive Depart-
jent. The report or. the contested election caae 
I the Fi, urth California District w;is called up and 

(I. 

A BILL was passed in the Senate, on 
7th. to remit taxes on insolvent pavings 

ito*. A resolution was adopt-.-d instructing the 
nmittee on Appropriations to make inquiry 
^ whether therti ex:ste<l ade^ju itn provisions 
pr"!npt examination, re]>ort and action on 
ca-si s in the Pension Bureau, Su/gcuu-Uen-
I's auH Adjutaut-OeuerarM otfice.-t. The Silver 
was a^ain taken up, and Messrs. Blaine and 

bhiiHt^m six)ke in favor of t'le remonet z-ition of 
i'he contCKt«'d election ciue <»! Wiggin-

, Paohe^'o, from the fourth District of Caii-
. was taken up in the House, and the mi-
n port in favor of Paeheco was vejectrd— 

2'»; nays, 1^7—al ter whic h the r po:t of the 
itv m favor of tho contestant (WiggintonK 

• t'ljited—i;i'i to li">—rind Mr. VVigginton 
-•orii m and took the He.it. 

> SKVKRAL petitions were presented 
••"erred in the S nate, on the 8th. The 8il-
11 WVLS further debated, Mr. Hill opposing 
•sage, though favoring a modified remoueti-
i lull, limiting the coinage of silver and ite 
tetni<-r quality, smd Mr. Wither^ advocating 

hiil. Jn his fpet'ch, on the 7tii, Mr. it h»i!. Jn his fpet'Ch, on tne itn, Mr. 
*ke against the Bland bill, but favored 

atiicers of the Treasury. Major-
(!mi minority repfjrt^, were made in 

Louviana contested election ca^e, the former 
>rirrr <!r. Ackline, the contesting. an<l the lat-
^lr. Dai rell. the sitting, merahei*. Iiit'ommit-
of the Whole a bill appropriating $ 15.4HO to 
full conip^'nsation for the use of the Pioneer 
s. in Alexandria, by the United States au-
i!:rK during the late war. called out a lively 
imi n on the question of the payment of 
thern war i l iinis. in the course of which Mr. 
en s lrtter adverse t*> ^uch payment was fre-

•\V.\ allndeti to. The bill was finally reported 
ua.'ly to the Hons?, and was then rejected -

w**. J4 . n a ys. 1()9. Adjourned, the session on tbo 
A to be for debate only. 

I A L A R G E  number of petitions were 
cine .1. in the Senate, on thellth, in favor of 
remonetization of silver, as was also a re* 

.ustmnce against such remonetization from 
jNew York Chamber of Commerce. Petitions 

opr^senUdand referred, from all part^» 
eauntrv, in favor of a Constitutional 
;ent scj^uring the elective franchise to 

A bill was introduced and refeired. to 
for a water route to facilitate trannporta-
v.eefl Lake Michigan and I^ike Erie. The 
hill was taken up. and Messrs. Davis (W. 
ulsbury and Coke spoke in its favor. 

BilU were introduced and referred, 
the House—declaring forfeited all granta 
| public lands to railroads «r other corporations 

the conditions of the grant» have been 
<>l, and appropriating the land to the use 
ual ^ttlers; for the protection of the al-
lands of the Mississippi; making customs 
to the amount of the fourth part thereof 

rable in legal-tender notes; to provide for a 
»-v of and estimates for a ship canal, with 
e sides and bottom, from deep tide water 
• the mouth of the Mississippi River to St. 
is. Mo., with branches to Pittsburgh, Clii-
>. St. 1'aul and Omaha. The Military Academy 
ropviation bill was further considered in 
iiiiittee of the Whole. 

DOMESTIC* 

[ THE paying-teller of the Bank of 
America, of New York, has confessed 

fa defalcation of over f100,000, about tl6,-
) of which was recovered, on the 6th, and 

criminal was put under arrest. 

|A MAX named Joseph Henry Shrack, 
r tended to die and come to life again in 

^iladeiphia, some weeks ago, is pronounced 
the 1'hiladelpbia newspapers to be a fraud, 
• church of which he is a member has given 
< ise thorough investigation, and arrived at 
conclusion that his suspended animation 

s wholly simulated. 

|THE subscriptions to the 4-per-cent. 
had reached nearly $3,000,000 up to the 
f this month. 

[A WASHINGTON telegram of the 8th 
• that Vice-Prcsident Wheeler and Speaker 

kndall were vigorously enforcing the rule 
Vbidding the sale of liquor and lager-beer in 

* Capitol. 

|A DISASTROUS tornado struck Augus-
[Ga., on the evening of the 7th. The roar* 
t-house was demolished, as were also other 
blic and private structures. Several per-

5 lost their lives. 

IT New York, on the 9th, a young 
whose alleged insanity had been the 

bject of inquirv by three Commissioners 
Jtce the 9th ofNast December, was declared to 
lof sound 4niad, and to have never been in 
le, although she had been confined in an 
flura for over seven years. Her family tes-
led that she was insane. It appeared from 
t testimony that, In case she was adjudged a 
^atic, her brothers and sisters would re-
ve about #200,000 more from their father's 
ate, as she would be unable to make a will 

osing of her share. The jury found that 
(her brothers and sisters approved of, and 
pe of them were instrumental in, the con
tinent of their sister in the asylum. 

. LETTER was read from Archbishop 
, in the Catholic churches in Mauch 

Bnk, Pa., on the 10th, in which the recent 
bged raising of a young woman from the 
d, by one of the Catholic priests, was pro* 

hnced to be a delusion and pious fraud. The 
IChbishop further stated that a repetition of 
rthlng of the sort in the Diocese would be 
«d by the severest censure authorized by 

t laws of the Church. 

PKRSONA1. AND FOI.ITICAI* 

SX-STATE SENATOR HARRT GENET, 
of the New York Tammany Ring fugi-

Jes, surrendered to the authorities, on the 
, and gave bail in the sum of $25,000. 

THE Judiciary Committee of the 
klonal House of Representatives, on the 
, took a vote on the proposition for -the 
eenth Amendment to the Constitution as 
ented and advocated by the late National 

Dale 8uffrage Convention. The vote on 
l proposition was: Yeas—Messrs. Lynde, 
^e, Conger, Butler and Lapham—5. Nays— 
Mrs. Knott, Hart ridge, Stenger, McMahon 

i Culberson—5. Mr. Harris, of Virginia, 
> is opposed to female suffrage, was ab-

There was no probability whatever that 
t committee would at any time thereafte 
; favorable action ou the sublect 

TH£ jury, in the case of Anderson, 
} Louisiana Returning Board, on trial for 

ispiracy and forgery in making up the elec-
i returns in the fall of 1870, rendered a 
diet of guilty, oil the evening of the 7tto, 
r being out about one hour. The jury 

bthen discharged and the prisoner remanded 
(Wait sentence. Mr. Wellswae still in con-

nent, but the bonds required of him had 
i reduced to ® 10,030. 

BE Michigan Greenback State Con-
tion assembled at Jaeks^i, on the 7th, 
irly every county in the State being repre-

The platform adopted calls for the 
leal of the Resumption act; the remoneti-

t of silver; the National debt to be paid 
enbacks, unless coin is specially called 

|lh the law; soldiers who enlisted before 
• 25, 1862, should receive coin for all the 

kernment owe#, them; the abolition of the 
fcional Buukiri; the ief toraticn of toe ln-

s tax; the esUblishmentof I'oatalSavings 
i etc. Delegates were chosen to attend 

[ National Convention at Toledo. 

: President, on the 9th, appointed. 
Coainisslooers to the Paxil.E*. 

, Lloyd P. Baker aii4 Eugene L. ICtfcr* 
osas, and Tfcoouu U* Bo«Wi«r wiM 

»of Maryla^ 

A NEW ORLEANS telegram of the 
10th says Louis Monplaiser and James Prince, 
the two colored jurors in the Anderson trial, 
had stated to responsible parties that their 
verdict of "Guilty, but recommended to the 
mercy of the Court," was given under an im
pression that such vcr lict was tantamount to 
an acquittal, and that they were so informed 
by the other jurors. Both are extremely 
young men, aud it is claimed that Prince is 
disqualified as a juror, having been born in 
1S58. Mr. Wells had been released on $10,000 
bonds. 

