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Address before the Goodhue County 
Council, held at Red Wing, Dec. 26th, 
1813, by £. .1. Hodgson. 

Ladies ami gentlemen of the Goodhue 
County Council: 

irou have assembled here to-day to delib
erate and act upon matters of very great 
importance—not only to yourselves, but 
also to those whom you here represent, and 
who have entrusted their interests in your 
hands. 

In all ages of the world of which history 
takes note, men have been in the habit of 
meeting in council to consider and deliber
ate upon the great questions of the day. 
The Wittegamote, the Parliament, the Land
tag, the Reichstadt, the Congress, are but 
great councils for deliberation upon ques
tions of public interest, and to determine 
the proper course of procedure. 

The question before us at this hour for 
discussion is : What are the means neces
sary to success in attempting to correct 
abuses, and make farming as successful as 
other occupations. I answer first 

A HIGH STANDARD OK IXTELLIGKNCE. 

Intelligence is the only basis of all effect
ual union and combination. In my judg
ment it is the mest essential element in the 
success of the present movement. We must 
thoroughly investigate and study the great 
questions upon which we are going to act, 
or we had far better not act all. Unless 
our efforts are guided and governed by that 
sound discretion which results from study, 
and investigation, they will be unavailing, 
or at least as liable to injure as to profit us. 
We shall be simply sowing to the wind and 
reaping the whirlwind. We shall be for
ever pursuing phantoms and shadows until 
we are led into the bogs and sloughs of 
hopeless failure, or until we are caught in 
the nets spread for us by more intelligent 
and more crafty men. It is already said 
that we are fighting imaginary evils, while 
we leave ttie real causes of our difficulties 
unassailed and unnoticed. If there is any 
truth in this—and I have no doubt there is 
some—let us see to it that we find the root 
of the Upas and dig it out. 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER. 

It has been a mighty engine in the hands 
•f your oppressors, with whieh they have 
crushed you to the earth. If you propose 
to wage a successful warfare with these 
men, you must arm yourselves with a 
weapon as sharp, as sure, as quick as 
theirs. 

Intelligence will enable us to make our 
efforts effectual. A single, well-directed 
blow will effect more than a dozen hap
hazard strokes, although each be impelled 
by equal power. Without intelligence we 
shall be wasting our strength—expending 
it upon that which is of no importance, 
merely beating the air ; like the leaky dam 
our force will be spent where it can accom
plish nothing. 

IGNORANCE IS A ROPE OK SAND. 

Ignorant men cannot permanently unite, 
and if they could it would be unavailing. 
Jealousies, broils and discords are the nat
ural progeny of ignorance. 

But knowledge ia only gained by great 
and persevering labor. There is ao royal 
road to learning. Brain work is more 
. severe and exhausting than physical labor. 
This is .the reason why the masses are not 
tmore intelligent than they are. Men are 
.not willing to make the effort by which 
alone the prize is gained. My friends, are 
we willing to come up to the work with 
heart and hand, with soul and body ? Me-
thinks in this gre.it movement of the agri
cultural classes I hear the answer. In its 
mighty progress I hear the whirlwind 
that will yet sweep over the whole land, 
and the rumbling of the thunder that will 
awake men to notion and energy every
where. 

But I hear it objected, 

I HAVE NOT GOT THE TIME. 

If I was a preacher, or a doctor, or a 
lawyer, I would study and read and think. 
They have nothing else to do. This, my 
friends, is a great mistake. I can speak 
from experience for the lawyer. A very 
l»rge share of his time, if he is making a 

living at his business, is spent in looking 
up old cases, in talking with clients, in 
writing papers, and collecting evidence, 
and if he is able to devote any time to gen
eral reading and the culture of his mind, 
it must be by taking care of the stray mo
ments—the odds and ends of time. I pre
sume it is much the same with the gentle
men of the other professions. 

