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General Kewi Summary. 

THK bill to repeal the Bankrupt law 
ml bid before the Semite, on the 90th alt., with 
a# amendments ajrreetf to b; the Hooae, and eon-
Bdmible opponition w*» developed to the unocm-

•Sval Ap»rmri*tioa.biU m 
Sred ra^VeralbilU ww ... 
inittect and pl»ced on tin caundsr. ...In tbt 
§ot»e, the Widatire.ApliMttiattoci bill wm 
farther considered in Committee o£ the Whole, 
and an amendment was rej©eted~71 to 9G-reor-
aaizmg the mint At New Orleans, nod appropri
ating $186,000 for its maintenance. 

IK the Senate, on the 1st, discussion 
IM» had on the resolution submitted by Mr. 

declaring that nay radical change in the 
miff at this time would be inopportune. Toe 
bill to repeal th.j Bankrupt law was then taken 
•n and the House amendment providing that the 
n«eal of the law should not affect penal actions 
or criminal proceeding* arising undo: it prior to 
lepesi* **&* amended so as to provide that the re

al should nut affect the rights and proceedings 
, . dependent upon tbe 

rupt.Jaw, including,au rights, of debtors and 
growiotr out 
rupt law. ii _ .. __ 
creditors, and all rights of and suits by and against 
mmistxee* under any or all of said acts m any ease 
heretofore or now pcnding;and pronding,f nrtber, 
that the repeal should tike effect Jan. 1,18W. A 
motion was then a'Twd to—37 to 16--referring 
tbe bill as amended to the Judiciary Committee 
to hare the saving clause perfected.... A number 
of Semite lulls were lci^nvd in the House. Bills 
were introduced providing for the exchange of 
fractional silvei coin for United States notes; 
limiting the rates for the transportation of 
Ireight and p:»^enp»is over the Pacific Hail road 
bridge ;it OmahA. The Ijecislative Appropriation 
bill was again taken up in Committee of the 
Whole, and several amendments were disposed of. 

IN the Senate, on the 2d, Mr. Thur-
m*n. from the Judiciary Committee, reported 
back the bill to repeal the Bankrupt law, with 
an amendment perfecting the clause in regard to 
the rights not to be affected by the repeal of the 
law. And retaining the amendment providing 
that the repeal shall take effect Jan. 1,1879. The 
genatc bill to provide additional regula
tions for hotneatvad and pre-emption en
tries on public lands was reported, with 
amendments, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, l'he House bill to repeal the Specie-
Reftumption act wa< called up, and Messrs. Ferry 
and V#H»rhees spoke in its favor. Adjourned to 
the 6th. . In tho House, several hills were re-
ported from cominUtccs, among which were the 
following: it-organuin;? the Lire-Sri vinz Servioe; 
to regulate inter-^tate commerce ana prohibit 
unjust discrimination by common carriers. 8cv-
eral proposal amendment* to the Legislative Ap
propriation bill were disposed of in Committee of 
the Whole. 

SENATE not in session on the 3d 
A bill was introduced and referred in the Honse 
to encourage shipping. The legislative Appro
priation bill was further amended in Committee 
of the Whole and reported to the House, but no 
farther action was taken thereon. Among the 
amendments agreed to in committcc were thoso 
increasing the compensation of different officers 
of the Agricultural Department to the amount 
allowed by law. 

SENATE not in session on the 4th. 
— In the House, bills were reported from the 
Committee on Coinage, and recommitted, to re
tire the five and three-cent silver pieces and to 
stop their further coinage, and providing that 
fractional or subsidiary silver coin shall be a 
legal tender to the extent of twenty dollars, and 
shall be exchangeable at the Treasury for other 
legal-tender money when presented in sums of 
twenty dollar* or over. Several amendments to 
the Legislative Appropriation bill were adopted, 
among them being one requiring agricultural 
seeds to-be distributed proportionately among 
the Congressional Districts, and one appropriat
ing for the re-establishment of the New 

passed 
s Mint. The bill, as amended, i toen 

A PETITION was presented in the ben-
ate, on the 6th, signed by a large number of per
sons. praying that Qen. John C. Fremont be in
cluded in the bill to place Gen. Jamea Shields on 
the retired list of the armv. Mr. Gordon spoke 
in favor of the repeal of the Resumption art. 
The House bill making appropriations for the 
payment of invalid and other pensions of the 
United States for the year ending June 30.1871), 
was called up, and several amendments were 
agreed to — Bills were introduced in the Honse 
—declaring that all proiiositions to change or 
modify the Tariff law are injurious and drti-
mental to the tumoral welfare of the peopl*; 
giving to all religion* denominations e<|iial right* 
and privilege^ on the Indian reservations: for 
the appointment of a commission t» h« calle I 
the Farmers' and Stoek-Breede:*' (.Com
mission, and to concist of a veterinary 
surgeon and two practictl ?to k-breeder», 
at an annual salary of $'2,500 each, to 
have charge of the investigation of the con
tagious diseases of farm *to.k, their causes, 
means of prevention, cur?, etc., and to report 
from time t-> time measures to pre vent the im
portation of such diseases from abroad, and the 
spread of the r»-nt*igioii; to indemnify Illinois 
and other State* in regard to swa np hmds; to 
enable soldier* of th? 1 «tc war to preempt lands 
tothe extent oT 1U<> aetes. Amotion to suspend 
the rules and pa?»s the bill reducing the tax on 
muff and tobacco to »ixtceu cents per pound, on 
cigare to five dollnra j»cr thousand, etc., w:ts l«a' 
—yeas, 120; nays, U5 -not two-thirds in th? af
firmative. 

DOnB9TI& 
THE Secretary of the United States 

Treasury, on the &»th ult., issued a call for 
$5,000,000 of live-twenties, consols of 1805, in
terest to ccatie ou the 30th of July next. 

ALL Assistant Treasurers through
out the United States have been authorized to 
exchange silver dollar* for green backs. 

THE steamer Cimbria, having on 
board a forcc of 000 Russians eailors nnd Ihir-1 
ty Russian naval officers, put into Southwest 
Harbor, Me., a few days a^o, and up to the 
morning of the 1st remained with slcam up 
apparently awaiting instructions from the 
Russian Government. Her missiou to the 
American coast had not transpired. 

THE public-debt statement, as pub
lished ou the 1st, indicates the following: 
Total debt, including interest of ?3.^,747,253. 
$3,232,223,026. Cash in Treasury, $l!tt,515,8TB. 
Debt, less cash in Treasury, $2,0.'3ti,707,050. 
Decrease during April, #3,015,804. Decrease 
since June 30, 1877, #23,150,574. 

A WASHINGTON dispatch of the 1st 
announces that silver-coin certificates of the 
denomination of ten and twenty dollars had 
beer prepared. Certificates for larger amounts 
would be printed by the middle of the month. 

ON the morning of the 1st, while 
opposite Memphis, Tenn., the tow-boat Warn
er, with six barges in tow, exploded her boil
ers. Three persons were instantly killed and 
about a dozen more or less seriously Injured. 

ADVICES were received at Gen. Sher
idan's headquarters in Chicago, on the 1st, to 
the effect that Sitting Bull had sent a messen
ger to Gen. Miles, commanding the District of 
the Yellowstone, making overtures for peace 
It was also reported that the Nez Perces, at 
present with Sitting Bull, were preparing to 
craia the border with a view to surrender. 