IT was etated in Washington, on the 
11th, that President Hayes had written a letter 
to Att'3-Gen. Devens on the subject of Gen. 
Anderson's conviction, at New Orleans, in 
which a regret is expressed that such pro
ceedings had taken place, as, apart from all 
other considerations, they tended to disturb 
the conciliatidn which, it was hoped, would 
be satisfactory to all parties in Louisiana. 
The letter is said to be temperate in tone. 

A WASHINGTON dispatch of the 11th 
states that Sec'y Sherman, Stanley Matthews, 
J. A. Garfield, Eugene Hale and Harry White 
had sent a telegram to Mr. Anderson, of the 
Louisiana Returning Board, during the pre
vious week, in w hich they assured him of their 
unhesitating belief that he was, in the matter 
charged, altogether guiltless of auy offense 
against the law; that he was falsely accused 
and maliciously prosccutcd; that the proceed
ings against him, though in the form of law, 
were w ithout the substance of justice, and ex
pressing the hope thst the people of Louisiana 
would protect him and not permit the best in
terests of the country to be disturbed by a re
vival of sectional animosity. They expressed 
aconlidencc that the American people would 
redress any injustice of which he might be 
made the victim. 

HON. THEODORE ROOSEVELT, Presl-
dent Hayes' nominee for Collector of the Port 
of New York, and whose confirmation was 
prevented by the efforts of Senator Conkling, 
died at his residence in New York City, on the 
evening of the 9th. 

HON. GIDEON WELLES, ex-Secretary 
of the Navy, died at Hartford, Conn., on the 
eveniug of the lltb, from the effects of a car
buncle, which had confined him to the house 
for about two weeks. 

HON. CHARLES M. CONRAD, a former 
United States Senator and Secretary of War 
under President Fillmore, died at New Or
leans. on the 11th, aged seventy-three years. 

FOREIGN. 
To CARDINAL SIMKONTS protest 

against the accession of King Humbert, of 
Italy, the European Powers have replied that 
it cannot be regarded as they were friendly to 
the new King 

SERVIA has also demanded admission 
to the European Conference with a consulta
tive voice. 

INTELLIGENCE was received at St. 
Petersburg, on the Cth, that the Khanate of 
Kasbgar, in Central Asia, had ceased to exist, 
having been captured and absorbed by China. 

THE German Parliament was opened 
on the 6th by the Emperor in person. 

ACCORDING to Bucharest dispatches 
of the 7th, both houses of the Roumanian Par
liament had passed a joint resolution declar
ing that they would maintain the integrity of 
Roumania, and oppose the retrocession of 
iiessarabia to Russia. 

AN armistice has been signed be-
iween Turkey and Greece, upon the basis of 
the submission of all differences between the 
two Powers to the European Conference. 

HIS HOLINESS, the Pope, died on the 
ftcrnoon of the 7th. His last moments were 

lucid, and his last words were: 44Guard the 
Church 1 have loved so well and sacredly." 

THE British House of Commons has 
.vauted to the Government the credit of £6,-
oy,000 demanded. The vote stood—for the 
: edit, S2S; against, 124; majority, 3404. 

A ST. PETERSBURG dispatch of the 
bt!i says an offensive and defensive alliance 
between Turkey and Russia would be in-
-laded ia the Definitive Treaty of Peace. 

THE Provisional Government of 
Thessaly has issued a proclamation declaring 
Thessaly annexed to Greece, and calling upon 
the mother country for protection. 

THE Russians have occupied Chatal-
ja, Silivria and Osmanly, ou the Sea of Mar
mora. 

THE London Globe of the 8th says 
Osman Pasha, the Turkish Commandant at 
Plevna, would be court-martialed some time 
during February or March. He was charged 
with burying Russian soldiers alive. 

THE authorities of the Black Sea 
ports have removed all restriction upon the 
exportation of grain and provisions. 

AUSTRIAN and Italian war vessels 
have been sent to the Bosphorus. 

THE action of the British Parliament 
has produced a serions impression at St. 
Petersburg, and fears are entertained that 
the two Powers may come in armed collision. 

THE Turkish forces, oh the 10th, 
evacuated Widin, Rustchuk, 8ilistria, Ischik 
and Erzcroum. 

A DISPATCH from Paris of the 10th 
says a telegram had been received from Ragu-
sa, which stated that the resumption of hos
tilities between Montenegro and Turkey was 
Imminent. 

THE Turkish Province of Epiros had 
declared its annexation to Greece. 

PRINCE BISMARCK has notified the 
German Ambassador at Rome that Germany 
will refrain from interference until the new 
Pope is elected, after which she may take ac
tion. 

A CONSTANTINOPLE telegram of the 
llth says the Porte had refused the firman, 
permittinu' the British fleet to come to Con
stantinople, on the ground that, in that eTent, 
Russia would rccupy the city. London dis
patches of the same date say that negotiations 
for obtaining the permit were still pending, 
and that, meanwhile, the licet would remain at 
Besika Bay. 

ACCORDING to St. Petersbnrg tele
grams of the llth, the approach of the fleet to 
Constantinople would be the signal for the 
entry into the city of the Grand Duke's Army, 
and it was stated that orders had already been 
Issued for the movement. 

A BERLIN dispatch to the London 
Time* of the llth says Russia had declared bet 
re Mil ve to realm ex Bessarabia, despite the pro
tests of Roumania. 

GREECE proposes that her troops 
continue to occupy the territory tn their pos
session until the European Conference decides 
the questions at issue between that Govern
ment and Turkey. The conduct of the Min
istry in withdrawing troops from Thessaly had 
been approved by the Greek Chamber. 

THE Turkish Parliament, by a large 
majority, has declared the Turkish Cabinet to 
hare been unconstitutionally formed. 

BiogTaphleal Sketch of the Late Pope. 

The Chicago Tribune of Feb. 8 con
tains the following brief sketch of the 
life and reign of Pope Pins IX., who 
died at Rome on the 7th: 

Giovanni Maria Maatai Ferretti was born 
May 18, 1792, in ginigurlia. His parents In
tended bim for the military profession. In 
1808 be attended the coUe|K at Vattena, and 
in IMS began at Rome bis theological studies. 
In 1S18, at the are of twentr-iix, be was or
dained a priest, and in 1828 he accompanied 
tbe Papal Legate to the newly-formed Repub
lic of QiiU, and for two years resided in San
tiago. In 1825, on his return to Rome, be 
was appointed President of a hospital, and 
two years later was appointed Archbishop 
of Spoletto. He waa then bat thirty-flw 
years of age. During the political distnrb-
ances of imb-'31, he waa avllAdninistrator of 
the Provinces of Spoletto and Perugia, dis
playing great ability tn bla eMl duties. In 
lifiB, he was translated to the 8e»of Xiaola, 
aadja December, 1M, was appointed Outf-
nal-Priest by Pope Gregory XVT. That Pope 
diad tn 1840, sad on June 18 the Coilse*, far 
an unabimoaa vote, elected Cardinal TerreUi 

oy ti* tute of riBB 1X He am nirnvn an 

ISwrB •piwftrtwjfi. il> tU§ mpgcMW 
iai*a»Ms ntaafc m trngtiom. Tftoyfc 
men holding tK <Aet hamSm 
st i more «avue«4 ag* tbefe fau lwes no 

' ^tfeer wfeo badsaefe a loag nfgp, or wfeo flUtd 

the days of Peter—that is, served as Pope for I 
twenty-five years. At the time of his death I 
he lacked tnree months of being eighty-six 
years old; had been a priest sixty, a Bishop 
lifty-one, a Cardinal thirty-eight, and Pope 
thirty-one vears and seven months. Of the 
long list of 257 Popes, there have been but 
nine who served over twenty years. One of 
these, Pius VI., was Pope twenty-four years 
and six months. Twenty-five years is the 
term attributed to Peter, and no other Pope, 
except Pius IX., has served a term of that 
length. 

