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JVOJW an Address Delivered by S. M. Smith 
at a Picnic of Farmers' Associations, Green 
County, III. 

* ••' LABOR. 

There is an argument, if it may be called 
such, which I have used frequently, and 
which I intend to use here this afternoon. 
I said that when traveling across the 
country to Winchester, to make that speech 
of the 7th, that when I saw those small, 
poor homes, scattered all over this beauti
ful land, and saw that they were surround
ed with immense corn fields and immense 
shocks of grain, I also saw another thing, 
that the men who handled the products of 
that farmer who was occupying that poor 
dwelling, were living, in splendid mansions, 
a life of ease and luxury, and I said there 
was something wrong there, and I would 
right it by giving to the dweller in that 
hovel a fair share of the products of his 
labor, and I would level that hovel up to 
the palace. That was what I said. I 
never said or hinted what I was charged 
with. I never had an agrarian thought in 
my life. I would not level the palace 
down, but would level the hovel up. 
WEALTH HAS COME FROM PRODUCTIVE IN

DUSTRY. 

Now, bear this in mind, that all the 
wealth of the world comes from productive 
industry. 

WHEREIN THE EVIL LIES. 

The whole wrong lies in this : We are 
getting too little for our products, and 
those who handle them are getting too 
much. Col. Colman has shown you what 
it costs to get a bushel of corn or wheat to 
market from where he lives in Missouri, 
and we all know what it costs here, and 
that we pay three-fourths of the product of 
our labor to get the other fourth to market. 
If this is so, who fixes the price upon your 
labor ". • What have you to say in regard to 
its price, any more than did the slave of 
the South, in the days of his worst estate ? 
We are, in fact, in a condition of slavery, 
unless we can control the price of our own 
labor. If you fix the price of my labor, 
you circumscribe my actions, and fix me to 
one plan for my lifetime, without opportun
ity for rest or recreation. 

WHO HAS I T ? 

Again, it has been ascertained that the 
increase of wealth, accumulated through 
productive industry, in the last seventy 
years, exceeds that accumulated during 
the whole previous existence of the human 
race ; and that the last twenty years have 
exceeded the preceding fifty as much as 
the fifty did the whole preceding period. 
This is undoubtedly due to the develop
ment in agriculture and the arts and 
seieacea, and other modes by which we 
can accumulate wealth faster than we did 
under the old systems and before railroads; 
but who has go.t that wealth ? If it is in 
the hands of those who produced it—in our 
hands—then it is where it should be ; but 
if it is in those of men who produce noth
ing, then it is where it should not be. and 
we have been wronged. » 

Take Commodore Vanderbilt, for exam
ple, and suppose that twenty years ago be 
was worth five million dollars, and that to
day he is worth eighty. Now, how has he 
accumulated sixty millions in twenty years ? 
Mark it, he never earned a dollar is his 
life, and yet he has gotten into his hands 
sixty millions in twenty years. I must 
stop right here and not say another word 
on the subject, for here is sufficient proof 
that there is something wrong in this busi
ness, owing to which this man has accumu
lated so much. How did he do it ? Has 
he rendered an equivalent in the service 
he has performed for us in transporting 
out products to market, or has he not ? 
That is the question. If he has not, then 
we have been wronged of just so much 
money. 

PRESENT ABSURD SITUATION. 

But here comes the difficulty, which some 
folks think is insurmountable, and they 
laugh at the idea that you are going to fix 
a price upon your labor, and say that some
body else must do it. Think a moment. 
When you ladies want a calico dress, you 
go to a dry goods' merchant, and if you 
find an artiole that suits you, you ask what 
is the price. Suppose you were to say to 
him, you would give him 9 cents a yard 
for it, when it eost him 12, do you imagine 
you could buy that print at that rate ? Do 
you not know you would be hootod out of 
the store, ? And yet, does he not act so to 
you when you say, " I want you to take 
some of my butter, product of my dairy, in 
exchange for this print ?" He says, in 
reply, " I will give you so much for the 
butter." Did you ever think of the posi
tive ridiculousness, to say the least of it, 
of the position in which we place ourselves ? 

