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_ And a mw«iH of garments appear.. 

< Oh, they've oooae, hare they? Strange they're 

Qolak,licht«p the whole chandelier r 

^ I don't nitch into tlmfc £V»hia*tii»r 
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1 wasted the liainci half silk! 
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*rn Si®1, tilc¥ lwo,t e;ven *r«|*e from behind! 
" r,i y ®l>.™1'0 "neakine old pirate; 

^ &£p * ^ give him a piece of my mind. 
* {7J* f,4s * I'nx done with the scoundrel, that's oertain. 
lAMtJ >v Now, if ever I >>aw such a sight—" 

; • . (Bnt licic we will let down the curtain 
t• W»erertwouldn't suit ears polite.) 
.*. . ' —W. W. Vranes in Scribner^g Monthly. 

*HB 8HOST OF DEAN'S HOLLOW. 

»•» ' The old grindstone suggested it. I 
1 * flon't know by what process of thought, 

thoughts are queer, unaccountable 
< $ Agings sometimes. But this I know, 

-Ihat Louis Burns, passing in an idle 
, Inood, one day, by an old, superannu-

, *4ted grindstone, that had stood in the 
l'ard for years, exposed to rain and 

t ,;§torm, thoughtlessly seized the crank 
i and gave it a turn. A doleful, wheez-

"\Jtig creak rewarded his efforts, and at 
fhat instant the thought came to him. 

He sat down on a log near by, and 
>r the space of five minutes—a long 
me for him—was in deep study. When 
e rose there wa^ a smile on his face 

J|nd a resoluto look in his eves, and he 
fluttered to himself: 
: " I'll do it if the boys'll help." 

Now, Lu Burns was one of a 
Of big boys, who seemed to life on 
eause trouble to others. They were 
•the pest of the village, and whenever 

1 

Ka»g 
lly to 
were 

never 
y particular outrageous thine was 
ne, the people always said " It .s that 

urns gang, of course." 
The Burns gang consisted of four 
ys, Lu and Will Burns, Tom Martin. 

n »nd John Stevens. Their last exploit, 
•lit the time my story begins, had been 
•fr steal, one night, into the garden of 

-jlV'idow Norton, who lived half a mile 

tut of the village, and ptrip the fruit 
•om a choice pear tree. 

'• The pears had been closely watched 
:f»v Harry Norton; but on that partic
ular night he was obliged to go ten 
miles away to attend to some business 

hare shrieked, 

something the -'gjit htiri 
The «tory got oat, and was dielw-

' , , ,\tt>r his employer, and though Molly 
; ' ' his sister—thought she could watch the 

'•i Warden as well as he, she must have 
; fallen asleep, for she did not hear a 

..... .^jpovement near the tree, and yet the 
Z fruit was gone. 
* / 4- 2 ?any Norton was a quick-witted boy. 

i .< . -Being honest and straightforward, at
tending to the work of his place—which 
Was under clerk in the country store— 

•• - fce was naturally no favorite with idle, 
/loafing boys, whose only purpose was 
c te pass through life with as little 

trouble and as much " fun " (as they 
_ jMlled their mischief) as possible. 

:l When Harry came homo and heard 
of the loss of the pears, lie put his wits 

work to think who had known of his 
p out of town, and he soon l emem-
red that Lu Burns was in the stire 

When Mr. Mills decided to send him, in-
Head of the other clerk. 

The next time he saw Lu, he said, 
fSjgniiicantly: 
'"I think I have a clue to the pear 

Jljieves, and 1 shall keep watch of them 
_^gl I catch them at something." 
~~ "Oh, you will!" sneered Lu. "I 

ji $ 

3 ®?sh y°u j°y °f your sneaking business! 
' - the}- only knew you were on their 
^jftitaack, they'd no doubt come and con

fess to your ma!" 
"Never mind," said Harry. "See 

if I don't catch them in some'mischief! 
ffftnow their tricks." 

"Smart boy!" said Lu, ironically. 
t ."Does the antiquated lady know 

-1 
ty»u'rc out?" and he shut the door be-
' rare Harry could open his mouth to 

J "The mean sneak!" said he to him-
4}f. as he sauntered toward home. 
?"l n pay him off for watching us. I'll 

/rj|let me see—I'll—oh, I know! I'll 
'iiXare that prinked-up sister of his"—a 

tveuge just suited to a boy of his char-
^ter. 

' "For a few days after that chance turn 
= •( the grindstone-handle, there was un-

*ual quiet in the village. No fruit was 
Stolen; no pigs turned into a neighbor's 
field: no cows driven off into the woods. 
The Burns gang seemed to have sud
denly grown industrious and quiet. 

-. JChough Harry kept hfe sharp eyes very 
wide open, he scarcely saw any of 
them, nor did he hear of any new mis-
Cfcief. 
rAtlast, however, there came a sensa-

4W>n with a vengeance. One night 
*>»y Norton, who had to go through 
•piece of woods to school, «ame living 
Into the house, wild-eyed and pale as' 
death, without shawl or books. On 

- Heing questioned, she declared that she 
had neard frightful groans and horrid 
shrieks in the woods, which so fright
ened her that she ran, and lost her 
books and shawl. 
'MMr irs. "Norton laughed at her, ahd tried 
to persuade her to go back and find her 
JNngs. But Molly was too much dis-
tWbed to be laughed out of her fright, 
and when Harry came home, lie heard 

.-the story. 
"Of course he poohed at her terrors, 

Md said he would go and hunt lip the 
tMngs. So, taking a big stick, he 
started down the road. 

Now Dean's Hollow was m a lonely 
slrip of woods, not very wide—perhaps 
a quarter of a mile—but several miles 
loftg, and though a well-traveled road 
ran through it, it was rather dismal, 
especially at dusk, at which time Harrv 
entered it. 

He walked on very bravely, thinking 
how he would laugh at Molly, anc 
whistling softly as he went, till he came 
to a little bridge which crossed a 
stream. Just as his foot touched the 
pfank, he heard a Long-drawn, quaver
ing groan on the right. It had a .pecu
liarly weird and unearthly wail, not 
like any sound he <_rer heard or im
agined. 

Harry felt himself turn white; but he 
was brave, and determined to go on. 
He crossed the bridge hastily and 
walked along the path, looking earnest-

. % for the missing articles. In a mo
vent more he again heard an unearth
ly groan, more horrible than before. 

Harry's knees knocked together; bnt 
at that instant he caught a glimpse of 
the bright shawl, and, hastily snatching 
it np, he turned toward home, forget
ting in his haste the books that had 
been also lost. 

. . I wJUjust say positively- tbat he ran 
—bufc.W)l#P he reached the -haase he 
was a little out of breath—though when 
accused of it, he laughed, and said it 
was nothing, and that it was too dark 
to see the books. 

Thi* -WW' only the beginning of 
trouble. Holly positively refused to 
go through the woods alone the next 
day, aaawi - - — waited till* 

t was time for Harry to go 

stirred the whole surrounding country 
to its depths, and will doUbttess be re
membered by many yet livJng. Through 
the dajr all ws#> q$iet, andHhe most 
carpfu^earch failed to diaMger any
thing unusual, or any place of conceal-' 
ment in the whole woods. 