Pius IX. began his reign by a general am
nesty, and by a vigorous reform of the Civil 
Government'of the Papal States, making per
sonal investigations in abuses, and promptly 
applying the remedy. In 1847, he convened a 
Popular Council of Delegates from the vari
ous Provinces, and was looked upon all over 
the world as the leading political reformer. 
The next year, 1848, revolutionary proceedings 
took place in all parts of Europe, and the Pope 
refused to approve or indorse the popular de
mands. A revolution took place. Count Ros
si, the Minister of State, was killed, and the 
Romans forced the Pope to name a more radi
cal Ministry. Declaring himself no louger 
free, he escaped to Gaeta. A Republic was 
declared in Rome. He continued to reside at 
Gaeta until April, 1850, his authority having 
in the meautime been re-established by French 
arms. Among the many notable events of his 
Pontificate maybe enumerated the following: 
1852, re-established a Roman Catholic Hier
archy iu England; 1854, after a convocation of 
Bishops, formally defined the dogma of tbe 
Immaculate Conception; 1850, established 
English and American colleges at Rome; 186*2, 
cauonized the Japanese martyrs; 1864, the 
famous Encyclical Letter: 18W.M70, the con
vocation of the Council of the Vatican, and 
the declaration of the dogma of Papal Infalli-
bilitv. 

The political trials of Pius IX. have been 
almost continuous. He had been Pope but 
two years when he was forced to leave Rome 
by tfie Revolutionists, and was restored two 
years after by a French Array. In 1859 began 
the agitation for the unification of Italy under 
one Government. The conquest of Lombardy, 
the annexation of Parma, Modena and Tus
cany, in 1800-'61, were signs that could not be 
mistaken. In 1861, the Kingdom of the Two 
Sicilies was overthrown, and that monarchy 
incorporated in the now-recognized Kingdom 
of Italy. Then followed the annexation of 
Umbria and Ancona. These matters brought 
the King of Italy and the Pope into 
direct opposition. The Pope refused to 
recognize nim as King of Italy, and there 
has been open contention ever since. The 
French Army had been continued in 
Rome from 1848, and Rome was, by the inter
vention of the same Government, protected 
from Italian occupation ; but in 1870, owing to 
the war with Prussia. France withdrew her 
troops, and in September of that vear Italian 
troops entered the city. A popular vote taken 
soon after was in favor of annexation in Italy, 
and in January, 1871, Victor Emmanuel en
tered Rome as'the Capital of the Kingdom of 
Italy. The protests of the Pope have l>een 
incessant ana spirited. He has declared him
self a prisoner in his own Stat es, and no longer 
free in the discharge of his duties as spiritual 
father of the faithful. But no power has in
tervened in his behalf, and he has died, leaving 
the political States of his predecessors in the 
hands of the King of Italy. 

In June, 1877, was celebrated his golden ju
bilee of fifty vears a Bishop. He was visited 
by pilgrims from all parts of the world, bear
ing to him large sums of money and other 
gifts. 

The private life and character of the late 
Pope have, as a general thing, been commend
ed by friend and foe. He was a scholar, and 
a liberal and discriminating patron ol learn
ing. He was a man of affable manners and 
fascinating address, and has filled a larger 
share in the world's history than any Pope 
who has served during the last three centuries. 

INCIDENTS AND ACCIDENTS. 

—A girl at Bridgeport, Conn., ate too 
many walnuts aha died. 

—The rats in an Ohio barn rose in 
their might and killed the dog that had 
been sent in to exterminate them. 

—A Houston, Tex., woman tried to 
commit suicide by knocking a hole in a 
window-glass, and sawing her neck over 
the ragged edges. 

—A mischievous boy at Heading 
Pa., closed np a chimney with rags, 
and at night the family in the house 
narrowly escapcd suffocation from 
smoke. 

—George Hall, of Joplin, Mo., a lad 
thirteen years of age, fell into amining-
shaft ninety-seven feet deep. He was 
taken out, and, strange to say, had sus
tained no fatal injuries. 

—A young man in Saline County,-
Mo., attempted to kiss a pretty young 
widow who was boarding in the same 
house with him. In the scuffle the 
widow suddenly thrust a finger into 
one of the young man's eyes, destroy
ing the sight. 

—Geo. A. Hannum recently traveled 
from Kansas with his wife and chil
dren, all the way through in a two-
lior.se covered wagon, to the house of 
his father-in-law in Howe, Mass., doing 
his own cooking, and sleeping in the 
wagon at night. 

—A dispatch to the London Free 
Press says that a son of David Van 
Every, of Ayr, Ont., about five years of 
age, while coming down-stairs with an 
open penknife in his hand, fell ta the 
bottom, the knife entering his heart 
and killing him instantly. 

—An able-bodied man in New Ha
ven, Conn., was arrested for stealing a 
carpenter's plane, which he sold for 
eighteen cents. He convinced the 
Court that he committed the crime as a 
last resource to procure food for his 
starving family. He was dismissed 
and his immediate wants supplied. 

—A queer point is up before a Phila
delphia court. Miss Clara M. Whipple 
was riding in a crowded car, and her 
corsets were laced so tightly that, 
though above the medium height, she 
coula not raise her hands to cling to 
the straps. The car struck a "bumper" 
violently, and she waa thrown down 
and broke her knee-cap. One jury has 
given her $5,500 damages, and new the 
suit is up before the Supreme Court, 
the company claiming that she neglrct-
ed to take due precautions for her 
safety. 

Washington's Only Sister. 

Mrs. Betty Lewis, Washington's only 
sister, is described, in Scribner for Feb
ruary, as a woman of many virtues, 
and well beloved of her famous broth
er. In the future, however, she is more 
likely to be celebrated for her spelling 
than for anvthing else. We qnote the 
following letter from the Scribner arti-

July 5, 1196. 
Mr DUB BBOTHEB I rewivM Tour Letters of 

26thand 39th of June, the dAy after I «rote_Co 
you I waa attae-k with the Heue nnd fever which 
has lusted ever since 1 had never been olear of a 
fever since. 1 Expected \our coming threw Balte-
more thut vou would ascertain Mr. Parkes for
tune thoe I beleive he would not tell anythine 
fals on the Occation, Harriot's Brother Wrote her 
R letter from Bnltemore and likewise one of Mr. 
Parks congratulating them on there Intended 
Union which he says he makes no dout will be a 
very happy one, Ijiwrence w:is here at the time 
that Mr. Parks fire spok< to Harriot on the sub
ject, and I beg'd of him to make all the inquire 
he could but never hard from him until tbe let
ter I have metion'd here and concluded from 
that be had Inquired and w:is well pleas'd. when 
Mr. Parka askd my consent 1 told him 1 had 
nothing to say to it that you ware the Person to 
be appue'd to. I have never concern'd myself 
with it 1 think Harriot is Old Enough now to 

choice for her self, and if they are not hap
py I believe it will be her one fait, he bars the 
fiest caracter of anv yonn? Person that I know. 

I now my Dear Brother have to thank you fc. 
vour good intention of sending me a mule if yoa 
had any to spear, bat had no write to Expect yon 
toDislu'nish yourself. , . 

I am match obliged to yoa for your invitation 
to Moant Vernon bat it is utterly out of my 
Power to set ap, I believe I wrote to yoa hist 
F&U thai Iliad oat two old Hones and in Tenia 
[word left oat] from that my stable wan broken 
open and tbe bast of them earn ed and from that 
day to this I have not har'd a word of him that 
«M the fofth charriot Hare that I lost in Fred
ericks yoa mayBeHere I had no great Paniallity 
for the Place, Harriot is Better and ispmeto the 
forth of July in Town bat 1 think she looks 

Hy Love to yoa and my Bister Washington 
oonclndes meyoar  ̂

, Affectionate sister 
Brmr Lcm 

P. 8,—I fear™ wiB hardly make out this as 
iviolentBeadakeanoa horrid eaaifr-d 
Harriot is dptraeed to b^r bow_ the is 

IOWA STATE NEWS. 
A FEW mornings ago, A. C. Smith, a farmer, 

living near Council Bluffs, went to Omaha to 
transact some business. He left Charles 
Fisher, an Indian, who had been employed by 
him, to do some work. At noon, Mrs. Smith, 
bis three children and the Indian sat down to 
dinner. The two oldest children getting 
through first, went out to play. When they 
returned, a few minutes afterward, they 
missed their mother, and commenced looking 
for her. They were assisted in their search 
by hearing the cry of their baby brother. 
Going in the cellar, the children found their 
mother lying on some straw, her throat cut 
from ear to ear. The little babe was sitting 
on its mother's breast, crying plteously. The 
body of the Indian was subsequently found in 
he well. 

