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This day the President of the Lined States 

transmitted to both Houses of Congress the 

following : 

MESSAGE. 
Fellow Citizens of the Senate 

and House of Representatives: 
Many causes unite to make your present 

meeting peculiarly interesting to our constitu- 
«Ls. The operation of our laws, on the vari- 
ous subjects to which they apply, with the a- 

mendrnents which they occasionally require, 
imposes, annually, an important duty on the 

Representatives of a free people. Our system 
has happily advanced to such maturity, that V 
?m not aware that your cares, in that respect, 
tvill be augmented. Other causes exist which 
are highly interesting to the whole civilized 
World, and to no portion of it more so, in cer- 

tain views, than to the United States. Of 
these causes, and of their bearing on the inter- 
ests of our Union, I shall communicate the sen- 

timents which I have formed, with that free- 
dom vyhich a sense of duty dictates It is prop- 
er, hotvever, to invite your attention, in the 
first instance, to those concerns respecting 
which legislative provision is thought to be 

particularly urgent. 1 

On the 24th of June last a convention of 

.navigation and commence was concluded, in 
this city bet ween the United States France, 
bv ministers duly authorized for the purpose. 
The sanction of the Executive having been 

given to this convention under a conviction 
that, taking all its stipulations into view, it rest- 
ed essentially on a basis of reciprocal and eq.ml 
advantage, 1 deemed it my duty, m compli 
juice with the authority vested in the Execu 
tiv e, by the second section of the act of the last 
session, oftheGth May, concerning navigation, 
to suspend, by proclaim ition, until the end of 
the next session of Congress, the operation of 
the act, entitled “An act to impose a new ton- 

*»nageduty on French ships & \essds, and tor 
“other purposes/* aod to suspend, likewise, all 
other duties on French vessels,or thegoodsim. 
ported in them, which exceeded the duties on 

American vessels, and on similar goods impor- 
ted in them. 1 shall submit this convention 
forthwith to the Senate for its advice and con- 
sent as to the ratification. 

Since yo :r last session, the prohibition 
which had been imposed on the commerce be- 
tween the United States and the British colo- 
nies, m the West /ndies and on this continent, 
lias likewise been removed. Satisfactory evi- 
dence having been adduced, that the ports of 
those colonies had been opened to the vessels of 
the United States by an act of the British Par- 
liament, bearing date on the 24th of June last, 

x. on the conditions spe ified therein, I deemed 
proper, in compliance with the provision of 

the tirst section of the act of the last session a 

bove recited, to declare, by proclamation, 
bearing date on the 24th of August last, that 

the ports of the United States should thencefor- 
•Ward. and until the end of the next session of 
Congress, be open to the vessels of Great Bri- 
tain employed in that trade, under the limita- 
tion specified in that proclamatiou. 

A doubt was entertained whether the act of 
Congress applied to the British colonies on 

this continent, as well as to those in the West- 
indies; but, as the act of Pat liament opened the 

l intercourse equally with both, and it was the 
manifest intention of Congress, as well as the 
obvious policy of the United States, that the 

provision* of the act of Pari ament should be 
met, in equal extent, on the part of the United 
Stales, and as also, the act of congress was 

supposed to vest in the President some disore 
lion in the execution ot it. 1 thought it advisa. 
bleto give it a corresponding construction. 

onooiU the constitutional sanction ot inc de. 
nate be given to the ratification of the couven. 
tion with France, legislative provision will be 
necessary to carry it fully into effect, as it like- 
wise will be to continue in force, on such con 

ditions as may be deemed just and proper, the 
intercourse w hich has been opened between the 
ti. States ffethe British colonies. Every light 
in the possession of the Executive, will, in due 
iime, be communicated on both subjects. 

{vesting essentially on a basis of reciprocal 
and equal advantage, it has been the object of 
the Executive, in transactions with other 
powers, to meet the propositions of each with a 

liberal spirit, believing that thereby the inter- 
est of our country would be most effectually 
promoted. This course has been systameti. 
cally pursued in the late occurrences with 
France and Great Britain, and in strict accord 
with the views o; the legislature. A confident 
hope is entertained, that by the arrangement 
tnus commenced with each, all differences re 

specting navigation and commerce with the 
dominions in question, will be adjusted, and 
a solid foundation be laid ‘or an active and per- 
manent intercourse, which will prove equally 
advantageous to both parties. 