As the _s&>ry . raradL^pewlfijcame-

te & 
aewMtfcetSS. tiSthcre 
ly a tree that had not been sounded for 
a hollow trunk^nor * rock that had sot 
lft& searched tot • hioifefdaee, nor 
a bank thatJMftMt bee* jrfetoed with 
hay-forks, to discover a cause for these 
sounds* for the sturdy common sense 
Of the neighborhood was not super
stitions enough to accept them as su
pernatural y 

1 " 
The woods, however,. remained as 

usual until near evening; but as soon 
as it was too dark to see eleaftyg those 
terrible, unearthly sounds—long-drawn, 
quavering groans, followed bywheezy 
Shrieks—would begin again. 

The crowd—for every plight attracted 
a large assembly—would rush in a 
body toward the sotmd, to find out 
what it was, and the'next moment it 
would come from a far-off quarter, 
worse and more terrifying than before. 
Children screamed, superstitious wom
en went into convulsions, and men 
turned pale; but away they would rush 
toward the sound.* Then it would be
gin anew in still another direction. 

This went on for a fortnight. The 
story spread like ^wildfire. Every man 
Within fifty miles, who was able to do 
so, came to hear for himself the mys
terious ghost of Dean's Hollow. Of 
course, all this time the wildest stories 
were rife of unheard-of tragedies and 
other things which the fertile imagina
tion of men will invent on similar oc
casions. 

Business was neglected; school was a 
mere farce; the men lounged about the 
store and tallied about the noises, tell
ing each other horrible stories; and all 
the women visited each other in their 
homes and did the same. 

Children clung to their mothers' 
apron-strings, and things werfe going 
generally to rack and rum. 

>low that deeply-agitated village 
boasted, among other things, of two or 
three enthusiastic Spiritualists, and they 
asserted confidently that this was the 
unhappy spirit of some one who had 
committed a wrong deed in his lifetime 
and wished now to atone for it, and 
that if it could only explain to sympa
thetic listeners the facts in the case, 
the wrong might be righted, and the 
unhappy spirit would depart and trou
ble them no more. 

So they got up a select party of their 
own faith, carefully gleaned from the 
unbelievers of the neighborhood, and 
strengthened by the presence of a cele
brated "medium" from the city, who 
was in the habit of lending his body for 
the use of so-called spirits. 

Requesting everyone else to stay 
away—which the people disregarded by 
coming in greater crowds than usual— 
this party proceeded to the depths of 
the woods, and there affectionately ad
dressed the supposed sufferer. They 
told him, in most winning tones, that 
they were only friends wno wished to 
help him, and that here was an accom
modating gentleman who would lend 
his body, and politely invited him to 
make himself known. 

A longer, wilder, altogether more 
terrific shriek answered. The highly-
wrought crowd, with undignified haste, 
and hair on. end, went home, and the 

•sympathizing Spiritualists were not far 
behind. 

Things had come to this pass when 
one day Mr. Mills, quietly and without 
attracting notice, aslced half-a-dozen of 
the most sensible and least-frightened 
men to meet privately, after dark, in 
the back-room of the store. 

When they had^assembled, Mr. Mills 
told them that Harry Norton had sug
gested to him a possible solution of the 
mystery, and he wanted to talk it over 
with them; for though Harry was but a 
boy, he was a bright one, and having 
suspicions from the first, he had been 
very sharp in watching. So Harry 
was called in to tell his story. 
" You all know," he began, modest

ly, " that this was heard Irst by my 
sister and me. I thought at the time 
that it was done by some enemy of 
mine; so I've been watching the ones 1 
suspected—the Burns boys—and I've 
found out two or three things that 
make me 'most sure they're at the bot
tom of it." 

" Well, what have you found out, 
boy?" asked Mr. Brooks, rather incred
ulously. 

"I've noticed," said Harry, "that 
there is never . but one of the Burns 
gang in the crowd at night. Some
times it's one and sometimes another." 

"That's nothing very surprising," 
said Mr. Brooks. 

"1 don't know about that," said Mr. 
Jones. "Those boys are'most every
where, I've observed." 

" Whichever one is there," said Har
ry, turning gratefully toward Mr. 
Jones, " always tries to take the lead in 
drawing the crowd away from the 
noise. rHe always seems to have a 
reason. Then I've noticed they ate not 
at all scared; and they're just the ones 
to run away from the noises if they 
didn't know anything about them. I 
saw Tom Martin laugh one night when 
the people ran." 

"I wonder we never thought of that 
gang," said Mr. Jones, 

"I did think of them," said Mr. 
Mills; "but, on looking around, I could 
always see one of them; but it never oc
curred to me that they were not all of 
them there. I shouldn't wonder if the 
youngster had the right cine; but where 
in the world could they hide?" 

" I think they could easily hide in the 
upper part of the trees," said Harry. 
" I have looked at them in the daytime, 
and they are very thick," 

"But no boys, however smart," said 
Mr. Brooks, who didn't seem to like the 
possibility of such a commonplace end
ing to the mystery, "could make such 
dreadful sounds. They're not human!" 

" St) 1 thought, and so I told Harry," 
said Mr. Mills; " but you must hear his 

' btf, and'tSe crowd ran 
stood their 
la this way 

tat a. short time, 
each to be near enough to 
ily in which tree to look for 

tt* netees. 
foot of 

scat terror to the heart of—Lu 'jS£s 
The shout was, "We'vegot him!" 

and a calm, stern voice followed it up 
with— 

"Now, young man, .if you don't 
come down out of this tree in just one 
minute, I shall fire into it!" empha-

g.the remack -hy a ka«ek on the 

•4 t#4 it §1**11 o^er, but he 
tfaney facS>£ K dtap&' crowd, so 

he slunk into as small a place as possi-

A Jttmute went byt 'u4 then a shot 
wlilstlw up through thfe tree. There 
was a rustle, and a scramble, and a 
sliding, apd, in a moment, Lu Burns 
J (rojpjtfce JavestJimb, and an 

J^irn tanUed after him. 
hWMe# seized him by the arms, 

and hastened toward the other trees. 
Each party soon secured his prisoner, 
and the three hang-dog-looking boys 
were marched to the village and locked 
for the night in an extemporized jail. .. 

After a night of anxiety, they were 
ready enough to tell the story they had 
sullenly refused to tell when'caught, 
and Lu told it for all. 

"Iwas mad at Harry Norton," he 
began. "We only meant to scare his 
sister, bnt when we found how easy we 
could fool folks, we did it just for fun. 
We didn't mean any harm," he whined, 
seeing little sympathy with such fun 
on the faces of his listeners. 

On being questioned, he told how the 
ereaking old grindstone first suggested 
to him a way to frighten Molly Norton, 
who passed through the woods to 
school. With the help of the boys and 
some rope, he had succeeded in pulling 
it np into a tree, where a 'mass of old. 
crows' nests and branches concealed it 
from sight. There it was securely tied. 
A ram's horn was hidden in another 
tree, and an old lish-horn in another. 
Each night three of the boys repaired 
to their posts, while the fourth stayed 
in the crowd to avoid suspicion, and to 
lead people away from the trees. 

