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FRIDAY MORNING, JULY 24, 184G. 

Communication. 

PUBLIC MEETING IN FAIRFAX, VA. 
Th© circumstance having been commented 

upon, by various papers, that the requisition upon 

Virginia for V olunteers had been slowly respond- 
ed to, a public meeting of the democratic party, 
in accordance with public notice, was held at 

Fairfax Court House, on the 20th July, that be- 

ing court day. Upon motion of Capt. John Pow- 

ell,Col. Silas Burk© was called to the Chair, and 

Capt. G. W. Millan appointed Secretary. 
MajorS. L. Lewis proceeded to show, in de- 

tail, that the Uio Grande is the true boundary 
between Mexico and the United States, as shown 

by history, treaties, and the opinions of states- 

men—that the existing war had beeo produced 
by the aggressions of Mexico alone, and by no 

overt act, either direct or indirect, on the part of 

the United States; and offered the following pre- 
amble and resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted: 

Whereas, It is now reduced to a certainty that 
the collision of arms between the United States 
and Mexico, is brought to a crisis, that impera- 
tively demands the aid of every patriot to pro- 
tect our invaded rights and national honor, and 

guarantee that peace and prosperity so essential 
to the existence of our Republic. 

The question is not who is Whig or Democrat, 
but who is not a patriot, and ready to rally a- 

round his country’s standard, to defend sacred 
rights that have been trampled upon by a haughty, 
treacherous, and insolent foe, through a long 
succession of years. 

Having aided Mexico to establish herself among 
thenationsof the earth, we regarded her with 
fostering care and partial eye, until her encroach- 
ments became intolerant, and we were compel- 
led by the demands of justice and national honor 
to require satisfaction, for the numerous insults 
to tur national Hag, and millions of spoliations 
upon our citizens, which was evaded from time 
to time with fair and insidious promises, under 
solemn treaties, until mildness ceased to be a 

virtue, and forbearance, under continued and in- 
creasing insults and indignities, was regarded as 

evidence of our cowardice and imbecility. 
At length one of th© Mexican provinces be- 

coming disgusted with the national misrule, en- 

gendered in, arid emanating from, the roost cor- 

rupt, ignorant, and tyrannical despotism upon the 
American continent, revolted, as Mexico had pre- 
viously done from Spain, and established its in- 

dependence, which was acknowledged by many 
European powers, and by our government And 
having thus become as free and independent as 

Mexico, Texas, after a long negotiation and much 
delay, was annexed to the United Slate*. To 
have received a free and independent nation into 
our great confederacy, wa9 “the head and front 
of our offending.” New and more aggravated 
insults and indignities have been heaped upon us. 

Our ministers, sent to negotiate nnd settle all 
disputes arising from violated treaties and inter- 
national law, have been refused an audience,and 
dismissed with indignity and contempt, and in 

utter violation of assurances to the contrary.— 
With scorn and contempt Mexico has rejected 
our peace offerings, and declared, with charac- 

teristic effrontery, that “our difficulties mu*t all 
b© settled by the sword.” She has, therefore, 
made the i^sue, and mu>t abide the result. 

Our gallant little army advanced to the Iron- 

tiers to protect our national domain, has been 

set upon, and our officer* and soldiers slain. Ev- 

ery principle of national honor. pride, ami de- 
fence i* roused, and calls aloud for prompt and 
immediate action. The blood of our slaughter- 
ed countrymen calls aloud lor energy and deci- 
sion. Tlieiefore, by this meeting, 

Resolve d% That history and the declarations of 
our most eminent state-men concur in the fact 
that the Rio Grande is the true and proper boun- 

dary between the United States and Mexico,and 
that the latter has been guiity of a long contin- 
ued series of encroachments and insults towards 
the former, which should have been long since 
atoned for, either by peaceful measures or war- 

like operations—that every principle of national 
honor demands prompt reparation, and that lon- 

ger forbearance should entitle us to the contempt 
of all other nations. 

Resvlvid, 'That it is the duty of every patriotic 
citizen to sustain the President, Governor, and 
all constituted authorities, in sustaining the honor 
of our country, iu defending its rights, in protec- 
ting its citizens and territoiy from foreign inva- 
sion, and in avenging the slaughter of our coun- 

trymen. 
Resolved, That it is highly proper that the Old 

Dominion, the State which gave the first impulse 
to the Revolution, and in which it was consum- 

mated and our glorious independence establish- 
ed—the State which gave birth to Washington, 
Scott, Games, the gallant Taylor, and many oth- 

er distinguished officers, should not be laggard 
or dilatory in times of emergency, when troops 
•re needed for the protection of our rights and 
national honor; and whatev*f may be required 
by the Executive will be, without doubt, prompt- 
ly responded to, at the proper tune, by the citi- 
zens of Virginia. And the more promptness and 
decision displayed by the General Government, 
in raising and marching troops to the scene of 

conflict, and thus ending the war as speedily as 

possible, the more satisfaction will be evinced in 

every quarter. 
Upon motion it was 

Resolved, That the proceeding of this meeting 
be furnished to the Richmoud Enquirer and Al- 
exandria Gazette for publication, and that the 

Washington Union and Fairfax News be reques- 
ted to copy. S. BURKE, Chairman. 

G. W. Millan, Secretary. 

SWEET POTATOES. 
The finest Potatoes of this kind that wc have 

seen at this season of the year, are some of the 
yellow shewn us on Saturday, which measured 
64 inches in circumference. They were raised 
on the farm of Mr. John P. Biddle, on SerwelPs 
Point, about 15 miles from Norfolk. Mr. B. has 
• very large crop which will be ready for dig- 
ging about the last of August.—Xorfolk Beacon. 