'l’he decision of His imperial Majesty the 
Emperor of Russia, on the question submitted 
to him bv the United States and Great Britain, 
concerning the construction of the first Arti 
cle of the Treaty of Ghent, has been received. 
A Convention has since been concluded be. 
tween the parties, under the mediation of His 
Imperial Majesty, to prescribe the mode by 
Which that Article shall be carried into efiect, 
In conformity with that decision. I shall sub 
fliit this convention to the Senate for its ad. 
vice and consent, as to the ratification, and, if 
obtained, shall immediately bring the subject before Congress, for such provisions as may 
require the interposition of the Legislature. 

In compliance with an Act of the last Session ; 

a Territorial Government has been establish, 
ed in Florida, on the principles of our system. 
By this Act, the inhabitants are secured in the 
full enjoyment of their rights and liberties, and 
to admission into the Union, with equal partici- 
fi.ion id the Government with the original 

tales, on the condition heretofore prescribed to other Territories. By a clause in the ninth 
Article of the Treaty with Spain, by which 

territory was ceded to the United States 
stipulated that satisfaction shall be made 

; hr the injuipes, if toy, which, by process ot 

law, shall bC established to have been suffered, 
by the Spanish officers, and individual Span- 
ish inhabitants, by the 'ate operations of our 

troops in Florida. No provision having yet 
been made, to'carry that stipulation into effect, 
it is submitted to the consideration of Congress 
whether it will not be proper to vest the com- 

petent power in the District Court at Pensa. 

cola, or in Some tribunal, to be specially or- 

ganized for the purpose. 
The fiscal operations of the year have 

been more successful than had been anti- 
cipated at the commencement of the last 
$e«sion ot congress. 

The receipt# into the Treasury during 
, the three first quarters of the year, have 
exceeded the sum of fourteen millions se- 

ven hundred & forty five thousand dollars. 
The payments made at the Treasury dur- 
ing the same period have exeeded twelve 
millions two hundred & seventy nine thou 
sand dolUrs;leaving in the Treasury on the 
30th day of Sept last, (idcluding one 

million one hundred and sixty eight thous- 
*nd five hundred and ninety two dollars 
and twenty four cents, which were in the 
Treasury on the 1st day ot Jan. last) a 

sum exceeding four millions one hundred 
and twenty eight thousand dollars. 

Besides discharging all demands for the 
current service of the year, including the 
interest and reimbursement of the public 
debt, the six per cent- stock ot 1796, a- 

mounting to 1)80,000, has been redeemed. 
It is estimated that, after defraying the 
current expenses of the present quarter, 
and redeeming the two millions of 6 per 
cent, stock of 1820, there will remain in 
the Treasury, on the first day ot January 
next, nearly three millions of dollars. It 
is estimated that the gross amount of duties 
which have been secured from the first ot 

January to the 30th of September last, has 
exceeded nineteen millions five hundred | 
thousand dollars, and the amount for the j 
whole year will probably not fall 6hort ot 

twenty three millions of dollars. 
Ol the actual force in service under the ; 

present military establishment, the posts at 

wnicb it is stationed, and the condition ot 
each post, a report from the Secretary ot 

War, which is now communicated, will, 
give a distinct idea. By like reports, the 
sut** of the Academy at West Point will 

be seen, as well as the progress which has 
been made in the Fortifications along the 
coast, and at the National Armories and 
Arsenals. 

The position on the Kea ritver, ql mai 

at tbe Sauli of St. Marie, are the only new 

posts that have been taken. These posts, 
with those already occupied in the interior 
are thought to be well adapted to the pro- 
tection of our frontiers. All the force, not 

placed in the garrisons along the coast, & 

in the ordnance depots, and indispensa- 
bly necessary there, is placed on the fron- 
tiers. 

