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Second Annual Message 
OP 

Gov. John 8. PHlsbury. 
Delivered to the Minnesota Legislature Jan. 

i !h , 1S77. 
Gentlemen of the Sen He an.l Hi-u i- <>i" Representa

tives : 
The recurrence of a session of > our repre

sentative bodies brings again the occasion tor 
a review of official transaction*" since your 
last assemblage, and lor a formal presentation 
of thoRa subjects pertaining to the condition ot 
the titate, wnich claim yonr attention. 

In the performance o! this duty I repeat the 
desire, expressed to you a year ago, for such 
harmony and co-operation in all matters re
quit ing consideration, as may Jacilitate the 
promnt discharge of our dut ies and subserve 
the public welfare. 

RETROSPECTIVE. 
While the year which has closed was mark

ed by no sti iking features, either o! pr. flper-
ity or adversity/it has witnessed a nearer ap
proach to a failure ot onr chief agricultural 
staple than has yst been experienced in a ca
reer of singular prosperity. This , lollowiiig 
a wide prevalence and prolonged period of in-
dustiial paralysis and business depression, 
coupled with renewed and extended ravages 
of the locusts or grasshoppers, has wrought 
discouragement among our peopls and tended 
to hinder their extrication ironi tinanaial em
barrassment. Yet, it we are wise enough to 
recognize the uses ot adversity, to correct the 
errors of the past and to adapt ourselves to the 
Adjustment oi a better considered mtnre. these 

- reverses may be turned td our advantage 
And, moreover, when we reflect that of all 
other than their leading product the people of 
Minnesota, the past year, gathered bountiful 
harvests, that they have t>een exempt irom 
pestilence and civil commotion, that they are 
in hill enjoyment of peace and order, that 
justice has been impartially administered and 
the majesty oi the law vindicated, that the 
burdens oi' taxation are at length being de
creased, that their educational interests have 
been seduously cared lor, that their various 
charitable and reformatory institutions are in 
faithful performance ot their beneficent work, 
that the blessings ot civil aud religious liber-
tv are enjoved in full measure, and, above all, 
that following the dissensions ot an exciting 
campaign tor the choice ot a national chiei 
magistrate, w ith the issue yet in doubt, and 
involving momentous interests, partizan ran
cor is happily givirg place to dispassionate 
consideration,—in such multiplied evidences 
of continued prhate and public welfare there 
is abundant cause for grateful recognition ot 
that ruling Providence in whose gracious 
keeping are the of destinies men and of na
tions. 

EDUCATIONAL. 
The condition ot pubhc anuiis will be pre

sented to you in detail by the annual reports 
of the seveial departments and State institu
tions. Of these, peihaps, the department 
dullest oi vital concern for an enduring public 
welfare is that pertaining to our educational 
interests. To exhibit at u single view the 
marvelous expansion of cur common school 
system, it will suffice to contrast the lew par
ticulars embraced in the first report of the Ter
ritorial Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
made for the year 1851, with the correspond
ing items in the last State report for the year 
1876, covering an interval of 25 vears : 

1851. 187C. 
„ Whole number of school dis

tricts 13 3381 
Whole nnmber ot school 

houses 5 3119 
Aggregate value of school 

nouses $2oi-0 
Total enrollment of scholars 350 

\ 

\ 

4 

2 ,763 ,464 
151,8'vjfi 

But, striking aa these comparative figures 
are, they give little idea of the actual imp* ov<>-
ment and efficiency of our common schools 
under their existing supervision. For evidence 
of this fact, as well as for a thorough present
ation ol the whole subject of common school 
education, I commend'to yonr careful atten
tion the masterly report ot the Superintend
ent ot Public Ins'truction. If the noblest ap
preciation and the best practical management 
result from a realization of the faults as well 
as the merits ot our school system, Mr. Bart 
must be deemed an invaluable officer in the 
responsible position he holds. To his quick 
discernment and forcible presentation ot the 
subject we are chiefly indebted tor the salu
tary change in the apportionment of the 
school funds. Instead ot distribution upon 
the basis ot the number of persons entitled to 
attend, the number in actual attendance now 
governs the apportionment. The Superin
tendent, moreovsr, intimates that a further 
improvement may be found requisite by re
quiring not only a formal enrollment, as at 
present, but an uninterrupted or aggregate at
tendance as the measure of monetary appor
tionment. The first and most obvious result 
of the change already effected, is to greatly 
remedy that dilatory and random attendance 
at our common schools which is one of the 
principal obstacles to their succsss. while such 
consummation will be still further forwarded 
by the additional requirement suggested. 