BUT THE FARMERS ARE IN DEBT.. 

But they say we cannot thus fix a price 
upon our products, because we are in debt, 
and they say we must sell anyhow. That 
is the smartest thing they have said, be
cause, the fact is, we are in debt. They 
meet us and say, " You cannot hold your 
corn, because you are in debt," and I ad
mit it. Then here comes the question, 
Was that debt a necessity ? or could we,- by 
some economy, somehow, have got along 
without making the debt or mortgage on 
our corn and pork, which is what we do 
when we incur these debts for reapers, 
mowers and corn planters; for when the 
notes are due, the corn belongs to the man 
who holds the note. This is fair dealing, 
and when your note becomes due, you have 
no business to say. " My corn is only 20 
cents, and I cannot settle." You must pay 
it. But it was not your, duty to give the 
note. That is where the wrong comet in. * 
THEIR CARELESSNESS WITH THEIR IMPLE

MENTS. 

When I have traveled over your prairies, 
as lately, I have seen, I will not say how 
many more, than I thought, o f reapers, 
mowers and plows, right out in the field 
where you left off work, where you took 
the clip of wheat, corn, oats or hay. 
There they lay, and are rusting or rotting 
out—machine! which, with proper care 
and housing, should last fifteen years. I 
know, for I have run my own that time, 
and they did very well last harvest. But 
you let them rust and wear out, until the 
time, came when you wanted another reap
er, end then you went to a man who had 
one whieh cost $46, and you agreed to pay 
$180 in six months, and gave your note at 
ten per cent, interest; and then pay for it 
in corn ajt 20 cents which cost 33. Did I 

not tell you there was something wrong, 
and am not I proving it now ? But this is 
our wrong. We ought not to have bought 
that machine at that price. The great 
wrong is, we are paying too much for 
what we buy, and getting too little for 
what we sell. Does not that cover the 
whole ground ? If corn costs you 33 cents 
and oats 26, and you sell the one for 20 
and the other for 18, how in Heaven's name 
do you expect to pay for a reaper which 
costs a man $45, but which he sells at $180 ? 

HOW PLOW MEN COMBINE. 

How do they get these prices? The 
plow men of this State, Illinois, all have 
their annual conventions! They come to
gether and agree that they will have just 
so much for plows during that year, no 
matter what we may get for our products, 
and for the last two years they have asked 
a 100 per cent, on the cost of production 
Thus that combination make a monopoly of 
the plow business; and no matter what 
agent or manufactory you buy of, you have 
to pay the same per cent. 

THE LADIES' COSIBINATION ON BUTTER. 

"Supposing, then, you were to do just 
like them ?" "But," says one, " we can
not ; we are too far apart—scattered all 
over this broad land, and isolated. We 
cannot combine" Cannot we ? Are you 
quite sure of this ? Suppose we turn upon 
the world in the same way, and lock up 
our corn-cribs, and when people want corn, 
let them come and get it. Is this possible ? 
Let me show you how it has been done, on 
a small scale, by the ladies of a county 
less than 100 miles from here, where they 
are celebrated for good grapes, and where 
they make good butter, which the merchants 
were buying at twelve and a half cents a 
pound. The ladies thought it over, and 
they agreed that it was worth more than 
that to make butter, so they decided, in a 
little circle around that county, not to take 
less than 25 cents. In a few days the gro
ceries ran out. A man came in and said, 
*' Have you any butter ?" " Why no ; the 
farmers, somehow, have not brought in 
any." To-morrow and next day there were 
the same question and reply, and the thing 
was growing serious, for people cannot live 
without butter, you understand. So the 
grocery man says, " I will jump into my 
wagon and go out and see Mrs. So and So, 
and get some. They have forgotten to 
bring it in, or something of that kind." 
So he drove out to the lady from whom he 
bought splendid butter, and asked if she 
had any. " No." He went to the next, 
and she had none. He drove around a lit
tle more, but got no butter. The next day 
the men in the town said, " We must have 
butter ; you must get some." By that time 
the grocery man began to smell a rat, and 
he drove out again and said, " Madam; 
what will you take for your butter ?" 
" Twenty-five cents a pound." He took i t , 
and now, when they want butter in that 
town, they take their wagons and go and 
get it, and when these ladies want grocer
ies they take their teams and go and get 
them, and that makes it equal. 