Tbe organization of the several corps 
Composwgthe army, is such as to admit its 

expansion to a great extent, in caseol em- 

ergency, the officers carrying with them all 
the light which they possess to the new 

corps, to which they might be appointed 
With the organization of the staff, there 

is equal cau^e to be satisfied. By the con- 

centiation of every branch* with its chief 
in this city, in the presence of the Depart 
ment, and with** grade in the chief mtlba 

ry station, to keep alive and cherish a ini 
Iirar> "spirit, the greatest promptitude '.n 

the execution of orders, with the greatest 
economy and efficiency, are secured. 1 he 

same view 19 taken of the Military Acade- 

my. Good order is preserved in it, and! 
the youth are well instructed in every sci- 

ence connected with the great objects of ( 

the Institution. They are also well rain- 
ed and disciplined in tbe practical parts ol 

the profession. It has always been found 
difficult to control tbe ardor inseparable, 
from that early age, in such manner as to 

give it a proper direction T he rights ot 

manhood are too often claimed, premature 
ly. in pressing which too lar, the respect 
which is due to age, and the obedience 
necessary to a course of study and instruc- 

tion, in every such institution, aie some- 

times lost sigh* ot. The great object to be 
accomplished is ’he restraint ol that ardor, 
by such wise regulations and government, 
as, by directing all the energies of the 
youfblnl mind to the attainment ot useful 
know.edge, will ko p it within a just sub 
ordination, and at the same time elevate 
it to the highest purpoes- This object 
seems to be essentially obtained in this in-1 
stiiution, and with great advantage to the 
Union. 

I The Military Academy forms the basis 
in regard to science, on w hich the Military 
establishment tests. It lurnishes annually,- 
alter due examination* and on the report 
o! the Academic Staff many well informed 
youths, to fill the vacancies which occur 

iti the several corps of the army, while o- 

thers. who retire to private life, carry with 
them such attainments, as. under the right 
reserved to the several states to appoint 
the officers is: to train the Militia, will ena- 

ble them, by affording a wider field for se- 

lection, to promote the great object Ot the 
power vested in Congress, of providing 
tor the organizing, arming, and disciplin- 
ing the Militia Thus, by the mutual and 
harmonious co-operation of the two go- 
vernments in the execution of a power di- 
vided between them, an object always to 
be cherished, the attainment ot a great re- 

sult, on which our liberties may depend, 
cannot tail to be secured l have to add, 
that, ir. proportion as our regular force i*j 
small, should the instruction and discip- j 
line of the Militia, the great resource on j 
nh ch we rely, bo pushed to ibe utmost 
extent that circumstances will adniit 

A report Iroin the Secretary of the Navy j 
will communicate the progress which has j 
been made in the construction of vessels | 
of war, with other interesting detail?, res-1 
pecting the actual state of the affairs ot that 

department. It has been tound necessary 
for the protection ot our commerce, to 

maintain the usual squadrons on the Medi- 
terranean, the Pacific and along the At- 
lantic coast, extending the cruizes of the 
iaMer into ibe ^ est Indies, where piracy 
organized into a system,ha9 preyed on the 

Commerce of every country trading thither. 
A cruize has also been maintained on the 
Coast of Africa, when the season would 
permit for the suppression of the Slave 
Trade ; and orders have been given to the 
commanders of all our public ships, to 

seize our own vessels, should they find 
any engaged in that trade, and to bring 
them in tor adjudication, 

