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BILL OF BIGHTS. 
A Declaration of Rights run h by the Re- 

present itivcs of the good People oj 

Virginia, assembled in foil and fret 
Convention: which, right* da pertain to 

them, and their Posterity, as the basts 

and foundation of Gocermnent. 
* [Unanimously adopted, June l'&h, 1* <6.] 

1. That ail men are \jy nature equally 
free and independent, ami hate certain 

inherent rights, of which, when they en- 

ter into \ state of society, they cannot, by 
auv compact, deprive, or divest their 

p.i'.tenty ; namely, the enjoyment of hie 

and liberty, with the itynua ot acquiring 
and possessing property, aod pursuing 
and obtaining nappmess and salety. 

2. That aK power is vested m, atul 

consequently derived lirSrn, the people; 
that M igistrates are their trustees arid 

servants, and at all times amenable to 

them. I 
•3. rh.it government is, or ougnt to ue, 

instituted tor the com moo benefit, pro- 
tection and security of the people, nation, 

or community; of all the various modes 
a„d forms of government, that is best, 

which w capable of producing the g eat- 

est ilogree of happiness and safety, and 

is ui ^t effr'tu illy secured against the 

d.-.g.-r ot uiai-administration; and that, 
w >e.i anv gover iraeat shill he found in 

quale or cnutrarv to tho->e purposes, 
« iiu’on'y of 'he com iiumt * hath an in- 
djh' ihie, uoahen ih'e. a id indefeasible 
T1 “‘it* to ret'rm. alter **r ftM>iHli tt, in 

8 icb ;n<tii as b:4 Jtftig* i UlOst COll- 

ductivet»ttie public weal 
* t. That uo m 11. or set of men, arc en ] 

titled to ex iu*ive or sejinrate emolu- 
ments or privileges from the community, 
ho* m consideration of public servuv-: 

which i-»t bet »<» deseen Itble, neither ought 
tiv! oifi’sj ut 'I igisUute, Legislator, ot 

Judge, t<. he tiered tarv. 

5." Tnatthe Legislature and Eexecutive 

p<> v ,*rs ot die Sac should be sejvirato and 
d'stinci from the Judiciary; ami that the 

members of ihe two first may be restrained 
f o il oo.iresstou, bv feeliog and oarticip.it 
ini; ih‘* burthens of the people. they should, 
at fixed periods be reduced to a private 
station, return into that tvvly from which 
thw*y were or ginalty taken, and the ja 
cuncies t*e supplied bv frequent, certain, 
and regular election* in winch all, or an' 

purt o, tue former members, to he again 
ei.g. *«, or ineligible, as tho law shall 

direct 
6 That elections of members to serve 

ms repi>*«*ent:\tive^ of the people, in Assem- 
bly. ougWt to l>e free; and that all men hav- 

ing miffi »ent evidence of permanent com- 

mon interest with, and attachment to, the 

community, hnie the right of suffrage, and 
cannot he taxed or deprived of their pr«>- 
pe-tv tor public uses, without their own 

consent, or that of their representatives s<> 

electe I, nor hound by any law to which 
ihev hive nit, in like manner, assented, 
fur »,he yiiilic good. 

7 That all power of suspending laws, 
or th > t-xecution of 1 »ws, by any authority, 
w itfii »ut consent of the representatives oi 

(he .people, is injurious to their rights, and 

oujht ooi to he exercised. 
y i tut, in all capuai or cnuiuiai pit*- 

sc.cutio is, a man hath a right to demand 

th • cause a id nature of his accusation, to 

be co if onted with the accusers and wit- 

nesses, to call for evidence in his favour, 
a.id to a speedy trial by an impartial jurv 
of his vicinage, without whose unanimous 

consent he cannot be found guijty; nor can 

h" be compelled to give evidence against 
hens. If; that no man be deprived of hi- 

liberty except hv the law of the land or the 

jn Iff tv* .t of h«s ;>eers. 
9 IV .f excessive bail ought not to he 

req. tred nor excessive fines imposed, not 

cruel .iniisual punishment inflicted. 
10 rha* ■ frnl warrants. whereby an 

othcoror m s*'r ;<*r may be commanded 
to search n-*ected places without evi 

d**nce of a fa* t eemfuitted, or to seize nn\ 

person or tenons not t»am>*d, or who>«» 
otfonce is not particularly described a u 

so >p«*rfed by evidence, are grievous a»u 

op.iri scv’. «r.d ought r,ot »o be granted. 
11. That. in controversies res e ting 

propertv, and in subs between man an* 

m m, the anci nt tncl by jury, is pn fera- 
ble to any other, and ought to be held 
sacred. 