ON the morning of the 2d, Tom Alsop and 
his son, who were burled in a shaft sixty-five 
feet deep, near Dubuque, two days before, 
were reached, and, strange to say, the old man 
was rescued alive, while the boy died two 
hours after being buried. It seems almost 
impossible to believe that this man lived two 
days In a place where the air was so foul that 
a candle would not bum, and with abeam 
weighing over thirty pounds lying across his 
chest. His boy was lying dead a few feet 
from him, being killed by the beam which lay 
across his chest. The last words of the boy 
were, " Father, we will die together, good-by.n 

This is one of the most wonderful mining ac
cidents which has ever happened in that min
ing district, and will always be one of the 
startling stories of the lead mines. 

AT Dubuque, on the 2d, a little daughter of 
Mr. H. Buesman, six years old, subject to 
epilepsy, fell against the stove while In a fit, 
and threw over a kettle of boiling water on 
herself, and was almost literally boiled to 
death. She suffered great agony for two hours 
before death relieved her. 

AFTER John Sharp, of State Center, had his 
legs cut off by the train, he tied the mangled 
limbs together with his suspenders, and 
crawled nearly a mile through a cornfield to a 
school-house. He died a few days after. 

APPANOOSE and Davis Counties have a vigi
lance committee in active existence. 

THE Davenport Glucose Works use 500 bush
els of corn a day.^ 

THE Iowa towns and cities along the Mis
souri are gladdening over a proposed barge 
line in the Missouri. 

TIIE farm-house of George Miller, near 
Clayton Center, was burned, on the 5th, in
volving c loss of $1,500. 

THERE were 488 patents issued to Iowa dur
ing 1877 from the office at Washington. 

THE Red Ribbon City of Keokuk supplies 
the tempefance Town of Carthage, on the op
posite side of the river, with $5,000 worth of 
Hquor per annum, by the jug-full, 

LARS HELOERSON LANGLA\"I>, living about 
five miles east of Benson Grove, was thrown 
from Ids wagon and killed, Feb. 1, while on 
his way home from Kcnsett. 

JOHN DORAN, an elderly man, was run over 
by the ears, at Ottumwa, Feb. 1st, and almost 
instantly killed, his body being- so torn and 
mangled as to be unrecognizably It appears 
tbe unfortunate man was crotesed by two 
trains, going in different directions, before the 
mangled remains were discovered. 

TnorsANns of colts and calves in Iowa arc 
being eaten up with lice, and the owners do 
not know why they are getting so poorly.— 
State J{egi*ter. 

A SALOON at Mitchellville was set on fire, ou 
the 5tli, and burned to the ground. It is be
lieved th »t a man perished iu the flames. 

THE latest reports from St. Louis give the 
following as the current prices for leading 
staples: Flour—XXX, Fall, $5.70f^5.90. 
Wheat—No. 3 Red, Fall, $1.12^1.13}^; \o. 2 
Spring, $1.01(^1.01^; Corn—No. a Mixed, 
39:34(®40c; Rye—No. •), 50(fls50.l>,'e; Oats— 
2>^^2.)?tc; Pork — $I0.75(rt5ll.(X); Lard — 
7'M(^7,1ic; Hogs—$3.50@4.">(); Cattle—$3.50 
(<45.50. _ 

THE LEGISLATrRB. 

SENATE.—On the 7th, bills were in
troduced—in relation to the ealeof l«tids nnd 

town lots for taxes: to provide for the adoption 
of peneral rules of practice in the Courts of the 
State; an amendment to the laws of the Fifteenth 
General Assembly regulating savings banks; 
making appropriations for the n^wC ipitol build
ing, the Inil appropriating £360 000: making ap
propriations for the Insane Hospital at. Mt. 
Pleasant, the amount asked Iwing >47.000; relat
ing to the election of officers of independent 
school districts: to provide for the rebuilding of 
the Deaf and Dumb Asylum at Council Bluffs, 

Rapids. 

HOUSE.—Bills were introduced—to 
prevent the making of false statement* in regard 
to the business of tire insurance; to enable school 
districts to is^ue bonds; to provide for local op
tion in townships for the Hale of wine and beer; 
to prevent the double taxation of the property of 
manufacturing eHtaWishmenfcs t<> prevent the 
double taxation of banking property; providing 
for maximum nas^enger rates on railroad.*, and to 
provide for a Board of Commissioners; in rela
tion to the width of public roads; to regulate the 
means of egress from public buildings; in rela
tion to notice for establishing highways: to give 
greater efficiency to the law relating to assign-
ments tor the benefit of creditors. 

SENATE.—On the 8th, bills were in
troduced—appropriating £65,(XX) to the State 
University; for the Agricultural College, £7,503; 
and Hanna, for the Soldiers' Orphans' Home, at 
Daveni>ort, £2l>,8!K). Bills were passed—amend
ing the law in regard to corporations for pecu
niary profit; changing the term of Township 
Trustees; to punish setting prtirie fires, ana 
amending the law relative to taking private 
property for public use. A resolution \v;is adopt
ed—inquiring into the expediency of removing 
the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb from Coun
cil Bluffs to Mitchellville, near DesMoines. 

HOUSE.—In the House, a.large num
ber of bills were presented. Bills were passed— 
relative to annexing territory to cities and 
towns; legalizing the acts .?f the Scho >1 District 
of Dayton, Chickasaw Count-', arts of the Town 
of Ossian. Winneshiek County, and of Sheldon, 
O'Brien County. Pending discussion over the 
National Finance resolution, the Hou.se ad
journed. 

SENATE.—On the 9th, bills passed— 
to have all saloon and other liceuces expire June 
1 of each year; allowing deputies to draw jurors 
in certain cases. A large number of bills were in
troduced. 

HOUSE. — Bills passed — exempting 
poultry from execution; for the protection of 
wild grasses; to tax sleeping and dining cars 2 
per cent, on the value when not owneci^by the 

coinage of the silver dollarof 412V4 grains; favor
ing the increase of legal-tender notes; asking 
that the Resumption act be not repealed. rlhe 
committee rose and further amendments were 
ofiered, pending consideration the House ad
journed* 

I have a violent Bcndake 
believe Harriot is disirMsea to *nownoi ... 
to be Provided with things for a Wedicg Dres% 

This was probably the wed sister's 
last letter to her brother; for she en
tered into neat early la March, 1797. 
Her portrait, taken in her youth, Tep-
resentrher aa t tall, handsome woman, 
with brown hair and eyea—her bead 
beld proudly erect and her full lips 
firmly, almost haughtily compressed,, . 

"as if sha had lust issued some positive LlJl$Ie task, however, that they must fin-
oomtnand «t> Mr army o< tafi SOM. fSfcarfp, ~ * * ' 

Hew to Amuse Younger Children. 

It isn't always the baby you are 
called to amuse. There are such mem
bers of society as six-year-olds, as I 
painfull}' know, for such an one has 
just laid his head on the pillow in the 
room across the hall. I have to devise 
and search and contrive to be good 
company for those lively witsandlimbs 
asleep there on mamma's bed, after a 
day's tramp following a hunting party, 
half way to Mamaroneck and over by 
the beach dinnerless but for some ap
ples he found in the wood. A square 
of silver-perforated board and a worst
ed needle full of pink zephyr used to 
keep the little fingers busy, on rainy-
days, and you will find that children 
four years old can work their patterns 
for a shaving-case or a match-lighter, 
with great satisfaction, particularly if 
it is to be a "s'prize" for somebody at 
Christmas. That same small boy rips 
most of his mother's old seams for her, 
and never was known to cut a stitch, 
or to grumble over the work if he 
could nave a cheerful talk thrown in. 
Chiidren like to be useful, and'feel that 
they are accomplishing something, and 
they can do more than we suppose, if 
they only have somebody to work with 
them. So find something for your lit
tle folks to do, if it is picking up ap
ples or pulling weeds with you, or fold
ing newspapers, or picking or shelling 
pease and berries or the currants for 
cake. They have sense enough for it, 
only you must not keep them long at 
one thing, unless of their own accord. 
Twenty minutes is a long time for them 
to work, and you will be wise in sug-
gestlng something new as the aims of 
weariness begin. Always give them a 

"e task, however, that they must fin-
aad put Stem on theto pride about 

it, so that they will learn steadiness by 
degrees. Then to let them play. They 
need not be rude if they do romp. And 
dance with them. I never saw a child 
that did not like to have its hands taken 
by an older one, and swing and 
hop round to a tune, the faster 
the better. Sawing wood, by 
crossing the wrists and taking hold 
hands, and drawing them back and 
forth, or wringing the dish-cloth, with 
arms over head, as every child knows, 
is fun, but bean-bags are, perhaps, best 
for small people. They can catch a 
bag better than a ball, and it does not 
give such hard knocks. Dressing up 
in a cocked hat, sash and epaulets cut 
out of newspapers, has all the delights 
of a masquerade to the small fry. I 
know of nothing so absolutely exciting 
as painting small faces with colored 
crayons, with a cast-oil' rooster's 
feather in the hair, a shawl for a 
blanket, and playing Indian in earnest. 
Measuring heights against the door is 
always entertaining, so is playing post
man with a bag of letters.— Wide-Awake. 

