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SATURDAY MORNING, AUGUST 1, 

EFFECT OF THE NEW TARIFF UPON 
THE SHIPPING INTEREST. 

In his speech on the Tariff subject Mr. W eb- 

ster said: — 

Now^ sir, l proceed to say something upon the 

influence—the ntcessaiy influence—which this 

proposed change in our system will exercise 

upon the commerce and navigation of the coun- 

try. 1 shall do that by exhibiting a series of ( 

tables which will speak for themselves; which 
1 know have been drawn up with great accuracy, 
founded‘on the last estimates of the Secretary 
of ihe Treasury, so far as revenue is concerned, 
and estimates regarding the value of freights 
collected tirom the first mercantile sources in the 
country. Now here l wish, as a general remark 
remark on these various papers, and which they 
exhibit and confirm, to say, what would natural- 

ly he expected to he true, that for some years 
past, since the fuv»>r and protection of the gov- 
ernment were given to the internal manufactures 
of the country, the foreign trade of the country 
l-.as conformed lo that state of things; and a 

change in the business of navigation and com- 

"nieree and freight, consequent upon these inter- 
nal changes is quite as striking as these internal 

changes, themselves; and the great element of 
that change consists in a change in the nature of 
the main articles of import, showing a diminu- 
tion of manufactured articles and a vast aug- 
mentation of articles of the character of raw ma- 

terial-bulky articles, the consequence of 
w hich, as will be seen by the tables 1 am about 

to exhibit, is an actual increase of the earnings 
i)f the shipping interest as lreight. Because all 

know that freight is proportioned to the bulk of 

the article, and not to its cost. It is the space 
that the commodity fills in the ship, and not its 

value, that regulates the rate of freight. 'I herc- 
flore it is, that though the importations may be 

greatly augmented in value from being compo- 
sed of manufactured articles chiefly, yet the 
freight is not increased in the same ratio, but 
mav be diminished. That fact is notorious to 

nil those acquainted wun me commerce ui me 

country—perfectly understood by all the ship 
owners of the United States—and that tact is of 
itself sufficient to account for the great and im- 

portant truth that the navigation interest of the 
United States —the shipowners to a man-op- 

pose this change of system, because this system 
gives more employment to this navigation than 

the system now attempted to be substituted for it. 

Now, Sir, a heavy miss or amount of manu- 

factured articles as is well known comes from 
France and England Our various commerce 

and our importations of heavy articles come from 
round the Cape—from Brazil and from the North 
of Europe. The tables which l propose to ex- 

hibit to the Senate will show the amount of these 

respectively and the change produced in them 

the last tive years. Now, Sir, let nie^ premise 
that articles of import into the United Slates are 

properly divisible into three classes—first, those 

articles which come here manufactured and 
como here fit for use—for sale;—secondly, aiti 
cles brought-here for consumption but w ithout 

any manufacture when they arrive here;—third- 
ly, those articles which are in there nature of 
raw material and are brought hete to undergo a 

process of manufacture. Let us then see the 

•mount of freight derived from the respective 
classes ol impoi is: — 

“ACCOUNT OF IMPORTS, 1*45. 
“Foreign manufactured articles, being silk, 

wool, cotton, tlax, railroad iron, cigars, brass and 
other metals, earthern and glassware, clothing 
ready made, hats and bonnets, leather, hoot* and 

shoes, paper, cotton bagging, and vat ions other 

unenumerated articles, valued at $.>8,829,000. 
Duties thereon, $18,494 000. Freights $‘>29,865. 
“ Foreign ai tide* for consumption, such as coffee, 

tea, sugar [proportion of], wines, spirits, fruits 
and spices, tnolu**es [proportion o! ], salt,* oal, 
fish, beer, ale and porter, and, various other 
unenumerated articles, value $*>0,242,000. 1 du- 

ties, $5,735,000. Freights, $2,985,000. 
“Foreign articles for manufacture in the U. S 

such a* sugar [proportion ol], mola>ses [propor- 
tion of], it on f proportion of], steel, hides and <ur$, 

copper and brass, mahogany, wool, rags, salt- 

petre, hemp, indigo, dye stud*, &.c., bri*tlcs, 
camphor, dye wood, linseed, raw silk and other 
unenumerated articles, value $22,569,000. Du- 
ties, $4,677,000. Freights, $.3,754,150.” 

Now, sir, I have said that changes have taken 

place in the foreign trade of the country since the 

introduction of the manufacturing system of the 

United State*, which was naturally to be expect- 
ed, and I think it was suggested the other day by 
my friend from Maryland, near me, (Mr. John- 

son) that a great mistake is that we do not ac- 

commodate our legislation to the changing cir- 
cumstances of the country, and to think that we 

can go back to w here we were years ago, with- 
out disturbing any interest except those immed- 
iately affected, whereas such is the connexion 
and cohesion, ami *o closely are all these inter- 

ests united, that I he*: e comes to be a complexity 
in it, and there is no d islurbing one great branch 

of the system without injury to all the rest.— 

Here is’a table of our trade with South America 

and beyond the C^cs, w ith a comparison ol that 

trade in the year 1828 and the pre*ent year: 
Comparison ol our trade with places beyond the 

Cape of Good Hope an<$South Aroei ica 
In 1828—The value of Imports from the Dutch 

East Indies,'British East Indies, Manilla, China, 
Buenos Ayres, Brazils and other South American 

ports to this country, was $12,286,000. 
The value of our Domestic Exports to the same 

points, $3,763,000. The tonnage shipping em- 

ployed, 49,291. 
fn 1845—Our Imports from the same ports, 

were to-the value of $21,519,000—being an in- 

crease of 75 per cent. I he vahte of our Dom- 
estic Exports to said ports, $7,257,000—being an 

increase of 90 per cent, and the tonnage ot ship- 
ping employed, 122,657, or an increase of 150 
per rent.” 