12. That the freedom of the press is one 

of the great bulwarks o! liberty, and cat 

never be restrained but by despotic govern- 
ments. 

IT That a well regulated militia, com- 

posed of the bodv of the people trained t > 

arms, is flic proper, natural, and sate (1Q 
fenco of a free State; that standing armies, 
in time of pe*ce. should be avoided, as 

dangerous to hliertv; and that in all cases, 

the military should be under strict subor- 
dination to, and governed by the civil 

power. 
14. 'Hiat the people have a right to uni- 

form government; and therefore, that no 

government saparnted from, or indepen- 
dent of, tlie government of Virginia, 
ought to be erected or established within 
the limits thereof. 

15. That no free government, or the 
blessing of liberty, can he preserved to any 
people, hut by a firm adherence to justice, 
moderation, temperance,’" legality, and 
virtue, and by frequent recurrence to funda- 
mental principles. 

16. 1 hat religion, or the duty which we 

owe to our Creator, and the manner ot 

discharging it, can be directed only by 
reason and conviction, not bv force or vio- 

lence; and therefore all men are equally 
entitled to the free exercise of religion, 
according to the dictate* of coafcigace; 

«wd (hat if is me tou.Mi.-il duty of all to 

•r.ictise Christian tor »earance, love, and 
i-harity towards each odier. 

AN AMENDED CONSTITUTION. 
Or I 'orm of Government for Virginia. 

[Adopted 14th Junuary, 1>30.] 
Whereas the Delegates and Represen- 

Natives of the (rood |>eople of Virginia in 
Convention assembled, on the twenty-ninth 

I .lay of June, in the year of our Lord one 

! thousand seven hundred and seventy-six: ] 
Reciting and declaring, that whereas, 

Ceorgo the third, King of (neat Britain 
ind Ireland and Elector of Hanover, be- 
fore that time entrusted with the exercise 
of the kingly office iu the Government of j 
Virginia, had endeavored to pervert the j 
same into a detestable and insupportable j 
tyranny, by putting his negative on laws j 
the most wholesome and necessary for the | 
public good; by denying his governors per- 
mission to pass laws of immediate and 
pressing importance, unless suspended in 
their operation for his assent, and when so i 

suspended neglecting to attend to them for i 

many years; by refusing to pass certain1 
other laws, unless the persons to be bene- 
tuted bv thorn would relinquish the inesti- 
mable right of representation in the Legis- 
lature; by dissolving legislate assemblies 

repeatedly and continually, for opposing 
with manly firmness Ins invasions ot the 

rights of the people; when dissolved, by 
refusing to call others lor a hvg spare ot 

tune, thereby leaving the political system 
without any legislative bead; by endeavor- 

ing to prevent the population ot our coun- 

try, and for that purpose obstructing the 
laws I >r t!;u naturalization oi loruigneis, 

V»y k'icjnng among us, in time of peace, 
standing utmwia i *5 •'! " iri bv if- 
(Wrung to render the military independent 
f e.d superior to the civil power; by 

combining with Olliers to subject us to a 

foreign jurisdiction, giving his assent to 

sheir pretended act* of legislation, for 

quartering lurge h >dies ot nfmed troops 
if no ig us, for cutting off our r de with all 

•ans of the world, for in-:" g * *xes on 

us without our consent, for n\ g us of 
I the benefits of the trial by ]o. v, 'br trans- 

iting us beyond seas to be tried for pre- 
n n led offences, br suspending our own 

Legislatures and declaring themselves in- 

| vested with |#ower to lep * ‘itc for us in all 
i 'ases whats-rpyei : by phindering our seas, 

ravaging our cous’s, burning our towns, 
and destroying the lives of our people; by 
inciting insurrections of our fellow subjects 
vith the allurements of forfeiture and con- 

fiscation; by prompting our negroes to rise 

n a ms among us, those very negroes, 
.vhom hv an inhuman use ot his negative 
ne had refus 'd us permission to exc!»le by 