FATAL OCCURRENCE. 
We learn, just as our paper is going to press 

that a tecontre took place at a muster on Satur* 
dav last in Cumberland County, between B F- 
Atkins, Esq., a candidate for the Legislature- 
and Archibald McDiarmip, Esq., which result-, 
ed in the immediate death of the latter from a pis- 
tol shot. Weha ve heard uo particulars. Both gen- 1 

tlem n belong to the same political party (L. F.) i 

Raleigh Register. 1 1 

NOVEL AND INTERESTING CASE. 

Commonwealth ) In the Hustings Court for the 
vs. > City of Richmond, quarter- 

VVm. S. Plcmer ) ly term, July 20th, 1846. 
Rule to show cause why he should not be fined 

for refusing to give to the commissioner the a- 

raount of his salary or income for the year 1845, 
and violating the following section of the act of 
Assembly, parsed February 24th, 1811: 

4*if any person shall give or deliver to a com- 

missioner of the revenue, a false or fradulent list 
of persons of property, subject to taxation, or 

shall refuse touive a list, on oath or affirmation, 
when required by the commissioner, such person 
shall be liable to a fine of fifteen dollars, and the 

commissioner shall proceed to list such person 8 

property agreeably to the be«t information ho 

can procure; and all such property so ascertain- 

ed, shall moreover be subject to a treble-tax, to 

be collected and destrained for by the sheiiu or 

collector, as in other cases; which fines and tie- 

ble taxes shall be recovered in the county or^ 
corporation court, by the following modes of pro- 
ceeding, and applied as hereinafter directed. 

Edwin Burton, the Commissioner of the Reve- 
nue for the city of Richmond, being first duly 
sworn, stated that he called on Dr. Plumer, the 

defendant, for his taxable property and his in- 
come: Dr. Plumer gave him a list of his taxable 

property, consisting of slaves, hoise, barouche, 
watches and piano, but refused to give him, wit- 

ness, the amount of his income and salary for the 

year 1845, as the pastor of the First Presbyteri- 
an Church, in the city of Richmond; saying that 
there had been a meeting of clergymen of the 

city of Richmond, and they had determined to 

test the law imposing a tax upon the income of 

clergymen, and he had been selected at the meet- 

ing to test it in his individual case. 

The cause was argued on the part of the Com- 
monwealth by Joseph Mayo, Esq., and on the 

part of the defendant by Samuel Taylor, Wm. 
II. Macfarland and E. C. Carrington, E*qrs.—• 
The ground taken by the defence was, that it 

was a tax upon religion and in violation of the 
... 0. * • 1 » a A 1 

act ol icngious ireeuom ana me owismuimn.— 

It was also urged, that as the sums paid to min- 
isters of the Gospel were of an uncertain char- 
acter and could not be recovered by law, it was 

unjust and illegal for the State to tax what was 

not protected by her law’s. It was contended by 
the attorney for the Commonwealth, that the 

Legislature intended to tax income in the hands 
of every person, and that the provisions of the 
statute embraced salaries paid to ministers as 

well as to others. The argument on both sides 
was able and elaborate, and occupied the whole 
of Monday. The Court were of opinion that 

the salaries of ministers of the Gospel were lia- 

ble to taxation, and therefore made the rule for 

the fine absolute. The counsel for the defendant 
filed a bill of exceptions, and will take the cas»* 

to the Circuit Superior Court. Thence it may 
be carried to the General Court the highest tri- 

bunal of appeal in such cases.—Richmond En- 

quirer., 
MrTmcDUFFJ e. 

The Washington Correspondent of the Bos- 

ton, Atlas, thus replies to the denial of the Union. 
“The President’s paper, of last night, quotes 

a paragraph from one of my letters, in which 
1 stated that “Mr. McDuffie told me with his 
own lips that it had become the duty of every 
conservative statesman to take ground against 
the recklessness of the administration, and ho 
meant to do it on the first occasion that offered,’’ 
and remarks, “we are authorized to say there is 
no sort of foundation in the above statement.’’— 
I must confess to no little surprise, at this bold 
contradiction, if sanctioned by Mr. McDuffie.— 
The remarks in question were applied by me, in 

consequence of the editorial in the Union, an- 

nouncing the election of Mr. McDuffie as Chair- 
man of the Foreign Affairs—which, it is well 

known, was resisted by all the peculiar friends of 
the administration—and claimiug him as a sup- 
porter of the President's policy. In a conversa- 

tion with Mr. McDuffie, about a fortnight pre- 
vious to this election, at which two Whig Sen- 
ators were present, he did use the language a- 

bovc stated, and employed some terms of even a 

harsher character, in reference to the course of 
the Government. So strong were his expres- 
sions, that they became a subject of r< mmwiton 

my part, after we separated; when it was ob- 

served, that this was his ordinary tone, in speak- 
ing of Mr Polk. 1 must suppose that Mr. Mc- 
Duffie has forgotten what he did say on that oc- 

casion; but, I can assure him, it has not escaped 
the memory of others, whose position before the 

country is quite as influential as his is, and 
whose regard for truth is entirely as scrupulous. 
I have consulted with the Senators who chanced 
to be pressent at the time, and they distinctly re- 

member his language. More than this, they are 

greatly astonished at the denial; because his 
manner was emphatic, if not indignant; and his 
terms were as strong as his intention was unmis- 
takeable. After this, Mr. McDuffie, and his 
new bed-fellow, Mr. Ritchie, may make what 
they please out of the story." 