But, says another, " If I had the 
WISDOM OF SOLOMON 

himself, it would not harvest an acre of 
my grain. I might read and study till doom's 
day and that wouldn't do my plowing. If 
I could talk philosophy and science in forty 
languages to these wheat buyers, they 
wouldn't give me the fraction of a cent 
more for my wheat." This may be all true, 
but it is taking a one sided and extreme 
view of the matter. The man who shares 
his labor pretty nearly evenly between 
mind and body, is really the most success
ful, the most happy and the most contented 
man. 

Admitting then, that we are ready to 
take hold of this matter in earnest, what 
is the next important thing to do ': In my 
judgment it is to ascertain where 
WE OURSELVES HAVE BEEN AT FAULT AND IN 

ERROR. 

in the past. There can be no improvement 
until we know just where we have been at 
fault, then we shall see wherein we are to 
improve. It is one of the infirmities of hu
man nature to take the blame from our own 
shoulders, and try to place it upon the 
back of some one else. This is wrong. It 
is unjust to others, and it is unjust to our
selves. The best friend that Heaven ever 
gives us is the one who kindly points out to 
us our faults and our errors. The sick 
man who knows just what is the matter of 
of him, and just where the difficulty is, will 
be able to apply the proper remedy. If 
your machine is out of order, the first thing 
you do is to find out where the trouble is ; 
to ascertain the exact seat of the difficulty 
is one-half the cure. 

Now, that we ourselves have been very 
much to blame for the present unsatisfac
tory state of affairs, is undoubtedly the 
fact in the case. When the farmers say 
that they have been oppressed and robbed 
by gigantic corporations and merciless mo
nopolists, that others have reaped the re
ward of their labor, they tell us in the 
same breath and by these same words that 
they themselves have been negligent, that 
they have been careless in looking after 
their own interests, and that they have 
been unfaithful husbandmen. Gentlemen, 
why have you permitted these things ? 
Why have you allowed these men to plun
der you ? Are you not vastly in the ma
jority in this country ? Do you not hold 
the power in your own hands if you desire 
to use it ? If you do not use it, whose 
fault is it ? If men do not look after their 
own interests, who will look after them ? 
You have discovered who will look after 
them, and you have not discovered jt a 
moment too soon. A little longer and you 
would have • been relieved from looking 
after anything at all. 

Now if there were six men in a field hav
ing a job of work to do, and one of them 
should say he did not propose to do his 
share, and thereupon order the others to do 
his part, and they went on and did it as he 
commanded, and at night he drew the 
money and gave the other five men one-half 
of it, keeping the other half himself, and 
they went home cursing him as an unjust 
man, an extortioner, a plunderer, a robber, 
living upon the labor of others, what 
would you say of the five men who had per
mitted this outrage upon themselves ? I 
tell you no man has a right to permit an
other man to cheat him, any more than 
that other man has a right to do the cheat* 
ing. Neither have we a right to tempt 
others to do dishonest acts by our loose 
and careless manner of dealing with them. 
The honestest man that lives has need to 
pray daily " Lead me not into' temptation, 
but deliver me from evil." By our loose 
and negligent manner of doing business 
we frequently invite imposition. This is 
not just to ourselves or to others. If we 

have been careless in these or other mat
ters heretofore, let us amend our ways. 

In the next place I would say that 

THE ORDER OF THE PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY 

is by all means the best organization now 
in operation in which farmers can unite for 
mutual protection and benefit. The Farm
ers' Association is a kindred organization, 
and is accomplishing much good, but it is 
more of a political nature than ours. It is 
not a secret society, and 1 do not think it 
will ever become as popular and as power
ful as the Granges. The Order of the Pa
trons of Industry has been organized up
on the same plan as our Order, but is 
chiefly composed of mechanics, artisans 
and laborers in cities. It will in all prob
ability become a very powerful organiza
tion, and as it seeks to elevate the masses, 
and to seenre to the laborer the reward of 
his labor, and is hostile to every form of 
monopoly, we ought to regard it with the 
most friendly feelings, and rejoice in its 
prosperity. 