! ’aw; by endeavoring to bring on the inhabi- 
tants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian 
savages, whose known rule ot warfare is 

an undistinguished destruction ot all ages, 
sexes and conditions of existence; by trans* 

lorting hitherto a large army of foreign 
mercenaries, to complete the work oi death, 
desolation and tyranny, then already be- 

gun with circumstances of cruelty and 

perfidy unworthy the lie id ol a civilized 
nation; by answering our repented petitions 
for redress with n rej>eti?ion of injuries; and 

finally, by abandoning the helm of govern- 
ment, and declaring us out of his allegiance 
and protection: bv which several acts of 
misrtiie, the government of this country, 
as before exorcised under t!io Crown of 
!rreat Britain, was totally dissolved: did. 
tnerefore, having maturely considered the 
•remises, and viewing with great concern 

’he deplorable condition, to which this once 

happy country would oe reduced, unless 

some regular adequate mode of civil polity 
should be speedily adopted, and iu com- 

pliance with the recommendation of the 
General Congress, ordain and declare, a 

form of government of Virginia. 
And whereas the Gener d Assembly or 

Virginia, bv an act passed on the tenth 
day of February, in tlie year of our Lord 
me thousand eight hundred and twenty 
nine, entitled an act to organize a Conven- 
tion, did authorize and provide tor the 
election, bv die people, of Delegates and 

Representatives, to meet and assemble, in 

e eral 1 invention, at th“ Cupit m the 
c,*v of Richmond, on the first M n iav ot 

i )c?nber in the year last afore- t» con- 

sider, discuss and propose a r. w Consti- 
tution or alterations .,nd v>‘ ■ t>nen;p of 
th“ exi-tirg Consfuutioc of I Common- 

<• >i-\ to m an nitte people ami 
to Ih> by them ra* bed or rejected: 

Wc, tneref.re, the t). leg t- s and Re- 
presentatives of the good j»conlt' ot \ ir- 
jinia, elected and in Convent m assem- 

bled, -n pursuance of the said hc! of Assem- 

bly, do submit and propose to ihe jieoplc 
die following amended Constitution and 
Form of Gorvemment for this Common- 
wealth, that is to sav: 

ARTICLE I. 
The Declaration of Rights made on the 

12th June, 1776, by the representatives of 

the good people of Virginia assembled in 
full aud free Convention, which pertained 
to th -m and their posterity, as the basis 
and foundation ot Government; requiring 
in the opinion ot this Convention no amend 
ment. shall be prefixed to this Constitu- 
tion, and have the samn relation thereto as 

it had to the former Constitution of this 
Commonwealth. 

ARTICLE II. 
The Legislative, Executive, and Ju- 

diciary Departments, shall be separate and 
distinct, so that neither exercise the powers 
properly belonging to either of the others, 
nor shall any peison exercise the powers ot 

more than one of them at the same time, 
except that the Justices of the County 
Courts shall be eligible to cither House of 
\ssemblv. 

ARTICLE IIL 1 
1. The Legislature shall be formed of; 

two distinct branches, winch to^uher shall 
be a complete Legislature, and shall bo i 

called the General Assembly of Virginia. 
2. One of these shall be called The 

House of Delegates, and shall consist ot 

one hundred and thirty-four members to be 
chosen, asnually, for and bv the several 
counties, cities, towns and boroughs of the 
Commonwealth; whereof thirty-one Dele- 
gates shail be chosen for and by the twenty 
six counties lying West of the Alleghany, 
mountains, twentv-five for and by the four- 
teen counties lying between the Alleghany 
and Blue Ridge of mountains; forty-two 
for and by the twenty-nine counties lying1 
East of the Blue Ridge of mountains and j 
above tide-water; and thirty-six for and by j 
the counties, cities, towns and boroughs' 
1» iog upon tide water: that is to say: Ot j 
the twenty-six counties lying IV eet of the 

Alleghany, the counties of Harrison, 
Montgomery, Monongalia, Ohio & Wash 
ington, shall each etect two Delegates; 
and the counties of Brooke, C abell, Gray-1 
son, Greenbrier, Giles, Kanawha, Lee,J 
Lewis, Logan, Mason, Monroe, Nicholas, I 
Pocahontas, Preston, Randolph, Russell, j 
Scott, Tazewell, Tyler, Wood and Wythe,' 
shall each el< ct one Delegate. Of the | 
fourteen counties lying between the Alio-] 
glum v and Blue Ridge, the counties of1 
Eredbrick and Shenandoah, shall each 
«‘1**01 Uuee Delegates; the counties of Au 

ga^ta, Berkely, Botetourt, Hampshire, 
Jefferson, Rockingham and Rockbridge, 
shall each elect two Delegates; and the, 

counties ot Alleghany. Bath, Hardy, Mor-j 
g;in and Penuleton, shall each elect ontj 
Delegate. Of the twenty-nine countieii 

lying East of the Blue Ridge, and above | 
tide water, the county <>l Loudoun shall 
elect three Delegates; the counties of AD 

bemarle, lied ford, munswicK, uuciung- 
lnm, Campbell, Culpeper, 1* auquier, 
Franklin, Halifax, Mecklenburg and, 