A FLAGRANT ABUSE. 
A flagranl abuse was exposed a few days ago in 

the House of Representatives, in the course of a 

debate on an Appropriation Bill. At the last 
session of Congress the sum of §15,000 was ap- 
propriated to pay the expenses of a mission to 

the Carnanches and other wild Indians in Tex- 
as. Messrs. Butler and Lewis were appointed 
commissioners; and their bill of expenses amounts 

to §61,540 !! Even some of the Locolocos were 

startled at the magnitude of this sum; but that is 

of small consideration in comparison with the 
fact which it discloses, that mere ministerial 
officers have no sort of scruple in disregarding 
the acts of Congress whenever they think fit to 

“take the responsibility” of failing to do what the 
laws enjoin, or of doing what the laws forbid.— 
It is conceded that if the large sum of §61,510 
had been asked for originally to enable commis- 
sioners to open negotiations with the wild Indian 
tribes of Texas, Congress would not have made 
an appropriation at all: But the Executive hav- 

ing sent in its estimate of §15,000 as amply suffi- 
cient for this purpose; it was granted—and now 

the commissioners bring in a bill of four times 
that amount! It is obvious that there is no lon- 

ger any limit to the extravagance and profligacy 
of agents if the expeditures are to be regulated by 
their sole discretion instead of by the laws of the 
land. But we fear that corruption is just as j 
“progressive” as “Democracy”—and there seems I 
to be as little hope of checking the one as the 
other. — Richmond HTn'g. 

THE R A N DOLFH NEG ROES. 
Tin Sidney (Ohio) Aurora, of the 11th inst. 

says these negroes remain on Col. Johnson’s farm 
near Btqua. T hat paper condems, in decided j 
terms, the conduct of the citizens of Mercer in the 
late outbreak, and insists that- ‘They should have 
made their objections known before the land was 

purchased, and not waited until they had drawn 
the last cent they could expect out of the pock- 
ets of the blacks—some §32,000—and then raise 
an armed force and refuse to let them take pos- 
session of their property, as they have done. 
We look upon the whole proceedings as outra- 1 

geous in the extreme, and the participators 
should be severely punished. What makes the 

thing worse, is the fact that a number of those 
who were fiercest in their opposition to the I 

blacks, loudest in their threats to shoot, &c., 
were the very inen who sold them land, received 
wages for constructing the buildings, and actu- 

ally pocketed a large amount of money for pro- 
visions, not two weeks before the arrival of the 

poor creatures, whom they have so unjustly 
treated.” 

A GOOD HIT. 
An English paper states that “eighty three 

gentlemen had entered tha army during the 

preceding month, thirty-four of whom have pur- 
chased their commissions, varying from 1^60/. 
4501 each, and amounting in the aggregate to no 

less a sum than 21,4901” Upon which the j 
National Intelligencer remarks: “It thus appears, j 
that, under the present English administration, ! 
some two-fifths of the gentlemen who enter the 
army purchase their commissions: Under our ow n 

Administration,of late, it is very generally thought 
hat to a fully equal extent, it is the commissions 
n the army that purchase the gentlemen.” “Tis i 

rue, ’tis pity—and pity ’tis ’tistrue.” ' i 

LORD J. RUSSELL’S ADDRESS TO HIS 
CONSTITUENTS. 

Gentlemen:—The administration ofSir Rob- 

ert Peel having been dissolved, her Majesty has 

been pleased to rotifer upon me the office ol first 

Lord of the Treasury; my seat in Parliament has, 
therefore, become vacated, and is again at your 
disposal. 

When you did me the honor to ask me to rep* 
! resent you, I consented to become a candidate, 
not merely or chiefly because tho distinction of 

j representing the City of London was a just ob- 
I ject of ambition, but because 1 wished to obtain 
for the principles of commercial freedom the 

I sanction of your approbation. 
Although l was elected by a very small major- 

ity, and the elections of 1811 were adverse to my 
j hopes, and tavorable to ttie doctrines of pruter- 
j tion, every year that has since elapsed has wit- 
nessed some relaxation of restriction, and some 

advance towards the establishment of the princi- 
ple for which 1 contended. 

Finally, we have this year seen Sir Robert 
Peel propose and carry a measure for a total re- 

peal of the duties upon foreign corn. 

You may be assured that I shall not desert, in 

office, the principles to which 1 adhered w hen 

they were less favorably received, i cannot, in- 

deed, claim the merit either of having carried 
measures of free trade as a Minister, or of hav- 

ing so prepared the public m ind by any exer- 

tions of mine as to convert what would have 
been an impracticable attempt into a certain 
victory. To others belong those distinctions.— 
Rut 1 have endeavored to do my part in this 

great work, according to my means and convic- 

tions; first, by proposing a temperate relaxation 
of the Corn laws, and afterwards, when that 
measure had been repeatedly rejected, by declar- 

ing in favor of total repeal, and using any influ 
ence J could exert to prevent t he continuance ol 
the struggle for an object not worth the cost ol a 

conflict, 
m /• 

I trust that the measures 01 commercial iree- 

dnm which still remain to bo accomplished will 

not occasion the renewal of angry conflict.- 
The Government ol this country ought to behold 
with an impartial eye the various portions of the 

community engaged in agriculture, in manufac- 
tures, and in commerce, i he feeling that any 
one of them is treated with injustice provokes 
ill-will, disturbs legislation, and diverts attention 
from many useful and necessary reforms Great 
social improvements are required; public educa- 

tion is lamentably imperfect; the treatment ol 

criminals is a problem yet undecided; the sana- 

tory condition of our towns and villages has been 

grossly neglected; the administration of our col- 

onies demands the most earnest and deliberate 
attention. Our recent discussions have laid bare 

the misery, the discontent, and outrages ol Ire- 

land; they are too clearly authenticated to be 

denied, too extensive to be treated by any but 
the most comprehensive measure. 

Should you again elect me your member, it 
will be my duty to consider all these important 
matters in conjunction with those whom her 

Majesty has been pleased to call to her councils. 
At the present moment any further explanation 

of my views would tc unauthorised and imper- 
fect. 