ECONOMY AND NON-INTERCOURSE. 

Now, I have brought this just where I 
wanted it. Find what will be a fair, rea
sonable price for your products, and hold 
them at that. But they turn around in 
this bugbear style, and say we are in debt. 
Let us get out of debt. Anything short of 
freezing and starving, for a couple of years, 
that we may own ourselves hereafter, is 
preferable to going on in the way we are. 
Do not buy anything that you can do with
out. Cannot we do without tea, sugar, 
coffee, tobacco or whiskey, if necessary ? I 
will agree to do all that for. a couple of 
years, if you will turn in and help me, and 
let the saving accumulate. If it is the sur
plus that reduces the price of our products, 
let us make a surplus of theirs. Will not 
that make it equal again ? That is the 
true remedy to begin with, and until we 
come to that point we are simply slaves. 
So long as we allow other people to fix a 
price upon our labor, just BO long are we 
slaves, having the semblance, and nothing 
else, of freemen. 

So I say there is a necessity for organiza
tion, for combination to meet combination. 
We can gain by concerted action just what 
these women did with their butter. See 
how easily we can meet combination with 
combination, provided we all agree ; but 
how are you going to agree in anything, 
unless you come together, united in a com
mon bond with a common purpose ? If we 
have union of action in this matter, the 
victory is ours. It is won in a moment. 

POWER OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Extract from a speech of Hon. C. K. Davis at 

Rochester, October 9. 
We may be driven to seek the aid of a power 

whose jurisdiction embraces all the territory oc
cupied by the railroads of the country. That 
power is the United States, and to its constitution 
we can look for authority to administer a compre
hensive remedy. That instrument gives to Con
gress the pow«r to "regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, and among the seueral States." 
That power to regulate commerce with foreign 
nations is one the exercise of which is coeval with 
with the adoption of the Constitution. The power 
to regulate commerce among the several States 
has remained dormant for the reason that until 
very recently there has been no .occasion for its 
employment. As to commerce with toreign na
tions, the exercise of the power of regulation has 
become so much a matter of course, that we seldom 
inquire into its origin. Harbors have been built on 
the seaboard; breakwaters have been constructed; 
customs have been imposed, and there has been 
an infinite variety of legislation on the subject. 
The other power is just as un questionable. These 
powers are measured only by the necessities 
which call them into action. And if there has 
arisen in the land a commercial power, or instru-
mently such as the railroad company, which reg
ulates commerce between the States at its own 
discretion in-such a manner as to be inimical to 
the prosperity of both producer and consumer—if 
in other words this irresponsible regulation de
stroys commerce in the true sense of 
the word and makes both producer 
and consumer mere feudatories of the in. 
atrament of commerce—if the companies 
raise rates when crops are are abundant and prices 
high, not upon any principle.of compensation, 
but upon the principles of an extortionate system 
which takes from producers much—then It is time 
that this dormant power should be exercised to its 
fullest extent. That these evils exist is most un
questionable. The people are taxed to pay divi
dends, not upon the actual cost of construction, or 
what that cost should be, but upon what construc
tion has cost, when performed by thieving rings, 