Pittsylvania, shall each elect two Dele- 
gates; and the counties of Amelia, Am- 

herst. Charlotte, Cumberland, Dinwid- 

dio, Fluvanna, Goochland, Henry Loui- 
sa, Lunenburg, Madison, Nelson, Notto- 

way, Orange. Patrick. Powhutsn and 

Prince Edward, shall each elect oid Dele 

gate. And of the counties, cities, towns 

and boroughs lying ou tide-watir, the 
counties of Accomack and Norfolk, shall 
each elect two Dc eg tes; the counties of 
Caroline, Ches! fin'd. Essex, Fairfax, 
Greensville, Gloucester, Hanojjr, Hen- 

rico, Isle of :g!u, King and Uuctn, Knin 
William, K< ig .George, Narfemond. 
Northumberland, North irr.pfon, Princess 
Anne, P-mce George, Prince Nillinm, 
Southampton, Sjtoiisy! vania, Stafford, 
Sussex. S irrv and Westmoreland, am? 

the city of Richmond, the hoiough or 

Norfolk, and the town of Petersburg, 
shall each elect one Delegate; lie emp- 

ties of I Lancaster and Richnioui, shall 
togeth*- •* cct one Delegate; tbecua lties 

of Mc.ur. ws and Middlesex, elmi' together 
elect one Delegate; the counties «f Eliza 
both Citv and Warwick, shall together 
elect one Delegate; the counties of James 
city & York, and the city of Williamsburg, 
shall togeth. r elect one Delegate; end the 
counties of Now Kent and Charles City, 
shall together elect one Delegate. 

3. The other House of the General As 

sembly shall be called the Senate; sh ill 
consist of thirty-two members, of whom 
thirteen shall be chosen for and by the 

counties lying West of the l»lue Ridge of 

m umains, and nineteen for and by th«* 
counties, cities, towns and boroughs lying 
East therjof. and for the election of whom, 
t counties, cities, towns arid boroughs 
.-.null be divided into 32 districts, as herein 
after provided. Each county of the re- 

spective districts at the tune of the first 
^ ix » *_ rv.i_ 

election ui us ociirgaw i/cic^ov».o .*■<- 

<lei this Constitution, shall vote for one 

Senator; and the Sheriffs or other officers 

holding the election for each county, city, 
town or borough, within five days at fur- 
thest after the last county, city, town or 

borough election in the district, shall meet 

at some convenient place, and from the 

polls so taken m their respective counties, 
cities, towns, or boroughs, return as a 

►Senator the person who shall have the 

greatest number of votes in the whole dis- 
trict. To keep up this Assembly bv rota- 

tion^ the districts sh ill he equally divided 

| into four classes, and numbered by lot. 
At the end of one year after the first gener- 

1 .tl election, the eight members elected by 
the first division shall be displaced, an*. 

I the vacancies thereby occasioned, supplied 
from such class or division by new elec 

! lion in the manner aforesaid. This rota- 

| lion shall bo applied to euch division ac- 

j cording to its number, and continued in 

: due order annually.—And for the election 
| o* Senators, the counties of Brooke, Ohio 
| a.id Tvler, shall form one district: the 

I counties of Monongihn, Preston and 
Randolph, shall form anoilier district: the 
counties of Harrison, Lewis and Wood, 
shall form another district: the couuties of 
Kanawha, Mason, Cabell, L'^gan and 
Nicholas, shall form another district: the 
counties of Greenbner, Monroe, (ides and 
Montgomery, siutl form another district: 
the counties of Tazewell, Wythe and 
Grayson, shall form another di-trict: the 
counties of Washington, Russell, Stott 
and Lee, shall form another district: the 
counties of Berkeley. Morgan and Hamp- 
shire, shall form another district: thecoun- 
ties of Frederick and Jctllrson shall form 
another district: the counties of Shenan- 
doah and f lardy shall form another disiric*: 
the counties of Rockingham and Pendle- 
ton shall form another distric t: the couuties 
of Augusta and Rockbridge shall form an- 

other district: the counties of Alleghany, 
B.tth, Pocahontas and Botetourt, shall 
form another district: the counties of Lou- 
doun and Fairfax shall form another dis- 
trict: the counties of Fauquier and Prince 
Wih iatn shall form another district: the 
counties of Stafford, King George, West- 
moieland, Richmond, Lancaster an>l Nor- 
thumberland, shall form aoother district: 
(he counties of Culpeper, Madison and 
— 