~ Tin officers of the Gilbert Elevated 
Railroad, in New York City, made an official 
trial trip, on the 2d, running a train of three 
jars, carrying 150 passengers, from Trinity 
ChwCh to Central Park, a distance of Ave 
miles, and including all curves, in eleven min
utes. 

THE number of lives lost by the Min 
neapolis disaster was believed, on the 3d, to 
be sixteen. The remains of seven bodies had 
been recovered, and only three of them were 
Identified. The great Washburn Mill was 
literallv blown to pieces, and five other mi'ls 
were also a mass of ruins. A large amount :>f 
lumber, a planing mill, an elevator and 30,000 
bushels of wheat, twenty-seven railroad cars, 
and several small machine shops and other 
buildings were also destroyed. The money 
loss is placed at $1,000,000, with about $550,-
000 insurance. 

THE large woolen mills at South Chi
cago were destroyed by fire on the night of 
the 4th. Loss, about $150,0110, and 150 person* 
were thrown out of employment. 

THE Secretary of the Treasury, on 
the 0th, issued a call for $3,000,000 coapon 
and $2,003,000 registered 5-30 bonds, on ac
count of subscription to the 4-per-cent. loan. 

THE National House Committee on 
Education and Labor agreed, on the 6th, 
upon a bill making it a misdemeanor for the 
Master of a vessel to take more than fifteen 
Chinese passengers, male or female, to the 
llii Ud States after Jan. 1,1879. 

A QUANTITY of well-executed coun
terfeit trade dollars have lately been captured 
in Cincinnati. They are t ompoeed of block 
tin, bismuth and pulverized glass. They are 
pretty nearly the standard weight, and have 
the color and ring of the real dollars. B 
only means of lU'Lecting them from the gwi 
tee Is by weighing them, or biting them wj| 
the teeth, when the glass, Of which they are 
composed, gives forth a crackling aonsd. 

PEBMHIAI. ABB POUTICM. 
JOHN lloBMKir, ex-Member of 

CongreM, and member of tbc Mow Tork Bute 
flwate, died at Sara toga Bprtsge ontheewu-
tag of the 1st, aged forty-aereB jaar*. 

Tag United StatM Sonata, to Execo-
tivtieMiow on m 
Mtion «f Ow.L.Mtl> a* 

"•'Km* 

IT was stated, oa th« 
«>• tat* Mh> Ms 

-T 
m 

friends and advisers, 
of the deceased would 
$30,000, if that much, and that the — 
would not be able to settle up the debt* against 

THK next Illinois Republican State 
Convention Is to be held at Springfield, on the 
38th of June. 

IV* S. O'BHIKK, .ONE of THE Bounxa 
firm of Flood* ft CBriea, of 8aa Fnodico, 
died at San Rafael, Cal., on the afternoon of 
the 2d, after a lingering illneaa of several 
months. Bis estate la estimated at from lis.. 
000,000 to <20,000,000. 

THE funeral of John Morrissey took 
place at Troy, N. Y., on the 4th, and was at
tended by an immense concourse of people. 
The entire State Senate and several Assembly
men were present. 

GEN. JOHN M. BINCKLEY, formerly 
Assistant Attorney-General of the United 
States, committed suicide near Milwaukee, bv 
drowning himself in the lake, on the night of 
the 4th. He had previously made three at
tempts to poison himself. Poverty, trouble 
and want of adequate employment, added to a 
despondent dispooition, were the probable 
causes. 

THE President, on the 6th, nomi
nated ex-Gov. Packard, of Louisiana, to be 
Consul at Liverpool, Eng.. and ex-Gov. 
Lucius Fairchild, of Wisconsin, to be Consul-
General at Paris, France. 

TOHKlOlt. 
ACCORDING to a Constantinople tele

gram of the 1st, the efforts of Gen. Todleben 
to secure the simultaneous withdrawal of the 
British fleet and the Kussian troops had failed. 

THE Paris Exposition was formally 
opened by the President, Marshal MacMahon, 
on the 1st, in the presence of a vaat multitude. 
The Exposition was hy no means complete, 
but it was thought a few days' labor would 
tjriug order out of the existing chaos. The 
American department is said to be especially 
pood, and to attract great attention. 

A ST. PETERSBURG telegram of the 
2d says the principle of a direct exchange of 
views between London and the former city, 
on questions interesting England, had been 
agreed upon. It was stated at Vienna, on the 
same day, that the negotiations would be 
based upon larger concessions than had been 
previously acceded to by Russia. 

MINISTER SEWARD has recently tele
graphed to the Department of State, in Wash
ington, that the famine in the Northern Prov
inces of China will continue six months long-

Funds for the relief of sufferers,' If trans
mitted by telegraph, can be disbursed by the 
Foreign Committee, or by the Commission 
appointed at Pekin. A correspondent of the 
New York Evening 7\W, writing from To-
kio, under da'.e of April 5, sends the follow
ing : "Tbe famine in the North of China rages 
with Increasing severity, and the most dread 
ful reports come from the afflicted regions. 
Inone town a man opened a shop for the sale 
of human flesh, and did a good business in 
cannibalistic joints and roasts till the local 
Mandarin caused the shopkeeper to be arrest
ed and beheaded." 

ACCORDING to a Berlin dispatch of the 
3d, the Czar had himself conducted the cor
respondence in regard to the Eastern ques
tion during the illness of Prince Gortschakofl. 

THE Austrian Government has issued 
orders for the concentration of an army of 
25,000 men on the Bosnian frontier. 

A BEKLIN dispatch of the 5th says 
Prince Bismarck had announced that Gcrmauy 
would observe strict neutrality in case of war 
between llussia and Great Britain. 

THE British Government has ordered 
a million pounds' weight of lint and other ap
pliances for wounded soldiers. 

AN Alexandria (Egypt) dispatch of 
tbe 5th say*? preparations were making to dis
embark Indian soldiers at Port Said and Suez. 

THE Gvand Duke Nicholas reached 
St. Petersburg, on the 5th. He was enthu
siastically received. 

ON the 6th, the British Pavllampnt 
was in session for tbc tirsttlme since theEnsi 
er recess. In reply to the questions of lea l 
ing Liberals, Sir Stafford Northcote, Chancel
lor of the Exchequer, said the negotiation-
with Russia continued, but declined to tin-
cuss them on the ground that the public in
terests would be prejudiced thereby. 

A SPECIAL from Lyra, in Turkish 
Armenia, published on the Cth, says that 
ninety-one Armenian villages had been plun
dered by the Dersin Koords, and that the Ot
toman authorities were unable to afford pro
tection. 

The Minneapolis Explosion—Great Loss 
of Life and Properly. 

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., May 2. 
At seven o'clock this evening Ihc city 

was shaken, as by an earthquake, by a 
terrific explosion, which was promptly 
traced to the groups of great flounng-
mills, in what is known as the plat
form, just above St. Anthony's Falls, 
where the entire flouring district of the 
city is couceutrated. 

The explosion came from the great 
Washburn Mill, from which a column 
of flame was seen to shoot up several 
hundred feet, followed by a crash, 
which crushed the immense structure 
like an egg-shell. Other explosions in
stantly destroyed the Thompson, Hoyt 
and Humboldt MUls, and flames im
mediately burst out, communicating to 
the galaxy of mills, and other struct
ures down the bank of the river nearly 
to the Minneapolis & St. Louis Rail
road shops. The destruction from the 
shock of the explosion extended much 
farther, glass being wrecked for sev
eral squares, and buildings shaken 
throughout the city. The immediate 
theory of the explosion is that it took 
place In gas generated in the patent 
middlings purifier process. 