THE GRANGES 

afford every means of education, and all 
the facilities for disseminating knowledge 
among the people. They are nothing less 
than a grand system of public schools for 
grown up children, so to speak, lor we nev
er get too old to learn. Here men discuss 
the questions of the day and compare ideas, 
and mind sharpens mind. This begets a 
spirit of inquiry and investigation, and 
herein is the salvation Of the country. A 
people who do not inquire and investigate 
are only fit for a despotism. When the 
jailor cried " Men and brethren what shall 
I do to be saved?" he found salvation with
in his reach. So shall we find that we 
have the power to redress all our griev
ances right in our own hands. 1 do not 
believe in the doctrine that " a little learn
ing is a dangerous thing." It is absolutely 
necessary that we get a little before we can 
get much. If this doctrine were true, 
there must have been a period in all our 
lives when we were dangerous animals, and 
it is very doubtful whether we've yet got 
past the dangerous period. I do not care 
to take my chances under that doctrine. 

i We must be careful, however, in our dis
cussions to engender no ill will or hard 
feelings. The rule laid down is that we are 
not to discuss political or religious subjects. 
This rule must be construed according to 
equity and common sense, and with a view to 
the danger to be avoided. They are forbidden 
simply because they are apt to inflame the 
passions and introduce discord. We shall 
not touch upon denominational or sectarian 
questions, but surely no man would forbid 
the discussion of the great moral questions 
in the Granges. If we are not permitted 
to debate any question of a political nature 
we might as well shut down on discussions 
altogether, for there is no question affect
ing public interest that is not, or may not, 
be made a political one. I understand the 
rule to mean questions of a strictly parti-

THE GRANGE ADVANCE, 

will be no mean or unimportant agency in 
this work. (Applause.) We are endeavor
ing to make this a journal in every respect 
worthy of the Order. That we shall occa
sionally make errors we know too well, 
but we trust our friend will bear with our 
errors and point them out to us. We most 
earnestly invite friendly criticism. So far, 
we have had the most flattering compli
ments, for which we are grateful. If there 
is any one present who does not yet take 
this paper, let him see to it that, he makes 
himself happy by subscribing for it before 
he leaves. (Applause.) 

RED WING AND VICINITY. 

M R . N. 0 . W E R N E R is visiting his 

friends in Illinois. His mother is very 

ill, and not expected to recover. 

M. Herschler has handled about 20,-
000 bushels of barley the present season, 
and has in store about 55,000 bushels of 
wheat. 

Davis & Marshall have had to seek 

other quarters for storing wheat, and are 

now filling the old Wilkinson warehouse 

opposite Heising's, corner of Bush and 

6th streets. 

15,000 bushels of wheat taken in on 

Monday, and it wasn't much of a day 

for wheat either. Roads are getting bad. 

Ives Brothers are building a new per

manent warehouse 30x40, three stories 

high. They will use one side of the Red 

Wing Mills Co.'s building, which they 

have purchased, (that is the wall and not 

the building). It will be of wood, but 

veneered with brick and stone. The 

warehouse business seems to be on a per

fect tear. Surely we have had a bounti

ful harvest. 

Attorney General Clarke, Judge Mc-

Keagney, Mr. Brokovki, editor of the 

Manitoba Gazette, and party from Win-

nepeg, were in St. Paul last week, on 

their way to Ottawa, to advocate the en

largement of their Province. We under

stand that they may be expected to stop 

ac Red Wing on their return, and speak 

to our citizens in public at Music Hall, 

an invitation having been sent them to 

that effect. No doubt much curiosity 

will be exhibited to see and hear these 

gentlemen. 

T. B. Sheldon and Wm. Webster start 

east on New Year's night. Mr. Shel

don will visit the large cities in the inter

est of the Red Wing Mills ; while Mr. 

Webster will of course have an eye to the 

best carriages got up down there. They 

will probably be gone three or four weeks. 