who are themselves monopolizing parasites upon 
the body of the huge monopoly. The people are 
taxed that dividends may be paid upon stock, 
watered and diluted stock, which represents noth
ing but the rapacity of the company and the pa
tient endurance of the people. The earnings of 
the Milwaukee and St. Paul company, since it ad
vanced its rates, are stated, for the entire month 
of September, 1873, to have been in round num
bers $1,100,000 against #800,000 for the September 
ol 1872, but when the "unexampled abundance of 
the crop presses so severely upon its means of car
riage that it cannot carry as fast as it receives, it 
advances its rates, and by this regulation of com
merce assists to tax the farmers of Minnesota 
alone over $600,000. "Commerce among the sev
eral States1' has been Mt to regulate itself, under 
the idea that the law of supply and demand would 
produce competition. The tendency has been the 
reverse. Consolidation has been so far perfected 
that ticket agents and freight agents meet in their 
conventions, as in Gongress, to legislate upon this 
question of commerce. Their companies have 
entered upon the exercise of sovereign functions 
in this matter. They enact the law, they declare 
and enforce the penalties, secure—more secure 
than any legislature ever was—In their perfect im 
munity from regulation and control. 

Under the power to regulate commerce with 
foreign nations, Congress has imposed duties 
which in many instances have led to the creation 
of monopolies. But here, in regard to our inter
nal commerce, is a corporation levying duties 
more onerous than all our tariffs would be, were 
ihey increased four fold. 

If it is practicable for the State of Minnesota to 
legislate upon this subjeect, why should not Con
gress, grasping this question in all its bearings, 
from center to extremities, do the same thing ? It 
has the power, and its exercise has become a mat
ter ef duty. 

Homeward Bound Letter to the Baltimore Amer
ican. 

WAR CLOUDS. 
We haye on board over two hundred steerage 

passengers, mostly Anstrians and Prussians. 
Young men and young women predominate, with 
many boys from fourteen to seventeen years of 
age. These youths are escaping from the military 
service which they would soon be called upon to 
perform, for, although all now seems peaceful in 
Europe, there is a very general impression, espec
ially in Prussia that it will not last long. Arming 
and drilling Is going on with more vigor than ever. 
Only, within the past few weeks all the 6teamers 
of the North German Lloyds, as well as others of 
the merchant marine, have been surveyed with a 
view of ascertaining their capacity for transporting 
troops, and the erection of fortresses on the fron
tiers is progressing with nnprecidented energy. 
What it all means, no one but Bismarck seems to 
know; but parents are evincing a great anxiety to 
ship their yonng sons to America. It was thought 
after the overthrow of France there would have 
been a disarmament, but soldiering was never be
fore so vigorous in Prussia, Austria and Itality, as 
at the present moment. The reorganization of the 
French army is also going on with great vigor. 
The recent meeting of the Emperors of Germany, 
Vustria, and the King of Italy, is regarded by in
telligent Europeans as no assurance of peaceful in
tentions, as similar meetings, with words of broth
erly kindness have taken place almost immediately 
preceding all the great wars of the present cen
tury. 

THE HISSING NORWEGIAN. 
Fhe family of Anders Anderson whose myste

rious disappearance has heretpfore been noted in 
these columns, are now satisfied that he has left 
his family for good with the intention of returning 
to the old country. It is said that one of his 
neighbors has received a letter from him written 
in Chicago, and intimating that he contemplated 
a tour to the 'Continent. Unlike most absconders, 
however, Anderson has left his family in good 
shape, with twenty-five hundred bushels of wheat 
on hand, and other assets equally as substantial. 
In these deiauiting times the prominent feature in 
his depature is the liberality exhibited in what he 
has left behind him, but it is the very thing that 
will excite the disgust of the common run of de
faulters, who will naturally seek for an explana
tion of his leaving before he has realized on that 
wheat.— Winona Republican. 

THE WISCONSIN AND MINNESOTA COL 
ONT FOR MANITOBA.—Messrs. W. N. Fairbanks 
and Thomas Carney, of Esdaile, Pierce 
county, the past summer visited Mani
toba, and being satisfied as to its .soil 
and climate, are organizing a Colony to remove 
to Manitoba in the spring of 1874. The Dominion 
Government reserves for this Colony four town
ships of choice prairie land at the terminus of the 
St. Vincent railway in the valley of the Red River 
of the North. The fertility of the soil in this val
ley is well known. Water, and wood for all farm 
purposes are here abundant. A free grant of 160 
acres of land is made to each settler, with the priv
ilege of buying to the extent of 640 acres more at 
$1 per acre. The markets are good for farm pro
duce, and this colony will have the benefit of water 
and rail transportation. To those who desire to 
change their place of residence and acquire a 
homestead the advantages to be derived from join
ing a Colony of magnitude are numerous. Full 
particulars as to this Colony may be obtained by 
correspondence with the above named gentlemen. 
A. fee of |25 is charged on joining the Colony. 
Special arrangements may be made by persons wil
ling to act as agents. 
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THE Franklin county, (Ohio) Fair, re-
realized $10,830.37. 