And this was all—the mean, low 
sport of four mischievous boys! 

While the indignant people were de
liberating what should be done with 
them, since there was no law exactly 
touching their case, Mr. Burns, their 
father, asked leave to speak. 

He said that he and his wife had long 
been tried with their boys, and the last 
night they had talked it over, and de
cided to pnt Louis on board a ship, 
where he would be made to obey ; and 
as Will was younger and more easily 
led, they proposed to put him in a Be. 
vere military school, in the hope of 
making a decent man of him some day-

The neighbors, who were sorry for 
Mr. and Mrs. Burns, readily gave the 
two boys up to him, and in a few days 
Lu sailed on a three-years' voyage, and 
Will began his school-life. 

The other two of the gang, who were 
only followers of the Burns boys, were 
severely reprimanded, and on their 
promise to behave themselves, were set- ~ 
free. They did not soon forget'the 
lessons of that day. The last I heard 
of them they were both respectable 
farmers. Will Burns ran away from 
school and enlisted as a common "sol
dier, and Lu never returned to the vil-
lagc. 

Dean's Hollow subsided into a com
mon piece of woods; but this truestorv 
is not forgotten, but is often told, by 
the winter tire, as a genuine ghost-
story.— Olive Thome, in Youth?s Qom-
Dtmton. • 

INCIDSN"#S A5D ACCWtEJTTS. 

performance on an old horn before you 
decide what boys can't do: though, to 
be sure, a horn isn't what you d call 
human. Harry, bring it out." 

Harry produced from a drawer a bat
tered tin-horn, and proceeded to draw 
from it some doleful sounds, which sur
prised the audience. 

"I declare," exclaimed Mr. Jones, 
" that actually does sound like it, if you 
allow for distance, and dark woods, and 
a frightened crowd!" 

" I believe we've all been a pack of 
fools," said Mr. Wilson, "and duped 
by a gang of rascals; but if we can 
catch them, it shall be their last prank 
in this town." 

"That's what Harry and I've been 
talkir.g about, and what I believe w® 
can do," said Mr. Mills. * 
" Well, out with the plaa," -said Mr, 

Brooks. 
" What do you think of this?" said 

Mr. Mills. "Harry found that the 
sounds came oijly front three places 
We thtiught that if two of us should 
quietly take each of these directions, 
only separate from the "crowd, without 
bein&apticed, ws might slipA Mar 
enough to tell, the host time theeouatb 
broke oat, exactly what spot they oanie 
from." 

"That's it! That's a 
cried Mr. Jones, violently 

and see if a paok of scamps like 
Burns ffuw em set tu> such a 

They started boldly, both trying to 

Bnt when they approached the little I when the crowd 
hcMge. the same horrible sound brake I tion, Mr. MiUs 

Molly positively j soffly nearer, 

stole out <rf' the store, 
way to the woods, 

in fall 
inghitfcei 

Taking their 
fomd thepeii-

—A Massachusetts soldier, who was 
severely wounded at the Battle of Fred
ericksburg, ahd who applied years ago 
for his back-pay and a pension, being 
reduced to starvation, lately stole some 
bread and milk to appease his hunger, 
was detected and sent to the State 
Farm for a year. A few days after
ward papers came, giving him a pen
sion and $1,400 back pay. 

—An Indiana deaf-mute returned 
home from Lafayette recently, in the 
night. His deaf-mute wife, not ex
pecting him to be back before the next 
day, was not on the look-out for him, 
and the poor fellow, after hammering 
with might and main at the door for 
ever so long, was at length forced to 
make the door-step his bed and remain 
out all night.—Louisville Courier-Jour
nal. 

—Seventy hours without food or drink 
was the recent experience or a tramp 
who stole a ride on a freight train from 
Hannibal, Mo., to Toledo, Ohio. He 
hid himself in a car of wheat, and when 
he tried to get out he found the door 
sealed. His last thought, as he became 
unconscious, was that he was to be 
dumped into the vast caverns of the 
Wabash elevators, which, indeed, would 
be a death as unique as that of Clarence 
who is popularly supposed to have been 
drowned in a Malmsey butt.—Exchange. 

—James Heffern wanted to go to 
Brazil with a party of workmen from 
Philadelphia. His wife implored him 
not to leave her, and his friends advised 
him to the same effect, but nothing 
could change his purpose. He went 
aboard the steamer, resisting the final 
appeals. A friend invited him to 
ashore and take a parting drink, 
assented, and was purposely detained 
in a bar-room until the vessel had 
sailed. He was very angry then, but 
he is glad now, because the steamer 
was the Metropolis, which was wrecked 
on the North Carolina Coast. 

—The most remarkable railway acci
dent on record happened n&t long ago 
on the Northwestern Road, between 
London and Liverpool. A gentleman 
and his wife were traveling in a com
partment alone, when, the train going 
at the rate of sixty miles an hour, an 
iron rail projecting from a car on a 
side-track cut into the carriage and 
took the head of the lady clear off, and 
rolled it into the husband's lap. He 
subsequently sued the company for 
damages, and created great surprise in 
court by giving his age at thirty-six 
years, although his hair was snow-
white. It had been turned from jet-
black by the horror of that event. 

—John Gumbinger, accompanied by 
a lady, registered at the Lindell House, 
in St. Louis, the other night. They ate 
supper, and were assigned to a room. 
About five o'clock the next afternoon 
the room was entered, and the bodies 
of the man and woman found lying on 
the bed; the woman had been shot in 
the left temple, and the man in the 
right. The pistol which had done the 
work was in the man's hand. The man 
was identified as John Gumbinger, 
aged twenty-seven, a bartender for 
Henry Leiter, a wealthy saloon-keeper 
and brewer. The woman was Maggie 
Leiter, aged nineteen, daughter of 
Gumbinger's employer. The father 
had forbidden marriage between the 
parties. 

HOME, FAJBK AlfD GARDES. 

—Turn a barrel over a pie-plant hill 
and pile fresh horse manure over and 
around the barrel, and in a month you 
can have fresh, crisp pie-plant 

"—Corn Muffins.—One quart wheat 
flour, two teaspoonfuls baking powder; 
add to it one cupful yslkrw meal; 
cream together one cupful butter, one 
cupful sugar; three eggs; add one pint 
milk; stir well; then add flour and 
meal; bake in muffin rings; hot oven. 

—Fremont Cake.-—Two cups of sugar, 
one cup of shortening, one-half lard and 
ope-half butter; three eggs, one tea-
spoonful of saleratus dissolved in one 
cup of sour milk, three cups rather full 
of sifted flour, one cup of chopped rai
sins, and nutmeg. 