The whole increase of tonnage employed over 

the increase in the value of imports, isowing to 

the present impottation of the ronr«e and bulky 
articles for manufature, instead of the manufac- 
tured silk and cotton goods of China, Manilla and 
Calcutta. 

It is apparent that the increased employment 
of our tonnage of one hundred and fifty per cent, 
in this distant transport, ha> been from the im- 
portation of the raw materials for manufacture 
in our country, ami of the increased qualities of 
coffees and teas, and no doubt increased expor- 
tation of our domestic products, to those distant 

places has been promoted by in this increase im- 

ports. Those domestic products were manufac- | 
lured cotton and woolen goods, lumber and arti- 
cfes of furniture, provisions of all kinds, naval j 
stores,cotton, tobacco, rice, candles, &c &c 

I have another table, Mr. President, exhibiting 
our trade w ith the North of Europe, presenting 
the same geocral result, and 3* we have ceased j 

to import hemp to a great extent from Russia, 

the increase in the tonnage is principally from j 
exportations: i 

“Our trade with the North of Europe, (viz: 
Russia, Sweden, Germany, and Holland,) shows 
a falling off in the imports of— 

In the year 1828, $11,214,000 
to 

In the year 1845, 4,059,000 
Decrease of $7,155,000 

And an increase in our domestic exports of— 
In the year 1828, ... $5,085,000 

to 
In the year 1845, ... 6,346,000 

Increase of $1,261,000 
And nn increase in the tonnage of— 

In 1828 136,100 tons. 

In 1845 197,000 

Increase, 60,900 tons of shipping. 
Thi9 increase is from the transport of our do- 

mestic exports to those places.” 
It will be interesting to note some of the arti- 

cles of import from those places, in which that 
reduction strikingly appears. 

lo 1828. In 1845 
Manufs of cotton and flax $2,190,000 $165,500 | 

Do of iron and steel 2,204,000 677,000 | 
Do of Glass, 458,000 128,000' 

Leather, 330,000 2,100! 
Sail Cloth, 345,000 186,0001 
Linseed Oil, 130,000 13,000 1 
Cordage,- • 145,000 54,000 
Manufactured Hemp, 99o,000 211,000 

Do Flax, 37,000 31,000 
Wool, 97,000 31,000 
Rags, .... none. 12,000 

6,926,000 1,570,000 
Thus showing a reduction in the manufactur- 

ed goods, hemp, &c., imported from those coun- 

tries, of more than three-fourths of the whole 
amount. 

T hese facts are certainly of importance in con- 

sidering the employment of our shipping in the 

transport of raw materials, such as cotton, flax, 
hemp, iron, coal, &c., coastwise in our own 

country, for the manufacture of goods which 
have taken the place of the foreign manufactur- 
ed goods imported and consumed by us sixteen 

years ago. 
A very important fact in connexion with this 

part of the subject, is, that this trade is almost 

entirely in your own vessels. It is divided hv 
none. We know that in the trade between us 

and England, about a third of the navigation is 
in the hands of England. 

But in the trade with the north of Europe, 
&c., the trade is on American account, and to 

our advantage; and to a great extent we pay for 
the importations by domestic products. We do 
not now hear of any extraordinary amounts of 
specie to meet these demands—the products of 
our own industry and our own people, in a man- 

ufactured state, are carried out. These remarks 
might b8 extended to other tables showing other 

results but 1 am quite desirous of getting through 
the duty which remains to be performed by me 

on this subject, and 1 shall therefore pass this 

part of the case by a yery few additional obser- 
vations. 

It is obvious, sir, that for the same reason that 
the raw material imported for the manufacturer 
pays a large proportion of freight, articles of ex- 

port from our side for the same purpose pay also 
a large proportion—as every body knows is the 
case with cotton—and this proves that in every 
measure concerning the interest of navigation, 
wc should consult rather the great and bulky ar- 

ticles, than the small where the value is great 
and the bulk diminished. And as I have alrea- 

dy said, sir, this large trade is in our own hands. 
The bill will be directly injurious to thi^ em- 

ployment. 
i Now, sir, one cannot say to what extent this 

; change of system may effect the navigation of the 
! country, but its tendency is unquestionably to 
i cripple and cramp the navigation interest. Its 
tendency is to diminish the demand for tonnage 

;—for navigation—for the carrying trade. And 
1 think I might on this occasion without impro- 
priety call the attention of the Senator from 

I Maine farthest from me, (Mr. Fairfield,) a gen- 
tleman who here represents a State if not first, 
at least among the very first in regard to the a- 

! mount of its navigation. The ships of Maine are 

; found in every quarter. They are round the 

j Cape and in the North seas. They bring home 
< these raw materials; and every thing that dimin- 

| ishes the consumption of those raw materials in 
, our own country, diminishes the chances of em- 

ployment to every ship owner in the State of 
Maine. I will read an extract or two from a 

letter which I have received on this subject:— 
Baltimore, 20th July, 1846. 

“Sir,—I notice that the new' tariff bill has in 
its schedules, silk, mahogany, hides, brazette 
wood, logwood, fustic, Rio Hache wood, Lima 

wood. Sandal wood, red cedar, pig copper, ni- 
trate of of soda, or the sal soda of Peru, saltpe- 
tre, block, and all sorts of crude woods, and ma- 

ny drugs of bulk, and all n ore or less dutiable, 
and tea and coffee lelt free. 