Ir* the West-Indies pricy is of recent 
date, which may explain the cause why 
other powers ht«t not combined against 
it. By the docdfeenfs communicated, it 
will be seen that the efforts of the United 
States to suppress it, have had a very salu- 
tary effect. The benevolent provision of 
the act, under which the protection has 

been extended alike to the commerce ot 

other nations, cannot fail to be duly ap- 
preciated by them. i 

In compliance with the act of the last 
session entitled “ An act to abolish the U- 
nited States Trading Establishments,” a- 

gents were immediately appointed and 
instructed, under the direction of the Se- 

cretary of the Treasury, to close the bu- 
siness of the trading houses among the In- 
dian tribes, and to senle the accounts ol 

the lactors and -ub-fac-ors engaged in that 
trade, and to execute, in alt other respects, 
the injunctions of tbu act, n. the mode 

prescribed therein- A final report of their 

proceedings shall h- communicated to 

Congress as soon as it ts received. 
It is with great r^rpt I have to state 

that a serious mala tv has deprived us of 
many valuaWe citizens at F’ensacola, and 
checked the progress of some ot those ar- 

rangements which are important to the 
territory, Thu effect lias been sensibly 
felt in respect to the Indians who inhabit 
that territory, consisting of the remnants 
ol several tribes who occupy the middle 
ground between St Augustine and Pensa- 
cola, with extensive claims, but undefined 
boundaries Although p*-ace is preserved 
with those Indians, yet their position and 
claims tend essentially to interrupt the in- 
tercourse between the eastern and western 

parts of the territory* on which our inha- 
bitants aie principally settled. It is es- 

sential to the growth and prosperity of 
the territory as well as to the intercourse 
of the union, that these Indians should be 
removed, by special compact with them, 
to some other position, or concentrated 
ivithin narrower limits where they are.— 

With the limited means in the power ol 
the Executive, instructions were given to 

the governor to accomplish this object, so 

far a9 it might be practicable, which was 

prevented bv the distressing malady re- 

ferred to. To carry it fully into effect in 
either mode, additional funds will be ne- 

cessary, to the provision ot which the pow- 
ers of Congress alone are competent. 
With a view to such provision as may 
be deemed proper, the subject is submit- 
ted to your consideration, and in the inte- 

rim, further proceedings are suspended. 
it appearing that so much of the act, 

entitled “ An act regulating the staff of the 
army,” which passed on the 14th April, 
1818, aB relates to the commissariat, will 
expire in April next, and the practical o- 

perationol that department having evinced 
i its great utility, the propriety of its re- 

newal is submitted to your consideration. 
The view which has been taken of the 

probable productiveness ol the lead mines, 
connected with the importance of the ma- 

terial to the public defence, makes it ex- 

pedient that they should be managed with 

peculiar care. It is therefore suggested 
whether it will not comport with the pub- 
lic merest »o provide by law lor the ap- 
pointment of an agent skilled in mineral- 
ogy, to superintend them, under the direc- 
tion of the proper department. 

It is understood that the Cumberland 
road, which was constructed at a grea' 
expense, has already suffered Irom the 
want of that regular superintendence, and 
of those repairs, which are indispensable 
to the preservation of such a work. 'This 
road is of incalculable advantage, in laci- 
litating the intercour-e between the wes- 

tern and the atlantic states. Through it, 
the whole country from the northern ex- 

tremity of Lake Erie to the Mississippi, 
and trom all the waters which empty into 

each, finds an easy and diiect communica- 
tion to the seat ol government, and thence 
to the Atlantic. The facility which it af- 
fords to ail military and commercial ope- 
rations, and also to tho3e of the post office 
department, cannot be estimated too high- 
ly. This great work is likewise an orna- 

ment, and an honor to the nation Believ- 
ing that a competent power to adopt and 
execute a system of internal improvement 

i has not been granted to Congress, tut that 
cuch a power, confined to great national 
purposes, and with proper limitations, 
would be productive ot eminent advan 
tage to our union, I have thought it advi- 
sable that an amendment of the consli'u 
tion, to that effect, should be recommend- 
ed to the several states. A bill which as- 

sumed the right to adopt and execute such 
a system having been presented for my 
signature, at trie last session, t was com 

pelled, from the view which I had taken 
of the powers of the general government, 
to negative it, on which occasion I tho't it 
proper to comnuinicaie the sentiments 
which I had formed, on mature considera- 
tion, on the whole subject, lo that com- 

munication, in ah the views in which the 
great interest to which it relates, may be 
supposed to merit your attention, 1 have 
now to refer. Should congress, howev- 
er, deem it improper to recommend such 
an amendment, they have, according to 

my judgment, the right to keep the 
road in repair, by providing for the su- 

perintendence ot it, and appropriating 
the money necessary for repairs. Sure- 
ly, if they had the right to appropriate 
money to make the road, they have a 

right to appropriate it to prefer*e the road 
from ruin From the exercise of. this 
power no danger is fo be apprehended — 