1 have the honor to be, 
Your most faithful and ob’t bumble servant. 

J. RUSSLLL. 

LORD PAIj*MEUSTON. 
Lord Palmerston on an occasion of a grand 

dinner given by the Reform Club to Ibrahim Pa- 

cha, now the lion of London—thus replied to a 

toast complimentary to Her Majesty’s Ministers, 
though, said the chairman, Ad. .Napier, in giving 
the toast, it is rather an equivocal one, seeing 
that we hardly know yet who those Ministers 
arc*. 

Lord Palmerston then rose, and was received 
with loud cheers. He said, that if his gallant 
friend had felt a difficulty in knowing which min- 

istry was in existence that evening, he must feel 
some difficulty in returning thanks, for the min- 

istry to which he belonged was scarcely a day 
old, and could scarcely as yet be supposed, at so 

early an age, to have begun to speak. Rut by 
the end of the week he hoped they would have 
the faculty of speech conferred upon them, and 

they would then also begin to w«Jk. 'Gheeis.) 
It would be for the Liberal party ‘to *ee how they 
walked, and he hoped they would be found to 

walk straight. (Laughter and cheers.) It would 
be out of place on this occasion to discuss late 

events, but he could not refrain from saying that 
it must be highly gratifying to the government 
anu 10 me wnoie jjiuerai pany, 10 s«;e umi uiu^c 

doctrines of commercial improvement, for the 
maintenance of which, five years ago, they hail 
been deprived of power, have since, upon reflec- 
tion and experience, and by sincere conviction, 
been adopted by those who then opposed them, 
(loud cries of hear, hear;) and that thus evrn 

their former opponents have acknowledged that 

they all along have been right (hear,hear, hear.) 
He was not expected, he was sure, to give what 
in the phraseology of tho day would be called a 

programme of the measures of the new govern- 
ment (a laugh;) hut they might he assured that 
the new ministers would continue to be actuated 
by that spirit ol progressive improvement which 
had hitherto obtained for them the confidence of 
the Liberal party, and lie hoped that that party 
would give the government a cordial and effec- 
tive support as long as they should continue to 

deserve it (cheers.) 
It should bo mentioned, in this connexion that 

Lord Palmerston, at the conclusion of Sir Ro- 
bert Peel’s speech in the House of Commons, 
united with that gentleman in the expression of 
satisfaction that the difficulties with the Lulled 
States had all been adjusted. 

A GOOD TEST. 
We heard a story the other day which is too good 

to be lost. Farmer Dickens, for »o we will call 

him, one ofthe neighboring York county farm- 
ers, alike noted for his shrewdness and pretty 
girls, was visited by Jo Jenkins, under pretence 
of trading oxen, while his real object was to se- 

cure one of Farmer Dickens’s daughters. Find- 

ing no way to accomplish his real object without 
a direct appeal to the old man, tie ventured to 

pop the question, and received iu return a most 

decided negative. Jo was not shrewd enough 
to manage for his girls. Jo, nothing daunted 

pushed the trade in oxen, and in spite of the (ai- 

mer’s shrewdness, succeeded in 3 bargain by 
which the old man found himself essentially 
“shaved.” At the next appearance of Jo at 

Farmer Dickens’s all wa» changed, ard the old 

man at once declared that tie might go ahead, 
for if he was shrewd enough to cheat him he 
could risk him with the gals. Jo went ahead, took 

possession of his desired object, arid thus far 
has shown that the old man was not in error as 

to tiis conclusion*. — Great Fulls Transcript. 
COMMENDABLE. 

One c f the last Ministerial acts of SirRobert Teel 
was the recommendation of Mr M’Culloch to 

Her Majesty for a pension of T200 for the ser- 

vices he lias rendered by his writings on political 
economy. We have reason to believe that this 
act of kindness was entirely spontaneous, and 
it is the more creditable to Sir Robert Peel, as j 
on various occasions Mr. M’Culloch has openly 
censured some of those measures brought for- 
ward by the Right Hon Baronet —London Times, 
July 2d. 
__ 

A CLIMAX. 
Mr. Bronson has managed to ‘‘climb a climax” j 

to the topmost round of its ladder, and we com- 

mend his exploit to the careful consideration of; 
the people of Philadelphia. In 3 recent notice of 
C. J. Ingersoli’s book, he say3 : — Js*. Y. Courier. 

“Philadelphia appears to be a doomed city. 
Its calamities of late have come neither seldom 
nor singly, it had first to bear the terrible ca- 

lamity of its financiering; and then came riot, 
murder, and sacrilege; and now cotnes IngersolPs 
Historical Sketch of the War!" 
__ 

MORE MURDERS. 
We learn that a monster in human form, who 

resided in Prince William, killed his wife a few 

Jays since. 
We are informed that a negro woman was 

murdered in Culpeper county within a few days 
jays past. Two men have been committed on j 

iuspicioii. — Harnnlon Flag. 

THE OREGON TREATY. 

The Philadelphia North American has re- 

ceived from a friend the following highly inter- 

esting and important documents, which it h39 

published. 
[confidential.] 

Message from the President of the U. Stntes commu- 

nicating a projwsition on the part cj the Hntish 
Government for the adjustment of the Oregon 
question. 