This is curious free trade 
These are the articles that give our vessels 

| homeward freights, and being chiefly gross ar- 

| tides of great bulk;—they appeal most strongly 
! to be classed in the free list You know very 
well that our outward bound vessels to the Eng- 
lish islands can get no sort of return cargo unless 
they go to Cuba or Porto Rico, for sugar or mo- 

lasses—else to some salt port, or bring home 
some sort of irood or hides from St. Thomas, or 

the Main. 1 speak of small vessels that trade 
to the West Indies and the Spanish Main. 

Gross, crude articles of this sort, aid shipping 
interests, and assist making up cargoes to Europe 
of various su< h articles if free such as logwood 
particularly and Brazilletta and Rio Hache wood 
in cotton ships even for dunnage. 

1 call free trade the policy that lets crude ar- 

tides in free, as in “old times.” * * 

“As far as 1 can judge and being myself en- 

gaged in shipping interests, I think this bill very 
! unfriendly to such interests—and as to being a 

free trade bill,—it is—any thing else—as 1 un- 

derstand fice trade, as to the articles named 
I am, dear sir, your friend and fellow citizen, 
[Signed] WILLIAM MILES. 

Mr. Webster then passed on to the discussion 
of other topics connected with the subject of the 

Tariff. 

INTERESTING DEBATE IN THE SEN- 
ATE ON THE TARIFF BILL. 

Tuesday, July 28. 
Mr. Simmons said that allusion had been made 

by the honorable Senator from South Carolina 
'Sir. McDuffie) to the expected effect of this 
bill upon the laboring classes of the country ; 
and his calculation was, that although the bill 

might and probably would reduce the prices of 
labor to some extent, yet that the correspon- 
ding reduction of price in commodities they con- 

sumed would more than make up for it; so that, 

upon the whole, their condition would be much 

| bettered. Now, lie wished to ask that gentle- 
man to what commodities he alluded, the prices 
of which w ere to be so i*uch reduced as to make 

j up to the artisan the reduction in the price of his 
labor? The consumption of the United States 
was fifteen hundred millions; of which amount 
one thousand millions worth consisted of agricul- 
tural products. These then, constituted two- 

thirds of the consumption of the laborer. Did 
the bill reduce to him the price of these articles? 

Mr. McDuffie replied that the bill would 

! have no effect on the prices of agricultural pre- 
1 
ducts w hen they were consumed by those who 

raised them. Nineteen-twentieths of our agri- 
cultural products were consumed by those'who ; 

produced them, but of those which were sold the ! 

price would be increased. 
Mr. SiMMons. “The price will be increasedj 

and where then will be the compensation to 

the laborer5 Two-thirds of what he consumes 

consists of the products of agriculture; and on all 

these, according to the Senator's own showing 
he will have to pay more than he now does.— 
How will this compensate him for a reduction 
in the price of his labor? Will the Senator ex- j 
plain? The honorable gentleman does not seem 

very well to know which way to state it, wheth-1 
er the bill will increase the price of agricultural 

products or diminish them. He msy take it 

either wav. 

Mr. McDuffie. 1 have just said that, when 

these products are consumed by the farmer who 

raises them, the bill, of course, will have no ef- 

fect; but it will raise the price of what he has to 

sell. 
Mr. Simmons. Very well; then all the food 

which our laborers buy will be enhanced in 

price, while the price of all he makes is to be re- 

duced. Will this greatly benefit him r 

Mr. Le wis. Who admits that under this bill 
the price of labor will be reduced ? 

Mr. Simmons. The honorable Senator from 
South Carolina does. 

Mr. McDuffie. 1 said that the money price 
of labor might to some extent be reduced, but 
that this would be compensated to the laborer 

by the reduced price of what he consumes. 

Mr. Simmons. The umoney price of labor !” 
What other price is there? 1 know of no other 

price of labor than the money price. The bill 

then is to raise the price of his food; and this is 

to be made up to him, 1 suppose, by cutting 
down the price of the products of his labor! — 

The shoemakers will like this amazingly; for, 
while they pay more for their bread, they will 

get less for their shoes. [A laugh ] 
Mr. McDuffie. The shoemakers are wholly 

independent of this bill. 
Mr. Simmons. Oh, then I suppose the shoe- 

makers are the true aristocracy. While other 

people are to be cut down, they are to be left in 

independence. They are the “bloated capital- 
ists,” I suppose. 

The Senator from Massachusetts says that the 

people of his State were once opposed to the 

protection of manufactures because they were 

mainly addicted to the pursuits of commerce. 1 
cannot make any suck admission for \ke peopte 
of Rhode Island. They too were, and still are, 

largely interested in commerce; but they have 

ever been in favor of protection to our own in- 

dustry. But the honorable Senator from South 

Carolina, (Mr. McDuffie,) while’he admitted 
this bill would be no great blessing to the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, went in- 
to some details to show what a great benefit it 

would be to the people of the great West. Ac- 

cord ing to his calculations the reduced duty on 

woollens will occasion a loss to the Treasury of 

three millions of dollars; but this is to be made 

up by an increased importation to the value 
of three millions. He admits that it will reduce | 
the price of our own woollen goods, the product 
of American labor, to the amount of $*2,600,000; 
and a further reduction on those imported of 

$100,000 will enable us to consume three mil- 
lions of dollars worth more than we now do of 
the imported article. 

And this is the new doctrine of political econ- 

omy! The more we reduce the rewards of our 

own productive labor, the more able we shall be 

to import and consume the products of labor 

abroad. 
The Senator further observed, in speaking of 

the blessings this bill is to confer on our labor- 

ers, that the present duties on cottons are so 

frightfully enormous that the benefit from tak- 

ing them oft' w ill be so great that it is beyond all 

human comprehension. God may know how 
much it will be, but man strives to estimate it in 

vain. Well, how much was this frightful duty 
in 1816? It was equal to six and a half cents 

per square yard on coarse cottons. And what is 

it now ? It is six cents. And yet this is so big 
a duty that no finite mind can reckon the gain 
that must result from taking it off! 