—Fruit Cake.—One and one-half pints 
of milk, one cup of cream, two cups of 
sugar, one-half cup of butter, one-half 
pint of molasses, one and one-half cup 
of hop yeast; add flour to make a thick 
batter, and let rise all night. In the 
morning add one cup of butter, six cups 
of sugar, five eggs, one tablespoonful 
of soda, and seven pounds of raisins; 
fpife to taste; stir to a thick batter; put 
ihto tins and let rise again; bake as 
you would bread. „ 

—Veal Cake.—Cut slices of cold roast 
veal and boiled ham, very thin—there 
should be as many again slices of veal 
as of ham; cut three or four hard-boiled 
eggs into slices; chop a few sprigs of 
parsley fine; batter a mold, and put in 
alternate layers of veal, ham, eggs and 
parsley—seasoning each layer with 
pepper and salt; fill up with good stock, 
ana bake in a brisk oven about one-
half hour; when cold, turn out and gar
nish with parsley. This is nice for tea. 

—To Dye Scarlet.—One and one-half 
ounces of muriate of tin; one ounce of 
cochineal; one ounce of cream-of-tar-
tar. To one pound of cloth or yarn al
low three gallons of water; when 
blood-warm, add one ounce of cream-
of-tartar; increase the heat a little and 
add one teaspoonful of the pulverized 
cochineal and three-fourths of an 
ounce of muriate of tin; wet the goods 
in warm water; put into the dye and 
boil one hour, turning often; take out 
and rinse in cold water; then add the 
remaining: eochineal and tin liquid to 
three gallons of warm water; put in 
the goods and proceed as before. 

—Notwithstanding the general hard 
times and failure of the crops, there are 
farmers in the West who are making 
money. Said a wealthy farmer to the 
writer, a few days ago: " If our people 
don't go to work and do something, the 
German farmers are going to own this 
country." He is a man who works, 
and has made his money by working, 
and knows the truth of the assertion. 
Our own German neighbors are either 
out of debt or rapidly paying what they 
owe. They practice industry, frugality 
and economy. They sell the best they 
have, eat what they can't seH, and feed 
the rest to the pig's. They pay their 
notes when they are due. Their chil
dren are not found loafing in the vil
lages and around depots, but are at 
work or at school. Let us take a les
son from them, and hard times will be
gin to "let up."—Cor. Chicago Trib
une 

-Last week we traveled fifteen miles 
over rough roads, to see a friend on 
business. His wife informed us that as 
he had nothing to do, he had gone to 
town, and would not probably be back 
till dark. And yet when we went to 
his barn we found no hinges on his 
stable-door, no feed trough in his man
ger, no hay nearer than eighty rods 
ff , in a stack by the slough; the calves, 
colts and hogs in his young orchard, 
around his door and well. His corn-
crib had no roof, his front-gate was 
nailed up, pigs sleeping in the manure-
pile, chickens roosting on the harness 
in the stable, etc., etc. And jet he had 
nothing to do. In the house we found 
a smart wife, a sweet baby and every
thing neat, clean and tidy. Can it be 
possible for any animal to be more per
verse, careles and slovenly than man 
when he tries to be?—Iowa State Reg
ister. 

—The' farmers who "lifted" the 
mortgages from their land during the 
flush times caused by the War were the 
fortunate ones; while those who went 
into debt have generally failed. In 
view of the prosperity of the farming 
class during the past year,* it is well to 
remember this experience. A combi
nation of causes has produced fair 
prices, in conjunction with an immense 
crop. But the Rural World reminds 
the farmers that "the European War 
will not last always; that next year 
perhaps there will be a larger crop in 
Great Britain than has been produced 
in fifty years; that but a very small 
portion of our crops may be wanted 
abroad, and that in consequence the 
very lowest prices may prevail for all 
our farm crops." To be forewarned is 
to be forearmed. Farmers, therefore, 
who take in money for their crops this 

beds. The best plan is to cut all, when 
the beds are in strong bearing, until the 
beginning of June. The smaller sprouts 
need not appear at table as a vegetable 
to do discredit to the gardener; they 
should be reserved for soup or omelets-

Like the potato and the vine, the 
asparagus has its sworn foes. The 
chief enemy of growers is the aspara
gus beetle (Crocteris atparaqi), which 
is, however, fortunately, very inter
mittent and local. The larva state of 
the insect lasts only about »ten days, 
during which it selects the young shoots 
as its food, and then buries itself in the 
ground. They may be captured by 
passing the hand down the stalk. 

The French grow it in sunk trenches 
instead of in raised beds. The roots 
intended to produce the giant heads 
are planted very wide apart, and the 
plants are assiduously watered in the 
summer after the crop has ceased. This 
is the time of year when asparagus re
quires much nourishment, and this 
essential point is too frequently neg
lected. The plants are carefully 
stalked, to prevent the stems and 
branches being broken by the wind, 
and all decayed or delicate plants are 
carefully replaced by those of a strong 
and vigorous growth. The earth is 
every year cautiously removed to the 
roots, and rotten manure is spread over 
them before they are covered up again; 
but as a rule the Erench do not muck 
.so heavily as the English growers. The 
largest and earliest seeds are chosen to 
propagate from, and the roots are al
ways transplanted as yearlings and 
carefully preserved from the air dur-
-ing removal. . ,?h.e long, blanched 
stems, on which, the French growers 
pride themselves: so much, are pro
duced by a system of earthing, ahd the 
sprout is only allowed to push one inch 
above the accumulated soil before cut
ting. In the growth of the giant 
asparagus mucn attention is devoted 
to each individual sprout. An opaque 
tube is placed over the bud, and the 
shoot is then allowed to rise higher 
above the surface than is the case with 
the ordinary crop, as by the exclusion 
of air, and especially light, the much 
prized blanching is secured, whereas if 
clear glass tubes were used the shoot 
would he hastened forward, but would 
assume that greenness which the French 
think so undesirable.—N. Y. Herald. 

year had better pay their debts. Instead 
of incurring new debts, pay off the old 
ones. Get man independent condition. 
The farm will always make an indus
trious farmer a good living, Resolve 
to owe no man a cent. Pay as you go, 
and peace of mind that the debtor can
not enjoy will be yours.—Chicago Jour
nal. 

WoiM Tenth 

Lftikedfo* Utalpanof $25. The 
nanhsted toT&use, but yet foi 

utBe 

£ 

A hilarious sort of a man who dflis 
business on Griswold street entered the 
office of an acquaintance the other 
And ask " " " 
tieman 
himself to say: 

" I have the money; but if I let you 

be< VS&t 

.. " You let lite 
have file money, and if you get out ||f: 
provisions I'll take you toa gi 
store where they'll trust you for 

a thing I seldom do for any body, 
to the riak/W 

"But—but—" stanmupslJhe other. 
*'8°* a wSwoffcafrots W 

my b4flO»<oontinued''thfc <rttfer, " a*£ SBH65 
to the worst, I'll 

hanged if I don't give you the pile! I 
woaTt seejaman starve after he's done 

It was Hke jmffiagteeth; but he 
Dttrvit frt* Prc»>. • 

Asparagus Raising. 