THE COWS in Vermont yield an income 
of $6,000,000 a year. . 

THE wheat crop of the United States 
for 1873 is expected by the Agricultural Depart
ment to reach 300,000,000 bushels. Illinois will 
harvest 15 per cent less corn than usual. 

THE Waupun (Wis. ,) Leader thus 
pointedly states an axium: The duty of the citi
zen is not wholly performed by the election of 
good men to office. Continued watchfulness over 
the public interest is needed. A cordial support 
of every measure tending to secure good govern
ment is an ever-present duty, which should never 
be neglected." 

THE State Fair of Iowa was a fine suc
cess—the most successful thai has ever been held 
in that State. 

THE Texas cattle trade has grown to 
the magnitude of a shipment of 500,000 head 
through Kansas the present year. 

THE flax seed crop this year is said to 
be much larger than ever before,' and the seed of 
a better quality than last year. 

THB Washingotn (N. Y.,) county Fair 
was attended by 30,000 persons. Expenditures. 
$3,950; receipts. $4,58»; profit, $1,689.96. 

Pow To REMOVE WRINKLES.—It is 
said to be satisfactorily demonstrated 
that every time a wife scolds her hus
band she adds a wrinkle to her face. It 
is thought the announcement of this fact 
will have the most salutary effect, espec
ially as it is understood that every time 
a wife smiles on her husband it will re
move oile of the old wrinkles. 

'HE 

MONITOR 
is 

WARRANTED 
To Scour, to be Hardened through 
and made of best 

SOLID CAST STEEL. 
Address, MONITOR PLOW WORKS, Minneapol is , Minn. 

W D. WASHBURN & CO., 

(ESTABLISHED 1865,) 

Manufacturers and Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 

Every Variety of 

PINE LUMBER, 
MINNEAPOLIS and ANOKA, MINN. 

We desire to call the attention of Bridge and Rail

road Contractors to the unusual facilities we have for 

Filling Orders for lumber, 

ANT DESIRED LENGTH AND SIZE WITH 

PROMPTNESS, 

Having now on hand and in boom, at our Mills, a 

large quantity of Logs cut expressly for bridge Tim

ber.* . 

O F F I C E a n d Y A R D a t M I N N E A P O L I S , 

On Washington Avenue, Opposite St. Paul and Pacific 

Depot 

AND AT MILLS AT ANOKA. 

jyriNNEAPOLIS 

Steam Dyeing and Scouring 
Water Street, Near Suspension Bridge, 

Minneapolis, 

JOHN D. MEYER, Proprietor. 

The advertiser Dyes in every variety of Color, all 
descriptions of Woolen Dresses, Crape Shawls, Hose, 
Bonnets, Net Silk, Damask, Satin, Grog de Naples, 
Muslin Detain, Embroidery and Ribbons. 

Coats, Pantaloons, Carpets, Rugs, Table Covers, Ac, 
cleaned in the most perfect manner. KID GLOVES 
cleaned and colored. The strictest attention paid to 
all orders. 

gTEW ART'S 

MODEL DRUGr STORE 
No. 4 Ely Block, WINONA, Minnesota, 

is the place Grangers get 

PAINTS, OILS, GLASS, PATENT MEDICINES 
WINES and LIQUORS, &c, at Liberal Discounts. > 

"RIVERSIDE HOTEL, 
FRONT STREET, 

J. H. LELAND, Proprietor. 
WINONA, MINIfSSOTA. 
This House has recently been newly furnished and 

re-fitted throughout, and now affords Excellent Ac
commodations at Reasonable Rates. 