To the Semite of the United States : 

1 lay before the Senate a proposal in the form 
of a Convention, presented to the Secretary of 

State on the Gth inst., by the Envoy Extra- 

ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of her 

Rritannic Majesty, for the adjustment of the 

Oregon question, together with a protocol of this 

proceeeding. 1 submit this proposal to the con- 

sideration of the Senate, and request their ad- 

vice ns to the action which, in their judgment, it 

may be proper to take in reference to it. 
In the early periods of the Government, the 

opinion and advice of the Senate were often 
taken in advance upon important questions of 

our foreign policy. General Washington re- 

peatedly consulted the Senate and asked their 

previous advice, to which he always conformed 
his action. This practice, though rarely resorted 
to in later times, was in my judgment, eminently 
wise, and may, on occasions of great importance, 
be properly revived. The Senate are a branch 
of the treaty-making power, and by consulting 
them in advance of his own action, upon impor- 
tant measures of foreign policy which may ulti- 

mately come before them for consideration, ihe 
1 resident secures narmony oi acuuu uciwci-u 

that body and himself. '1 he Senate are more- 

over a branch of the war making power, and it 

may be eminently proper for the Executive to 

take the opinion and advice of that body in ad- 

vance upon any great question which may in- 

volve in its decision the issue of peace or war.— 

On the present occasion the magnitude of the 

subject would induce me, under any circum- 

stances, to desire the previous advice of tho Se- 

nate, and that desire is increased by the recent 

debates and proceedings in Congress, which ren- 

der it in rny judgment, not only respectful to the 
Senate, but necessary and proper, if not indispen- 
sable to insure harmonious action between that 

body and the Executive. In conferring on the 
Executive the authority to give the notice for the 

abrogation of tbe Convention of 1827, the Senate 
acted publicly so large a part, that the decision 
on the proposal now made by the British Gov- 
ernment, without a definite knowledge of the 
views of that body in refer* nee to it, might ren- 

der the question still more complicated and diffi- 
cult of adjustment. I* or 1 hese reasons, 1 invite 
the consideration of the Senate to the proposal 
of the British Government for the settlement of 
the Oregon question, and ask their advice on the 
subject. 

My opinions and my action on the Oregon 
question wete fully made known to Congress in 
my annual message of tho 2nd December ln*t, 
and the opinions therein expressed remain un- 

changed. 
Should the. Senate, by the Constitutional ma- 

jority required for the ratification of Treaties, 
advise the acceptance of this proposition, or ad- 
vise it with such modifications as they may upon 
full deliberation deem proper, I shall conform 
my action to their advice, Should the Seriate, 
however, decline by such Constitutional majority 
to give such advice, or to express «uch an opin- 
ion on the subject, I shall consider it my duty to 

reject the tiller. 
I also communicate herewith an extract from 

a despatch of the Secretary of State to the Min- 
ister of the United Stales at London, under dale 

of the 28th of April last, directing him in accord- 
ance with the joint resolutions of Congress, 
“Concerning the Oregon Territory,” to deliver 
the Notice to the British Government for the 

abrogation of the Convention of the tith August, 
1827; and also a copy of the Notice transmitted 
to hitu for that purpose, together with extracts 

from a despatch of that Minister to the Secreta- 

ry of Stale, bearing date, the 18th May, la<t. 
JAMES K. POLK. 

Washington, June 10, 18J6. 

PROTOCOL. 
A conference was held at the Department of 

State on the Gth June, 1846, between the honor- 
able James Buchanan, Secretary of State, the 
American Plenipotentiary, and the Rt. Mon. 
Richard Pakinham the British Plenipotentiary, 
when the negotiation respecting the Oregon Ter- 
ritory was resumed. The British Plenipotentia- 
ry made a verbal explanation of the motives 

^vhich had induced her Majesty’s government to 

instruct him to make another proposition to the 
Government of the United States for the solution 
of these long existing difficulties. The Secre- 

tary of State expressed his satisfaction with the 

friendly motives which had animated the British 
Government in this endeavor. 

Whereupon, the British Plenipotentiary sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of State the draught of 
a convention (marked A) setting forth the terms 
which he had been instructed to propose to the 

Government of the United States for the settle- 
ment of the Oregon question. 

James Btcmavav, 
Richard Pakkkiiam. 

[Mo re follows the draught of the Convention, 
which is in the precise words of the treaty be- 
low given ] 

[Mr. Buchanan to A/r Me Lane—Extracts, j 
Detartmen’t of State, \ 

Washington, April 28, 1846. $ 
I herewith transmit a notice for the abrogation 

of the Convention of the 6th August, 1827, be- 
tween Great Britain and the United States, in 
accordance with the terms prescribed in its se- 

cond article. This paper you will deliver to her 
Britannic Majesty in person or to her Majesty’s 
principal Secre tary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
alter you shall have ascertained which of these 
modes of presenting it will be most in accord- 
ance with her Majesty’s wishes. A duplicate of 
the same is transmitted, to be placed on tile in 
the archives of your legation. 

As the abrogation of this Convention is an net 
of an important and solemn character, tho deliv- 

ery of the Notice ought to be attested with all 
due formality. The*mode is left entirely to your 
own discretion; but, I would suggest that it 
might be made the subject of a protocol, in trip- 
licate; one copy of which should remain with the 
British Government, another with the Legation 
in London, and the third to be transmitted to this 
Department. 

In the remaiks which you may have occasion 
to make on the delivery of the Notice, the lan- 

guage of the preamble to the “Joint Resolution 
concerning the Oregon territory,” must necessa- 

rily be your guide * *. Congress have spoken 
their will upon the subject, in their Joint Reso- 
lution, and to this it is his (the President’s) and 

yonr duty to conform. 