- Some of the following hints, gathered 
from a variety of treatises, may prove 
interesting or useful: 

Good, choice seed should be selected 
in sowing, either for the purpose of ob
taining roots or for stocking a bed 
where it is sown. Seed stocking has 
the advantage that by this process 
there is no check through removal, and 
no chance of mutilating the roots. In 
stocking a bed with roots, crowns 
should be chosen of one year's growth,, 
or two years' at the outside, and care 
should be taken that they are not ex
posed too long to the air in transplant
ing. They should not be placed too 
close to one another, as is frequently 
the case. The roots should be planted 
when they have sprouted about one 
inch, and not before they are in a state 
of activity, as. in the latter case, they 
frequently rot from lying in the earth. 
The roots should not be planted too 
deep, as the increased effort to gain the 
surface is an additional tax on the 
strength of the plant and the tender 
heads become frayed. The longdruni-
sticks of French and English white as
paragus are not produced by planting 
the roots deep, but by earthing to the 
height of several inches wheh the 
sprouts are shooting. The system of 
manuring should be judicious and gen
erous. The application of alternate 
dressings of salt and manure is perhaps 
the best method to pursue. It is not 
necessary to apply a heavy coat of ma
nure before the winter, nor even to 
cover up the beds or fill in the alleys 
with leaves, as the asparagus is a hardy 
plant, but a good dressing should be 
given to the beds in the spring before 
the crop commences. Salt should be 
applied at the rate of two pounds to the 
square yard. Seaweed is an excellent 
manure for asparagus, and should be 
applied whenever obtainable. The al
leys should not be overplanfced with other 
vegetables, and only with those kinds 
whose roots do notextend deep beneath 
the surface. The plants should be 
carefully watered during the summer 
months, especially if the season bo dry, 
and the bed?' may wi& -advantage be 
covered with the short grass swept up 
from the lawn. It shonld be remem-
berad that lew plants are so easily 
damegfed % wind, and that the stools 
suffer Wheh tiie stalks are broken. No 
bed flttallejr than one rod, or 278 square, 
should be appropriated to the growth 
of asparagns, as that is the minimum 
extent of ground calculated to produce 
a fair-sixea 4Mb, all the heads of which 

.are cut the same day. finally, in cut-
•ting the shoots, an igptragus knife 
should always be used, lu B cut with 
[serrated edxe the woohd is 

the money.— I 

Tbk Internal Bsvsaue report shows 
overl.lOO retail »Mor de^whoseU 
spttttiotft Motors in Massachusetts. 

—j ——• —.—ofvij"--—~ TTuuuw k'ragged and 
If wont comes to the worst, I'll be does not blged'nesriy so much/whereas 

a olean woqnd leaves the sap vessels 
: J>pen. Care should betaken to pas»the 
Mfe closely down tl^ stem of the 
«qwoat, so |i not to tgue any heads 
which have Hot yet mafetheir appear-

"mnoe abovergtyund, anft'ffreat precau
tion is neewiiy to av$4*pricking the 
crown. Mneh misapprehension pre
vails as to teaming heads uncut in the 

Scotch I'Icids in Renewed FaTOr— 
Other Fashion Items. 

Scotch plaids have again appeared. 
Blue and green, with threads of dark 
red and old gold colors, are the hand
somest. Suits of this material are 
made in skirts without trains and long 
polonaises, and also in Princess dresses 
with the veston and apron taken in 
with the side seams. The trimming 
consists of ruchings bordereil with 
faille eordings in the bright color of the 
suit, and falling below the goods. One 
important rule to be observed in mak
ing these suits is to have as few scams 
as possible. A seam down the middle 
of the back and another under the arm 
are sufficient. As the checked goods 
now in use have larger checks than 
usual, they only malce dresses suited <o 
slender figures. Plaid stockings, which 
have up to the present time only been 
worn by children, are used with these 
suits, and the trimminsrs and sash are 
generally in the same colors, to prevent 
the effect from being too glaring. 

Cloth suits have become very popu
lar. They have the p'eculiar "tailleur" 
cut, which is something like the riding 
habit. They generally consist of a 
train skirt, plaited in the back. The 
front and side pieces are tight-fitting 
toward the top, while the lower part is 
raised in several draperies and fastened 
down in the middle under a faille bow. 
The waist is a half cuirass with " Di-
rectoire" revers and a postilion basque, 
cl oses down the front by means o 

tiny metal buttons. These same but
tons also trim the basque and the rath
er flat sleeves. The borders of the 
dress are generally finished with sev
eral rows of stitching. Cloth suits are 
also made in Princess shape and trim
med with cordelieres. If these suits 
have a square, low neck, and an 
aumoniere depending from the side 
they are very similar to the dress worn 
by Marguerite in " Faust." 

Narrow flounces are again coming 
into fashion. For Princess dresses they 
are only used to cover the supplement
ary train. These flounces are from two 
to three inches deep. They are gathered, 
and the lower part is pinked out or trim
med with " frange mousse" or lace. 
Either nine, eleven, fifteen, or twenty-
one of these flounces are placed upon 
the skirt. This full trimming forms a 
striking and effective contrast to the 
flat Princess back. The Princess must 
be, as it were, independent of the train, 
and the train may be of different ma
terial, such as faille or taffetas, the lat
ter being most suitable for narrow 
flounces. 

A striking contrast of color is ob
servable in some of the new toilets, as, 
for instance, in dresses of cardinal 
satin with polonaises of purple velvet 
with inserted satin puffings. This en
semble of warm colors is admirable. 
Handsome evening toilets can, how
ever, be made in the same style with 
more subdued tints, such as pale blue 
satin for the body of the dress, and a 
navy blue velvet polonaise with red 
pipings and sky-blue inserted puffings. 
Yellowish greens are still very fashion
able for evening wear. Lyons pompa
dour grenadines are the newest styles. 

A Parisian novelty in bracelets con
sists of gold and silver serpents, which 
are twisted as many as eleven times' 
around the arm. Serpent designs are 
very much used for all articles of jew
elry. Handsome pins are again in use 
to fasten coiffures and bonnets. 

The fashion of wearing ornamental 
caps is now established. It is rather 
difficult to describe what these coiffures 
consist of. Many shapes are resorted to, 
among others the Charlotte Corday and 
baby shapes. The Catalane is a gen
uine Italian style; its form is a long 
square surrounded by lace. It is fast
ened down to the front of the head by 
means of a gilded Japanese pin. The 
coiffure includes lace, ribbon, crape, 
flowers, beads and jewels. 

There arc two kinds of puffs. One 
is made of gauze, tulle or fulled lace, 
trimmed with a bouquet, a humming
bird, or any ornament in this style, and 
the other of flowers or feathers. The 
garland of flowers is a little out of fash 
ion, flowers arranged as sprays bein 
now preferred, as being more generally 
becoming. Coiffures for the evening 
are fastened down with pins, with dia
monds and different jewels. For very 
young ladies it is better not to cover the 
head. Elegant parures are made of 
diadems of velvet enriched with .pearls 
and diamonds. Combs are also made 
with pearls. A corresponding necklace 
is a great addition to the general effect 

A becoming puft' for brunettes is of 
yellow roses, moss and small red seeds. 
All these things fyrm a trimming placed 
upon a very small round piece of white 
lace. This lace is worked with moss-
green and clair ue luge beads. The 
back part is formed of a shell-shaped 
trimming of the same kind of lace, with 
green ribbon moss and red seeds.. 
^A wreath of tea roses has the flowers 

Religious Beading. 