Under our happy system, the people are 

the sole and exclusive fountain of power. 
Each government originates from them, 
and to them alone, each to its proper con- 

stituents, are they respectively and solely 
responsible, for the faithful discharge of 
their duties, within tbeir constitutional li- 
mits. And that the people will confine 
their public agents, ot every station to the 
strict line ot their constitutional duties, 
there is no cause to doubt. Having, how- 
ever communicated my sentiments to Con- 
gress, a! the last session, fully, in the do- 
cument to which 1 have referred, respect- 
ing the right of appropriation, as distinct 
from the right ot jurisdiction and?sovereigtr 
ty over the territory in question, 1 deem 
it improper to enlarge on the subject here. 

From the best information that 1 have 
been able to obtain, it appears that our 

Manufactures though depressed immedi- 
ately? Iter Ihe Peace, have considerably 
increased* and are still increasing, uaderf 

tbe encouragement given Hera by the ta- 
riff ot 18J6, and by subsequent^laws. Sa- 
tisfied, I am, whatever may be the ab- 
stract doctrine in lavbr ot unrestricted 
commerce, provided ail nations would 
concur in it, and it was not liable to be 

interrupted by war, which has never oc- 

curred, and cannot be expected that 
there are other strong reasons aj pbcablt 
to our situation, and relations with other 

countries, which impose on us the obliga- 
tion to cherish and sustain our manufac- 
tures Satisfied, however, 1 likewise am, 
that the interest ot every part ol our U- 
nion, even ol those mbst benetitted by 
manufactures, requires that this subject 
should be touched with the greatest cau- 

tion, and a critical knowledge ol the et- 

fect to be produced by the slightest 
change. On lull consideration ol the 
subject,in all its relations,l am persuaded, 
that a further ougmentation may now be 
made of the duties on certian foreign ar- 

ticles, in lavor ol our own, and without af- 

fecting injuriously, any other interest* For 
i. ore precise details, l reler you to the 
communications which were made to 

Congress during the last Session. 
So great was the amount ot accounts for 

monies advanced during the late war,in ad- 
dition toothers ol a previous date, which, 
n the r gular operdtions of the goverun l, 

I necessarily remained un-ettled, that it re- 

quired a considerable leog h ot time lor 
their adjustment By a report Ironi tbe F/ist 
Comptroller ot tire Treasury, it appears 
that, on the 4th ot March, 1817, tne ac 

counts then unsettled amounted to one 

hundred and three millions sixty-eight 
thousand eight hundred and seventy-six 
dollars and forty one cents ol which on 

the 3otb of September ol tbe present year 
ninety-three millions one hundred and 
seventy-five thousand three hundred ami 

ninety-six dollars and fifty-six cents had 
been settled} leaving on that day a bal- 
ance unsettled of nine millions eight hun- 
dred and ninety- three thousand lour hun- 
dred and seventy-nine dollars and eighty 
five cents. Thai there have been drawn 
from (he Treasury, in paying the public 
debt, and sustaining the Government in 

i all its operations and disbursements, since 

| the 4th of March, 1817, one hundred end 
fifty-seven millions one hundred «V ninety- 
nine thousand three hundred and eighty 
dollars and ninety-six cents, the accounts 
for which have been settled to the amount 