But now 1 come to the democratic features of 
this hill. The Senator said that he would tell 
the Senator from Massachusetts what these dem- 
ocratic features were; and he stated some of 
them. 1 will beg leave to point his attention to 

one more. More than seven millions worth of 
the fine cotton goods now imported are of such 
a value a* to go above all the minimums of the 

existing law. More than half of all our importa- 
tions are of goods worth more than thirty cents a 

yard. I ask the honorable Senator whether 
these are the goods on which the poor laborer is 
to make such a saving as will compensate him 

for the reduction of his labor? Are these the 

goods he wears, or his wife, or his children? 

They arc among the most elegant fabrics of the 

loom; light as gossamer, and beautifully colored, 
costing here a dollar a yard. The bill reduces 
the duties on this species of goods to benefit the 

revenue; and the consequence w ill be such a sa- 

ving to the poor in the price of their clothing 
that they will be reconciled to take less for their 
labor. 

Mr. McDuffie. On fine white cottons the 

duty is raised from twenty to twenty-five per 
cent. 

Mr. Simmons. Exactly. Ami that is accor- 

ding to the gentleman's theory. Increase duty 
on the goods the laborers do u*e. and take it off 

on those they do not. Mr. S. here went into 
some detail as ?o the comparative duties on cot- 

tons under the law of 1842 and under the pro- 
posed hill, which we do not undertake to give; 
but the result was an acknowledgment by Mr. 
McDuffie that he had been mistaken. 

Mr. S. continued. Yes; and so are a great 
many others mistaken, both as to the true ope- 
ration of the present law, and the certain effect 
of the law now proposed; vet they argue, and 
make speeches, and declaim as vehemently as if 

they knew what they were talking about. 
Then the hill reduces the duty on ready-made 

clothing. Are these articles which the labor- 

ers of the country import? Why, they would 
not wear such things if you would give them to 

them. More than a million of dollars worth of 
the«e articles, made up in Europe ready for 
Americans to put on, come in now every year. 
Look at the condition of those whose living is de- 

rived from making up such articles here among 
ourselves—many of them poor females, who 

are glad to get this work that they may earn 

bread by it, (and they can earn no more)—many 
of them orphans, who water their work with 
their tears; some who labor for sick mothers, 
and others for helpless little brothers and sisters. 

; These must he turned out of employment by this 
: hill and left to starve. And this is a democratic 

I bill—a bill to benefit the poor. 
But that is nr.t the worst of it. We are to use 

goods made abroad that we may make, the labor- 
ers of Europe rich, so that they may consume 

our breadstuff'. For this purpose we lower the 

price of the labor of our own people, and that i* 

the way in which this bill is to protect our me- 

chanics, our hnrdi-erafl men. 

Mr. McDuffie. Just so it was under all pre- 
vious tariff bills. 

Mr. Simmons. 1 do not know that. 1 am 

far from admitting any such thing During 
i the la*t Presidential canvass we must all re- 
i member that the papers were filled with de- 
nunciations of the law of 1842, beause it did not 

I make sufficient discrimination between imported 
woolens and imported ready-made clothing; it 

gave hut ten per cent, to protect the labor of 
our own people; and I was applied to to tel! why 
this was so. Well, that bill, though thus fierce- 
ly denounced, did make some discrimination in 
favor of our own labor; but this bill, this new 

democratic bill, puts our own labor down, to en- 

courage the foreign in preference. Look at the 
shoemakers. They are independent of this bill, 
the Senator says. Well; but still it provides a 

benefit for them among the other artisans of the 

country; and the benefit is to let in French boots 
and slippers at reduced duties. Does the Illinois 
farmer, that the Stnator told us about, wear 

French slippers? Do the people of the valley of 
the Mississippi, who the gentleman thinks are to 
be made by this bill, do they follow the plough in 
French boots? Why, before they had made one 

furrow across a good sized field they would be 
burst out. [A laugh.] French slippers—to ben- 
efit our laboring men! The truth is, the bill, 
from beginning to end, takes off duties on finery 
and increases duties on raw material. That is 

its character thoughout. But the Senator says 
that it puts only five per cent, on the raw mate- 
rials, and that is a mere trifle. The Senator 
was probably not in his seat when 1 read the 
statements in regard to our chemicals. The ar- 

ticle of crude brimstone (a large component in 
gunpowder) was by the law of 1842 admitted 
free of duty; in this bill it pays a duty of fifteen : 

per cent. Bleaching powders, that formerly! 
paid one cent, now pay ten. 

But I will got pursue this further. 

THE “REPEAL” QUESTION. j 
In the Senate, on Wednesday, after the fate of, 

the Tariff bill had been decided, Mr. Webster 

said, 1 rise chiefly to say that a great duty will 

devolve on both Houses at the commencement of 

the next session, just the same as if the motion 
of the honorable Senator had pievailed. Had 

his motion been adopted, Ibis bill would have 

come up for discussion as soon as we should re- 

assemble. And l tell gentlemen on the other 

side that the President’s signature to Inis bill i 

will not he dry till a determination will be enter- 

ed into, far and wide, to bring it under the revi- 

sion of this very Congress for re-consideration. It 

ought to be so, and it w ill be so. The bill goes 
into effect on the first of December next, and w e 

i meet here on the 5th; and 1 here tell you that on 

i (he very first day of our session, a bill will be in 

the other House to repeal this law. 
A Iriend near me (Mr. Evans) says that there 

will be another bill there before it, and that 

i will be a bill to carry on the Government. [A 
| laugh ] However that may be, a bill will be 

! there to repeal this law; and it ought to be so. 

j It is as impossible as that the sun should go 
backward and set in the east, as that the people 