To her Majesty Victoria, Queen of the Lniteil King- 
dom cf Great Britain and Ireland, etc. 
Whereas the Congress of the United States ! 

have adopted a “Joint Resolution concerning 
the Oregon territory,” of which the following is 
a copy : 

“Whereas, by the convention concluded the i 

twentieth day of October, eighteen hundred and 

eighteen between the United Stales of America 
and the King of the United Kingdom ofGreat , 

Britain and Ireland, for the period of ten years, j 
and afterwards indefinitely extended and con- 

tinued in force by another convention of the 
same parlies, concluded the 6th day of August, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- j 
dr^d and twenty seven, it was agreed that any 
country that may be claimed by either party on j 
the northwest coast of America westward of the ; 
Stony or Rocky Mountains, now commonly! 
called the Oregon territory, should, together 
with it3 harbors, Days and creeks, ond the navi- 
gation of all rivers within the 9ame, be ‘free and 

open’ to the vessels, citizen*, and subjects of 
the two Powers but without prejudice to any ! 
claim which either of the parties might ha'e to 

any p*rt of said country; and with this further I 
provision, in the second article of the said con- j 
ventionof the sixth of August, eiglitteen hun-j 
dred and twenty-seven, that either party might j 
abrogate and annul said convention, outgiving 

! due notice of twelve raonth3 to the other con- 

tracting party: 
i “Ami whereas it has how become desirable 
I that the respective claims of the United States 
and Great Britain should be definitely settled, 

| and that said territory may no longer than need 
tie remain subject to the evil ccnsequenc-s of 
the divided allegiance of its American arid Bri- 

J tish population, and of the confusion and con- 

flict of national jurisdiction, dangerous to the 
cherished peace and good understanding of the 

two countries: 
“With a view, therefore, that steps betaken 

for the abrogation of the said convention of the 
sixth of August, eighteen hundred and twenty- 
seven, in the mode prescribed in its second ar- 

ticle, and that the attention of the governments 
of both countries may be the more earnestly 
directed to the adoption of ail proper measures 

i for a speedy and amicable adjustment ol the 

differences and disputes in regard to the said 

territory: 
‘'Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 

tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the President of the United 
States be, and he is hereby authorised, at his dis- 

cretion, to give to the Government of Great Bri- 
tain the notice required by the second article of 
thesaid convention of thefithof August, 18^7, 

j for the abrogation of the iame,” 
I Now, therefore, after a careful consideration 
of the premises, 1, Janies K. Polk, President of 

! the United States, in the exercise of the authori- 
! tv and discr« lion vested in me by the said 

“joint resolution concerning the Oregon territo- 

ry,” and in pursuance of the second article of 
the convention of Gth August, J8;J7, therein 
mentioned, do hereby, in behalf of the United 
States, give notice to her Majesty, the Queen ot 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ire- 

land, that at ttie end of twelve months from and 
I after the delivery of these presents, by the En- 
i voy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary 
of the United States at Ennhon, to her Britan- 
nic Majesty or to her Majesty’s principal Secre- 

tory of Slate for Foreign Atfairs, the said con- 

vention shall be entirely annulled and abrogated. 
In testimony whereof, I have caused the seal 

of the United States to be hereunto affixed.— 
Given under my hand at Washington, 

[sp.al.J twenty-eighth day of April, A. IF, 
eighteen hundred and forty-six, and of the Inde- 

pendence of the said States the seventieth. 
James K Polk. 

By the President, 
Jamks Buchanan, Secretary of State. 

[Mr.JWcLant toJltr. Buchanan [Extracts] 
London, May 18, lb 16 

I received late in the day, on the 15th in^t., 
(Friday,) your despatch numbered twenty seven, 

| dated the 28th of April, 1846, transmitting a 

; notice for the abrogation of the convention of 
| the 6th August, 1827, between the U. States and 

, Great Britain, in accordance with the terms 

: prescribed in the second article, instructing me 

to deliver the notice to her Britannic Majesty in 
i person, or to her Majesty’s principal Secretary 
j of State for Foreign Affairs, as will be mod 

! agreeable to her Majesty’s wishes, and at the 

same time leaving the mode of the delivery of 
the notice entirely at my own discretion 

I will of course execute your instructions at 

the earliest practicable moment. As, however, 
I could only ascertain her Majesty’s wishes, 

i which I am directed to consult, through the prin- 
! cipal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, suf- 
ficient time has not yet been afforded for that pur- 
pose; and in the midst of the preparation of my 
despatches for the steamer to morrow, and of my 
engagements at the Foreign Office, connected 
with one of I he topics of this letter, it has not 

| been in my power to give to a subject o! so much 
importance the deliberation which l am sensible 
a proper exercise of the discretion confided to me 

requires. To-morrow, however, I propose to 
seek an interview w ilh Lord Aberdeen lor this 
purpose, and without loss of time finally to exe- 

cute your instructions in the mode that may he 
deemed mo>l effectual. I may add, that although 
it is altogether probable that the presentation of 
the notice to her M .jesty in person, will not he 

admissible, and that where a treaty may I e annul- 
led upon notice by one parly, the mode of deliv- 
ering tin notice need not be dependent upon the 
assent of the other, yet, m the present instance, 1 
do not appehend there will he any difficulty in 
giving and receiving the notice in a mode mutual- 
ly satisfactory and in conformity with usage in 

I such cases. ****** 

I have now to acquaint you that after the re- 

ceipt of your despatches on the 15th instant, hv 
the Caledonia, I had a lengthy conference with 
hold Ah* rdet n; on which occasion ltic resump- 
tion o! 1 hr? negotiation for an amicable settlement 
of tiie Oreg< n question, and the nature of the 

proposition be c< ntemplutcd submitting for that 

purpose, fotmed the subject of a full and free 
conversation J have now to state that instruc- 
tions will be transmitted to Mr. Kakenharn by ttie 
steamer of to-morrow, to submit a new and Lu- 
ther proposition on the part of this government, 
for a partition of the territory in dilute. The 
proposition, most probably, w’iii offer substantial- 
ly— 

First—To divide the territory by the extension 
of the line on tin* parallel of forty nine l<» the 
s< a; that h to say, to the arm of the sea called 
Birch’s bay, thence by the Canal de Ario and 
Straits of Kura to the ocean; and confirming to 
the United States, what indeed they would pos- 
sess without any special confirmation, the light 
fieelv louse and navigate the Strait throughout 
its extent. 