To distribute school money for the benefit of 
those who are being actually educated by its 
aid rather than to those who are entitled to 
but neglect such aid, is at once obviously 
equitable and a direct inducement for better 
school attendance. When parents and school 
managers realize that not only the benefits o! 
education but the means for promoting it, de
pend upon more faithful and continuous at
tendance, it cannot but result advantageous
ly for all ooncerned. Mr. Burt's report 
abounds in pertinent suggestions. Instead 
oi dealing in the easy and discursive com
mon places devoid of practical application, 
which is the besetting temptation to so many 
educators, he pursues 4 steadfast aim and 
treats the Bubject in the incisive and vigorous 
manner usually productive ol specific results. 
Having proven his right to urge changes for 
greater efficiency I bespeak your careiul and 
dispassionate consideration of his recommen
dation tor a restoration ot a uniform State 
school tax with provision for its apportion
ment, as well as ot his cogent reasons lor the 
measure. 

W e may indulge an honest pride in the 
results already achieved with our common 
schools and no reasonable effort should be 
spared to pertect a system constituting one ol 
the essential conditions to the perpetuation of 
popular institutions. Our permanent school 
land has reached the sum ot about $3,390,000, 
ranking filth in amount among tho^e ot the 
States of the Union. If the residue of the 
school land.3 shall realize prices equal to thos*> 
heretofore obtained, our common school en
dowment will eventaally reach the majestic 
figure of 136,000,000. 

The subject of Normal School as a legiti
mate agency in our educational syBtein nas 
elicited much discussion. Without here en
tering upon the subject, simple justice sug
gests that these schools are not fairly charge
able with the failure of any reasonable results 
that may have thus far been expected of them 
n this State. The inevitable legislative wran-
]e annually repeated over the needed meas-
re of their support, the disparaging com-

« l ents to which they are subjected, and the 
c a n i n g uncertainty respecting their main-

:• nance, place them at a constant and serious 
sadvantage. I respectfully submit that th is 

• eatment is neither just to these institutions 
r to the State Treasury burdened with their 
pport. In m y judgment they should be 
equately sustained. At all events their 

, aintenanoe should either be abandoned or1 

rmanently provided for by a standing ap-
opriation. Normal schools are recognised 
potent educational auxiliaries in twenty-

ven of the States of the Union and arc 
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maintained at an average annual cost of about 
921,000 each. In our State while it may be 
doubted whether the creation of so many as 
three el these schools at so early a period and 
with our slender resources, was wise, yet the 
labor and cost of their first establishment 
having now been borne their continued main
tenance upon a footing ot usefulness will 
soarcely admit or a question, in view of the 
rapidly growing need of our common schools 
lor higher qualifications ot teachers. 

Owing to the failure of the last leg slature 
to make the customary annual appropriutions 
for their support, these schools have been 
thrown upon other resources, which cannot 
long bear the burden. As some of them will 
be compelled to close by mid-winter unless 
speedily relieved, you will see the necessity tor 
early action andl cannot doubt that you will 
will give the subject that prompt and candid 
consideration its importance requires. 

Tiie attendence at these schools during the 
year will be exhibited in the statement fol
lowing : 

Total 
Enrollment 

463 
303 
28.) 

Winona, 
Mankato, 
St. Cloud, 

Average 
Attendance. 

302 
140 
165 

1041 (507 
This indicates a diminished total enroll

ment, but an increased average attendance 
compared with the preceding year. 

In view of the tact that latin is now being 
taught in no less than sixteen ot the publio 
schools ot the State, I submit that early pro
vision should be made for instruction in that 
language in our Normal schools, in order to 
fit "their pupils for any requirements which 
may be made of them as teacheis, and in ac
cordance with that educational theory which 
wisely recognises the several branches as co
operating aids to the attainment of a complete 
education. 

STATE UNIVERSITY. 

W h e n we reflect that less than ten years 
ago the University ot Minnesota had but a 
nominal existence and that a special Board of 
Reg°nts were still ensraged in rescuing its af
fairs from financial difficulties threatening ut
ter ruin, its present comparatively prosper
ous condition is a source of congratulation 
amang all fiiends of education. By the sale 
of a comparatively small proportion of the 
land3 granted it by Congress, the imdeuding 
ruin was averted, and the remaining proper
ty so far freed from liens and other incum
brances, that it became feasible, in the year 
1867, to put the institution into actual oper
ation ail a preparatory school. Two yeais 
later, in 1869, the first college class was 
formed and a faculty organized. From the 
first the progress of the institution has been 
steady and continuous. Considering the 
brief period our university has been in oper
ation, a comparison with similar institutions 
of greater age in our neighboring States ol the 
Noithwest/affords no cause to be ashamed of 
its progress or its condition. Over one thou
sand youth from all quarters of the State 
have been trained and iusti noted withiu our 
University balls, and have gone forth to the 
activities "oi lite, stronger and abler to serve 
not only themselves but the State, whose free 
gift thev have shared. The actual enrollment 
at the present time is a trifle under 300, of 
whom over 120 are students ol mil collegiate 
rank. From personal knowledge1, to a large 
extent, I take" pleasure in sayiLg that the.ie 
students, as a rule, comprise the aspiring, ca
pable and worthy young persons to whom the 
conduct of alLurs in the course of events may 
safely be intrusted. It affords mo no less sat
isfaction to be able to recognize in the laculty 
a body ot men devoted to their profession, 
laboring zealously and harmoniously to sub
serve the highe-t interests ot the institution 
with which they have allied themselves. 