Good Stabling in connection with the House. 

TV/T B. BUFFUM & CO., 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 

GROCERIES, 
Bnffom's Block, Cor. Third and Main 
streets. 

Winona, Minnesota 
M. B. BUFFUM. C. B. SHEPAKD. C. H. CUMMIHOS 

g # FRIEND & CO., 

Dealers in 

READY-M&DE CLOTHING 
FURNISHING GOODS, 

HATS, CAPS, TRUNKS, Ac, Ac.,. 
No. 1, Simpson's Block, corner Second and Center sts., 

W I N O N A , M I N N . 

T S. WILSON, 

Dealer in 

SADDLES. HARNESS. 
WHIPS, BLANKETS. &c, 

East SECOND STREET, near Main, 
WINONA, MINN. 

MADAME E. GEISE, 

FRENCH MILLINERY 
Wholesale and Retail, • 

No. 55 EAST THIRD STREET, 

WIJSONA, MINNESOTA. 

rjUMMINGS & VILLA, 
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in 

BOOTS, SHOES AND GLOVES. 
We Have the Largest Stock and 

LOWEST PRICES IN THE CITY. 
Call and Examine GOODS before purchasing. 

CUMMINGS & VILLA, Winona. 

] J D CONE, 
Dealer in 

HARDWARE, STOVES, TIN PLATE, SHEET IRON, 
COPPER BOTTOMS, IRON, STEEL, 

AND NAILS, 

Agricultural Implements 
Manufacturer of Copper, Tin and Sheet Ironware, 
Agent for Fairbanks' Scales. 
46 AND 48 EAST SECOND STREET. 

Winona, Minnesota. 
WOT TO I B UNDERSOLD. 

^NDREWS & ROBINSON, 
WHOLESALB AND RETAIL DKALEBS IN 

HATS, CAPS, FURS, 

STRAW MILLINERY AND 
FANCY GOODS, 

No. 7 East Third street, between Main and Centre, 
Winona, Minnesota. 

J. C. ROBINSON, 451 and 453 Broadway, N. Y. 

gLLSWORTH & KNAPP~ ~~ 

DEALER IN 

DRY GOODS, 

GROCERIES, 

CLOTHINa, NOTIONS, 

BOOTS AND SHOES, 

Hats and Caps. &c., &c. 

L A S S CITY, M I N N . 

TONES & MOORE, 
Manufacturers of 

FLOUR 
And Dealers in 

WHEAT 
Wish to draw the ATTENTION of their friends to 

the fact that they are doing a large business in their 
line at 

ROLLING STONE, Winona county, Minn. 

A LEX. McNIE & CO., 
Jobbers and Retailers of . „ 

BOOKS, STATIONERY, WALL PAPER, 

SHADES, FANCY GOODS, 

&c, &o., &c, 
PIANOS AND ORGANS 

2d Street, Winona, Minnesota, 

Q W. WILLIAMS, 

ATTORNEY AT LAW. 
Post OcVce Block, 

• > • 

Winona, Minnesota. 

gRANCH OFFICE 

WEED Sewing Machine 

COMPANY, 

30 WEST THIRD STREET, 

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA. 

QATHCART & CO., 

(ESTABLISHED IN 1852.] 
DBAUM IN 

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC 
DRY GOODS, 

THIRD STREET, ST., PAUL. 
Samples Sent by Mail. Orders Promptly Attended to. 

Q . R. STERLING & CO., 
Manufacturers and Dealers in 

BOOTS, SHOES, LEATHER 
FINDINGS AND SADDLERY, 

TANNERS OF MOCCASIN LEATHER, 
and Manufacturers of 

Men and Boys' Custom>Made Boot and 
SHOE PAC8. 

T C. STEARNS, 

NOTARY FVBUO, 
ZUMBROTA, GOODHUE Co., MINN. 

_ ^ _ - ^ i S i . 