Sicoml -To secure to the British subjects, <>e- 

cupying lands, fort*, and stations, any wherein 
the legion north of the Columbia and south ol 
the forty-ninth parallel, a perpetual title to all 
their lands and stations of which they may lie in 
actual occupation; liable, however, in all re- 

spects, as I understand, to the jurisdiction and 
sovereignty of the Unite ! States, as citizens of 
the United States. Similar privileges will he 
offered to he extended to citizens of the United 
States who may have settlements north of the 
forty-ninth parallel; though 1 presume it is pret- 
ty well understood, that there are no settlements 
upon which this nominal mutuality could ope- 
rate. 1 have no means of accurately ascei tam- 

ing the extent of the present British settlements! 
between the Columbia and the forty-ninth paral- 
lel. They are not believed by Lord Aberdeen to 
he numerous, however; con>isting as lie suppo- 
ses, of a few private larms and two or three loit' 
and stations. I have already in a previous dcs- j 
patch taken the liberty to remind you that by their 
charter, the Hudson’s Bay Company arc prohibi- I 
ted from acquiring title to lands, and that the 
occupations to he affected by this reservation 1 

have been niado, either by the squatter* tf the 

Company or by the Puget’s Sound Land Cornpa- ■ 

nv, for the purpose ol evading the prohibition of i 

the Hudson Bay Charter. They are in point of * 

tact also, according to Capt. Wilkes1 account, 
cultivated arid used chiefly by the persons em- 

ployed in the service of ttie lormer Company, 
and as auxiliary to their general business of bunt- 
ing and trapping, rather than with a view, as it 
has been generally supposed, of colonizing, or of ! 
permanent se tile merit. 

Thirdly—'Hie proposition will demand for ttie I 
Hudson’s Bay Company the right of freely navi- * 

gating the Columbia river, li will, howtTer. as i 
I understand, disclaim the idea ol sovereignty, j 
or of the right of exercising any jurisdiction or 

police whatever, on the part of the government, j 
or of the company, and will contemplate only j 
the right of navigating the river upon the smut* j 
regulations as may bd applicable to the citizens 
of the United States. 1 have already acquainted i 

you that Lord Aberdeen has very positively and j 
explicitly declined to treat of the navigation of ! 
the Lawrence in connection with that of the 

Columbia; and that even if it were desirable to j 
us to propose to offer one for the other, he would | 
on no account enter into any negotiation in tu- 

gard to the St. Lawrence. 
***** I have seen no cause to change 

the opinion, that in any attempt to divide the 

Oregon territory, the obligation felt by Una gov- 
ernment to protect the l ights of their Mibjt cts, 
which may have been acquired or have grown up 
during the joint occupation, w ould most probu- ! 
bly interpose the greatest difficulty in the way ! 
of an amicable adjustment. And it is now ob-I 
vious that the proposed reservation of the 

right to the Hudson's Iby Company of freely 
navigating the Columbia, and that in favor of the 
British occupants north of the river, proceed from this source; although it is probable that 
more or less pride may he felt at giving up now 
without what they may deem an adequate rquiy. alent, w hat has been hitherto tendered bv our 
negotiators. 

In fact, except in tf.e surrender to the United 
States of the title of the lands not occupied bv 
British subjects between the Columbia and the 
4‘Jlh parallel, and ai«o the «urtei;der of the ju. rUuiction over the liver and the country within 
the same limits, I am afraid it n ay, with some 
plausibility, be cort ndetl that there is no mate- 
rial difference between the present proportion 
and that offered to Mr. Gallatin, by Messrs Ad- 

| dington and Huskisson, the Uritish negotiators 
in 

It is scarcely necessary for me to state that 
the proposition, as now submitted, has not rs- 
ceived my countenance. ha?c 
therefore felt it my duty to discourage the ex- 

pectation that it would he accepted by the Pres, 
ident; or, if submitted to that body, approved by 
the Senate. 

* * 

I do not think there can he much doubt, how- 
ever, that an impression has been produced here 
that the Senate would accept the proposition 
now offered, at least without any material modi- 
fiention, and that the President would not take 
the responsibility of rejecting it without consult, 
ing the Senate. If there be any reasonable 
ground to entertain such a.i impression, however 

| erroneous, an oiler les« objectionable, in the fiut 
i instance at least, could hardly he expected. 

It may be considered certain, also, in my opin-' ! ion, that the otter now to be m «de is not to be 
j submitted as an ultimatum, and i^ not intended 
; as such; though 1 have reason to know Mr IV 
kerhum will not be authoiised to acceptor re- 

ject any modification that may be proposed on 
our part; but that be will, in such case, he in- 
structed to refer the modification to his Govern- 
ment. 

It i-not to be iti<g»usr(i, since the President's 
annual message, and the public discussion that 

I |i:i« Mlbserpjently taken place in the Senate, it 
! will be difficult, if not impossible, to conduct the 
j negotiation in its future stages, without refer- 
! ence to the opinion of Senators, or free from 
J speculation a* to any degree of control they rn.iv 
exercise over the result. Whatever therefore 
might be prudent and regular in the ordinary 
course ol things, I think it is of the utmost im- 
por tance, upon the present occasion, if the Pre. 
sident should think proper to propose <my modi- 
fication of the oiler to he made hy Mr. Paken- 
ham, that the modification should be understood 
ns possessing the eoncurrence ot the co-ordinate 
branch of the treaty power. 