■ should suffer the principles contained in this bill 
i to prevail. Gentlemen do not know the people. 
| [A laugh ou the Democratic side of the Senate.] 
| l say they do not know the people between here 
l and Maine—1 speak, of course of Southern gen- 

tlemen; and though they tnoy laugh now, they 
| will laugh on the other side of their mouth* be- 

fore next December. They do not know the 

men on whom this bill is mainly intended to 

operate; they do not know' their character, nor 

their pursuits, nor their politics So far as my 
advice may go—and 1 shall address it,ol course, 

to my own people—they will lie united in catl- 

ing on this very Congress to reverse its decision. 
There are people in the country who think they 
have been deceived; and they say, that they have 
been deceived once is the fault of others; it they 

1 nre deceived a second time, it will be their own. 

j A great portion of the members of the popular 
j branch of the Legislature are to be elected be- 
1 fore December. Gentlemen who have voted 
! for this bill will go home, and there they will 

| learn the sentiments of the people. These elec- 
| lions will be pending, and they will be interro- 

gated by the people. Political professions will 

then be examined, and will be judged ot by their 

appraisers, ad valorem [A laugh ] 
What ha* been the history ol this measure in , 

Congress! The other House, after a sitting of | 
some seven months, sent the bill to us; it was re- 

ferred to no committee—it was accompanied 
with no report; but pressed through the body in 
a manner never known before in this {Senate; a 

question of this magnitude, involving as it doe* 
an infinite investigation of details, and yet not 

one of these details investigated by any body— 
not one! Can gentlemen believe that the great 
mass of the people will not be able to see that 

the measure has been brought about by certain 

political disappointments and extraordinary pro- 
ceedings in the Legislature ? Most certainly they 
will. They cannot, but see and feel in a matter 

so nearly concerning them. Public sentiment 
is excited on this subject. 1 venture to say that 

on two points public opinion is settled: first, as 

to the utter folly of the ad valorem principle in 
the imposition of duties—and I donotbelieve 
that there are at this moment five gentlemen in 
the Senate who, if left to their own choice, would 

prefer that mode, nor indeed can ! persuade my- 
self that there is a man in the whole Executive 
Government who, if the biil were now to come 

for the first time from theTreasurv, would have 
it in its present form. All the industry of the 

land is against it; the manufacturers are against 
it, the importers are against it. the shipowners 
are against it—no man cries God save it; it is 

against the sentiment of the land. The great 
principle of a ju-1 discrimination in favor of such 
articles as the general interest requires, is the 

principle which commands the approbation of the 
American people. 1 here tell gentlemen we *hall 
have henceforward no more ad valorem tariffs.— 
We never shall go on the principle of a hori- 
zontal tarifT. This hill cannot stand. It will 

not stand. It is a house built upon the sand; and 
no intelligent man will think himselfsnfc beneath 
its roof: it will fall on him and crush him 

I have never said that the tarifT of 1840 might 
not be well amended: but this l say, that the 

principles of that law are grounded on all true 

political science, on all sound legislation, and 

they are so imbued in the minds of the people 
that nothing con get them out. 'They will have 

specific duties, and you cannot help it. You 
might as well resist the. course of an avalanche. 

Having said this, 1 will add nothing of an ex- 

citing or offensive kind. I give my advice. I 
say that public opinion will express itself in a 

way you cannot withstand. If there shall he a 

public acquiescence in the system broached by 
this bill, he it so. Then we shall fall down upon 
another principle in regard to our revenue. But 
if in the coming elections the public voice shall 
be loud and distinct, so that members will be ob- 
liged to hear and to obey if, they will not defer 
to another Congress the correction of our errors, 
but they will bring this hill before those who 
made it, and that on the very first day that we 

shall again convene. 

“SWORN INVOICES.” 
A very large majority of the Whigs are oppo- 

sed, and most decidedly opposed, to any com- 

promise bill, which shall surrender the great and 

leading principle of specific duties. Abandon 
that, and you abandon every hope of honestly 
collecting the duties. A majority of the invoices 

presented at the custom-houses will be fraudu- 

lently, and yet readily sworn to. On this point 
l can speak of facts within my own knowledge 
while Deputy Collector. Let me state a case. 

A German merchant, by the name of-, 
had repeatedly entered goods at this custom- 

house by fraudulent invoices, to the verity of 
which he had sworn. At length he was discov- 
ered. Assoon as he suspected the discovery, he 
called upon me at my own house, and Mated that 
he should probably have some difficulty with the 

Collector, in which case I could render him an 

essential service 1 remarked, without permitting 
him to proceed, that i was a Government officer, 
and would report all he said to the Collector. 

He continued: Five or six thousand dollars i* 
no ohject to me; and I know you will not betray 
the confidence I repose in you. I again Mopped 
him, stating, if he persisted, 1 should order him 
out of my house. He said nothing more, except 
urging that “/Ac oath was only a custom house oath." 

Immediately on going to the custom-house, 1 re- 

ported to Mr. Curtis, the Collector, the conver- 

sation verbatim, as near as 1 could recollect it- — 

The man was arrested, gavo hail, and ran away 
1 now repeat, abandon specific duties, and at 

leaM one-half your invoices will be fraudulent, 
and sworn to, because, "they are nothing but cus- 

tom house oaths."—N. Y. Corr of Nat. Int. 