There were many thrilling incidents 
and narrow escapes. Daniel Day was 
blown the whole length of Pettit & Rob
inson's Mill, out through a rear win
dow, and escaped. One poor fellow, 
who could not be recogntzcd, had es
caped alive from the explosion, and 
was observed crawling through the 
darting, hungry flames toward the 
track of the Minneapolis & St. Louis 
Road, directly in the rear of the Wash
burn Mill. He managed to reach the 
rail, and there evidently became ex
hausted and fell back into the raging 
hell behind, where his agonies instant
ly ended. It now appears that most of 
the day force had gone home, and only 
the smaller night force remained. 

ssasi.,pWA 

perintendent for the easrteg ^na, ^ 

teen injured; at Galva TowndflMMtBto* 

The loss to property is enormous, but 
too grea$ for an intelli

gent estimate at present. ^ A cal-
the 

culation places it at 9li500,000, of 
which 41,000,000.wU}. falL ppon the 
milling interest. TJieJosii throughout 
the city by tbe breaking<of glass, etc., 
is $10,000. Five mill* and a planing 
mill were destroyed, bwide adjoining 
property, inoludlsg eMty-aeven ont of 
the 197 runs of itm ia tbe city. 

The five flouring mills, which wen 
involved in the disaster; form a group 
which eoaaprieee the beaviea^oncerns 
to tfcaSUto. Chief jUmn were 
the two Waabbum l&K .l&t property 
of «*G<rv. ©.*€. ffluMMfnn&rWii-
eonain, «f wfcicb»tfc«* to which 
tbe emfetfoit Occarrid W*| the largest 
fearing Kill to the oQKQjtijc, and the 
largest bat on? in the 
built in W0^ in ' 

JWi 
nowai 
companion on tfca puworro . 

the limita'.tbMKMaMqi, am 
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iaawaaiiM*'* 

zsawoeacaM& 
ished. FOOT horses went up in s whirlwind 
and were carried away. A child of 1L Har
ney, at MapMoB,. —* —* ulrrn of the 

leg, is deed. Many others that were injured 
are lying in a critical condition. 

Oir tbe evening of the 39th ult, Mr. T. C. 
Rice, of Delta, a station €• tbe Oikaloosi 
Branch of the Chicago, Ro«k Pacific 
Railway, was shot add ilnMfefnaltaiiey killed 
by A. L. 8mlth, of Washington. Smith had 
been buying cattle and boarding with Rice 
about four weeks, and was leaving, when Rice 
asked him to pay hta bill. On his refusing, 
Rice took hold of his valise, which he held in 
his hand. Smith then drew a revolver. Rice 
let go his hold, went into the house, and came 
out armed with an iron poker. On seeing 
Smith again drtw his revolver he turned to 
retreat just aa finith fired, the ball taking 
effect in his back, near the left shoulder, and 
penetrating his lungs. He died on the spot 
in a few minutes. Smith was immediately 
taken In custody. He is a son of Mayor 
Smith, one of the oldest and most respectable 
citizens of Washington, but has been a wild 
and somewhat reckless young man. 

To| Supreme Court of Iowa has just decid
ed a very important case, taken up from Mar
shall County, which involves a large amount 
of money in Marshalltown, and is of great Im
portance to not only many sections of Iowa, 
but the country at large. The question in
volved is one that has been differently decided 
In different States. Tbe case was one against 
the Hawkeye Benefit and Loan Association, 
the loaner pleading usury against a procedure 
for foreclosure. The association is upon the 
same plan of all mutual-bene tit-aid-building 
and loan associations. The Court held the 
loans over 10 per cent, to be usurious, and re
quires an account to be taken, and if plaintiff 
has paid in on dues, or in any manner, more 
than the money originally received and 10 p^ 
cent, interest, it is usurious, and the associa
tion cannot recover. 

THE following are the Postofflce changes in 
Iowa during the week ending April 37: Post
masters Appointed—Cardiff, Mitchell County, 
W. W. Mcrriam; Garden, Boone County, 
William W. Guttcridge, Jr.; Green Bay, 
Clarke County, John C- Johnson; Lowell, 
Henry County, Albert Williamson; Maysville, 
Franklin County, Mrs. S.Cryslcr; Old Mission, 
Winneshiek County, Theodore Perry. 

GEO. DEVEN&CO.'S auction store in Sioux 
City was destroyed by an incendiary fire the 
other morning. Loss, about $2,500. 

TnE Greenback Congressional Convention 
for the Oskaloosa District met at that city, on 
the 1st, and nominated Gen. J. B. Weaver, of 
Bloomficld, for Congress on the first ballot. 

HAY A ANDERSON'S livery stable, at Rivcr-
ton, in Fremont County, was struck by lights 
ning, ubout one o'clock, or. the morning of 
the 3d, and totally destroyed. Charles Guth
rie, a traveling salesman for Dalhoff A: Co., of 
Burlington, lost four fine horses, a wagon and 
$4,000 worth of goods. Hay & Anderson lost 
eight horses and several carriages. The total 
loss will reach $8,000. 

COJ„ R. G. BALMXOALL, of Ottumwa, has 
been elected Major-General of the State Mili
tia. 

TIIE two-story brick house of J. J. Delta, at 
Iowa City, was burned, on the morning of the 

I. Loss, $2,500. 
MR. JOHN MCGOKRISK, of the State Super

intendent's office, is in receipt of a letter from 
Col. Aberncthy, in which that gentlemen says 
he will leave Chicago in June, and resume his 
residence on his farm near Denison. 

A LITTLE girl, named Olander, was fatally 
injured on the Narrow-Gauge Railroad, near 
DesMolnes, on the 2d. This is the first acci
dent on the road. 

UP to the 3d, 1,600 persons had taken the 
Blue Ribbon pledge in Council Bluffs. 

TIIE United States Senate has confirmed R. 
A. Sidebotham, of Iowa, as Secretary of the 
Territory of Idaho. 

THE highest point in Iowa is 1,700 feet 
above the level of the sea. It is located in the 
northeast corner of Dickinson County. 

THE Insane Hospital at Mt. Pleasant is so 
overcrowded with patients that tbe Board is 

i loss to know what to do witb the new 
ones constantly arriving. There welt 365 in-, 
mates at last accounts. 

THE Valley Street Sewer, In Burlington, has 
just been completed, and on the 4th a brass 
band in a wagon, followed by about fifty vehi
cles, drove through its entire length. Torches 
were used, and the construction pronounced 
perfect. Its entire length is 1360 feet, width 
ten feet, and height eleven feet. It is built of 
solid masonry through the center of Valley 
street, a distance of about five blocks, and is 
intended to carry off the surplus water from 
Hawk-Eye Creek, which heretofore has fre
quently overflowed its banks and caused 
great damage to abutting property. Its cost 
was about $25,000, and it has taken about nine 
months to complete it. 

AN incendiary fire at Sioux City, on the 4th, 
destroyed the saJoon and meat market of 
James Junk and William Story. Loss, $3,000. 

ON the morning of the 4tb, at Farmington, 
in Van Buren County, a German farmer, 
named Christian Walize, had his skull frac
tured by a blow from an ax in the hands of a 
neighbor, named John Thicren, with whom he 
had a dispute some time ago concerning a 
fence. Thicren has been arrested. Waltce's 
injuries are supposed to be mortal. 