1 invite your attention to the various sug
gestions embraced in the report oi the Board 
ol Regents. Au appropriation is asked for to 
purchase a cornet: of land to obtain frontage 
upon University avenue, which land is now 
in process oi condemnation to that end. it is 
greatly to be desirf d that this addition to the 
University grounds be made while the land 
can be obtained at a comparatively low price; 
and should you deem the amount required 
properlv available tor the purpose I recom
mend that the desired appropriation be 
made. 

I, moreover, a»k your special attention to 
the late action ot the Board, relative to the re
striction ot the preparatory instruction to 
such students as cannot obtain the same in 
the public schools of their own cities or dis
tricts. This is a further step towards the 
abandonment ot all preparatory work to the 
schools ot the State. It is based upon the ex
pectation that our several h igh schools will 
generally so arrrange their courses ot study 
as to fit students ior college work in a reason
able time, and thus fill the chasm between 
the common schools and the University. This 
has already been done to some extent, with 
excellent results, and I submit whether the 
State might not aftvatageously lend its aid, to 
a l imited degree, towards the h igh school tu
ition of pupils ot such neighboring districts 
and towns as are destitute of the advantages 
of such instruction. 

Perhaps the most inevitable conclusion to 
which a study of our school system leads is 
the necessity that its various departmental 
agencies and appointments should form aux
iliary parts oi a harmonious whole—that its 
successive steps should constitute a regular 
gradation from the alphabet to collegiate ma
turity, and that l ike the rills and streams, 
which, however differing in character and va
rying in course, reach a common goal in the 
ocean, the primary instruction of the common 
school should lead, by easv stages, to the 
crowning scholarship ot thetJniversity. All 
alike are the gift ot the State to her people, 
dictated by the enlightened policy which 
qulifies the citizen for the duties demanded of 
h im and which sows and nourishes according 
to the bounty of the expected harvest. In 
nothing is a supporting unity of design and 
action more essential to success. To adhere 
to isolated plans, or to persist i n uuplanned 
efforts without definite aim, is to voluntaiily 
sacrifice for each the advantages which might 
otherwise be combined for the whole and its 
parts. 

To the end desired it i s , therefore, es
sential that in ^verj stage ol instruction and 
in every variery of school, the purpose or, at 
least, the possibility of this ascending contin
uity should be constantly in view,Nind, es 
pecially, that the finishing course elesewhere 
should fit pupils for freshmen at the Univer
sity. This is essential to the highest efficiency, 
whether in the lower or the higher branches. 
It would save the time, labor and means now 
comparatively wasted in special preparatory 
schools, and furnish a perennial supply ot 
pupils to push forward, without interruption, 
to the coveted goal of a complete education. 
The advantages are obvious to all concerned; 
and although, unhappily, the majority must 
tall out by the way, diverted by the exigen
cies of business pursuits, it should ever be a 
leading andchenshed object of our eduoation-

RK0HIPT8.' 
Balance December 1, 1875, 
State Taxes, 
Taxes Irom R. R. Co.'s, 
Taxes trom Ins. and Tel. Co.'s, 
Pees of Ins. Co.'s, 
Interest on State Deposits, 
Prison Rent and Labor, 
Board of U. S. Convicts; 
Reform School Indebtedness, 
Sales ot School Lands, 
Sales »f Ag. College Lands, 
Sales of Int. Imp. Lauds, 
Sales of Pine on School Lands, 
Sales of Pine on University Laud:-, 
Sales of Pine on Int. Imp. Lands, 
Interest on Stumpage Acc'ts, 
Interest on Porm't School Fund, 
Interest on Perm't Univ. Fund, 
Interest on Iut. Imp. Land Fund, 
Inebriate Asylum Fund, 
Internal Imp Fund—U. S., 
Miscellaneous, 

$130,245 29 
442,699 32 
141,475 53 
29,113 00 
4,430 00 
5,761 14 
5,734 34 
1,931 17 

29,775 84 
51,823 69 
4,874 66 

611 88 
21,439 51 
8,185 74 

19,815 34 
4,327 71 

303,295 02 
19,815 34 
3,035 08 

11,737 61 
3,940 82 
7,681 76 

DISBORSMEXTg. 