THE MEXICAN WAR-LOCOFOCO ABUSE. 
Those most valiant Mexican heroes, Gaston 

FT Wilder and W. W. Holden are, we learn, 
* laying about them in great wrath, upon all who 
! doubt the wisdom or necessity of the Mexican 
! War. One might suppose that they were the 
first to volunteer for the War, and that it took 
all their friends to hold them back from pitching 
bodily into the bowels of Mexico, and ripping 
her fore and aft. One might suppose that with a 

handtul of trusty followers, they had, before this 
time, finished that small job “before breakfast,” 
and that they had, ere this, sent up an anthem of 
praise to James K. Polk from the “Halls of the 
Mnntezumas.” But, where arc these Hotspurs? 
Fighting the Mexicans? Not they. Their soft 
“hands were never made to carry a musket!”— 

! They are not to be caught in the ranks with To-1 
ry Whigs! These impudent rascals have *o cf-1 
fectually filled up the ranks, that pure Demo- j 
crats, like this pa ir of worthies, would feel too 
uncomfortable in fighting by their side! If the 1 

Whigs had behaved a little -more politely, and * 

waited, as gentlemen ought to have done, until 
their Democratic neighbors had had a chance to ! 
volunteer, why then, this pair of Candidates 
might have done something besides talking. But 
the die is cast The Regiment is full, and the 
Whigs, by a great majority, have filled it. And 
our Wake patriots have now a perfect freedom 
to mouth at all who are not Mexico-mad. 
UlgH Register. 

THE SUB-TREASURY BILE. 
When the Sub-Treasury Bill was before the 

Senate, on Wednesday, Mr. Benton said he as- 

sisted in framing the late Sub-Treasury Bill, but 

after it went into operation he found that it was 

a humbug, and that he had been bamboozled.— 
It was a matter of public concern that tho«e 

entrusted with legislation should see to lhi% and 
he hoped that all the loop-holes would he slopped, 
and that there would he no cracks in this hill 
larire enough for a large man to creep out. 

Mr. Benton, later in the debate, enlarged upon 
these views, and complained that tin* creditors 
of the Government were to be paid in paper 
monev,as they would. The amendment pemling | 
would make tho Treasury Department a mam- 

moth Bank of issue. .It provided Treasury cur- 

rency and allowed Notes or Dry Its to be sent out 

of the denomination of $50, $100, $500 and more. 

Mr. Benton astonished the Senate by the reci- 
tal of an occurrence which took place in the 

summer of 1S40. A letter was sent to the Sec- 

retary of the Senate to be read. It was marked 
confidential, written in August, and signed by r. 

Hartley Crawford, then Indian Agent. The let- 
ter was written to the Indian Agent in Missouri, 
under the direction of the Secretary of War and 

1 the Secretary of the Treasury, and its object 
| was to persuade the Lillians to receive their pay- 

ments in the notes of the Bank cf the United States, 
then laigely depreciated. Full evidence of this 

deliberate purpose was furnished in the letter to 

the Agent and in the answer. 

Mr. Miller asked if this Agent’s letter was on 
' 
hie, when he was nominated and confirmed as 

, Judge of the Criminal Court. 
Mr. Calhoun expressed great surprise at this 

attempt to cheat the Indians, and the recital of 
the occurrence created great amazement in the 

■ Senate. Mr. Benton regarded it ns a specimen 
| of bad faith, and he was fur checking it. 

[ We have no doubt but that, as it stated above, 
: Judge Crawford, acted at that time under the di- 

i rection of the Treasury Department, and follow- 

ed the instructions that were given him on the 

subject. He had no discretion in the matter, 
and is not to be blamed fur the act of the govern- 

! me.nl ] 
MR. BUXTON’S COURSK. 

We solicit public attention to the lemarkablc 
speech, delivered by trie Missouri Senator on 

Monday last. No man, it seems to us, can a- 

rise from its perusal without the most entire con- 

viction, if he had doubted previously, that the 
new Tariff Rill, which, if it pass at all, will be- 
come a law by his vote, ought to be promptly re- 

pudiated, arid scouted from the Senate chamber. 
This is strong language; but it is not stronger 
than the character given by Mr. Renton to this 
ill digested bantling of the financial coxcomb, 
who preside* over the Treasury Department .au- 

thorizes u* to use. Kook at the terms by 
which this bill is characterized by the Senator 
from Missouri. Referring to that section propos- 
ed to be stricken out by Mr. Webster, and which 
he nevertheless, if the bill should pass, seemed 
desirous of ictaining, he pronounced it, “one 

not suitable to the genius of our Government, or per- 
haps consistent with our ConstitutionHe affirms 

I that the lull is “contradictory and incomprchensibU 
that “fraud was never before rewarded, ex- 

cept by this bill—it is the first bill, in the annals 
of legislation, which rewards fraud.” [In tins 
remark, however, the Missouri Senator is mista- 
ken. The various Pre-emption bills, of which 

! he has been such a strenuous suppoitcr, have 
been the source of innumerable frauds, in conse- 

quence of the temptations to robbery and perju- 
ry held out by their provisions.] And finally, 

: he exclaim*, “Verily we live in strange times, 
I when such novelties are brought forward.” 

And yet, alter thus holding up the Adminis- 
i tration scheme to the just abhorrence of the 

j country, Mr. Benton, with a want of firmness not 
i always characteristic of the nun, but which on 

! more than one great occasion lie has displayed — 

1 shi inking from the frowns of the Kxecutive, or 

; trembling under the uplifted party lash—declares 
; his intention to vote lor a measure to which he 

1 deems such unmeasured denunciation, applica 
hie ! He declares, in effect, that he shall vote 

: for the bill, because the ausr ices under which it 

! has been introduced, ami the circumstances un- 

der which its passage i* pressed upon Congre s, 
1 leave him no discretion, deprive him of the abil- 

ity to deliberate, and render him unable to “act 

up to the elevation of the fortunate circumstan- 
ces in which the party now finds itself!!” He 
proclaim* to the country that the members of 

I the Senate aie so trammelled by some strange 
and mysterious influence—so paralyzed by 