THE latest reports from St. Louis give TBE 
following as the cum-nt priccs for leading 
staples: Flour—XXX. Fall, $4.50@5.65. 
Wheat—No. 3 He I. K ill. *1.17(31.17#; No.2 
8prin*r, $LW^<2>t.^H": Com—No. a Mixed 

Rve—'3, Oat*~ 
a&Cda'^c; Pork - -K7.Vip.00; Lard — 
6^@7c; Hogs - $1. ))^5.50; Cattle—$3.31 

The Iaternfttienal Exhibition at Paris. 

PARIS, May I. 
THE ceremony of the opening of the 

International Exhibition took place to
day with great pomp and success. The 
ceremony began at 2:30 in the after
noon, at which time it was showery, 
hut at three o'clock the sun was shin
ing brightly again. The crowd was 
immense and enthusiastic, in spite of 
alternations of rain throughout the pro-
ceedingd. Cries were everywhere heard 
of "Vive la Republique," "Vive la 
Jtaum." 

Marshal MacMahon arrived in the 
State carriage escorted by his military 
household, the troops being drawn tip 
all ak>np theioate fromthelSlysee. A 
procession was then formed, whioh 
marched from the Grand Arcade to 
platform overlooking the fountain and 

view ojLnearljuall the 

oomed the Marshal in a short 
The Marshal then declared the 
Hon opened. 

OnebmAred and one guns from the 
Invalides, Mont Valerien, and an island 
in the Seine followed the announee* 
nest At the same time two military 
buds struck jm, aU * ' 

fl-ra ^ , for the iagrtalh hoisted the flap iuul liei 
of all Nations on the roofa of the H 
two palaces and annexes. The 

4 him, sad. after completing thd 
etOMdovS-tM 

Freiefc 
Entering by tbe cen

tral door, thepfocAudon wentthrough 
the grand - vestibule, decorated with 
crown jewels, Sevres porcelain. Gobe
lin tapestry, and tbe ftince of Wales1 

Indian oollection. It then passed 
throngh-alt tbe sections, the Commis-
sionen.of each oosntry greeting it at 
the door, and next inspected the mili
tary fcchool, where all the exhibition 
workmen were stationed, and lastly 
traversed the machinery annexes. 

Tbe spectacle at the ceremony was 
magnificent. Perfect order prevailed. 
Ex-Queen Isabella, of Spain, witnessed 
the^cpren^ny from thegtlWv occupied 

Tiie scenes after the official declara-
was imposing in the 

extreme. From tie height# of die Tro-
cadero the thousands of guests assem
bled could see crowds on the surround
ing streets, the banks of the Seine, 
and at Passy, both on the right and 
left. In front lay the immense 
area crowded with the Exposition 
buildings gayly decorated with the flags 
Of different Nations, the grand cascade 
and rows of statues illustrating the 
countries participating. Long lines of 
equipages filled the road to the Champs 
Elysees and Tuilleries, interspersed 
with detachments of mounted guards 
of Paris, magnificent escorts of visiting 
Princes and the military household of 
President MacMahon. 

The dazzling facade of the palace on 
the Champ de Mars was richly or Gar
mented with National emblems, and in 
every assignable space the thousands of 
spectators were held in place by lines 
of infantry. 

The workmen had made extraordina
ry efforts during the past three days in 
the preparation of the various sec
tions. The English, American and 
Belgian had been especially pushed, 
and present a creditable appearance. 
Hie American, though unfinished, com-

Bares favorably with the others. The 
epartment of Manufactures shows the 

least progress. The Agricultural and 
Alimentary Departments will be better 
than at any previous foreign Exposi
tion. The Machinery Department is 
very rich in labor-saving machinery of 
ths light class already] Though incom
plete, it compares favorably with the 
English, while occupying only one-
sixth of the space allotted the British 
exhibit. The display of machine tools 
is inferior to the American exhibit at 
Philadelphia, but superior to any other 
at this Exhibition. Agricultural, sew
ing and weighing machines make a 
fine display. Tnc textiles are not 
yet arranged, but promise very 
well. The drugs, chemicals, publish
ers' exhibits, chromos and cutlery 
are superior to the competing ex
hibits in other sections. The American 
Art Department is nearly ready. It 
will be the best ever shown abroad by 
America. The hall is too small, but it 
is beautifulty arranged, and coptains 
100 paintings and a few water-colors. 
American artists residing abroad rep
resented here include Bacon, Bridg-
man, Dana, Dubois, Ward, Bunce, 
Maynard, Lippincott and Mayall. 
Places of honor are occupied by Bridg-

an and Dana. Rome is represented 
rBenson andVcdder, and Dusseldorf 

by_Slio<le. Munich is not represented. 
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441* ielull of opportunitlai -*or seir-
sucrilicing heroism, which every now 
and the a meets us in unexpected places. 
Of this truth the terrible ride to death 
of one of liarnura's circus drivers last 
week affords a sublime illustration. He 
had driven over to his home in or near 
Ninth avenue, with a team of six splen
did coal-black horses, and an empty 
Ipagga^e wagon. The animals had 
been highly fed, had no work to do, 
were ready for their spring campaign, 
and were in splendid condition. It is 
said that the two leaders weighed 1,200 

ounds each, and the pole horses 1,300. 
leturning he passed under the elevated 

railroad; an engine let off steam; the 
horses, startled, sprang into a run down 
Forty-second street; the driver as in
stantly threw his whole weight on the 
brake and gathered up the reins to 

uide, utterly unable to check his team, 
'he wheels, held fast by the brake, slid 

over the pavement, leaving a train of 
sparks behind them. He guided the 
horses on the full run across Ninth, 
Eighth, Seventh and Sixth avenues, on 
each of which are horse-car tracks, turn
ing out to avoid the possibility of col
lision and in at least one instance nar
rowly missing it; between two lines of 
wagons on either side of the street in 
one crowded place, where there was 
but just room to pass; across Fifth ave
nue; and then down the slight decline 
toward the Grand Central Station. 
Here there are always massed a 
number of carriages and horse-
cars, and to avoid them it was 
necessary to make a considerable 
detour. The driver, with great skill 
and coolness, turned his maddened 
horses at an angle of nearly forty-five 
degrees, and passed the carriages in 

,fety; but in doing so the hind wheel 
caught in the horse-car track, the iron 
axle was snapped off like a pipe-stem, 
the wheel was thrown with the violence 
of the rhock a rod away; the driver 
could no longer keep his seat; still 
Kolding fast to the reins, he endeav
ored to climb back to a place of greater 
safety, when the plunging of the wagon 
threw him with a terrible rebound into 
the air; he fell over the dashboard, 
struck his horses on the flank, fell un
der the wagon, and was instantly 
killed, whether by the violence of the 
fall or by a blow from the wheel we do 
not clearly understand from the con
flicting accounts. A moment later and 
the no longer guided horses brought 
the wagon up against a telegraph-pole, 
mapping it asunder, but holding the 
wagon fast and releasing the horses, 
who, with their strength spent, were 
now easily caught. Except the driver's, 
not a life was lost, and the horses had 
not received a scratch. They had run 
more than a mile through one of the 
most frequented of the up-town cross 
streets. There is a lesson for all of us 
in this simple story of martyrdom to 
fidelity ana duty that would only be 
weakened by the attempt to draw the 
moral from It Christian Union. 