Tbe Literature of Crime. 

America presents a most prolific field 
for cheap (i. e. low grade) literature; 
and as our boys and girls are essential
ly a reading class, and the demand for 
this literature is large, the bookstores 
and news-stands are stocked with it. 
An unnatural development of senti
ment, at the expense of judqment, leads 
the young of both sexes to patronize 
that species of sensational romance, 
startling fiction or even coarse vulgari
ty, that is-so unsparingly meted out to 
them in the novels and story papers 
that have attained immense circula
tion in the land. They devour with 
avidity the account of imaginary ad
ventures, and follow with all the in
terest of absolute reality, through the 
pages of these highly wrought literary 
productions, the wavering toitunes of 
some fictitious hero or equally mythi
cal heroine. And the same irresistible 
penchant for these sensational ro
mances that has enthralled the intel
lects of much of our adu't population, 
has become a kind of second nature 
with our rising generation. It has be
come woven with their very being, so that 
it would appear to be a necessary ad
junct to their existence. They neglect 
the performance of their ordinary oc
cupations and shirk the responsibili
ties of position or duty to indulge their 
propensities for such reading. It ap
pears. to carry with it a fascination, that 
imperceptibly steals over the senses of 
its votaries and chains their intellect to 
its dominion. 

We advise parents to exclude from 
their homes the filthy story papers 
which constitute "the literature of 
crime," and we would warn them that 
when once a youth has yielded his un
developed intellect to the subtle and 
poisonous influence, he endangers the 
safety of his intellectual aspirations. 
No more will he aspire to true and 
substantial literature; no more will his 
ambition prompt him to covet intel
lectual study; no more will he seek to 
make everything subservient to the in
crease of his intelligence and tho 
proper culture of his genius and talents; 
solid literature will no longer have any 
charms for him, as his tastes become 
submerged in the yawning guilt of de
basement. 

Many a young man of the brightest 
talents", whose career at scftool was 
honorable and successful, has thwart
ed his high anticipations by the habit 
of reading " the literature of crime." 
It is, then, tho solemn duty of parents 
and guardians to see that their sons 
and daughters do not read this intel
lectual poison which is daily poured 
from the press.—•School and Home. 

Vexations of Diplomatic Intercourse. 

Minister Comly, the United States 
representative at the Sandwich Islands, 
writes as follows to his newspaper, the 
Columbus (Ohio) Slate Journal, con
cerning the irritations of diplomatic in
tercourse: 

" Do you know what it is to the Min
ister to have a man-of-war visit his 
post? First, the Admiral sends his 
statl' officer to report his arrival. Then 
they take a drink. Then the Minister 
runs up his flag, and sends a dispatch 
to the Minister of Foreign Afl'airs no
tifying His Majesty's Government that 
the Admiral has arrived, and desires to 
salute the flag. Then His Excellency 
replies, and sets the time when the Ad
miral may shoot, and His Majesty's 
big guns will be all loaded, ready to re-
ply, gun for gun. Then the bombard
ment takes place. Then the Admiral 
calls on the Minister, with his staff and 
all their good clothes. Then they all 
drink. Then the Minister goes aboard 
the man-of-war in his good clothes and 
the Admiral's yawl. Then they all 
drink. When he leaves the vessel, 
after being presented arms to, and all 
kinds of bother, he gets only about 
thirty yards away when his ears are 
torn and his head bursted by the big 
guns of the vessel firing a fifteen-gun 
salute. The mariners have their oai s 
peaked and their eyes on the Minister, 
and he is expected to take off his hat 
and give horribly a ghastly smile, as if 
he really enjoyed the honor of having 
his head bursted in this way. Then the 
Admiral comes ashore with his staff, 
and the Minister takes him to call upon 
His Majestvis Government, We go 
first to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
who tells us when we may have an au
dience at the Palace to present the Ad
miral and other officers to His Majesty. 
Then we visit the other Ministers, the 
Governor of Oahu, the Justices of the 
Supreme Court and the Marshal of the 
Kingdom; then we take a drink. Then 
the Admiral invites the Minister to 
lunch, and they take a drink. 
" Next day or so, the Minister takes 

.the whole party to the palace, and they 
are presented in due form to His 
Majesty. The Admiral reads a little 
speech, in which he tells His Majesty 
how glad we are to see him, and His 
Majesty reads a little speech in which 
he replies how glad he is to see us. 
Then we talk awhile with all the gran
dees, and after backing out of the pres
ence sign our names in a little book, 
and the Admiral lrurries on board the 
vessel to get relieved from the pressure 
of his sword-belt as soon as possible. 
Meantime all the other Excellencies, 
representing every country under 
Heaven, have been sending notes to the 
Minister begging him to name the hap
py day when it will please the Admiral 
to send a boat for them to come aboard, 
and have a salute fired for them. Then 
the Frenchman always gets mad be
cause he did not get as many guns as 
he thinks he ought to have had, and the 
Minister has three months' correspond
ence on his hands before that is settled. 
You think it is all over now? The 
trouble is only about to begin. There 
are dinners, lunch parties, dances, sere
nades, visits to be paid, and the dickens 
to pay if the foreign representatives do 
not receive their return calls before the 
week is out. 

" Why, it is a positive fact, we have 
been living since last September within 
five miles of the greatest sight to be 
seen in the world almost—the ' Pali' 
or ' Pari,' a precipice 1,300 feet high, 
over which old Kamehameha drove the 
army that opposed him; and to-dav is 
the first day 1 have found it possible to 
go up and see it. That I ran away, 
literally, on the day before the mail 
closes, in order to see it even now, will 
I trust be a fact of some significance. I 

1have no time to write about it, how
ever, though I am stuffed full of its 
teauty and GRANDEUR^ 

PERSONAL AND LITERARY. 

—Senator Gordon, of Georgia, was 
hit by bullets six times during the Civil 
War. 

The will of the late Chief-Justice 
Pearson, of North Carolina, was writ
ten in pencil. A legal gentleman'sown 
legal business is never half attended to, 
any more than the feet of a shoemaker's 
child. 

—The daughters of Sec'y Schurz are 
great favorites of the foreign represen
tatives who attend the receptions at the 
White House, as the young ladies are 
able to converse well in several lan-
guages. 

—A member of the London publish
ing house of Samson, Low & Co. rushed 
across the English Channel in order to 
see Stanley and get the first chance to 
publish his new book about Africa. 
Such enterprise was worthy of America. 

—It has been announced that the 
Rev. Dr. Sevmour, Bishop-elect of 
Springfield, ill., will shortly marry 
Miss Susan Tyng Coxe, a cousin of the 
Rev. Stephen H. Tyng, Jr., Rector of 
the Church of the Holy Trinity, New 
York. 

—The Territorial Enterprise, of Ne
vada, says of Mark Twain, that, unless 
he has greatly changed since he left that 
paper, he will not be betrayed into the 
indiscretion of writing too much. It 
says he always avoided work as he 
would a pestilence. 

—Just as Prof. Everett, of Harvard 
College, was rounding off the last line 
of an ode of Horace during his speech 
at the Bristow dinner at Boston, an 
open-mouthed waiter, turning to a com
panion, remarked: "I say, Jim, what 
a man that 'Orace Greelv was!" 

—The Springfield Bipuhliiyin did not 
put in any black rules when Mr. Bowles 
died. It is good to see that this anti
quated style of expressing grief is pass
ing away. Nothing is more horrible or 
in worse taste than a newspaper with 
its column rules upside down.—Louis
ville Courier-Journal 

—A former schoolmate of Wagner, 
who lives in St. Louis, speaking of tlie 
early life of the German composer, 
says that " he tried to learn to play the 
piano, which at that time was becom
ing the popular instrument, but could 
not lie could not make the runs, and, 
if one will notice, iu all of his music 
to-day there are no runs. He had such 
a detestation of them through his in
ability to master them that he would 
not write any." 