For Legislative, Exec • 
utive, and Judicial 
Expenditures , . . . . 162,574 53 

For support of State 
Normal schools. In
sane Asylum, Deat 
Dumb and Blind In
stitute, State Prison 
Reform School and 
Soldier's Orphans.. 206,222 28 

For electing, repair's 
and furnishing pub
lic buildings, 54,377 48 

For payment ot appor
tioned school fund, 208,952 53 

For expenses of State 
University 36,135 00 

For payment of inter
est on State Bonds, 35,000 00 

For Publio Printing, 
paper & stationery, 3,7419 61 

For printing laws in 
newspapers, 9,000 00 

For purchase of bonds 
for investment of 
funds, 178,19140 

For reimbnrsememe't 
of counties for relief 
and Grasshopper 
Bounties 43,856 28 

For Inebriate Asylum 10,600 00 
For miscellaneous ex

penses, 

$1,151,649 79 

53,026 49 $1,035,385 50 

$1115,264 2 9 
Balance in the Treas

ury Nov. 30, 1875, 
To the credit of the 

lollowiiig lunds: 
Interest fund, $26,76991 
Sinking fund 15,062 54 
State Institu'n's fund 55,641 31 
Permanent School 

lnnd 1,375 21 
General School fund, 9,044 56 
Apportioned Schoi 1 

hind, 3,801 17 
Permanent Universi

ty luud, 1,182 31 
Geneial University 

lund, . ....". 4,676 30 
Interest Improvem* lit 

fund 1,925 61 
Inebriate asylum fund 979 69 
Internal Improvem'nt 

land lund 10.65C09 

131,108 73 
Less Revenue Fund 

overdrawn $14,844 44 §116,264 29 
The Auditor says that the statement ot bal

ances to the credit of the several funds shows 
the general revenue fund overdrawn $14,844,-
44 against $19,476 96 at the close of the pre
ceding year; while the total ot it < outstand
ing appropriations shows the State to be about 
$5U,000 less in arrears than at the correspond
ing period of last year. 

I direct your attention to the remarks ol 
this officer relative to the advantages resulting 
from a temporary resort to other funds upon 
the exhaustion ot the general revenues in order 
to meet current expenses in the most feasible 
and economical manner; and I ask your con
sideration of his suggestion for the passaga oi 
a general law authorizing such use of certain 
funds when necessary to redeem overdrawn 
warrants upon the General Revenue Fund. 

The total valuation of the taxable property 
ot the State lor 1076 as determined by the 
State Bo:ud of Equalization, was, 9218,850,744 
a decrease of $4,999 from that of the pre
ceding year. The rate of State tax is two 
mills and the average rate ior all State pur
poses, one and two thirds per cent. 

The force ot the Auditor's objections to the 
present system of township assessments wil 
be realized by all persons familiar with the 
evils ot unequal and low valuations of proper 
ty; aud the adoption of a plan of assessment 
by a county board of assessors or by a single 
competent person removed from personal and 
political influences in each county, as recom
mended by him, would doubtless go far to
wards the desired improvement. Few sub
jects are of a more immediate practical impor
tance. 

The support and practical opefations ot gov
ernment are primarily dependent upon the 
meaus thus derived; and the just and impar
tial valuation of property is both essential to 
that and due to those upon whom the burden 
falls. The responsible task which thus re
quires tor its faithful performance so much 
intelligence, judgment and conscientious la
bor, and which should devolve upon the most 
competent and be»t remunerated persons, is 
too often allotted to the least capable, as a 
cheap reward for disreputable political ser
vice. The result i s , that the work is so igno-
rantly, and sometimes so maliciously done, 
as to be substantially}nnpertormed,ana the ac
tual service devolves upon the county and 
State boards ot equalization. 1 trust you will 
address yourselves to the correction of this 
serious evil. I also request your attention to 
the Auditor's remarks relative to the taxation 
ot telegraph and transportation companies, 
and to his other suggestions, looking to great
er economy. 

The operation of the new tax law. for which 
the State is much indebted to the efficiency ot 
this officer, continues to entoroe prompt and 
thorough payment ot taxes, which it was de
signed to accomplish. It is moreover gratity-
iag to be able to annonnoe that through the 
Auditor's efforts an adjustment ef the State 
Swamp Land Grant is in favorable process by 
which a largo amount of swamp lands wrong
fully allotted to various railroad companies 
and other grantee?, will, it is believed, be re
covered to the State. 

The following is the Auditor's estimate ol 
receipts and disbursements lor the year 1877: 

0K5KRAI. RBVB5PB FUND. 
Receipts, 

W*\OCO.OO From current and dellnqarnt taxes 
From Ittate 1'rlson labor aud other 

sources 
From Transfer from I n t o m t ftoutf 

al system to afford, at least, a standing oppor- ^J}X!E!£°Kxn«»«. 

M.00O.M 
».ae».*i 

S3H0.We.91 

tunity to the more fortunate land persistent 
for au unobstructed pursuit n Ihe pathway 
ot learning from the beginning to the end of a 
complete education. 

I invoke at your hands such fostering care 
of the educational interests of the State as 
wil l ensure a growth commensurate with a 

Eoud material developement and be adequate 
the wants ot an expanding future. 