Grange, form another district: the 

counties of Alberrmrre, Nelson and Am- 

herst, shall form another district: the coun- 

ties of Fluvanna, Goochland, Louisa and 
Hanover, shall form another district: the 

counties of SpottsylFania, Caroline and 
Essex, shall form another district: the 

counties of King and Queen, King Wil- 

liam, Gloucester, Matthews and Middle- 
sex, shall form another district: the coun- 

tiea of Accomack, Northampton, Elizabeth j 
t’dv, York and Warwick, and the city of 

Williamsburg, shall form another district: 

the counties of Charles City, James City, 
New Kent .and Henrico, and the city of 

Richmond, shall form another district: the j 
counties of Bedford and Franklin, shall 

form another district: the counties of Buck- 

ingham. Campbell and Cumberland, shall 

lorm another district: the counties of Pat- ] 
rick, Henry and Pittsylvania, shall form! 
another district: the counties of Halifax 

and Mecklenburg, shall form another dis- j 
trict: the counties of Charlotte, Lunenburg, 
Nottoway and Prince Edward, shall form1 
another district: the counties of Amelia, 
Powhatan and Chesterfield, and the town 

of Petersburg, shall form another district: 

the counties of Brunswick, Dinwiddie and 

Greensville, shall form another district: 
the counties ot Isle ot Wight, Prince 

George, Southampton, Surry and Sussex, 
shall form another district: and the coun- 

ties of Norfolk, Nanscmond and Princess! 

Anne, and the borough of Norfolk, shall| 
form another district. 

4. It shall be thC|duty of the Legisla- 
ture, to rc*apporticva onco in ten years, to 

wit: in the year 1811, and every ten years 
thereafter, the reprepsentation ol the coun 

ties, cities, towns and boroughs, oi this 
Commonwealth, in both of the Legislative 
bodies: Provided, however, that the nu :i 

her of Delegates from the aforesaid treat 

districts, and the number of Senators from 
the aforesaid two great divisions, respec- 
tively, shall neither be increased nor di- 
minished by such re-apportionment. And 
when a new county shall hereafter be 
created, or any city, town or borough, not 

now entitled to separate representation in 
the House of Delegates, shall have so in- 
creased in population as to be entitled, in 
the opinion of the General Assembly, to 
such representation, it shall bo tiie duty of 
the General Assembly to make provision by 
law .for securing to the people of such new 

county, or such city, town or borough, an 

adequate representation. And it the ob 

ject cannot otherwise he effected, it shall 
he competent to the General Assembly to 

! rc-apportion the whole representation of the 

[ great district containing such new county, 
or such city, town or borough, within its 
limits; which re-apportionment shall con- 

| rinue m fmee till the next regular decennial 
re-apportionment. 

5. The General Assembly, after the 
year 1811, and at intervals thereafter of 
not !e*a than ten years, shall have autho- 
rity, two-thirds ofeach House concurring, 
u> make re-apportionments of Delegates 
and Senators, throughout the Common- 
wealth, that the number of Delegates 
shall not at any time exceed 150, nor ot 
Senators ft(5. 

(i. The whole number of members to 
which the State may at any time be enti- 
tled in the House of Representatives of the 
Unbed States shall be apportioned as 

nearly a* may t>e amongst me several 

eoimties, cities, boroughs and towns of the 
State, according to their respective num- 

bers, which shall be determined by adding 
to the whole number of free persons, in- 
cluding those bound to service for a term 

of years and excluding Indians not taxed, 
three-fifths of all other persons. 

7. Anv person may be elected a Sena- 
tor who shall have attained to the agn of 

thirty years, nnd shall be actually a resi- 
dent and freeholder within the district, 
qualified by virtue of his freehold to vote 
for members of the General Assembly ac- 

cording to ibis Constitution. And anv per- 
son may bo elected a member o( the House 
of Delegates, who shall have attained the 
age el 25 years, and shall he actually a 

resident and freeholder within the county, 
city, town, borough or election district, 
qualified by virtue of his freehold, to vote 

for members cf the General As lembly ac- 

cording to this Constitution. Provided, 
that all persons holding lucrative offices 
and Ministers of the Gospel and Priests 
of every denomination, shall be incapable 
of being elected members of either House 
of Assembly. 