! ol one hundred and thirty-seven millions 
five hundred and on* thousand lour hun- 
dred and fifty one dollars 4* twelve cents: 
leaving a balance unsettled ol nineteen 
millions six hundred and ninety-seven 
thousand nine hundred and. twenty-nine 
dollars and eighty-lour cents. Forpre- 
cise details respecting each ol these bal- 
ances, I refer to the report of the Comp- 
troller, and the documents which accom- 

pany it. 
From this view, it appears that our 

commercial ditferences with France and 
Great Britain have been placed in a train 
of amicable arrangement, on conditions 
fair and honorable, in both instances, to 
each party; that our finances are in a vtry 
productive state; our revenue being at 

present fully competent to all the demands 
upon it; that our military force is well or- 

ganized in all its branches, and capable of 
rendering the most important service, in 
case of emergency, that its number wili 
admit ol;tbai due progress has been made, 
under existing appropriations, in the con- 
struction ot fortifications and in the opera- 
tions of the ordnance department; that 
due prog e-s has, in like manner, been 
made in the construction of ships of war; 
that our navy is in ihe best condition, lelt 
and respected, in every sea in which it is 
employed for the protection oi our com- 

merce; that our manufactures have aug- 
mented in amount, and improved in quaIi- 
ty; that great progress has beer, made in 
the settlement ol accoun s, and in the re- 

covery ot the balances due by individuals; 
and, that the utmost economy is secured 
and observed, in every department ol the 
administration. 

Other objects will likewise cl&im your 
attention, because, Irom the station which 
the United States hold, as a member ol the 
great community of nations, they have 
rights to maintain, duties to perlorm, and 
dangers to encounter. 

A strong hope was entertained that 
peace would, ere this, have been'con- 
cluded, between .cp«in and the 1. depei*» 
dent Government? south of the U. States 
in this hemisphere. Long experience 
having evinced the competency of those 
governments, to maintain the indepen- 
dence which they had declared, it was 

presumed, that the considerations which 
induced their recognition by the United 
States, would have had equal weight with 
other Powers, and that Spain her-elt, 
yielding to those magnanimous feelings ot 
which her history furnishes so many exam 

pies, would have terminated, on that basis, 
a controversy so unavailing, and at the 
same time, so destructive. VVe still 
cherish the hope, that this result will not 

long oe postponed. 
Sustaining our neutral position, and 

allowing to each party, while the war 

continues, equal rights, it is incumbent 
on the U. States to claim of each, with 

equal rigor, the faithful observance ot 
our rights.according to the well known 
law7 of nations. From each, therefore, 
a like co-operation is expected in the 

suppression of the piratical practice 
which has grown out of this war, and 
of blockades of extensive coasts on 

both seas, which considering the small 
force employed to sustain them, have 

| not the slightest foundation to rest on. 

Europe is still unsettled, and altbo’ 
the war long menaced between Russia 
and Tur ev, ha6 not broken out, th'ere 
is no certainty that the differences be- 
tween those powers will be amicably 
adjusted. It is impossible to look to 

the oppressions of the country, respect- 
ing which those differences arose, with- 
out being deeply affected. The men- 

tion cf Greece fills the mind with the 
most exalted sentiments, and arouses 

in our bosoms the beatfeelingsof which 
onr nature is susceptible. Superior 
skill and refinement in the arts, heroic 
gallantry in action, disinterested patrio 
tiara* enthusiastic zeal and devotion in 

favor of public and personal R„, 
are associated with our recoils,. 
ancient Greece. That such •, 

0I“* oI 
should have been overwhelmed "and7 long hidoen, as it were from tl * ,** 
under a gloomy despotism, has fa,/ cause of unceasing and deep lf 

' * 

generous minds tor ages past u 
* 

natural, therefore, that the re-app^' ance of those people, in their oiioL J character, contending in fav0r 0f h 
* 

liberties, should produce that great citement and sympathy in their1 fav which have been sp^sigually disnl^i 
throughout the U. States, a |J ^ 

hope is entertained that these r.eoH5 will recover their independence 
resume their equal statiou amoiio k 
nations of the earth. c *e 

A great effort has been made in Sn 1 

and Portugal to improve the condit?'1* of the people, and it must be very 
° 

soling to all benevolent minds 
the extraordinary moderation 
which it has been conducted. rpj t- 
may promote the happiness of both^i " 

tions, is the ardent wish of this w} 
&% 

people, to the expression of vthich 
°^ 

coniine ourselves; tor, whatever 
be the feelings or sentiments, vl.id,/ 
very individual unde, our gbvernmmt 
lias a right to indulge and express, it j, 
nevertheless a satied maxim, equallv with the government and people, t}^ 
the destiny of every independent nation 
in what relates to such improvement 
of right belongs, and ought to be left’ 
exclusively to themselves. 