FROST-BOUND. 

Mloe uid snow, pnuae ye the Lovi." 
Ob Berth, poor Earth, locked last andfeooad 

In chunft •€ ice •nd drifted nums— 
How shall defivaiM be found r 

For thee? What strong h»nd shall 
Thy fetters, letting loom toe sound 
Of lunching waters; from the ground 

Calling the violet and the rose ? 

How peacefully, how quietly 
Thou waitest wndaunled, undisma)M)U 

Is then some secret hidden from me-j 
Some message in the storm and shnii , 

Which tells or recompense to be "i 
For such brave souls as bide like thee : j. • • 

The Lord's good leisure, unafraid 

voiceless every on 
* forth on rapid i 

Trust the Eternal Love, nor etude 
Though still thy Summer should del*. 

* % 

SaBdaj-Sehool Lessons. 

FIRST QUARTER, 1878. 
Mch. lfr—Hei'kiah'n Good Keicn. 2 ChrogJt; 

2 Chron.32: 9-2L 
Mch. 17.—Hezekiah and 

Assyrians 
Mch. 24.—Manameh Brought to 

Repentance 2Chron.£3: 9-16. 
Mch. 31.—Review of the Lessons for the Quartet* 

The Tyraany of Pnblie Opinion. 

"Who is Mrs. Grundy?" asked a 
lady of a friend. Generally well-in-
formed, she had somehow missed this 
itegi of knowledge, and her friend said 
in reply, " Why, you know Mrs. Gran 
dy very well; everybody is a slave to 
her dictates." Her other name if 
" folks." She is an uncrowned despot, 
and makes us all her subjects, and it 
really seems as if we who boast so 
much of our freedom bow down to her 
authority with the most profound 
obeisance. " What will folks say ?'' is 
a question that strikes terror to the 
heart of the stoutest, and Mrs. Grundy 
reigns supreme. 

lor the reason that on the ladies of 
society, rather than on the lords, de 
volve the courtesies and duties of social 
life, feminine obsequiousness to what 
" folks will say," is most marked. It 
is almost beyond belief what inconve 
nience and bondage ladies undergo to 
keep in the fashion and "in the good 
graces of Mrs. Grundy. The wear and 
tear of health and nerves which many 
women endure patiently for the sake of 
obedience to her mandates, is an awful 
waste of the faculties of soul and body 

Mrs. A. racks her brains, and ex 
hausts her physical energies in en 
deavors to make both ends meet in a 
manner satisfactory to Mrs. Grundy 
Her daughter who goes to a fashionable 
school, must have as many putt's, plait-
ings and bows as the heiress of a half-a-
million, because, wnat will folks say if 
Alice does not keep up in style? 

Nor is Alfred any more independent 
than Alice. He dares not wear a last 
year's coat or a hat not in the mode 
even if his tailor must wait long for 
his pay, and his hatter be served like
wise. He has not the courage to re
fuse the glass of wine offered at a din-
ner-party, though he knows that wine 
is a mocker; neither does he decline 
the cigar presented by a friend, lest 
it be intimated that he is afraid to 
smoke. 

Both Alice and Alfred find it impos 
sible to act out their highest and no
blest convictions, for fear of what 
folks will say. They have been brought 
up by Christian parents, but perhaps 
would listen to a sneer on religion 
without a word or look of rebuke for 
fear they might be considered pious; for 
true courage in everyday life is rarer 
than bravery on the battle-field. 

Manly and womanly independence of 
what folks may say need not be disa 
greeable singularity, or disregard of 
good manners and the usages of soeie 
ty. There is a polite, but decided, way 
of saying no—and there is a justifiable 
conformity in non-essentials. There is 
also a wholesome and invigorating de
cision of character, which places social, 
moral and religious questions above 
the opinion of the world, and far be
yond the transitory approbation of this 
mysterious, but powerful, sovereign.— 
The Watchman. 

larger in front than on the sides; they 
are mingled with bronze-colored plush 
and satin loops. In front of the coif
fure, falling over the hair, is a fringe 
of yellowish leaves. Down the back are 
long ends. 

A lace mantle for the head for even
ing wear is made of white Spanish lace 
mounUtd upon a stiff tulle form. The 
lace falls flat over the front of the head, 
and is taken baok on the side under a 
bunch of roses. One of the pointed 
ends form a scarf, fastened unaer the 
chin with another bunch of roses. The 
other point falls over the shonlders. 
Two gilded pins, joined by a chain, 
fasten the coiffure down in the middle 
of the head. On top, in the back, is a 
ribbon bow with longends. The Span
ish laee covers the back of the head and 
neek.—K. Y. Times. 

—A sick man in Newport, R. I., in a 
Sudden outburst of gratitude, told his 
female nurse that he would marry her 
if she would send for a minister. She 
sent forthwith, *but before the clergy
man got there the sick man had 
changed his mind and was very obsti
nate. 

tiolden Hair at the Chancel. 

A friend living in Philadelphia has 
a sweet, golden-naired little daughter, 
aged three years, who is devoted to her 
father, and endeavors, after her baby 
fashion, to govern her actions by his 
own. This nabit causes much amuse
ment in the family, though the little 
one seems quite unconscious that she is 
the cause of it all. 

Not long ago the child attended Di
vine service, for the first time, with her 
father, and sat quietly and gravely in 
the pew till the close of the sermon. It 
chanced to be Communion Sunday, and 
Mr. , being a communicant, went 
with others toward the chancel, uncon
scious that his little daughter was fol
lowing him. As he knelt and bowed 
his head, the baby of three years beside 
him also knelt and bowed her sweet 
face upon her tiny hands. Those who 
saw the touching sight were affected al 
most to tears, and nobody attempted to 
remove the small communicant. Not 
until my friend rose to return to his 
seat did he discover the child, who also 
arose, and. slipping her little hand in 
his, walked gravely toward the pew. 
The clergyman, speaking of it after
ward, saia it was, in his opihion, the 
most beautiful sight he had ever seen. 
—Editor's Drawer, in Harper's Maga
zine for March. 

Parents and the Sabbath.School. 

The Sunday-School begins to be 
weakened and lose force as an agency 
for good, just at the point when it is 
unwisely allowed to diminish parental 
responsibility for this form of religious 
training of the children of the house
hold. In how many Christian homes 
does this responsibility end with the 
exacting and half-petulant inquiry, 
made regularly enough to the child at 
the last moment, each week, " Have 
you got your Sunday-School lesson?" 
thus reducing the precious and golden 
opportunity afforded by these lessons 
to a level with day-school tasks. The 
opportunity is precious, because the 
parent who may be the least imagina
tive and most engrossed in the cares of 
the world, if religion reign in heart and 
life, has the occasion given in the Sun-
day-School lesson to sit down with the 
child, and, in a mutual purpose of 
learning a story that is never old, gain
ing access to the inner life of your boy 
or girl. If they see you prize what is 
gained from the Sunday-School lesson, 
how mnch more meaning it has for 
them ? An injunction becomes an in
vitation. The "go" is changed to 
" come." Far too many Christian pa
rents, it is to be feared, allow Sabbath 
after Sabbath to pass without the least 
concern or direct interest being mani
fested by them in the Sunday-School. 
It would be unwise, as parental neg
lect, if this course were pursued toward 
the studies and instruction of the young 
learner in the branches of week-day 
study. But how much worse the neg
lect when it reaches and affects the 
soul interests of the young. Home in
fluence extended to Sabbath instruction 
has a double value. It helps con
scientiousness in pious parents, when 
by word and by example they not only 

point to Heaven," but "lead the 
way." The Sunday-School, among the 
featnres of its Divine mission, has 
never suggested its own substitution 
for the home influence and household 
teachings of the pious parent It is a 
loss to parent and chila when this lapse 
is allowed. How it chills the home-

of Sunday-School work, making 
dry and arid a part of the field where 
these plants are being nurtured for His 
service below and for the Kingdom 
above. Study the Sabbath-School les
son with your children. Take your 
heart and your prayers into the work, 
and Heaven wul bless the Sabbath-
School to your home.—Christian Union. 