0. 'Flie members of the Assembly shall 
receive for their service*, a compensation 
to be ascertained by law, and paid out ol 
the public Treasury; but no law iicreas 
ing the compensation of the members shall 
take effort until the next annual session 
after such law shall have been enacted. 
And no Senator and Delegate shall, dur 

mg the term of which he shall have been 

elected, be appointed by any civil office of 

profit under the Commonwealth, which 
shall have been created, or the emolu- 
nmts of which shall have been increased, 
during such term, except such offices as 

nnv be filled by elections by the people. 
9. The General Assembly shall meet 

once or oftener every year. Neither 
House, during the session of the Legisla- 
ture, shall, without *he consent of the other 
adjourn for more than three days, nor to 

1 any other place than that in which the two 
I Houses shall be sitting. A majority ol 
each house shall constitute a quorum to do 

j business; but a smaller number may ad- 

j journ from day to day, and shall be au- 

j tborized to compel the attendance of ab- 
sent members, in such a manner and un- 

der such penalties, as each House may 
provide. And each House shall choose its 
own Speaker, appoint its own officers, set- 
tle its own rule of proceedings, and direct 
writs of election for supplying intermediate 
vacancies. Rut if vacancies shall occur 
bv death or resignation, during the recess 

; of the General Assembly, sacli writ* may 

*bc issued by the Govarftftr, \£nd»t *'*••' 

regulations as nny be prescribed bylaw. 
Each House shall judge of the election, 

qualification and returns of its members, 

may punish its members for disc rderly be- 

haviour, and with the concurrence o " 

thirds, expel a member, but not a j-econ 

time for the same offence. 
10. All laws shall originate in the Hou^e 

of Delegates, to be approved or rejecte y 
the Senate, or to be amended with tire con- 

sent of the House ot Delegate!. 
11. The privilege of the writ of Habeas 

Corpus shall not in any case be suspend- 
ed. The Legislature shall not pass any 

bill of attainder, or any tr post fado\law; 
oranv law impairing the obligation ot con 

tracts; or any law, whereby private proper- 
ty mav be taken for public uses, without 

just compensation; or any law abridging 
the freedom of Speech, or ot the l re>*. 

\o man shall be compelled to frequent or 

support any religious worship, place, or 

ministry whatsoever, nor shall any nmn oo 

enforced restrained, molested orburthened, 
ill his body or goods, or otherwise sutler, 

on account of Ins religious opinions or be- 

lief; but all men shall be free to protess, 
and bv argument to maintain* their opin- 
ions in matters of religion, aad the same 

shall in no wise affect, diminish or enlarge 
their civil capacities.—And tho Legisla- 
ture shall not prescribe any religious test 

whatever; nor confer any peculiar privi- 
leges or advantage* on any one sect or de- 

nomination; nor pass any law requiring or 

authorising any religious society, or the 

people of any district within tbi* Common 

wraith, to levy on themselves or others, 

I any tax for the erection or repair lor any 
house for public worship, or lor the sup 

port of any church or ministry; but it seal. 

t>c left free for every person to select his 

I religious instructor, and to make lor his 

support ftuci. private contract as he shall 

0ICHS6. 

12. The Legislature may provide by 
law that no person slull he capable of hold* 

; ing or being elected t<» anv post of profit, 
I trust or emolument, civil or military, Lo 

i gislative, Executive or Judicial, under me 

Government of this Commonwealth, who 

shall hereafter fight a duel, or send or ac- 

cept u challenge to fight a duel, the pioba- 
hle issue of which may be the death ol the 

challenger or challenged, or who shall boa 

second to either party, or who shall m any 

manner aid or assist in such duel, or who 

(-hall be knowingly t.ie bearer of such chal- 

lenge or acceptance; but no person shall 

he so disqualified by reason of his having 
heretofore fought such duel, or sent or ar- 

cepted bitch challenge, or been second in 

such duel, or bearer of such challenge or 

acceptance. 
13. The Governor, the Judges of the 

Court of Appeals and Superior Courts, and 

all others offending against the State, either 

by mal administration, corruption, neglect 
of duty, or any other high crime or misde- 

meanor, shall be impeachable by the 
House of Delegates, such ira|»eachment 

1 
to be prosecuted before the Senate, which 

! shall have the sole power to try all im- 

: penchments. When sitting for that pur* 
! pose, the Senate shall he on oath or affirm- 
ation: and no person shall be convicted 
without tlie concurrence of two thirds of the 
members present. Judgment, in cases of 

impeachment, shall not extend further than 
to removal from office, and disqualification 
to hold and enjoy an office of honor, trust or 

profit, under the Commonwealth; but 
the party convicted shall nevertheless be 
liable and subject to indictment, trial, 