It is not easy to conjecture with any cer- 

tainty the extent to which this < lovernmcnt might 
be induced to modify the j r- position, even if* 
they should be assured that the. Senate, no 

loss than the President demanded it. it must 
not escape observation that, during the preced- 
ing administration of our government, the ex- 

tension of’the line on the 4!lth parallel to the 
Straits of Fuca, as proposed b> Lord Aberdeen, 
was actually suggested l>\ my immediate prede- 
cessor as on« he thought In-, government might 
accept; and that, in regard to tho-e Lnglishsub- 
ject* who would be left within American juris- 
diction bv adoj ting that boundary, he consider- 
ed the provisions of the second article of Jay’s 
Tieatv as a precedent lor a convenient nu de of 
dealing with them. 

Jiy the second article of Jay's Treaty, how- 
ever, llriti*h subjects would not only be secured 
in the absolute title of all their lands and effort*, 
as fully as by Lord Aheidecn’s proportion, but 
would be allowed the option to continue as Brit- 
ish subjects and without any allegiance to the 
Government of the United States, which, ac- 

cording to Lord Aberdeen’s idler, as I under- 
stand it, they would not po«se>«. In point uf 
fact, therefore, the substantial points ol the prev- 
ent offer, and those which may b# expected to 

be regarded as most objectionable, are little 
more than the embodiment of the various offers 

land suggestions which at diflerent times, have, 
j in some'form or other, proceeded from our own 
i n».<Ti.! lafdri 
-p 

I have myself always believed, if the exten- 

sion of the line of boundary on the 4'>th parallel 
bv the Straits of Fuca to the sea, would be accep- 
table to oar government, that the demand of t 

right freely to navigate the Columbia river, 
could be compromised upon a point ot time by 
conceding it for such a period as might he neces- 

sary for the trade ol the Hudson’s lh»y f onipany, 
north ami south of the 4'Jlh parallel, hntertain- 
ing great coi fidenre in that opinion, and deem- 

ing it only reasonable, 1 confess that, how 
early period, I have used every argument and 

p» rsuasion in my power to iec< m ife l.ordAbei- 
d< en to such a limitation, and, although I ant 

quite aware that, with a portion of the British 

public, an iiiqortance it hy no no ans deserves, 
is attached to the navigation ot the Columbia 
riv*r, and that in others it i- uude^ei vedly re- 

garded a* a point of pride, I have been disap- 
pointed by the pertinacity with which it has bieri 

at so much rs*k insisted upon. 
Feeing vers sure, however, that the presold 

oiler is not made or intended as an ultimatum, l 
i think it only reasonable to infer an expectation 
i on the part ol those u ho are otfei ii.g it, not only 
! that modification* may he suggt *t‘*d, hut that 

they may be reasonably nquired. And therc- 

lore, I *haII cutei lain t!;e npii i<>n that, nittiough 
from a variety of causes—in pail, pci haps fiom 
an expectation that in the t inted States thil 

point may not be absolutely iii*ixi#*d upon, and 
in part from deft rence to interest* and impre*- 
"ions at home—they could not he induced in the 

first ifi"talters to make an offer with «ueh a quali- 
fication, yet, if the adjustment of the question 
should be found to depend upon this point only, 
they would yield the demand to the permanent 
navigation of the river, and he content to 8rf*q»t 
it for such a number of years a* would afford »H 

the substantial advantages to those interests they 
have particularly in view that could be reasona- 

bly desired. 
If the only question upon v» hirh the adju«f- 

ment of the Or* gori question depended should be 

whether the navigation of the Columbia riv*r 

should be granted for a period mi flic lent to sub- 
serve all the purposes of British subjects within 

the disputed territory, or whether the rizfd 
>hou!d bo extended indefinitely to a particular 
Has* of British subjects, I ni'M believe that no 

English statesman in the face of his denial of a 

similar privilege to American citizen* in regard 
to the St. Lawrence, would take the hazard upon 
thi* point alone, of dhttii b.ng the peace of the 

world. Indeed, if the same mini-trs from whom 
the present offer proceed*, should continue wa*' 

t* rs of their own proposition by remaining in of- 
fice until the quuldicutn n 1 am adverting 
would have to tie dealt with, I should feel en5ir* 

confidence in the belief I have now' expressed. 
I leiiet tc» say, however, that 1 have not th® 

least expectation that n h reservation d PMJ 

po*ed in favor ol the occupants ot land bettveeiv 
the Columbia am! the forty-ninth parallel wow 

be assented to. I may repeat my conviction, 
founded upon all the discussions in which I h*f* 

been « ngaged herc, that in making partition e 

the Oregon territory, the protection of fho«e ,ri* 

terests winch hate grown up during th»* Joint ot- 

cupvition, i- regarded as an indispensable obhg*' 
don on the score of honor and as impoisibk *r> 

be neglected. I am quite sure that it was at 0(16 

time in contemplation to insist upon the tree 

navigation of the Columbia river for British sub- 

jects and British commerce generally, and tha 

it ha> been ultimately confined to the Hudson • 

Bay Company alter great resistance, and in tr,fl 

end most reluctantly. Being so confirmed, ho* 

ever, it would he only reasonable to limit * e 

employment ol the right to a period bey°f' 
which" the Company might have no great ob.Fc 
to u>e the river for the purposes of trade. «»u 

the interests of the British subjects who nave 

settled upon and are occupying lands North ot 

the forty-ninth, are considered as permanent, 
and entitled when passing under a new jurisdic- 
tion, to have their posses-ion secured. lb'* a 

ie^st, is the view taken of the subject by B*»* 

Government, and not at ail likely in my opinion 
to be changed. 

I may add, too, that I have not the least rea- 

son to suppose it would be possible to obtain tnv 