Am Alaska Bomaaee. 

AfiwrHing to the Cleveland (Ohio) 
Leader, the following story from the 
Portland (Me.) Transcript has the ad
vantage of being founded on fact: 

" A young man who was in Alaska 
some four years ago fell in love with 
the only young lady on the island, a 
girl of fifteen, who was possessed of ex
traordinary beauty, and whose hair fell 
below her knees. But he was unable 
to communicate the ' old, old story' to 
her, for she did not understand a word 
of English, nor did he speak Russian. 
In his dilemma the arrival of the priest 
on his once-in-two-years' visit was a 
godsend. And to him made known his 
love. The priest, knowing the young 
man to be possessed of a high character 
ahd a fair fortune, thought it was a 
lucky chance for the young lady to es
cape from a life of such isolation, and 
he willingly persuaded the girl's mother 
(her father was dead) to consent to the 
match. But the young lady herself was 
hard to be persuaded. She argued that 
she had never spoken to the young man 
who expressed such a desire to be her 
husband, and had only seen him twice, 
and he had been on the island only 
forty-eight days; but her objections 
were over-ruled, and the marriage took 
place. After living in Alaska for sev
eral months, the young man brought 
his bride to his home in Cleveland, 
Ohio. She was astonished at the 
fashions she saw, and declared that 
nothing would induce her to wear her 
hair otherwise than flowing—as she 
had always worn it. But before twenty-
four hours had passed her mother-iii-
law had persuaded her to try the effect 
of braids around her broad and shapely 
head; and now she dresses as much in 
the fashions as any lady in Cleveland. 
Last year her husband went to Alaska 
again and brought home the young sis 
ter, who is eleven years of age, and 
promises to be as beautiful as the elder. 
The mother, bereft of both her children, 
still clings to her home on one of the 
islands of Alaska." 

In the event ot war between England 
and Russia our own country will show 
sympathy with neither, but stand aside 
and sell things for cash to both. 

Dh. Pierce's Golden Medical Discovert 
will cure n cough In one-half the time neces
sary to curc it with any other mcdicine; and 
it docs it, not by (Irvine it up, but by remov
ing the eause, subduing the irritation and 
healing the affected parts. Sold by druggists. 

No Time to be Lost.—In the incipient 
staces of Consumption, the tirst symptoms are 
generally a hacking eough, pains in the chest, 
difficulty of breathing, or oppression of the 
lungs. "Something should be done at once to 
cheek the cough, allay and heal the irritated 
parts. Allen's Lung Balsam will break up the 
cough in an incredibly short time, also prevent 
the formation of tubercles. Where turbercles 
are once formed, the disease is hard to eure. 
For sale by all Medicine Dealers. 

Fal«c Economy* 
Is it true economy to use cheap, adulterated 

baking powder, which is highly injurious to 
health, merely bccimse it is cheap? Common 
sense and experience say no! Dooley's Yeast 
PowrtKii, which lias been well known foi 
twenty years as an absolutely pure, whole
some, and, in every respect, reliable article, is 
within the reach of ail those who practice true 
economy in this respect.. 

Klienmatlftm Qulekly Cored. 
"Durang's Rheumatic Hemedy," the great In

terval Medicine, will positively cure any case of 
rheumatism on the face of the earth. Price 61 a 
bottle. Sold by all Druggists. Send for circulat 
to Helphenstine it lientley, Washington, 1". CL 

ItlotliTA, .Mothers, flotIirr», 
.Oon't t'aif to procure Mk*. Winklow's Sooth

ing Strup for all diseases of leething in chil
dren. It relieves the child from pain, cures wind 
colic, regulates the ImjwcIr. and, by giving relief 
and health to the child, cives rest to the mother. 

Paktitt'LARS regarding Electric Belts free. 
Address Pulvermaeher Galvanic Co., Cincin.,(>. 

NATURES REMEDY. 

VEGETINE 
The Great fficoo Puritier 

GOOD FOR THE CHILDRM. 

H. R. Stevkns : 
Dtar Sir—We feel that tlie children !n our Home havfc 

been greatly benefited by the VEfiKTINE you have so 
kindly given us from time to time, especially those trou-

Tegetftiie Is Sold by All Drugfflata. 
ASK the recowi ta 

dyspeptics, bilious suffer
ers, victims of fever and 
ague, the mercurial dis
eased patient, how they 
recovered health, cheer
ful spirits and soodappe-
tlte; they will tell yooby 
taking SIMMONS' LlTO 
REGULATOR. 

The Gkfapeot, Parent and Beat Family 
Medicine In tbe World! 

mineral substance, but Is 
PURELY VEGETABLE, 

»ts and llrrbs, which I 
prevail. It will c DiaeMM 

Iver and nngement of the Liver 

Tho STMPTOM8 of Liver Complaint are a bitter or bad 
taste in the mouth; Pain In the Back, Sides or Joints, 
Often mistaken for Rheumatism ; Novr fttomach: 
Loss of Appetite ; Bowels (alternately costive and lax : 
Headache ; Loes of Memory, with a painful sensation of having failed to do something which oujfht to have been done; Debility. Low »i»lrit«, a thick, yellow ap
pearance ot the Skin and Eyes, a dry Congh, often 
taken tor Consump*' -

Sometimes many of theso symptoms attend the disease 
at others very few • but the Livkr. the largest oriran in 
the body, is uenrrally the seat of Die disease, and if aot 
Regulated in time, great Buffeting, wretchedness and 
DEATH will ensue. 