—Of Gail Hamilton, a lady cor
respondent of the Albany Journal 
writes from Washington: "I met her 
at Mrs. Postmaster-General Key's re
ception. Miss Dodge was dressed hand
somely in a brown matelasse visiting 
suit, with rich satin train. She is said 
to be an exceeding'.}- pleasant person to 
know in the same household, but her 
manner toward transient feminine ac
quaintances is indifferent, not to say-
squelching. She likes to talk with 
men. She is plain-looking, but piquant 
in every snap of her wilful eyes and 
every toss of her retrousse nose." 

Dr. Hlldebraadt's Recent Explorations 
in Africa. 

The December session of the Berlin 
Geographical Society was occupied by 
a long and interesting address from 
I>r. F. M. Hildebrandt on the results of 
his late African explorations. We have 
already alluded in a late number to the 
unfortunate results of the expedition 
to the snow-clad mountains of equato
rial Africa, when the explorer was 
compelled to return with Mount Kenia 
fairly in sight. The heroism of Dr. 
Hildebrandt in battling with danger 
and disease in manifold forms is only 
approached by the adroitness and inge
nuity which characterized his dealings 
with the natives. Among the Hataitas 
he was regarded as a magician, and 
was forced to pronounce incantations 
on the unfruitful fields. For this pur
pose, at his request, specimens of all 
the plants and animals in the vicinity-
were gathered by the tribe, and after 
having served as a "fetish," were 
carefully packed away in the collec
tions. On another occasion he was 
attacked by several hundred natives, 
who beat a hasty retreat when the ex
plorer advanced toward them armed 
with a photographic camera. Despite 
the constant succession of misfortunes 
accompanying Dr. Hildebrandt during 
his two years' explorations in Africa, 
he has succeeded in gathering together 
a large and valuable collection of an
thropological and botanical specimens, 
especially from Cape Gardafni and the 
Comoro Island Johanna. A number of 
new species and genera, particularly of 
aromatic plants, were discovered in the 
former locality.—Nattire. 

Will a Bad Daughter Sake * (M 
Wife! 

It often happens that though a man 
may be engaged to a girl for a long 
time, he really fails to reach a true un
derstanding of her character. When 
he comes to marry herhefinds that she 
is very different in disposition from 
what he supposed while he was play
ing the part of a lover. The conse
quence is sometimes much marital un-
happiness. The husband thinks he has 
been deceived, and the thought irri
tates him. Yet the fault is usually his 
own, and he does not deserve sympathy. 
He was an unobserving lover, else his 
long engagement would have enabled 
him to find out what sort of girl he was 
courting. There are cases, however, 
where the woman artfully conceals her 
real disposition during the preliminary 
love-making, only to tear away the dis
guise when the knot has been tied. 
Here the husband should get all the 
compassion we bestow on people who 
have been swindled. 

But a Southern gentleman who asks 
our advice in his love affairs, and who 
thus states his case, cannot, if ho mar
ries his sweetheart, plead ignorance of 
her disposition: 

" SIR: A brilliant beautiful and ac
complished lady has unquestionably 
gained possession of the citadel of ray 
heart. I am fully satisfied my love is 
reciprocated, and I would not hesitate 
an instant to enthrone her as the queen 
of my soul, but for her conduct at 
home, which causes me no little anx 
iety. She will not assist in the house
hold duties, neither is she kind and gen
tle around the family circle nor to her 
inferiors, but indifferent to the interest 
of her parents. She is unquestionably 
deeply interested in my welfare, and, 
judging by her conduct (toward me) 
would make a faithful and loving wife. 
Now, sir, have I sufficient ana good 
reasons to turn from the idol of my 
heart and master my grief, or should I 
fullfil my desire by taking her into my 
keeping? If you will give this your 
early and earnest consideration you 
will confer^ lasting favor upon 

We are not surprised that our corre
spondent hesitates before embarking 
on the sea of matrimony with a bride 
who so conducts herself in her father's 
house. If a girl neglects to assist in 
lifting the load of care off her mother's 
shoulders, has no regard to pay to her 
father, ill-treats the servants and goes 
snarling about the bouse, the chances 
are ten to one that when she gets a 
home of her own she will make a nui
sance of herself there also. Vety like
ly she is amiable enough to our friend, 
for his attentions flatter her vanity; but 
after he had married her and become 
in old story like her parents, she would 

y treat Mm » «B«W)«WU 

the same qualities which she now dis
plays as a careless and ungrateful 
daughter. 

There are girls who fancy themselves 
so far superior to their parents that the 
mere privilege of enjoying their society 
in the house ought to be all the old peo
ple should have the assurance to ask. 
While their mothers are busy with do
mestic duties they sit in the easiest 
chairs, or lie on the softest sofas, feed
ing on cheap and trashy novels, and 
cherish the notion that 'they are rery 
literary individuals. The household 
drudgery is too coarse for such fine la
dies as they. The business of their 
parents is to provide them with nice 
clothes, and to be content with admir
ing their handsome appearance in the 
intervals of labor. 

Such girls wish to get married, and 
therefore they are smiling enough to 
eligible bachelors, quickly smoothing 
down the frowns which alone they gi ve 
to the members of their own families. 
A caller who doesn't have a chance of 
seeing how they behave as daughters, 
may be excused for fancying them 
lovely and lovable beings; but one 
who does see it, is foolish if he com
mits himself by offering marriage to a 
girl of this sort. She isn't' fit to be 
the wife of a husband such as we hope 
our correspondent would make. He 
will be wise if he leaves her at home 
to worry her parents, and refuses to 
hazard the experiment of taking her 
to a house of his own. If she will not 
assist her mother in the domestic la
bors, and badgers the servants, is she 
not likely to be equally slothful and ill-
tempered when she marries? If she 
now thinks herself too fine to work, it is 
safe to expect thac her views as to that 
matter will radically change if she be
comes a wife? 

Our correspondent must gather from 
our remarks that we advise him to re
gain possession of the citadel of his 
heart, and to disenthrone this unduti-
ful enchantress as the queen of his 
soul. In fact, that is our advice to 
hilu; and to her we recommend the 
learning of the lesson that a woman 
cannot DC better occupied than in mak
ing her home happy.—N. Y. Sun. 

Tbe Foot and the Pound. 

The foot and the pound are found in 
every country, and have evidently been 
derived directly from the Romans. But 
they can claim a far higher antiquity, 
for Mr. Chisholm traces their origin to 
the Babylonians or Chalda-ans, who, as 
units of length, used both the cubit and 
the foot. These were subsequently 
adopted by the Egyptians, who intro
duced considerable variety, so that 
tliere is no little confusion between the 
different kinds of cubit and foot. The 
natural cubit, of about eighteen inches, 
and the foot, which was two-thirds of 
this length, were transferred to Greece, 
and, the cubit having fallen into disuse, 
the foot became the ordinary standard 
of the Romans. At the same time the 
double cubit, which was equivalent to 
three feet, would appear to have sur
vived in the form of the ell of Medieval 
Europe, and in that of our own yard. 
As all these measures were originally 
derived from the proportions of the hu
man body, some caution is necessary 
in referring their origin to remote an
tiquity rather than directly to the 
length of the forearm or of the foot. 
It must be admitted, however, that the 
coincidence of length among all civi
lized Nations is very striking. The 
derivation of the pound weight is more 
complicated. The earlier Tower pound 
appears to have been of Roman origin, 
being presumably identical with the 
Greek inina, while the hundred weight 
corresponded to the talent or weight of 
a cubic foot of water. Subsequently 
the Troy pound was substituted, and, 
for commercial transactions, the pound 
avoirdupois, from the old French pound 
of sixteen ounces. It is evident, how
ever, that our weights and measures in 
the D-irk Ages were in an unsettled 
state, and subject to arbitrary altera
tions at the will of the Monarch.—Sat
urday lteview. 

The Sort of Cigars Smoked in England.* 

A large number of the so-called Ha
vana cigars which arrive in England 
are shipped from German ports. In a 
pamphlet recently published at Bremen, 
some details are given of the means 
employed to give the cigars manufact
ured there a more marketable appear
ance. 