STATB FINAKCB8. 

A n exhibit of the flnanoial transactions oi 
the year and ot the present condition oi the 
Btateansagr te aeon in detail in the report ot 
the BUte Auditor, the general statement ol 
the same being as follows: 

Executive 5,Q0.<ki 
Judicial \SUfcOg 
1'nbllc Printing 8,.<*0.l» 
laws In Newspapers 7,0Q0iQn 
Deficiencies 10.000.08 
Unexpended Appropriations sD.0St.3l) 
Outstanding Warrants 3,348.04 
overdraft 14,844.44 
Miscellaneous Appropriations. JW.OUO.QD 1514,134.78. 
Estimated surpltw for other purposes $46,146.18 

It will thus be seen that after inoluding all 
recceipts to he reasonably expected from 
every source and restricting expenditures to 
current routine necessities, the surplus i s 
946,146.18 The utmost extent then t o w h i o h 
expenses ior publio buildings and all other 
extraordinary expenditures should go, is lim
ited to tho sum ol 660,000. 

1 * STATES TREASURY "»*«*« ' * • • " 
The management oi the State Treasury e x 

hibits methodical and vigilant care. The fol
lowing tabular summary shows the amount 
and sources of the total receipts, the general 
expenditures, and the actual bafance in the 
Treasury, which was $116,264 29 at the close 
of the fiscal year, held in deposit at the sev
eral banks, as shown according to law. 
Kccopltnlatlonof Itecriptp. Expenditure* and Balances 

during the nscal year ending Nov 20th, 1876. 
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Deposits at close of books: 
In First National liank $ J5,'W !>(i 
In Second Nafonal Bank... 23,W3 10 
Iu Merchants Ni'ional B.uik 10,105 ill) 
In German American Bank, 2S,727 70 

709.81. The fotal nnmber of-olaime prepared 
and filed in this office since January 1,1865, is 
6,893; the number allowed, 4,329 and the 
amount collected through its agency, $513,-
366 25. 

I suggest that room might be found and fit
ted at a trifling expense in the basement ot 
the Capitol building, that would be sufficient 
for the storage of guns and ammunition, upon 
a purely peace looting, which would save the 
amount annually paid as rent lor arsenal pur
poses. 

STATISTICAL BUBBAC. 
The report ot the Commissioner of Statistics 

eontains much valuable information, especial
ly upon the subject of grain, stock-raising 
and tree-planting. It shows that not for one 
fortunate year alone, but for lour successive 
years Mfnnesota steadilv maintained her po 
sition as among the leading wheat producing 
Slates of the Union. The results are given as 
lollows: 

Wheat in bushels. Average. 
1872 22,059,375 17.40 
1873 26,402,485 17.04 
1874 23,938,172 14.23. 
1875 30,059.133 17.05. 

The wheat crop of 1875 exceeded 30.000,000 
bushels and but lor injuries by insrets and 
the destructive flood occurring during the 
harvest, the Commissioner is oi the opinion 
that 35,000,000 would be a moderate estimate 
for the wheat crop of that year. The crop of 
oats was also larger than ever before by nearly 
3.000,000 of bushels ; the potato crop exceed
ed that ot 1874 nearly 600,000 bushels . 

Thejtotal crop oi cereal grains for 
Bushels . 

Year 1875 was 52.420,854. 
" 1874 was 42,945,854. 

Si 10,264 2!) 
For a lull presentation ot transactions in 

detail, showing sill receipts and disburs
ements, vou are referred to the Treasurf'r'3 
report. His suggestions are worth considera
tion. 

The amicable ~?nit brought by the State 
against t h e Chicago, Milwaukee und St. Paul 
Raihoad Compauy, to test the amount due 
the state in lien ot taxation, having been 
finally decided in our favor, the treasury has 
been already benelitted to an additional 
amount exceeding 48,000, and will eventually 
receive a sum estimated at about $50,000 from 
this company alene, in consequence of this 
decision. Other companies in view of this 
result, are voluntarily making payment on 
the basis thus required. To the vigilance of 
the State Treasurer and the Rail Road Com
missioner, and the prompt action of the At
torney General, are due the consummation of 
the effort to this end, originally made by Gen
eral A. J. Edgerton, former Railroad. Com
missioner. 

SECRETARY OF STATE. 

From the report ot the Secretary of State, it 
wil l be seen that there were s ixty-six instru
ments filed during the year for the creation of 
new corporations and modification of prior 
articles, a list ot which i s therein given. The 
recommendations of the Secretary lor an in 
crease of the number of general laws, and lor 
an amendment of the law regulating the dis 
tribution ot Special Laws, are worthy ol at
tention. The report commends the character 
of the public printing for 1876, and gives a 
schedule of proposals and awards tor the 
coming year, as well as for the paper of the 
same. In addition to the usual lists of county 
officers, and other information condensed into 
convenient form, it embraces the report of 
the State Inspector of oils, under the act 
which took effect on the 1st day of April last. 
The latter report states that no serious acci
dent resulting Irom the use of illuminating 
oils has been reported in this State during the 
past s ix months, a result.compared with, tori 
mer experience, which is ascribed to the pre
cautions enlorced by thenew law. 