I can recommend as an efficacious remedy for disease 
of the Liver, Heartburn and Dyspepsia, Simmons' Liver 
Be«ulator. Lewis G. Wundeb, l«25 Master Strbrt, 

Assistant Postmaster, Philadelphia. 
H We have tested its virtues, personally, and know for IijRj'Pi sIa, I'lllousncsa and '1 hrobblrig lleada< 

Is the iK'St medicine the world ever saw. We have 
'that 
Med forty other remedies before Simmons' Liver ""tnilntur bat nonp nr thom <"v.. us more than temporary relief] 

only relieved, but cured tts."—Kn. 
ot them a 

but the Regulator r. uullll Tklmblaph and Messenger. Macon, Ga. 
MANUFACTURED OITLT BY 
J. H. ZEILIN &, CO., 

PHILADELPHIA, FA. 
&rtmm 01.9O. sola by n] Druggist*. 

f 

Of Nine Tears' Standing, 

Cured by the Syrup, 

I have been, for the last nine yean, 
a great sufferer from Bronchitis 
Asthma, at times so ill that for weeks 
1 could neither lie down or take any 
nourishment of consequence, and during the time suffered intensely. Mndinjf no relief 

ail the medicine* I had taken, I concluded to tir 
pound Syrup of Hyn>ph<*phlt«j. l have. In 

uowl Ieel « strung and well as ever I felt in my life, and for the last year have 
had one moment's sickness, and neither does damo-b ot draught have the least effect 

MUS. HIP WELL. 

F E L L O W S '  

Compound Syrup of Hypophosphites 
Is prescribed by the first physicians in every city and 

lt "as ,HH>n '"traced, and It Is a thorough. ly orthodox preparation. 

wnaors ODHPOOID or 
PURE COD LIVES I 

OIL AHD LIKE. 

FREE HOMES.  

Tie Great Limestone 

Belt of Kan. 

The Attractive Region of 
the West. 

St MAJOR H. INMAR 

y "Great Central Plains" are a geograph
ical feature of the State of Kaniuw. Covered 
with a remarkably nutritious vegetation, for 
centuries thev were an immense pasturage for 
countless herds of buffalo, antelope and other 
ruminating animals, whose habitat was the 
far-stretching green prairies that to-day form 
one of the most beautiful agricultural portions 
of the Mississippi Valle}-. Less than ten years 
ago this region was believed, by the mass of 
the people in the East, to be an unprofitable 
desert, but it Is now the acknowledged garden 
of the Continent. This truly manificent coun
try can claim the most luxuriant soil of all the 
"Great West," and a climate that approaches 
perfection, at least. Dr. B. E. Fryer, one of 
the most eminent surgeons in the Army, and 
who was stationed for years at Fort Harker, 
four miles from the Town of Ellsworth, de
clared this to be "the most perfect climate in 
the world." The whole country is traversed 
by a series of constant streams, sweet and 
wholesome springs and spring-fed pools. De
licious water is also always obtained in wells, 
bv digging, at easily-accessible depths. It is 
already conceded ihat the L nited States is rap
idly becoming the grunttry of the world, par-
ticularlv in tne production of wheat. Kansas, 
an Emp'ire in itself, is taking tlic lead in the 
culture of this eeroal, and in a short time will 
be acknowledged queen of ail the States 'nthe 
production of this irrcat staple. The State, 
especially her jwculiurly-wcuuierful fertile cen
tral area, comprised in what is now known as 
the "limestone belt," under the test of only a 
few years, has proved to the world the im
mense average its soil if capable of. Each 
year increases the limit of the wheat-belt, as 
the frontier is pushed toward the mountains, 
within which are found the greatest possibili
ties, agriculturally. 

It is a remarkable fact that nearly all the 
lands of the Kansas Pacific Railway are in
cluded in the limestone region under consider
ation, and that south of fehis limit, in that di
rection, it ceases altogether, ard the country 
presents another geological formation, the soil 
of which is very sandy, and which, though at 
present, from j'ulhirtx of it* vrr;/ primiiii'otexx, 
is capable of producing irood crops in seasons 
of abundant rainfall, lacks the inherent quali
ties of self-fertilization, and mart rnpldhj dete
riorate. In this particular the Smoky Hill Val
ley is immensely superior to the arenacious 
lands of the region south, which is drained bv 
the Arkansas and tributary streams. It is well 
known by every farmer that lime, in some of 
its combinations, constitutes the essential in
gredient in all the more valuable grains and 
grasses. Its presence in the soil is consequent
ly to be considered as a condition of fertility. 
ft also acts as a constitutional atncliorant, of 
much power, and, when mixed with or under
lying tough or viscid clay, it renders them fri
able and consequently mure susceptible to the 
action of atniosphet'ie forces. Soil in which 
there is a due admixture of calcareous matter, 
is not so liable to be injured or rendered plas
tic by an excess of moisture while under crop. 
The quality of the wheat raised in this great 
"limestone belt" is conceded, in all markets, 
to be the finest grade known. It produces the 
familiar brands of so-called Southern flour, 
for which St. Louis is justly celebrated. This 
is easily accounted for, from the fact that the 
soil in which the w heat is grown possesses a 
due admixture of calcareous matter, which 
has a tendency to make the hull of the grain 
much thinner, and the farina itself in much 
greater quantity, and in richer quality, than in 
grain grown on the lands which exhibit a de
ficiency of this earth. All our millers will tes
tify to the peculiar flour-making properties of 
our wheat, in this essential, surpassing that 
raised in other sec!ions, and it is attributed 
entirely to the fact—which the analysis of the 
soil confirms—that this so-called limestone 
belt" possesses all the requisites of the best 
wheat land in the world. Sand, it is well 
known, is injurious when it enters too largely 
into the composition of cultivated soils; in 
other words, it is useless beyond a certain pro
portion. That the u limestone belt." or ''won
derful wheat region of Central Kansas," as It 
is sometimes called, has the amount of silex 
or silica—the basis of sand—fixed in the proper 
proportion, is evident, fromthe fact that it re
quires peculiar conditions to "lodge" the 
grain in the fleld, even after the most terrific 
showers. Considering the question of the rel
ative fertility, particularly in its connection ; 
with wheat culture, present richness of soil 
and endurance mutt enter as essential ele
ments of success, and the capacity of the self-
fertilization of the land, an ingredient not to 
be overlooked. The latter quality a Ihn'st&ne 
reffiou alone can possess, as only a limited 
knowledge of agricultural chemistry clearly 
demonstrates. Viewing the subject'of wheat 
culture, then, in all its aspects, so far as Kan
sas is concerned, au inspection of the Smoky 
Hill Valley, and the arenaceous region south, 
coupled with a fair idea of what the culture of 
wheat requires, the conclusion can lead only 
in one direction—to the infinitely superior ad
vantage of the 44 limestone belt." 

Prospectively, from'purely physical causes, 
this great inland region must reach the posi-

one of the richest agricultural portions 
of the United States. Only a very few years 
ago—not a decade—husbandry here was pure
ly tenativc. From absolutely no dew, ol™ht 
years ago, this region is as favored in that 
particular as any that can be named. From 
lying outside of the " rain belt," so termed 
this region has had to be "taken in " The 
quantity of water in the streams has aug
mented springs have burst forth where none 
existed before-in short, just the converse of 
that meteorological phenomenon has been 
ev-oived Here, under the march of civilization, 
w hich takes in a heavily-timbered eountrv un
der the same social conditions. 

The following statistics of the rainfall dear-
me'nt 'Ve the accurilcy ot the foregoing state-

The Fall of I tain and Melted Snow, in inches, at 
Forts Hays, Lamed and Dodge, for the last five 
years, as shown by the Daily Meteorological 
Becords kept by the United States Government 
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