A higher price is, it appears, obtain
able for dark than for light-colored 
cigars, the demand for the former being 
about three times as large as for the 
latter. Unfortunately, however, owing 
in a great measure to the partial fail
ure of the tobacco crops of late years, 
light-colored tobacco is much more 
common than dark. In order, there
fore, to render the cigars made of 
light-colored tobacco salable at a 
higher price, and also to improve the 
appearance of old and faded cigars, 
various- infusions have of late been 
prepared and largely sold under the 
name of "Havana brown," "sap 
brown," and " condensed sauce." All 
these preparations "are now openly ad
vertised, and directions given for using 
them. 

Fortunately, the writer of the pam
phlet referred to remarks, none of these 
infusions contains anything particular
ly injurious, most of them consisting 
of brown vegetable dyes. Nevertheless 
they enable the manufacturer to give 
cigars made of old and faded leaves the 
appearance of good Havana cigars. 
The writer of the pamphlet regrets 
that he is not aware of any means by 
which the imposition can be detected; 
but a German paper states that if a 
piece of white blotting paper, saturated 
with diluted sal ammoniac, is passed a 
few times lightly over the cigar, the 
coloring matter, if any has been used, 
will come off on it, whereas the natural 
brown of the tobacco leaf will remain. 
—Fall Mall Gazette. 

Yontlis' Department. 
MISS MUSLIN SENDS A YALEN 

TINE. 

"WHY," cried little Miss Muslin, of Qmntillion 
Square, 

As she stood for a moment in doubt on the stair, 
" I had ainuut forgotten 1 heard papa say. 
This morning At breakfast, 'twas Valentine's 

Dav. 
I outrht never to let it po by. I am sure. 
Without H* ndinjf one valent.ae off. if no more. 
I muht hurrv down utreet just as fast as 1 can. 
To see what I can buy of the Valentine Man." 

When the ''Valentine Man'1 saw Miss Muslin 
come in. 

He jumped up from his chair bv the stove with a 

And, fr;„ a profoundly, he bade her good-day. 
And inquired: " Ah! what can I do for you, pray? 
A valentine ? Dear me! You come just in time. 
I have just one more left—which is yours for a 

'Twould be eheap, I asau 
monev. 

For you never in all your life s 

you, at double tbe 

10 funny." 

80 little Miss Muslin, of Quintillion Square, 
She opened her purse with a business-like air. 
And took out tne money when- -1 declare for 

it!— 
The valentine purchased, she no sooner saw it 
Than she stink in a chair, almost o'ercome with 

laughter. 
Quite unable to speak for some minutes there

after. 
1 am sute I daren't even describe it to you 
Lest you should be seized in the same manner, 

too. 

But recovering herself, she soon brought an en
velope, 

And putting the valentine in, sealed it well up. 
Then, Ijetrmng the " Valentine Man" to direct it, 
(Lent her father, for whom it was meant, should 

sus{>ect it 
Came from her),  she received it and hastened 

awav. 
To portt it at once so he'd get it that day. 
'• Won't he laugh when he Bees it!" she said, in 

great glee, 
"And he won't have the faintest idea it's from 

As you well may imagine, that evening at tea, 
Miss Muslin waa anxiously waiting to see 
What her father would say; and her heart began 

}>eatiug 
Like a trip-hammer when she observed him stop 

eating 
All at once, as if suddenly struck by the thought 
Of the valentine, which the last mail must have 

brought. 
And. opening his coat from his breast-pocket 

draw it— 
(She knew the envelope the minute she saw it.) 
'I've a valentine here," said he, "which, without 

doubt. 
Came from somebody ftcr#/and I mean to find 

out 
Which one of you 'tis. I shall hold it up here 
I11 plain view, and whoever'twas sent it,'tis 

It was that^ one who sent it. Here 'tis—now bc-

For I know it was sent me from Qnintillion 
Square," 

Poor little Miss Muslin, of Quintillion Square, 
When she heard this strange plan, sat straight up 

in her cliair. 
And. tixing her eyes with a well-assumed scowl 
On the tea-pot, sat looking as grave as an owl— 
Ke.-tolved it should never from her looks be 

guessed 
\V ho it was sent the valentine. As for the rest, 
1 hey no sooner saw it, than swift round the 

board 
Went a laugh that increased till they all fairly 

roared. 

Then < ir heroine looked up to see what was the 
matter. 

And found the whole family looking straight at 
her; 

While her father cried merrily, "Oho! Well, 
well! 

So 'tw;is you, miss, who sent it? I Amiflcould 
tell!" 

" O dear!" cried Miss Muslin, in puzzled distress. 
" Why, I do not see how in the world you could 

guess! 
I am sure that tbe rest of them laughed all the 

wliile. 
And I never so mueh as gave vent to a smile r 
-'John Jirownjohn, in February Wide-Awake. 

THE RAID OF THE CAMANCHES. 

FRED HART, who was the eldest son 
of a country clergyman, and preparing 
for college at Whitford Boys' Academy, 
was known at that classical institution 
as a dig," because he " dug" into his 
books and studied hard. His room
mate, Neal Hewe, an orphan, depend
ent upon his own exertions, was styled 
a " digger;" as both lads were rather 
dark, it was but a step for those up
per-story boys to call them "Digger 
Indians!" 

This term was gradually extended to 
include all the boys in the second sto
ry, for they were all hard students. 
The " Diggers" retaliated mildly by 
styling their upper-story neighbors, 

Camanches." 
The Camanches perpetrated all sorts 

of school-bov atrocities on the Diggers 
but, above all things else, they burned 
for a pillow-fight. In vain they chal
lenged the Diggers to combat. Those 
law-abiding savages declined, though 
aware of thereby^falling into contempt 
<>n charge of cowardice. 

Unmistakable indications were soon 
apparent that, the Camanches medi
tated an attack. 

The north wing was intended to be 
fire-proof, and each story was separated 
from the main building by iron doors 
which usually were fastened back by 
staples. The Camanches reasoned that 
these doors might be as effectual in 
shutting off teachers as fire; and the 
staples in both the second and third sto
ries were one day withdrawn, so that 
these doors could be easily closed. 

Scouting parties reported that the 
Camanches were getting ready the war
paint—i. c., the burnt eork—and one 
ferocious savage had intimated that 
they should spare neither age nor sex. 

A council was immediately held in 
Fred Hart's room, and f red unanimous
ly chosen Chief. 

" If they're determined on a pillow-
fight they shall have it," resolutely re
marked that w arrior. 

The Diggers proposed using their own 
pillows as reserve arms only, and the 
next day any number of this tribe 
might have been seen scouring the vil
lage in efforts to buy up old pillows. 

"All's fair on the defensive," said 
Chief Fred, and each Digger ripped 
open one end of his pillow, poured in a 
little mucilagc, and then basted it up, 
in accordance with the liberal views 
boys always entertain concerning 
" basting." 

At a little after nine o'clock, when 
the lights had been extinguished, and a 
teacher made the nightly round*?, a 
Camanehe scout quietly closed and 
bolted the iron doors and relighted the 
hall lamps. Then, with hair-starting 
war-whoops, the savages began drop
ping down through the trap-door, which 
opened from one hall to another in the 
capacity of fire-escapes. 

The Diggers, peacefully studying in 
their rooms, were summarily ordered 
into the hall to battle. Every man pro
tested, but the Camanches refused to 
parley. Then, seizing their weapons, 
the assailed marchew forth to the field 
of carnage. 

Thwackf went the blows of the Ca
manches. _.-."i .-it 

Thwaok! the Diggers. -
Thwack! the Camancl^ * 
Thwack! the Diggers _ _ ... 
A stir among the Camanches and then 

a wild affray. 
Crack! crack! go the Diggers' bast

ings. Crack! feathers fly over the 
heads anil into the eyes of the Caman
ches, and there many of them stick. 
The Camanches realize the disadvant
ages of unprovoked assault with no 
rules of warfare agreed upon before
hand. 

Here and. there a Camanehe drops 
his arms und flies to the farther end of 
the hall, only to fumble unavailing at 
the fastenings of the iron door, while a 
victorious Digger belabors him with 
the weapon be has just cast aside. 

All at once there is descried in the 
dim light of the hall the boots and 
uever-to-be-mistaken striped panta
loons of Capt. Hale swinging through 
the trap-door! 

Capt. Hale is Drill-Sergeant and pro-
produced the conviction that it was one ! feasor of gymnastics. He has seen 
of genuine rabies, communicated by the 1 years of army service, and is thorough-

- - I ly imbued with the military spirit. The 
boys are more afraid of him than of 

DCBING 

th^lfnited11 States* involved "a" toTcf j Nick, himself, in boots and striped pan-
life to 131 persons, and the wounding, taloons. 

peared into his own room and locked 
the door after him, and the Camanches 
are left alone, gasping among their 
feathers, the Captain in their midst. 