ATTORNEY GENERAL. 

Ry reference to the report ot the Attorney 
General it will be observed that a number oi 
cases of unusual interest and importance, in 
which the State is a Tarty, have been before 
the courts the past year, among which may 
be named a suit in which the constitutional
ity of the law lor the maintenance ol an ine
briate asylum has been reaffirmed; a fuit by 
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway 
Company against W m . Pfaender, State Treas
urer, relative to the amount due the State in 
lieu ot taxes, by thesucoess of which the State 
secures an increased per centage of railroad 
earnings, which will ultimately aggregate a 
large amonnt; and a suit brought by the 
State against Seymour, Sabin & Co., for un
paid rent of State prison grounds and for con
vict labor, which is still pending. 

It will also be seen that the cases in which 
the State brought suit against two of her for
mer officers, have passed to final adjudication. 
Although in both ot theBe the State was un
successful, I am constrained to believe it af-
fords an occasion rather lor congratulation 
than regret. In the case of Mr. Munch, for
mer State Treasurer, while no purpose to de
fraud the State at any time appeared, and no 
loss was sustained by it, the safeguards which 
in consequence of conceded abuses, displaced 
the former lax provisions tor the care of the 
publio fends, are recognized as a gain t o the 
publio service. 

in the case of Mr. Mcllrath, former State 
Auditor, Simple justice toward an officer 
whose long omoial career was marked by val-
vable public services during the most con
structive period of our existence, demands 
that his honorable acquittal ot the offences 
charged against h im, should receive fitting 
recognition. 

AMUTAHT OBllBRAI.. 

The Adjutant General has JKven constant 
personal attention to the aiairs under his 
charge and exhibited prompt efficiency in the 
discharge ot his duties. The office, as a claim 
agency, continues to aid those to w h o m the 
national bounty is due. the nnmber of claims 
filed during the year being 90S, the numbtr 

1 allowed 86, and the amount oollected §16,-

Increase in one year, 9,475,900 
The yield ot miscellaneous products gene

rally exceed the estimates. 
The yield of Butter was 12,029,372 lbs. being 

two millions in excess et 1874. Yield of cheese 
1,009,999, a fraction less than previous year. 

The Commissioner's estimate of the'wheat 
crop tor the past year, as published at the 
close ot the harvest, was 8y2 tmshels per acre, 
or about 15,000,009 bushels, but as subsequent 
reports proved less lavorable, it is possible 
that even this low estimate may not be real
ized. At all events there is no question but 
that tho wheat cropof 1876 comes nearer being 
a failure than any product during the agricul
tural career of the State. But this single ap
proach to a failure, alter a succession of such 
crops as above shown, does not in any way 
effect our status as a wheat-growing State. 
Statistics show that our average wheat crop is 
from 17 to 18 bushels per acre, while those ol 
older States show a ve iy much lower figure. 
In a series of e leven years the average ot the 
State of Ohio, as shown by her reports, was 
10.55; the average of the State of Iowa, in one 
series of seven years, was but 10.3 bushels 
per acre, while a h igh local authcritv esti
mates the wheat average of Illinois at 8 bush
els per acre. It thus appears that an average 
wheat yield in other States but little exceeds 
what is deemed a failure in Minnesota. 

The same report also gives evidence of a 
growing interest and movement in the direc
tion of stock raising, and the improvement ot 
the breed of horses, sheep and horned cattle. 
The accounts of the diflerent herds ot im
proved stock will be found worthy of the at
tention ot farmers. 

The returns ot tree planting are encourag
ing ; they show that more "than 10,000,000 
trees have been planted in groves and a cor
responding amount in line and on road-ways, 
for wind-brakes and shade. 

The report ol births for the year 1875, foots 
up 18,725, against 17,939 ior that of the pro
ceeding year, while the number of deaths re
ported is e,06i, being 841 less than in 1874, 
showing a tendency toward greater healthful-
ness. The excess ot births over deaths In 
1875 is 12,664, and that of the last five years 
amounts in the aggregate to 54,049, which re
presents the natural increase s imply, ot our 
population. 

There has been no death reported within 
the borders of the State from tmall-pox d u 
ring the year. 

As our State has been celebrated for its 
healthlulness, the commissioner's showing oi 
various death rates becomes a nr-atter of inter
est. The number ot deaths per thousand in 
the whole State is 10 14-100; the average in 
thirty-two towns and cities is 13 S7-1(H) per 
thousand. The number of deaths in Minne
sota is shown to be one to every 108 of the 
population, which is a smaller mortalitv than 
that of any State of the Union, with one ex 
ception. The proportion lor the whole United 
States is reported at one death to each 74 of 
the population. 