Whether we reason from the late 
wars,or from those menacing symptom* 
which now appear in Europe, it jg 
nifeat, that, it a convulsion shculu take 
place in any of those countries, it vvilf 
proceed from causes which have 
no existence, and are utterly unknown 
in these States, in which there is but 
one order, that of the people, to whom 
the sovereignty exclusively belong.— 
Should war break out in any ol those 
countries, w ho can foretell the extent 
to which it may be carried, or the de. 
eolation which it may spread? Exempt 
as we are from these causes, our inter* 
nal tranquility is secure ; and, cutset 
as we are from the troubled scene,and 
faithful to just principles, in legard to 
other powers, we might reasonably 
presume, that we should not be molest- 
ed by them. This, however, ought 
not to becalculated uponas certain IV 
provoked injuries are often inflicted <j 
even the peculiar felicity of our situa- 

! lion, might, with some, be a cause for 
excitement and aggitssion. The his 
tory of the late wars in Europe fur- 
nishes a complete demonstration, that 
no system ol conduct, however correct 
in principle, can protect neutral pow- 
ers from injury, from any party; that 
a defenceless position, and distinguish- 
ed love of peace, are the surest invita- 
tion* to war: and that there is no way 
to avoid it, other than by being always 
prepared, and willing, lor just cause, 
to meet it. If there be a people oo 

earth, w hose more especial duty it is, 
to be at all times prepared to defend 
the rights with which they are blessed, 
and to surpass all others, in sustaining 
the necessary burthens, and in submit- 

ting to sacrifices, to make such piepa- 
rations, it is undoubtedly the people ol 

these states. 

When we see that a civil war of the 

most frightful character, rages from 
the Adriatic to the Black Sc*; that 

strong symptoms of war appear in o- 

I her parts, proceeding from causes, 

which, should it break out,may become 

general, and be of long duration ; that 

the war still continues between Sp*lu 
and the Independent Government*,her 
late provinces, in this hemisphere, that 

it is likewise menaced between Portu- 

gal and Brazil, in consequence of th* 

attempt of the latter to dismember -• 

self from the former ; and that a *)** 
tern of piracy, of-great extent, is 
tained in the neighboring seas. !c | 
will require equal vigilance ar»daecism^ 
to suppress it, the reasons for 

ing the attitude which we now hold,*n 
for pushing forward all our rneafUrel * 

defence with the utmost vigor, 2pPe*r 
to me to acquire new force. 

The United S ates owe to the wortt 

a great example, and, by means inert 

of, to the cause of liberty and liun^'1 

tv. a generous support. They h»v? 
far succeeded, to the »atie!action c 

virtuous and enlightened ol every c0^ 
try. There is no reason to dcubt, 
their whole movement will be rf? * 

ted by a sacred regard to princip e- 

our institutions being founded on 

basis. The ability to support our 

cause, under any trisl to which 1 

be exposed, is t i e great Point on "“eea 
the public solicilud 1 rests. It 1 

often charged against free govern® n 

that they have neither the loresV ’fel. 
the virtue, to provide at the pr°P tjiejf 
son, for great emergencies ; 1 iU 

-ye 
course is improvident and fXP t 

that war will always find th*n’ ,sF„,i- 
pared, and whatever may be 

.j ^ 
ties, that its terrible warning* ^ 

disregarded and forgotten 
peace returns. I have 1 

, tb« 
that this charge, so far V ac 

United States, will be shewn to W 

’terly destitute oHrutin 
m()^b0E. 

Wnfhinstnn. December 

“““mAltliIHIJ; .. 
merchant, to *•*#“*£%*£&*-' 
desl daughter of Wm. Bar''* 

oi this piaee. •> 