—Lieut. Longneckar, U. S. N., just 
before the Wyoming sailed for France, 
with her cargo of American exhibits 
for .the Exposition, ran down to Phila-
delpfaiaanl got married, to the sur-

rab not only of his own friends, but 
those of his wife As ladies are not 

allowed to travel on vessels belonging 
to tbe navy, he shipped Mrs. L. to Paris 
by iteamer and sailed a day later hisa-
aefe iit tte Wyoming, bat̂  after get
ting about half way over, the latt̂ f 
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—Gen. Joe E. Johnston dresses neat
ly, has a short gray beard, is slight and 
erect. 

—The Parisian press numbered in 
1877 no less than 836 different newspa
pers and serials. : 

—Harrison Ainsworth is still alive, a 
well-preserved and dandyish, though 
gray, pKl fa>4n of «rvertty-two. 

—Many years ago Congress gave the 
widow of President Tyler the franking 
privilege, and she uses it to this day. 

—The people of Anderson County, 
S. C., preeeoted Gov, Saigpton, with a 
beautiful black horse as a birthday gift. 

—Mr. B. Gratz Brown, of St. Louis, 
who ran for Vice-President In the can
vass of 1872, has become a strong pro
hibitionist, 

—Commodore Vanderbilt's widow, it 
is said, is soon to marry a Southern 
gentleman, who, it is inferred, is not 
seventy-six years old. 

—The New York papers refer to Ed
ison's "Western twang." No doubt 
the ancient Saxons spoke pure New 
York.—Cincinnati Commercial. 

—Sec'v Schurz attributes his recent 
illness to the large quantities of green 
tea which he has been drinking to pro
duce wakefulness for nipht work. 

—Mrs. Mark Hopkins takes three-
quarters of the estate left by her hus
band, the California millionaire, and 
Mark's two brothers divide the residue 
equally between them. 

-Dr. JeflTies, of Boston, who hag 
been examining the eyes of Harvaid 
students for the purpose of seeing how 
many are color-blind, has found fifteen 
cases out of 250 students. 

-A minister in Waupaca County, 
Wis., preached a sermon, the other 
day, with his suspenders dangling be
low his coat, and he was puzzled to 
know the cause of the constant titter
ing during the exercises. 

-The mystery about the death of 
Representative Leonard, of Louisiana, 
seems to thicken. When the body ar
rived at Westchester, Pa , it was care
fully examined by eminent physicians 
from Philadelphia and Washington, 
who assert that he did not die of yellow 
fever. 

-When Representative Eugene Hale 
married Miss Chandler, her father, 
ex-Senator Chandler, gave him $100,000 
for a wedding present; and at the com
ing of every grandchid a check for $20,-
000 has been forthcoming to be placed 
to the credit of the little one as the nu
cleus of its future fortune. 

—An officer of cadets at the recent 
launch in Chester, Pa., saw his men, 
contrary to orders, letting a number of 
visitors through their ranks. He 
rushed up and asked, " What are you 
letting this rabble through for?" A 
moment after he discovered that the 
leader of the " rabble" was the Secre
tary of War, who was as much amused 
at the incident as tbe officer was dis
concerted. 

INCIDENTS AND ACCIDENTS. 

—A younj* man in Marietta, Md. 
was poisoned by his sweetheart, but he 
recovered, and now insists that the 
marriage engagement shall not be 
broken. 

—Mrs. Caroline Sheeliey, of Staten 
Island, refused to take an oath on Good 

are enticed because of benefits they 
jhope td receive, or because of tempta
tion they appear powerless to resist. 
But the habitual swearer can set np no 
such plea. It bestows no benefits, it 
offers no reward. It very often gets a 
strong bold on men wbo are not other
wise immoral, simply as a habit, until 
^be name of the Deity slips so glibly 
from tbe tongue that they make an ex
cuse that they do not notice it, or can
not help it. And yet how carefully 
they abstain from the nse in tbe refined 
home where they desire a cordial wel
come. 

We have scarcely met a man (we do 
not speak of vulgar brutes in this con
nection) who, even when the habit was 
firmly seated, did not remember the 
proprieties and abstain from the prac
tice in the presence of ladies, or if he 
was so unfortunate as to let an oath 
escape his lips, who would not prompt
ly apologize for such a breach of ordi-

ent or 
nary politeness. 

We look ;i vain for an argnmei 
excuse to palliate the vice ofprofanity. 
The English language is full and ex
pressive, and the widest range of 
thought can find words to convey every 
shade of meaning, be they of pleasure 
or pain or anger. No man ever argues 
that oaths are any evidence of a gentle
man, for he sees and knows that the 
greatest villains would lead him to the 
accomplishment. It is not brave to 
swear; the greatest cowards we have 
ever known, as boys and men, were 
those wbo were loudest and freest in 
oaths. The young man or boy who 
contracts the habit under the idea that 
it is brave or manly, makes a sad blun
der, dishonors heroism, and degrades 
his manhood. Boys and young men 
can rest assured that in all the cata
logue of sin none pays poorer than pro
fane swearing. It will not add to your 
comfort or happiness, but, on the con
trary, detract, and open the wav to 
ruin in other directions. It would be 
well for every young man, even if he 
makes no claim to religion or morality, 
to remember that nothing is gained by 
swearing, and that oaths are the resort 
of, and should be left alone to, tbe vul
gar, the ignorant and the cowardly.-
Chicago Inter-Ocean. 
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Shcehey's clothes was discharged 
The Mobile Register says that an 

old negro woman in the southern part 
of that city died recently from the 
'effects of a bite from her grandchild, 
whom she was chastising. 

A man in Sacramento the other 
day bought a suit of new clothes, and 
threw away his old ones. After a while 
he remembered that he had left $110 in 
his old clothes, and went to find them, 
but was too late. 

—Twenty-six years ago a man went 
from Wilbraham, Mass., to California, 
leaving $700 as a loan to a farmer, in 
whom he put more trust than in sav
ings banks. He wrote letters about the 
money from time to time, and sup
posed it was safely drawing interest. 
Recently he came across the continent 
to collect it, tlio sum of principal and 
interest amounting to $3,000; but the 
farmer, who is wealthy, refused to pay 
a cent, on the ground that the note was 
outlawed. The man had to borrow 
money with which to get back to Cali
fornia. 

—One day last week, four citizens of 
Grand Island were playing a game of 
poker—five-cent " ante"—in a well-
known saloon of that place. A dispute 
arose as to the game, when one of the 
parties made use of an expression about 
as follows: " I hope Christ will kill 
me if it isn't so." He had dealt the 
cards, and the betting on the hands was 
over, when he passed the pack to the 
next man on his left to deal. The deal
er shuffled the cards and handed them 
back to the man to cut them, at the 
same time giving him a light slap to 
attract his attention. The man did not 
move. He was found to be stone dead. 
—Omaha Bee. 

A frightful accident, by which a 
man named Moritz Koch lost his life, 
occurred recently new Collinsville, 111. 
Koch was engaged in sinking an air-
shaft for the mines, and, having nearly 
reached the coal "entry," about 163 
feet below the surface, he put in an 
unusually heavy blast of powder, think
ing to complete the connection with 
the entry. Having set the fuse, he was 
hauled to the top, and soon after the 
powder exploded. Against the protest 
of his friends lie immediately had him
self lowered, but before reaching the 
bottom gave the signal for the top man 
to hoist him up. This was done in
stantly, but on nearing the surface he 
was seen to let go all hold, and fall to 
the bottom, a distance of 150 feet, and, 
of course, was crushed almost to a 
jelly. 