The Bureau of Statistics is now in charge ot 
Dr. J. B . Phill ips, a gentleman whose prac
tical acquaintance with agriculture, knowledge 
of the iundamental principles of medicine, 
and varied scholarly attainments peculiarly 
fit h im for the best performance of his com
prehensive duties. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 

I take pleasure in referring to the report ot 
the Historical Society. It liears evidence ol 
the prosperous condition ot an organization 
which performs an invaluable public service 
by the collection, preservation and arrange* 
ment of the materials essential to our early 
history. Its library now comprises 17,000 
volumes, bound and unbound; and its collec
tion of newspapers, 680 volumes,—mostly 
Minnesota papers,—covering the whole period 
trom the Territorial organization in 1S49 to the 
present time. Public libraries are a moral 
and educational power whose general uses are 
readily recognized; but it is difficult to real
ize how important to future history are the 
familiar, unprized occurrences of the present 
which are unheeded amid the exactions and 
excitements ol the hour. Few historical col
lections, in so young a State, embrace more 
valuable material for luture usefulness than 
has already been secured by this Society. 
The Secretary complains of the crowded state 
of the rooms, and suggests that ultimately a 
fire-proof depository will be required. The 
value ot its library and the irreplacuble na
ture of its collections, will render such means 
ot safety indispensable. In view ot the excel
lent management exhibited, the gratifying 
success already achieved, ana the importance 
ot its labors, I cannot doubt that the letter
ing care which the State has heretofore given 
to the Society, will be continued at your 
hands. 

STATB LIBRARY 
The report of the State Librarian shows au 

addition of 340 volumes to the State Library— 
160 by purchase and 180 by exchange; and 
that the library now comprises a total of 12,-
000 books. The lack of room begins to be 
seriously felt and early measures will lie nec
essary to supply the 'increasing demands of 
the future. 

IKSURAXCB DEPARTMENT. 

The fifth annual report of the Insurance 
Commissioner, which will be laid before yon, 
shows with great clearness the oondition ot 
the various fire and marine and lite insurance 
companies, doing business in this State, as 
severally reported to the Insurance Depart
ment. It appears that at the date of this re
port there were eighty-nine fire and marine 
insurance companies duly authorized to oper
ate in this State, with total assets of $94,023,-
334, and with total liabilities, including paid 
up capital, ol #68,791,025. Their total income 
during the preceding year was $55,739,777, 
and their total expenditures, $47,071,102. 

Of these companies, two were incorporated 
under the laws of this State, seventy-three are 
companies of other States, and fourteen of for
eign countries. Their operations in Minne
sota during the year were as follows: 
Total risks written 169,688,868 
Total premiums received 987,985 
Total losses inourred 469,686 

There were twenty-eight life insurance 
companies doing business in the State, with— 
Total assets amounting to $354,009,4-24 
And whose total liabilities were. . 302,743,636 
Their total income during the 

year was 95,512,894 
Total expenditures 70,130,166 

The following is a general statement ot 
their business operations in this State during 
the year: 
Number of policies issued 3,592 
Total cash premiums collected.. $440,118 
Total death losses paid 219,050 

For more particular information under this 
head you are respectfully referred to the 
Commissioner's report. 

Before leaving this subject, however, I de 
sire to direct your attention to an act ot the leg
islature ot last winter, in regard to the invest
ment of the capital of fire and marine insu
rance companies, which I am convinced is 
not only illiberal but unwise. I refer t» the 
act requiring these companies, as a condition 
precedent to doing business in the State, to 
invest at least »100,000 of then- capital, re
spectively, in United States bonds. 

Considering the difficulties already «*xpe-
rif need in obtaining first-class securities for 
investment, except at such rates as to serious
ly impair the profits, a law which adds to 
such difficulties without ensuring the ad
ditional solvency of the companies, is an ex 
ercise ol arbitrary power, not only uncalled 
for but detrimental to the interests of the 
State. 

To assumption upon which the law seems 
to have been passed, that United States bonds 
aflord the only means of safe investment, is 
wholly unwarranted by well known lacts. II 
State bonds are good enough for our school 
fund whose security we watch so zealously, it 
is absurd and unjust to exclude them to any 
extent as insurance capital. The effect of this 
provision will be to rule out about one third 
of the companies among which are some of 
the best now operating m the State; and, as 
an abundance of competitive capital is re
quisite to secure fair rates of insurance, the 
deleterious effect is obvious. I recommend 
that the act in question be promptly repealed 
or so modified as to correct its injurious re
sults. 