: some potent spell- that they cannot “act like 

| Legislator, and therefore he declines “to bring 
I all the contribution of his knowledge and in- 

dustry to perfecting the details of a bill,” 
which he admits is alike odious in principle and 
monstrously detective in some of its leading pro- 
visions! And yet, with this avowal, made under 
the-e circumstances, the Senator from Missouri, 
with a remarkable facility of self-deception, at- 

tempts If) excuse a course of action so utterly 
inconsistent with his reasoning, by the declara- 
tion that he will not consent to “he worked a* a 

machine,” in divesting this hill of its objections 
b'e feature*, and in supplying its rmt )es* obvious 

j defieic.nces Not “worked as a machine!1’ — 

What but a machine is lie, when, in despite of 
! the convict ions of his judgment, which lie has 

the candor to utter, he is induced to vote for a 

measure, to which are applicable such formida- 

j hie objections? it he weic really desirou*of e*- 

! caping the i imputation of being tfins “worked” by 
! some extraneous influence, he would have en- 

deavored to remedy the glaring defects which lie 

| has had the candor to expose. What more pas- 
j sive instrument could the Administration desire 
| upon the floor of the Senate, than Mr. Benton 
shows himself to he on this occasion, when he 

| avows his determination to sustain a measure by 
! hi* vote which fie condemns by his speech?— 

Richmond Whig. 

THE MORMONS ENLISTED. 
The Nauvoo Eagle of the 17th ultimo contains 

the official papers in relation to the enlistment 
ol from three to live hundred Mormons, to act in 

the expedition under the command of Gen. Kear- 
ney- We learn from the same source that Gen. 

i Kearney, in consideration of the Mormon Cown- 
! oil having placed fire hundred men at thedispoc- 
; al of the Government, has pledged himself that 

protection shall be given to the emigrating Mor- 
mons, and that they shall have the me of ‘‘any of 

| the Indian lands they may think proper to '•elect,” 
until they are ready to cross the Mountains. The 

S Mormons have, in accordance with this arrange- 
ment, selected Grand Island, on the Platte liver, 
for their temporary residence. It is a large tiact, 

! and has a >all spring upon it. There they will 
! winter, and collect the the entire Mormon popu- 
; lation of the West, preparatory to their march to 

i California next spring. They propose to push 
! forward for this point ns rapidly a-» possible, and, 
after reaching it, to send back from five hundred 
to one thousand wagons, for the purpose of help- 
ing along those who may yet be in Illinois, Iowa, 
and Missouri. This is to be done with all possi- 
ble expedition. Grand Island is stated to be be- 
tween one and tvvo hundred miles wed of Coun- 
cil Bluffs. At the last dates the requisition of 
Gen. Kearney was rapidly filling up; and on 

the 7th the United States officers gave the Mor- 
mons a splendid fete or bail, which is said to 
have been a fine a flair. General Kearney dis- 
tinctly pdnts to California as his place <•/ desliua- 
fion, and that he stipulates for the dischargeof 
the Mormons from service in that country: 

SHORT SERMONS. 
A correspondent of the Christian Watchman 

stales that a pastor of one of the churches in 
Boston, on the late oppressively hot Sabbath, 
‘so far consulted the wishes of hi> congregation, 
as to preach two very excellent, hut short «er- 

inons ; the morning discourse being but twenty- 
eight, and the afternoon some few minutes les* 
in length. The other service* were proportion- * 

ably short. For this consideration, I tie pastor 
received the sincere thanks of hi* parish, with 
the compliment that he had one very desirable j 
qualification for his office, common sense.' 

DEATH OF CAPT. PAGE. 
We have already announced the death of ih* brave and lamented Captain Page, on board the 

steamer Missouri, oft* Cairo, on his war from 
New Orleans to St. Louis. 

Capt. Page was a native of Maine; he was ap- 
pointed a Second Lieutenant of the 8th Infin! 
try from Massachusetts, on the 13th of Febrn^ 
ry. ISIS. He was brevetted 1st January, 1*29 
and received his commission as Captain the 30ih of April, 1831. 

In noticing his death, the New Orleans pjra. 
yunc thus feelingly and beautifully speak*: 

Just before the close of that battle. a sjx 
pound hall struck him upon the jjw, completely 
carrying away the lower jaw-bone and deprive? 
him of the power of speech, the functions 0f 
mastication and almost of deglutition. His wife 
was with him when he died The hero!*ru of thi« 
lady in fleeing afar to a strange land to the relief of her husband and her perseverance under di**r pointmenls that baffled for a time the eagerness of devoted affection, have imparted to the fate of Capt. Page a romantic interest, and induced a 
larger share of public sympathy for hie situation ! than that of any other sufferer. The skill of 

j medicine, the fond assiduities of self-sacrificing | love, and the concern of a whole people, Co»ild 
not avert his fate He is gone hence forever* 

The ten ible character of his wound* mav he 
imagined from the fact that his friends feared ha 
would recover from them. In this instance hot* 
was hopeless. The only gleam of light which 

| fell upon the conch of the mutilated soldier wa< 
reflected from the shaft of death. The *i?ns of I recovery, which at intervals matke»J his Miffrr. 

i ings, were felt as bad omens The chancy 
which chequered the effort* of medical science 

: were nil against him. He had no part nor lot in 
the comfort his distant friends expressed whtn 
his recovery was thought to he possible. })„ 
was a melancholy instance of a case which re. 
versed the sympathies of our nature—in which 
it was merciful to despair—in which hope was 
lonure. 

Under the circumstances death was to Cap- tain Page a messenger of peace. He was sum- 
moned home. He was spared to leceive the 

; sympathies of his countrymen, the warm as- 

! sistance of his friends and the diviner care 

| of the partner of his life. He had te*M 
the strength of public gratitude, of privaie friend* 

| ship and domestic love For this he seemed to 
have been reserved from the martyrdom of the 

; battle-field. His mission was ended, j>nd he 
died when all the better feelings of the human 
heart were concentrated upon him, as a (lower 
that perisheth at mid-day. Hi** friends -and we 

were of these—lament the death of an excellent 
centb man and a gallant soldier, in who«e bosom 
dwelt the soul of honor. There is another 
mourner whose sorrowing will he heeded of 
angels. 