—The Atlanta (Ga.) Constitution 
says: Mr. John Pore, who lives in the 
lower part of Lnmpkin County, bad 
two little children, aged respectively 
five and six. They were engaged in 
their customary play a few days ago, 
while the mother was at the well. The 
oldest child, for what reasjn it will 
never be known, picked up a sharp 
hatchet and struck tne baby in the side, 
leaving the ax sticking in the wound. 
The child seeing what he had done ran 
and told his mother, who was drawing 
up a bucket of water at the time. This 
so frightened her that she let go tbe 
windlass, and the revolving crank 
struck the boy on the head amfllterrflj' 
knocked his brains pu\ kilUng blljf%i-* 
stantly. When the horrof-mnclfen 
mqU>e< got, to hygaBjfclt *as ateadwtf. 
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Casting a Gold Brick. 

On Thursday afternoon the largest 
gold bar of which there is any record 
was cast at the assay office of Molitor 
Brothers in this city. The process of 
melting, which began before midday, 
consumed several hours, and not until 
past three o'clock was the accumulated 
mass of retort crowded beneath the lid 
of No. 100 Crucible and reduced to its 
molten state. 

The moment finally arrived when the 
melted treasure, skimmed of the borax 
slag covering its surface, was ready to 
pour. The heavy tongs were adjusted 
to the crucible, the pulley tackle secure
ly hitched on, and at the signal given 
the seething mass was raised from the 
furnace and rested upon the iron table. 
The spectators were all manifestly ex
cited, and the assayers and assistants 
evinced anxiety. At the word the 
tackle was unhitched, and four men, 
with hands and arms muffled in padded 
mits, grasped tongs and leverage, and 
tipped the crucible. The liquid metal 
[loured in a golden rivulet into the 
great iron mould, the oil from which 
shot up a dense, smothering smoke, 
midst of the pouring the mould cracked 
with a loud report, but the workmen, 
unmoved by this accident, held stead
ily to the business in hand, and kept 
up the " pour." The molten mass was 
drained, and in the mould lay the red 
llot solidifying monster bar. 

A few minutes intervened, when the 
bar was discharged from the mold and 
lifted into the cooling tank. Its tem
perature reduced to handling touch, it 
was taken from the water and a mus
cular man put to work scouring. This 
labor ended, the bar was lugged to the 
counter of the front office, the doors 
thrown open and the public admitted. 
In the course of a couple of hours hun
dreds of eager people hurried to the 
office to inspect this extraordinary 
golden specimen. The dimensions, 
weight, fineness and value of the bar 
are as follows: Length, twenty inches; 
top breadth, seven inches; bottom 
breadth, six inches; depth, three inches; 
weight, 3,389.96 ounces; fine, 760 gold; 
223 silver; value,$53,258.30gold; $977.-
32 silver. 

This is understood to be the largest 
gold bar ever cast in Montana or else
where. It exceeds by more than 1,000 
ounces the great gold bar cast in Helena 
by S. H. Bohni & Co., in 1870. The 
product comes entirely from the Penob
scot mine, and is the result of thirty 
full days' working of one arastra, and 
less than twenty days' working of five 
stamps. 4 

The bar will remain on exhibition at 
the banking house of Hershfield Broth
ers for several days, after which it will 
be expressed to New York, where it is 
destined to create a sensation even 
greater than we have witnessed in 
Helena.—1-Helena (Montana) Herald. 

"NoP' cries paterfamilias, load 
enough to be heard outside. " Tell him 
to be off with his trash!" 

'• My dear," the lady urges, serious
ly, having dismissed the cnildren first, 
"I dp wish you would not be so impo
lite in your manner to tramps and ped
dlers. It is their only way of earning 
a livelihood, and I think Christians 
ought to be kind to them." 

" I fnlly agree with you. Your sen
timents and mine precisely correspond, 
but your patience is greater than mine, 
you see. How you endure it, staying 
here all day, too, is quite beyond me to 
comprehend. I believe In politeness to 
one's equals and superiors—but I won't 
take my hat off to inferiors." 
" A tramp is not necessarily your in

ferior, my friend," observed the Philos
opher, who happened to be staying at 
the house, and who was giving lectures 
inlthe lyceum course. " I have heard 
of tramps who had at one time been 
millionaires, and of others who had 
received the education of a university." 

"I shouldn't wonder," said Madame, 
meditatively balancing her spoon onth« 
transparent edge of her Sevres teacup 
—" I shouldn't wonder if you called 
Homer a tramp, or Diogenes, if either 
of them were living now." 

"Very likely," replied Monsieur, 
taking up the newspaper, to find out 
whether our Representative in Congress 
had been giving any more Nationiu ob
ject-lessons on good manners. And 
then the talk drifted to the affairs of the 
day, what engagements each had, what 
visits were to be made, what shopping 
done, which closets cleaned, etc., etc. 

One person only remembered the 
morning's discussion, and sat down to 
think upon this matter of courtesy. 
And she came to the conclusion that 
courtesy is a word of very wide mean
ing. It is an index finger to character. 
You observe a true lady, a true gentle
man. anywhere. They cannot commit 
a rudeness. It would hurt them and 
jar them to wound the feelings of the 
lowest and thefarthest below them. To 
be truly polite implies that one shall be 
thoughtful of the feelings of everybody, 
and of inferiors most of all. 

When are we to begin our training in 
this regard ? 

With our little children, at orce. Do 
not permit Susy or Jennie, unreproved, 
to bother or tease or annoy Bridget in 
the kitchcn. Never let them allude to 
her as the " servant-girl," or speak of 
" servant-girls" in her presence. The 
phrase may define her position, but she 
does not like to hear it, and it takes off 
the bloom of their refinement every 
time they use it. Do not jump to pick 
up your own thimble which has rolled 
away when Charlie is in the room. Let 
him bring it to you. and say " Thank 
you" to him for the kindness. 

Do not encourage in yourself the hab
it of criticising and commenting upon 
the foibles or faults of any member of 
your own family. There is nothing 
gained by it, and a great deal is lost. 
Love itself is often choked back and 
hindered in its growth by the rank stur-
dinessof weeds which spring up against 

unchecked, in houses where people 
say all manner of ungentle speeches to 
each other. 

If you want to cultivate real happi
ness, cultivate goodness. Think more 
of others' excellent qualities than of 
their failings, and be gentle and amia
ble to all.—Chrixtian at Work. ,: 

Jack was in the woods, on his way 
home from the sap trees, where he had 
been boiling maple sugar. It was a 
mild day in March. The snow was six 
feet deep, and the warm spring air had 
softened the surface so that no one 
could walk on it without snow-shoes, a 
pair of which Jack had on his feet. 

He was unarmed. As he walked on, 
he came to a fallen tree directly in his 
way. He stepped upon it, but as he 
did so, a large bear rose up behind it 
and rushed at him with open paws. 

The warm air had roused the creature 
from her winter sleep and she was furi
ous with hunger. 

Taken wholly by surprise. Jack gave 
a tremendous leap which carried him a 
distance of ten feet from the trunk of 
the tree. But he sank deeply into the 
snow, and the bear was upon him be
fore he could extricate himself. 