(judgment and punishment according to 

i law. 
14. Every white male citizen of the 

Commonwealth, resident therein, aged 
twenty-one years and upwards, being qual- 
ified to exercise the right of suffrage ac- 

cording toihe former Constitution and laws; 
and every such citizen, being po^sessod, 
or wlmso tenant for years, at will or at 

sufferance, is possessed of nn estate of 
freehold in land ot the value of twenty-five 

i dollars, Sc so assessed to lx?, if any assess- 

ment thereof bo required by law; and eve- 

I ry such citizen, being possessed ns tenant 
; in common, joint tenant or parcener, of an 

I interest in or share of land, and having an 

estate of freehold therein, such interest or 

share being the value of twenty-five dollars, 
and so assessed to be, if any assi'ssment 
thereof lx; required by law*; and every such 
citizen being entitled to a reversion or v»*s- 

ted remainder in fee, expectant on an es- 

| tale for lifoor lives, in land of the valuo of 
fiftv dollars, and so assessed to be. if any 
assessment thereof lie required by law; 
each and every such citizen, unless his 

title shall have con.e to him by descent, 
d.ivisc. marriage or marriage-settlement, 
having lx?cn so possessed or entitled for 

| «*x month*;) and every such citizen, w ho 
j ahn'1 own and b*? himself in actual occu- 

j pation of a leasehold estate, with tlurevi 
dence of t.tle recorded two months before 
he shall offer to vote, of a term originally 
not less than five years, of the annual val 
uo or rent of twenty dollars, and every 
Buch citi2en, who for twelve morrhs next 

preceding hn* been a house.keejHT «cd 
head of a famHy within the countv, city, 

1 town, borough or election district where he 

j shall ofior to vote, and shall havo been as- 

sessed with a part of the revenue of the 

J Commonwealth within the prec eding year, 
and actually paid the same—and no other 

(persons—shall he qualified to voto for 
mern!»ers of the General Assembly in the 
county, city, town ot borough, respectively 
wherein such land shall lie, or such house 
keeper and head of a family shall five. 
And in case of two or more tenants in 

common, joint tenants or parceners, in 
possession, reversion or reminder, hav- 
ing interest in land, the value whereof 
«hall be insufficient to entitle them all to 

vote, tliey shall togetliar have as many 
votes as the value of the land shall entitle 
them to; and the Legislature shall by law 
provide the rn*ie in which thou vote or 

votes shall in Sbeh cases tie giver.: pr 
ed, nevertheless, that the right of lujr'* 
shall not be exercised bv any person ^ 
sound mind, of who shall be a ps 

** 

or a non-commissioned officer, soldier ^ 
man or marine, in the service of the 1 
ted States, or bv any person convict 
any infamous offence. 

15. In all elections in this Con^ 
wealth, to any office or place ofb. 
honor or profit, the votes shall b> ^ 
openly, or viva vice, and not bv 1^, 

ARTICLE IV. 
1. Tlic Chief Executive power ofc 

Commonwealth, shall be vested inj(Kf 
crtior, to be elected by joint vetc f| 
two Houses of the General AsscniVy ^ 
shall hold his office, during i!:e t«t 
three years, to commence on the firsts 
of January r.ext succeeding hisebW 
or on such other day, as may from ^ 
to tmie, be prescribed bv law; and iw v.. 

be ineligible tr that office, fortho*^, 
nuvt after his term of service shall bTfn 
pired. 

2. No person shull be eligible tn tj^ 
fiee of Governor, unless he shall bit. 
tained the age of thirty years, 
native citizen o( the United States, ojv, 
have been n citizen thereof at the ad f 
of the Federal Coost tution, andsWl^ 
been a citizen of tins Oon'monwealtJi jj 
five years next preceding hio elector.. 

3. The Governor shall rccoivi tor ^ 
services a compensation to l« fixed 
law, winch shall bo neither increased tx 
diminished, during his continuance 
ficc. 