RAIL ROAD COMMISSIONER. 
The report ot the Rail Road Commissionsr 

condenses a large amount of valuable informa
tion into a comparatively small space. It af
fords the following comparative summary of 
the aggregate rail road traffic in the State for 
the past three years as reported by the sever
al companies, the business year terminating 
on the 30th ol June, respecti. e l y : 

1874 1875 1876 
Gross earnings $6,194,669 94,952,152 §6,000,967 
Net earnings 1,894,800 1,026,830 1,798,424 
Passg. carrried 1,012,506 996,213 1,169,072 
Tons ft. moved 1,434,913 1,350,177 2,079,563 
Tons grain mov. 505,940 372,062 577,918 

It will thus be seen that the railroad busi
ness aggregated a larger amount, the last year, 
than during either of its predecessors, al
though the earnings were less than those of 
1874. 

The sales of railroad lands lor the year end
ing Dec. 31st, 1875, were unusualJv large, 
reaching 179,250 acres, which sold lor'81,317,-
779 ; while for the first halt of 1876 the sales 
were 174,478 acres, of the value ot §978,430. 
For the eighteen months thus f-overed the 
sales were equal in quantity to 40 per cent, ot 
the combined amount o fall prior land sale5. 
These increased sales the Commissioner 
ascribes partly to the depreciated bonds ot 
some of the companies which practical lv 
cheapened the lands purchased by them, and 
partially to the extraordinary wheat crop ot 
1875, which stimulated the demand for wheat 
lands. 

The only new railroad construction during 
the year in the State, was the section of thirty 
miles of the Worthington and Sioux Falls 
road extending from Worthington to Luverne, 
which was completed and opened for business 
in September. The Commissioner expresses 
his gratification both with the enterprise 
evinced in pushing forwaid a remote frontier 
work in a period ot depressed railroad inter
ests, and with the iact tbus evidenced, that 
Minnesota is among the first to show a re
vival oi those great movements which are at 
once the cause and the effect ot material pros
perity. 

In m y last message I recommended such 
enlargement of both the powers and duties of 
the Railroad Commissioner as shall insure a 
constant surveilance of the condition of t h e 
various railroad tracks, and provide against 
accidents from defective bridges and other 
insecure structure. The fatal casualty at Brai-
nerd, which had then recently occurred, and 
the constant liability of a repetition of disas
ters from l ike causes, were deauced as justify
ing the precautionary measure suggested. Va
rious accidents ot the kind throughout the 
country have continued to show the necessity 
for the action recommended, whi le the shock
ing tragedy caused by the wreck ot a rail
road bridge in Ohio, "gives melancholy em
phasis to such necessity. I again solicit y^ur 
protective intervention in the interest not onl v 
of the traveling public, but in that of th'e 
railroad companies themselves. 

PISCICUXTCRE. 
That there is an increased appreciaticn ot 

the practicability and importance of the cul
ture ol the several varieties of fish in the 
beautiful lakes ot our own State, is evinced 
in a gratifying manner by the voluntary aid 
afforded by the different railroad companies 
and individuals, i n furtherance of the labors 
of the Fish Commissioners, which have been 
prosecuted under adverse circumstances, I 
invite your attention to the verv interesting 
report of these gentlemen, Irom which it ap
pears that 215,125 fish have been introduced 
into various lakes named, as per their detailed 
statement, and that other important services 
have been rendered. The failure ot the legis
lature to make the needed appropriation for 
this work necessitated a contribution from t h e 
Executive contingent, not only to insure its 
continuance but to prevent the'partial loss ol 
what had already been accomplished. I ask 
your considerate support ot this deserving 
enterprise. 

STATE PRIfSOX 
I refer with pleasure to the encouraging re

port of the affairs of the State Prison. The 
number ot convicts at the close et the year 
was 166; the average number during the 
year, 153 5-7. being an average increase of 15. 
The total expenses were $39,406 78, and vhe 
earnings $18,158 87, showing a net cost to the 
State ot $21,247 91, or $138 per capita. This 
shows a decreased cost ot prison maintenance 
from that of any previous year, and compares 
favorably with the conduct ot similar institu
tions elsewhere. Notwithstanding an average 
increase of 15 inmates, the expenses ot the 
prison were less than those ot the previous 
year, which the Inspectors ascribe partly to 
the decreased cost of provisions, and partly 
to the strict economy and judicious manage
ment ot the Warden, by which the expenses 
were kept within the current appropria
tion. I request your careful attention to 
the various statements and suggestions 
of the officers of this institution and especially 
to their complaints relative te the l imi ted 
conveniences ior the profitable employment 
ot convict labor, as wel l as to the correspond
ence respecting t h e same. As elsewhere an
nounced, the State has commenced suit 
against the contractors for default in the pay
ment of rent and convict service, w h i c h pay '< 
ment was refused on the ground of alleged 
non-performanoe of the State's obligation un
der the contract. I respectfully ask that a 

'thorough re-examination of the oondition 
and necessities ol the Prison and its appur
tenances be promptly made as wel l with a 
view to the Just determination of matters in 
contest as to the end that the present efficient 

(Continued on s ix th page.) 
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