Then the battle began, man and 
beast rolling over and over each other 
in a desperate struggle. As often as 
the bear tried to seize him with her 
teeth, or overpower him with the fatal 
hug, Jack would save himself by kick
ing her on the nose with his snow-

oraple, a lady 
that the intended 

ravad of tb« baUdlug. 

bride*. The terraee of tbe Cbaap^a _ temtoeof tbe Champ 
Mars Palace waa oecnpfed by Senators, 

was the 

TWf ftott# ttfe1 itfrti IB! 

th« 
-thi 

Other People's Feelings and Fallings. 

Most of us have a very tender regard 
for our own feelings. We do not like 
to have them injured. We are amazed 
that people can be so rude and clumsy 
as to tread upon our toes, or roughly 
expose to tbe air onr scarcely-healed 
wound. But so weak is human nature 
and so prone are we to think less gen 
ermsly of others than of ourselves, that 
wo often sin in the very way which we 
WJiild be swiftest to condemn in our 
neighbors. It is a great delight to 
meet a man or woman who is always 
considerate, gentle and polite in his 
treatment of those he or she meets in 
daily life. 

This topic came up around the break-
f&<t-table in a city house one morning 
lately. You, happy readers, who live in 
the country, know comparatively little 
of the persistent annoyances which city 
folks undergo from the continual rap-
pings and ringings and shoutings and 
screamings of people who go from door 
to door to buy, to sell, or to beg. The 
room ia which the breakfast alluded to 
as being, taken was a front baseaient, 
on a pleasant street, intersecting a busy 
thoroughfare. Coffee was poured, bis
cuits had been passed, eggs were being 
broken, fruit was being pared. 

Interru|Aion No. 1: "Anyr-a-a-ags?" 
The speaker darkened the window 

with his head and dimmed the shining 
glass with Ws breath, as he hurled this 
remark, wcending, interrogative and 
ideclamatoTy, at our shivering ears 
Somdbody «tl9ok her curls at him pleas
antly, inn he departed with a 
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the mother fly, "you may do some 
good with your light; it will be plainly 

Finally, with one fierce plunge of 
claws and teeth, the brute fastened 
upon Jack, and failing to hold him, 
tore off almost all his clothing at a 
single sweep 

Fortnnately . 
hit the top of her nose a powerful kick 

Fortnnately just at this moment he 

A blow on the end of the nose causes 
pain so acute as to disable a bear for a 
time, and it had the effect in this case. 

The brute gave back a little, and, 
while she was wincing under the pain. 
Jack regained his feet and got several 
steps away. 

His assailant started after him again, 
but the snow was so soft she almost 
buried herself at every step, while Jack 
walked on the surface and escaped. So 
his snow-shoes, which rendered him a 
clumsy fighter, finally saved his life. 
Forest and Stream. 

A Prarie-Dog Tillage. 

Four hundred and thirty-five miles 
west of Omaha is situated the great 
Prairie-Dog City, one of tbe largest set
tlements on the line erf the Union Pa
cific Railroad. Several hundred acres, 
each side of the track, have been taken 
up by the sagacious little prairie-dogs, 
and there they have made their homes, 
and that without buying one lot from 
the company, or as much as saying 
" by vour leave." The dwellings con 
sist of little mounds, from a foot to 
eighteen inches in height, raised by the 
dirt excavated by their burrows. On 
tne approach of a train, the little in
habitants can be seen scampering for 
their homes. Arrived there, they squat 
upon their hams or stand upon their 
hind feet at the entrance —a hole in the 
top—barking at the train as it passes. 
Should anyone venture too near, down 
they go, and their city is as silent as 
the " city of the dead.*' It is said that 
the opening in the top leads to a sub
terraneous chamber connecting with 
tbe next dwelling, and so on tnrough 
the settlement, out this Is a mistake. 
The prairie-dog U of a sandy-brown 
color, and abont the size of a large 
gray squirrel. In their nest, living 
with them, are found tbe owl and the 
rattlesnake, tfeoogh whether welcome 
er not is uncertain. He Uvea upon 
glasses and roots, and ii generally fat, 
and is by some. Mexican* especially, 
considered good eating, and hi* fiesh la 
sweet and tender though rather greasy 
Wolves prey on tbe little fellows, and 
may be seen 

... . c like dreams of i 
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Only we've miide onr .election, -
Mutter, not huw precious they ba. 
There', no baby like onr baby! 

—Mary Abtgt D» Vert, in Youth'* Companion. 

THE MODEST LITTLE FIBE-FLI. 

A Fable. 
ONE morning a little fire-fly who had 

just learned that she could give lsght, 
said to her mother. " What is the use 
of such a little thing as I am? 1 can't 
give light like that great bright sun, 
nor even like a star, nor yet as bright 
as the lantern we saw last night. It 
don't seem to me that there is any need 
of me in the world." 
" Wait, my child," said her mother, 

•' by-and-by you will see what you are 
good for. Night will come soon and 
then your light will show." 

So the little one took a long nap, and 
when it awoke the sun had gone down 
and it was growing dark. The little 
fly saw then that its light was shining. 
But soon the full moon arose and made 
the evening so light that the fire-fly 
could hardly be seen. 

"Why, mother," said she, "my light 
is not needed; it is all lost in tbe bright 
light of the moon." 

"Wait, my child, patiently; before 
many nights even you will be needed." 

And the little fly waited until, not 
long after, there came a dark and 
rainy night. "Now, my child," said 

th 
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seen." 
So the little lire-fly went out to see 

what good she could do. Few of her 
kind were out; it was so dark and 
stormy. Soon she heard a horse com
ing along, drawing a wagon. She heard 
a man in the wagon say, " It is so dark 
that I don't believe we can keep in the 
road, and I am afraid that we will drive 
against a tree somewhere; I wish we 
had a light." 

"Now is my time," said the fly, "to 
help some one a little." So she flew as 
quickly as she could right up to the 
fore wheels of the wagon; and sure 
enough, it was out of the road and go
ing straight up to a tree. She blazed 
her light aS brightly as she could. 
Just then the man saw the tree, and 
called out, "Whoa, old Charlie! Come 
here, you are out of the road. Why, if 
it had not been for that lightning-bug 
we'd have gone against the tree sure. 

The little fly saw the wagon safe in 
the road, and went off as glad as could 
be, to think that she had done some 
good. As she flew along she heard 
children crying. 

"Oh, dear," said a little girl's voice, 
" we can't find the gate, ana this pick
et fence is so high tnat we can't climb 
over. Poor Johnnie, I am afraid we 
will have to stay out here over night." 
Then a little boy's voice jajd- "J Wl&b 
if we only had a lantern"' 

" Here maybe I can do some good," 
thought the fire-fly. And away she 
l!cw along the fence to the children, 
s.nd then flew ahead of them more slow
ly, lighting the fence as the children 
followed, until they came to the gate 
and went through to their home. 

When Emma saw the light of the fly 
along the fence, she said, " See, 
Johnnie, God has sent one of the little 
angels with a tiny bit of a lantern to 
show us the way. 1 guess that God 
heard us cry and felt sorry." "Isn't 
God good to iittle children?" said 
Johnnie. "Emma, I mean to love 
Him. 'cause He's so good to us." 

How happy the little fire-fly felt when 
she saw how much good she did in her 
small way, need not be told. If you 
children wish to know, just try to do 
rood to others and help to make them 
iiappy. 

After helping more people that night, 
the fire-fly went home as contented and 
happy as could be. She told her 
mother, " I know now what I am good 
for. I am good to show people the way 
on dark nights. If my light is not good 
for much, it is good for dark times, 
anyway." 