There is a moment of bewilderment, 
followed by a wild stampede toward the 
iron door, but the Captain has cut off 
the retreat. 

Young gentlemen, you will remain 
and clear up the hall. Williams, go to 
the coal-cellar and bring up the two-
bushel basket." 

Williams is "nobbiest" of third-stray 
boys, iM-avest of Camanehe warriors, 
but W iniams doesn't daye refuse to go 
for that basket. During his absence 
his fellow-savages express strong doubts 
as to his ever reappearing upon the 
battle-field, but he does return, like 
Regulus to his barrel of spikes. 

The Captain has borrowed a number 
of brooms and dust-pans from the Dig-
;ers, who. to a man, had retired and 
icen snoring sweetly. 
" Now, gentlemen, clear up these 

feathers!" orders the Captain, as if he 
was cry ing, " Forward, march!" 

Clearing up those feathers was a 
tedious and trying process. Anyone 
who has ever chased a worn-out but 
still lively feather up and down a long 
hall can imagine the scene with hun
dreds of them flying about. 

"They're the meanest lot of feathers 
—pretty much all fuzz," said one ex
hausted brave. 

When the last handful had been 
crowded into the basket, Williams 
tempted opening the door. /; •» 

"No; you're to make your exit , 
same way you made your ingress," IM|r; 
nounced the Captain. 

Williams stared blankly at the trap-
hole. 

Dropping down through a trap-door 
andg)ing up through the same, witlr 
no visible means of support but the 
floor, are naturally different exercises. 

"You're fertile in expedients; can't 
you devise some good way of getting 
out?" coolly asked the Captain. 

"We might stand on each other's 
shoulders," suggested one small savage, 
whom the blood-thirsty Willliams after
ward confessed he longed to scalp at 
this juncture. 

"Very well, do so," ordered the 
Captain. 

Then one of the noble savages stood 
under tho trap-door while one by one 
the others sprang upon his shouiders, 
caught the edges of the opening above, 
wriggled, writhed, contorted his limbs, 
and finally succeeded in drawing him
self up to his own story, while all down 
the hall, on either side, there appeared 
at the open ventilators over the doors 
the eyes of pairs of miserable Diggers, 
and for every Camanehe that wriggled 
up there resounded a succession of-
groans 

The Camanches thought, with a 
thrill of exultation, that the Captain 
would be obliged to proffer his shoul
ders for the last man, and would then 
be left pondering alone, like the goat in 
the well. That would be something of 
a revenge, at any rate. 

But when onlv one boy remained, 
who, to the exasperation of the entire 
tribe, was the identical small savage 
who had proposed going up in that 
ridiculous style, the Captain quietly 
opened the iron door, and he and the 
small savage retired with dignity. 

The Captain, who had liis " good 
streaks," never reported the Ca
manches, but they manifested a disposi
tion thereafter to settle quietly upon 
their own reservation and cultivate the 
peaceful arts, and they always treated 
their neighbors, the Diggers, with re
spect, though unmingled with affection. 
—Author of " We Boys," in St. Nicholas 
for February. 

The Reliable Man. 

Of all the qualities that combine to 
form a good character, there is not one 
more important than reliability. Most 
emphatically is this true of the char
acter of a good business man. The 
word itself embraces both truth and 
honest}', and the reliable man must 
necessarily be truthful and honest. We 
see so much all around us that exhibits 
the absence of this crowning quality 
that we are tempted, in our bilious 
moods, to deny its very existence. But 
there are, nevertheless, reliable men, 
men to he depended upon, to be trust
ed, in whom you may repose confi
dence, whose word is as good as their 
bond and whose promise is perform
ance. If any one of you know such a 
man make liim your friend. You can 
only do so, however, by assimilating 
his character. 

The reliable man is a man of good 
judgment. He does not jump at con
clusions. He is not a frivolous man. 
He is thoughtful. He turns over a sub
ject in his mind and looks at it all 
around. He is not a partial or one
sided man. He sees through a thing. 
He is apt to be a very reticent man. He 
does not have to talk a great deal. He 
is a moderate man, not only in habits 
of body, but also of mind. He is not a 
passionate man, if so by nature, he has 
overcome it by grace. He is a sincere 
man, not a plotter or schemer. He 
does not promise rashly. What he says 
may be relied on. He is a trustworthy 
man. You feel safe with your property 
or the administration of affairs in his 
hands. He is a watchful, vigilant man. 
You feel secure with his protection. 
He is a brave man, for his conclusions 
are logically deduced from the sure 
basis of t,ruth, and he does not fear to 
maintairH them. He is a good man, for 
no one can be thoroughly honest and 
•truthful without being good. Is such a 
quality attainable? Most assuredly so. 
It is not born, it is made. Character 
may be formed, of course then its com
ponent parts may be molded to that 
formation.—Portland Price Current, 

Hydrophobia in the Fox, 

An incident is published in Forest and 
Stream which tends to confirm the 
theory that the fox is subject to hydro
phobia, and consequently may com
municate the disease to other aniirals. 
In the fall of 18W, in Northern Ohio, a 
farmer was aroused in the night by a 
commotion among his hows, which were 
provided with a bed andf shelter near 
the house, and by day were allowed to 
roam the woods. Armed with a lantern 
and club, the farmer visited bis pigs, 
and found a gray fox assaulting them. 
On the approach of the man, the fox 
left the pigs, and, walking boldly up to 
him, was killed with the club. On in
vestigation. one pig was seen to have a 
slight wound betweenjthe eyes and the 
end of the nose. It looked more like a 
scratch than a bite, although it was 
sufficient to draw blood. Apprehen
sive that rabies might result from the 
wound, the pig was placed in confine
ment, and, at the end of two or three 
weeks, exhibited the usual symptoms 
of hydrophobia—frothing at the mouth, 
snapping at surrounding objects, and 
falling in spasms. The convulsions in
creased in severity until the animal 
died. A careful observation of the case 

E genuine 
bite of a rabid fox. 

the past year, casualties re- j the President and entire Board of Trus-
m boiler explosions within tees-as afraid as they would be of old 

' loss of j Nick, himself, in boots and striped pan-
ounding, taloons. .... 
4 i In a every Digger had disap- j 
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—A sensitive girl was Mary Holliday, 
of Howick Can., for, unable to with
stand the importunities of two suitors 
to whom, liking them equally, she 
thoughtlessly engaged herself, she took 
strychnine and died. She was a woman 
of unusual beauty, and of a happy but 
excitable disposition. 

THE MARKETS. 

NEW YORK. Feb. 
JJVE STOCK—Cattle * 8J5 

8heep 5-w 
Hogs 4J«> 

LOUR—Good to Choice 5.3J 
HEAT-NO. 2 CHICIWO 

^ORN—Western mixM.. 89 
OATS—Western and 8Uie •*»*. 
BYE—Western 
POHK-Me» 
LARD—Steam 
CHEESE v... 
WOOl^lX—^^.. 

BEEVES—Extra 
Choice 
Good 
Medium 

HOGS—Live—Good to Choice.. 
BHEKP—Common to Choice... 
BUTTER—Fancy Creamery.... 

11.25 
7.60 

.07 

~ 6.25 
4.45 
&00 

T 

$5.00 
4.60 
3.U0 
8JJ0 

.82 

.24 
,12V4< 

6.50 
Choice to Fine Spring. 5.25 
Patent •••••• " 

GRAIN—Wheat—Spring, Mo. 2. 
Corn, No. 2 
Oats, No. 2 
Rye. No. 2 
Barley, No. 2-......... 

ORN—Choice HurL.. .UD 
Good Medium 05 
Inside & Gov's .04 
Crooked -

PDBK—Mem 1J-® 
LARD '-20 

LCMBEB-Oomni'n and Fenc's 10J0 

GIMJU to Choice 
HOGS -Fri sh 
FLOUB—t'hnire Winter. 

JUIOOMCOR 

7.00 
1.04 

.39 Vi 
•» .> 
.50 "if 
.46*! 

BALTIMORE. 
CATTLE-Bert, 

Medium 

r 
j 

* 

! -J* 
>** *4 

<•-,". <T® 

, - 3 

••h' - %{-

MB 
BOOS—Torlura- -. • Ul 

4J0 • 4J0 

»!• 
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