THE LONG FASTER. 
Cap!. Mulholland, w hose abstinence from eve- 

ry kind of food except water, created some talk 
last winter, was said to have died in March; but 
w-e find by the Red River Republican that he 
lived until the 7th July ultimo, on which day he 
expired, in the parish of Rapides, Louisiana. He 
went forty-nine days without tasting a particle 
of food. During this time he would allow nobo- 
dy to change his clothes or do any thing with 
him; lie could not speak; most of the time he 

appeared to be in a state of insensibility, but oc- 

casionally he would arouse himself, when he 
seemed to know what his situation was, and 
w hat was going on around him. If any per«on 
he did not wish to see, particularly a doctor, 
came into the room, he would look very angry. 
On the forty-ninth day he made signs that he 
wanted something to eat, after which for sever* 

al days he appeared to be convalescing. Ihe 
previous shock was greater than the system 
conM recover from, and he gradually sunk as if 
from consumption.—A*. Y. Sun. 

GENERAL SCOTT AND THE WAR 
The New Y"i k Courier, in the course of an 

able article on the War with .Mexico, ai rives at 

lho«e conclusions: 
1st. Through I lie ^ant of foresight of the ad* 

I ministration, in providing means of transporta- 
tion, General Taylor was entirely unable to fol- 
low' up hi'* first successes on the Rio Grand?, 
and to make a victorious and possibly an unre- 

Nisted march into the interior of Mexico, wi*h 

! the regular force and the 6 months volunteers, 
who on his fust call hastened to his slancVd— 
and 

2d. That the inactivity of the twelve mentis 
volunteers who are now joining Grneial Tay- 
lor, and of the whole force of that officer, arisfi 
from a neglect of the counsel'* of fieri. Scott, 
and firm the entire inadequacy of the prepara- 
tions of the administration to give efficiency to 

the patriotic impulse of the nation, which hai 

furnished at the first intimation that they were 

wanted, more than the required number of vol- 

unteers. 

SYDNEY SMITH A PLAGIARIST. 
Such is the title ot an article ot more than 

twelve columns in the last number of I.ittmT* 
| Livrvc; Abk. token from the London Christian 
I Observer.— Its object is to establish the fact that 

this author,*!) well known in the literaly world, 
as the originator, we believe, of the Edinburg 

i Review-, and one of its earliest and most con- 

stant contributors, in his sermons was guilty nt 

the most extensive and literal plagiarism. I he 

w riter, in hi- Review of a volume of Sermon*, 
; published since this ceb braled author’s death, 

has detected and exposrd the ino>t glaring, 
and undeniable instances ot hteml c'>yv,,l£ 
not only ot a few sentences Inmi Dr. baa* 

Harrow, but whole and consecutive paragraph 
! and, indeed, almost entire discourses. ^ 

! select from the article a few passage* wh'»s? 
decided and confident usTrlmn* aid statement 

1 are fully borne out by unmet our extracts from 
• Dr. Harrow and Sydney Smith placed m parallel 
; columns.—Southern Churchman. 

EXECUTIVE POWER 
Gen. Chatman* is imprudently frank in disclo- 

sing the secrets of (he Department, hut we be 

licve the Post Master General has delegated to 

him no power, which he does not giv#* to nil other 
members ot the true failb. With rc«p*ct to the 

appointment of Cadets to West Point, the Wir 

Department has, for some years, insisted up*'n 
I the member of the District assuming the re-j»on- 
j sihility. It has been more recently that tb« 

Post Master General has divested himsell of i 

own rights and constituted every Democratic 
member of Congress, an Assistant Postmaster 
General, for li-e purpose of w elding the patron- 
age of the Government. We can conceive noth- 

ing more directly at variance with the *pinl °* 
! our institutions than the-* r.< m,mingling ol Execu* 

j tive and Legislative functions. It inu«t necevs** 
i iiy tend to rem er the member suhierv ient to 

Executive. He will use the appointing power, 
with no reference to the public interests, but,r* 

gratify his private feelings and to promo'* h s 

re-election. We think tlic unconditional suri*n 

der of the appointing power into the hands of an* 

! other person, and that person not of the Exe' m- 

tive branch of the Government, a misdemeanor 
| for which the Postmaster General might be im- 

peached. We believe lie would have just as 

much right to *eil the appointments lor money, 
as to barter them for support of the Executive ,r| 

Congress os he now' docs. — Lynchburg J pginw* 

DISGRACKFUI, FIGHT AM) PROMPT 
PUNISHMKNT. 

* A l the alarm of fire flown town on Saturday even- 

ing, several of the fire companies, in imitation of 

their rowdy compatriots in Philadelphia, ^ot in- 

to a disgraceful fight in Broadway, neat* the A** 
tor House, which was terminated by th« inter- 
vention of the Police, and the arrest of half a do- 
zen of the most riotous 1 he companies "bn 

have thus disgraced themselves and the Depay- 
ment w'erc Nos. 1,5, 6, *Ji, 31, and 36, and as soon 

as it was made known by th« Chief Engineer to 

Aid. Tappan. Chairman of the Fire and VVater 

Committee, he at once ordered their houses to be 

closed, and forbade the engines being used, until 
an investigation wa« had.—.V. Y. ('oitrter. 

ZLS* We understand that Yankee Allen, the 

celebrated Comic Diollist, will visit our city in 

a few days; ao look out for tua’ J> 31 — -t 