Some little folks think that they do 
not amount to much. Maybe God made 
you for dark times, little ones. If you 
have not much light to lead people 
when it is bright all round, you have 
enough for dark times, when it is most 
needed. That is the kind of light that 
does the most good.—J. A. Davis, in 
Church Union. 

A Kiss for a Blow. '> 

" WILL you please tell me," 'said a 
little boy to his teacher, " what Is 
meant by overcoming evil with good?" 

The teacher began to explain it, when 
a scene took place which helped to 
show what it meant. 

A boy, seven years of age, whose 
name was George, was sitting by the 
side of his sister, who was only five 
years old. While the teacher was talk
ing, George got angry with his sister 
for something, and struck her. 

The little girl began to cry; but the 
teacher said, " My dear Mary, you had 
better kiss your brother. See how 
angry he looks!" 

Mary looked at her brother. He 
seemed sullen and wretched. She threw 
both her arms about his neck and 
kissed him. George was not prepared 
for such a kind Vetupi for his blow. 
His feelings were touched, and he burst 
into tears. Mary wiped away his tears 
with her apron, and sought to comfort 
him. " Do not cry, George," she said; 
"you did not hurt me much." But he 
only wept the more. 

And why did George weep? Would 
he have wept if his sister had struck 
him as he had struck her? Not he! 
But by kissing him as she did, she 
made him feel more keenly than if she 
had beaten him black and blue that he 
had done wrong. Here was a kiss for 
a blow—love for anger; and all the 
school saw at once what was meant by 
"overcoming evil with good."—immq 
Reaper. r 4 
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The worst of it is, that when these 
passions pull very often, the face does 
not return to what it was before, but 
the muscles harden and retain that ugly 
expression. By indulging in evil pas
sions, people may work tneir faces up 
into such awful faces, that sometimes 
when you meet a man in the street you 
can tell, just by looking at his face, 
what his character is. 

A face that was very lovely when it 
was that of a child, has had tiie passion 
of anger pulling at it so often that it 
always wears a sullen, cross, dissatis
fied look. Or if a man has learned to 
love to hoard up money for its own 
sake, his face gets a mean, grasping 
look, and we say when we pass him, 
" Tnere goes a miser." Or if he has 
learned to lie and steal, ho cannot 
make his face that of an truthful, hon
est man. 

Dear children, do you want to have 
pleasant faces that everybody will love 
to look at? Then don't lei the ugly 
passions get hold of the strings. Put 
them into the hands of love and char
ity and good will and truth and hon
esty, and then they will be beautiful 
faces. 

I have seen faces without a single 
handsome feature, that were sweeter to 
look at than the most perfect features 
that ever were formed. And why? It 
was the expression. And wiiat makes 
the expression? Oh, it all depends up
on whether the bad passions or the 
lovely virtues get hold o the little 
strings.—N. Y. Observer. 

Edison on His Phonograph. 

Mr. Edison gives in the current 
North American Review his notions con
cerning the future of his very interest
ing invention, the phonograph. We 
believe that he himself has invented 
many things beside which he deems 
quite equal in merit and importance to 
this novelty which has so caught the 
public attention, among them many of 
the most valuable developments in teleg
raphy. But he has now set himself to 
the extension and application of the 
principle of the phonograph, confessing 
that he himself is as yet " in a some
what chaotic condition of mind" as to 
its limits, since a mere trifle may to
morrow extend almost indefinitely its 
possibilities. What is already accom
plished we have recently made some 
account of. Mr. Edison has now near
ly completed a new form of apparatus 
which will be competent to many of the 
uses which he foresees, but new appli
cations will then arise, so that the 
phonograph as it may be is yet a good 
ways in the future. 

The new will be, he says, the stand
ard phonograph, adapted expressly to 
the practical uses of letter-writing, ed
itorial work, etc. Writing a letter by 
phonograph involves for its perfect 
value the possession of a phonograph 
by the one who receives it, though if 
he had none, the writing might still be 
done and the secretary or clerk thus 
dictate to himself at his leisure the 
letter he must copy. The sheets of 
foil prepared for the purpose of trans
mitting in envelopes are now made with 
the spiral grooves in which the jeweled 
point moves set so close together that 
about 40,000 words may be inscribed on 
each sheet. These sheets can be filed 
away and kept as records, and will 

iliki t'rfcYM" Win oe no ninaYance' riy 
villainous bad hand-writing. It is Mr. 
Edison's opinion that a printer would 
rather set up copy from hearing the ut
terance of a phonograph, than from a 
written page. He has a thought for 
the sick in hospital, and talks of their 
having phonographic sheets prepared 
from the voices of professional readers 
in rendering poems, descriptions, ora
tions, or even entire books, which may 
be put into the phonograph again and 
reeled off to entertain these patients 
withal; and the same way for music. 
In touching upon the possible value of 
this instrument in preserving lan
guages, Mr. Edison hits upon a want 
in regard to certain tongues of ethno
logical value, as of our Indians, that 
really need this process, which seems 
invented for their preservation when 
the few survivors of their race have 
disappeared. 

Finally, however, Mr. Edison in
tends that the phonograph shall per
fect the telephone, and the combined 
instrument revolutionize present sys
tems of telegraphy. There will be no 
difficulty, he explains, in achieving this 
combination. Both inventious cause a 
plate or disk to vibrate, and produce 
sound waves in harmony with their 
source. It may easily be devised that 
the same disk shall both transmit and 
record the message; and, asks Edison, 
"What system of telegraphy can ap
proach that?" A similar combination 
at the other end of the wire will enable 
the receiver to bear the message while 
it is recorded. Mr. Edison has al
ready got a new instrument which he 
calls the "Carbon telephone." nearly 
to the point of accomplishing this re
sult. " The telegraph company of the 
future," he predicts, "will be simply 
an organization having a huge system 
of wires, central and sub-central sta
tions, managed by skilled attendants, 
whose sole duty it will be to keep wires 
in proper repair, and give, by switch 
or shunt arrangement, prompt atten
tion to subscriber No. 923 in New York, 
when he signals his desire to have pri
vate communication with subscriber 
No. 1001 in Boston, fort hree minutes." 
Springfield (Mass ) Republican. 

—When Mr. Greeley once upon a 
time was lecturing in Indiana, in the 
palmy days of State banks, the com
mittee of one town paid him—inva
riably—in notes of the local institution. 
He looked at them, and then said: 
" Could not you give me, instead of 
this stuff, a well-executed counterfeit on 
some Eastern bank?" 

"OUR Mexican relations" are princi
pally Rio Grande cussins.—Hawk-Eye. 
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Faces and Strings. 

DID you ever sea a gutta-percha 
face? And did you ever amuse your
selves with pinching it one way and 
pulling It another, and seeing what dif
ferent expressions it will put onf When 
you cease pulling and pinching it, it 
returns to am same face it was Wore. 

Now your little faces are softer than 
gutta-percha, and they are full of little 
strings called muscles; and the little 
mnsdee pott them one way, and poll 
them another, just according to your 
feelings. Sometimes you fed grieved 
OTsad, and the Utile muscles pull your 
face into a very doleful expression, and 
we know by looking at you but how 
you CftT Btirteteea you feel pleased 
or many, *nd the little manatee pnll 
your faces into smiles and dimples. 

what a disagTeoab̂ loo>Tthe 
faqapntaon in a minute. Pride pdlls 
tiie strings, or vanity, or envy, or dis
content, a* deceit, and eaeh brings its 
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