4. He shall take carp that the Imb 
faithfully excutodf shall communicate to. 

legislature, at every session, the cor 

fton of the Commonwealth, and 
mend to their consideration such nr«w, 
ns he may deem expedient lie •hallli 
Commander-in-chief of the land and nanj 
forces of the State. lie shall have w*# 

to embody the militia, w hen in hisopiaiv 
the public safety shall require it; toe* 
vone the Legislature, on application^ 
majority of the members of the Home s 

j Delegate*, or when, in his opinion, tl* » 

! forest of the Commonwealth may retpip 
it; to grout reprieves or pardon*, rirq) 
whore (he prosecution shall have beener 
ried on by the House of Delegates, or it 
law shill otherwise particularly direct;b 
conduct, cither in person, or in utirha* 
tier as shall he prescribed by law, all hub 

course with other nnd foreign States: Hf 

during the recess of the Legislature, tot] 

pro Import, all vacancies in those offo* 
which it may tie the duty of the Lej»» 
lure to fill permanently: Provided, the!* 

appointment to such vacancies shall lei* 
commissions to expire at the end ol tit 
next succeeding session of the GeneralAi* 
semhly. 

5. ITiere shall bo a Council ol State,! 
consist of three members, any oncormui 

of whom may act.—-They shall be duett 

by joint vote of both I louses of the lif«n 

Assembly, nnd remain in office tin* y«a 
Hut of those first elected, one. to be 
naled by lot, shall remain in otljce fortt 

yoar only, and one other, to be rksignud 
in like rr^nner, shall remain in ofixi 
two years only. Vacancies occuring* 
expiration of the term of service, or oW* 

wise, shall be supplied by elections id'm 
manner. The Governor, shall beftft b 

exercises any discretionnry power cm)* 

red on him by the Constitution antl im 

require the advice of the Council ol 

Which advice sliall be registered in b o 

kept for the pur;<ose, s:gr-cd by the ar» 

bers present and consenting therein,l- 
laid before the General Assembly * * 

railed for by them,—The Council 

appoint their ow n Clerk, who shall t* 
an oath to keep secret such matter* 
ahall lie ofdered by tbe board to woov 

The Senior Councillor shall be Lieulr®" 
Governor, nnd in case of the death. ■», 

nation, inability or absence of the 
nr from the seat of Government, sha. * 

as Governor. 
6. The manner of appointing /j 

officers shall he provided for by !»*■ 

no officer below the rank of a H''£J *: 

General shall he appointed by the *'» 

Assembly. 
7. Commissions and grants «w r-f* 

the name of the Commonwealth of 
ia, and hear te9tc by the Governor, * 

the seal of the Commonwealth anne^ 

ARTICLE V. 
1. The Judicial power s-hall be *f* V 

a Supreme Court of Appeal** »n sU 
^ 

perior Courts, us the Legislator ma-' 
j, 

time to time ordain and establish. ^ 

Judges thereof, in the County f 
in justices of the Peace. TheLg*j“^ 
may also vest such jurisdiction a* *_ 
deemed necessary in l'orpuration 
and in the Magistrates who inavfc\t 
the corporate body. Tbe jurist' 1 

^ 
these tribunals, and of the J’tdjf* 
shall be reguktod by law. I’h® 
the Cupreine Court of Appeals, 
Superior Courts, shall bold ^ 
during good behaviour, or until rf,1f 

the manner prescribed in thu * 
^ 

i nod shall, at the same time, bold 
^ 

J office, appointment or public tnwb^V 
acceptance thereof by eiilier o! d*'9 

j vacate his Judicial office. u 

2. Xo law abolishing nny ( 

lie construed to deprive n ^ 
^ 

his office, unless two thirds oft1''* ^ 
of each House present concur in * 

* 

sing thereof; hut the Legwhhirc nj* 
sign other Judicial duties to tbe .,J 

the Courts abolished by any Is* * 
f, 

by le*s than two-thirds of the n,e< 

each House present. v Zu#*9 
3 'Aid present Judg‘d t‘l<’ 

pyt 
Court of Appeals, of 
and tbe Superior Courts ofCbat^’ < # 

remain in office utitil the terniu* 
session of the first Is-gtsla'u.e * 

der this Constitution* and nolaog^* j 
4. The Judjrcs of tbeSuprem* i 

Appeal* and of the Supscior ***‘‘1 
^ 