Sheldon & Blodgett have filled up 

their old warehouse, and are putting up 

a temporary building 36x144. They are 

taking in about 3,000 bushels per day. j Half-days' absence.... 3957 

R E P O R T of the Red Wing Public 
Schools for the Term ending Dec. 19th? 
1 8 7 3 : 

Length of school in week* 10 
Number of pupils enrolled, 783 
Average daily attendance, 618 
Average daily absence, 25.4 
Average number belonging 643.4 
Average monthly enrollment, 685.5 
Per cent, of average daily attendance 

on average number belonging %.l 
Per cent, of average daily attendance 

on average monthly enrollment, 90.2 
Half days' attendance 96422 

san euaracter. But the spirit of this re
strictive rule is that we are to discues 
nothing that is calculated to produce dis
cord and strife. Whenever you find any 
subject before you is disturbing the har
mony and union of your Grange, drop it. 
No matter how important the subject may 
be, or how important it is that it should be 
correctly determined, it is a thousand times 
better that it should be laid aside than that 
your harmony and good feeling be destroy
ed. I adjure you, as you love the Order, 
as you desire to make it perpetual in the 
land, as you desire to leave it a glorious 
heritage for your children, allow nothing 
to mar your harmony, union and concord. 
United we stand, divided we fall. . 

Be careful as to the character, standing 
and reputation of the men you admit to the 
Grange. 

As my duty was simply to open this dis
cussion, I fear I have exceeded my limit, 
and trespassed upon your patience and 
time. I desire, however, to refer to one 
other means of success in this movement. 
It is rather rough on my usual sensitive 
feelings of modesty, yet I must say that a 
good live paper like 

They are going to double their present 

capacity next summer. The new build

ing will be on the corner, of Main and 

Potter streets. 

During the past week the machinery 

of the Red Wing Mills has been run to 

test its accuracy, perfection and harmo

ny. W e understand the test has prov

ed very satisfactory, and the mills will be 

in full operation during the present week. 

The company have already put men on to 

the streets to purchase wheat. 

Chandler & Sterrett are contemplating 

building another temporary warehouse 50 

x80. They have already put up one 36x 

50, into which went 2,000 the first day 

it was ready. By the time this manu

script will have been put into print, their 

permanent building will be full from top 

to bottom, making in some places 40 feet 

of solid wheat. They have already got 

over 100,000 bushels in the house, and 

are bracing up the ofliee so as to fill all 

around it. They took in 3,200 bushels 

on Monday last. 

Number of tardinesses of pupils 431 
Time lost by tardiness.. ...86 hours, 37 min. 
Percent, of punctuality 99.6 
No. of pupils neither absent nor tardy 84 
No. of tardinesses of teachers 3 
Number of visitors 451 

O. WHITMAN, Supt. 
«•* 

A Father Matthew, Total Abstinence 

Society was formed at Belle Creek on 

Sunday the 28th inst., by Mr. C. M. Mc

Carthy, editor of the Western Times, and 

Pres. of the Catholic Total Abstinence Un

ion, and Father Stariha. The Rev. Fath

er preached in the morning on the sub

ject of temperance, and was followed by 

Mr. McCarthy, who delivered a lecture on 

the same subject, after whieh a Society 

was formed with thirty members. The 

temporary officers are: George Rolls, 

President; P. J . Sheridan, Sec. ; James 

O'Reily, Treas. The next meeting will 

be on Tuesday. Jan. 5th. 1874, when 

permanent officers will be elected. Fath

er Starihu is spiritual director. The of

ficers of the Lake City and West Albany 

Societies were present, and a strong inter

est in the cause is manifested. 

JYJ MARX, 

OF THE NEW YORK STORE, AT HASTINGS, 

is selling his entire stock of 

DRY GOODS AND CLOTHING, 
AT PANIC PRICES. 

For Wheat at $1.00 Per Bushel. 

ALL GOODS WARRANTED as REPRESENTED 

r 


