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The Fifty-Secon- d Congreea of the
Uri';?U States of America, Is now fully

canued and the third annual message

cl President Harrison has been presented
tj both branches of It.

Th3 Senate was organized on Monday,

th 7th Inst., so to speak, yet as it la a
continuing legislative body, It might be

irore strictly correct to say of it, that it
duly convened, and that Levi Parker
Ilcrton, the domestic and foreign banker
and broker of New York and of London,

was its presiding officer.

This body composed of eighty-eig-

members from forty-fou- r states, is a moat

decidedly undemocratic, unrepublican,
feature of government, inasmuch, as it
represents in the first place territory,
cad not population; for the state of Ne-

vada, containing 45,761 people, has the
same political power In the upper branch
of the American Congress, aa doeaNew
York, with a population of 5,997,853.

Secondly, It Is a body hardly ever in

close touch with the people, for, unless a
United States Senator be a conscientious,

earnest, honest, patriotic and
citizen, he might consider himself so

far removed from the great body of the
people of the state from which he comes,

that he might feel tempted to exclaim

with a late millionaire, "The people be
d L"

A delegated power fromthe people

cftoa manipulated by conscienceless,

corrupt and utterly unprincipled politi-

cal cabala, who organize their
liUlo regencies at state capitals and at
commercial centers, not only In the
"new world," but sometimes In the "old
world," where despotisms and monarc-
hic are in church and state nomenclature
Installed by "divine right" by far too often,

Lave determined who should be United
States Senators! It were better that so

many of these Senators whose seats are
secured by methods that would not bear
the light of day, should be limited to a
service of six years at a time, than that
the Hamlltonlan Idea of government

should have been adopted for this great
American republic, that these grave and
reverend selgnores, should hold their
places during their natural lives, or In

common parlance through a period of

good behavior.
The present president of the United

Biatea was beaten for the office of gover-

nor of Indiana, In 1878, by "Blue Jeans"
Williams, a stirring farmer of Knox

county, who had been known as Hon.

James D. Williams, when a member of

tie national House of Representatives,

ia 1879, he was defeated for the United
C tat 33 Senate by Hon. Daniel W. Voor-hfiij- s,

and as a candldete for to

the office of Senator he was beaten In

1S37, by Hon. David Turple, so that with

a legislative service of six years in the
United States Senate to which he was

net called back he was graduated by

the aid of money-monge- I into the office

of president of the United States.
Of the eighty-eigh- t United States Sena-

tors, forty-seve- of them are classified as

republicans. The Atlantic states f ur-rt- eh

sixteen of them; the eight Paclflo

titles the same number, and fifteen of

thcrahall from the north central states.
Of that fifteen, two are from Iowa, which

L:kiflve administration and six opposi-- i

:a Representatives; two from Michigan,

Trhlch has four administration and seven

exposition Representatives; two from

Minnesota, which has one administration
r.;id four opposition Representatives; two

from Nebraska, which has no adminls-Jratio- n

Representatives, three opposition;

t ,70 from North Dakota, which has one

r Representative; one from

V:izzb, which has six administration

and fourteen opposition Representatives;
one from Kansas, which has two adminis-

tration and five opposition Representa-

tives; one from Ohio, which has seven

administration and fourteen opposition

Representatives; one from South Da-

kota, which has two administration Rep-

resentatives; one from Wisconsin, which
has one administration and eight opposi-

tion Representatives. The sixteen Re-

publican Senators from the Atlantic
states are twelve from New England, two
from Pennsylvania and one each from
New York and Delaware. - Fxom these
nine states there are forty-on- e adminis-

tration and forty eight opposition Rep-

resentatives. The eight Pacific states
so classified for convenience California,
Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
Oregon, Washington and Wyoming, have
sixteen Republican Senators, and ten ad-

ministration Representatives to three op-

position. These eight states, have in the
aggregate, a population less by 72,689

than has the state east of Kansas, some-

times called "Poor old Missouri." More

than one-ha- lf of the Republican Senators
hail from twelve states which have but
an aggregated population of 9,040,730,

eight of which states gave the Republi-
cans a majority of the popular vote at
the last election.

Yet In face of the great fact that the
national administration is In such a
wonderful minority In the great Ameri-
can nation, the president, perhaps feel-

ing somewhat like a "drowning man
catching at straws," puts the following
matter in his message:

An attempt was made In the last Congress to
bring to bear the constitutional powers of the
general government for the correction of frauds
against the suffrage. It Is Important to know
whether the opposition to such measures Is

really rested la particular features supposed to
be objectionable or Includes any proposition to
give to the election laws of the United States
adequacy to the correction of grave and ac-

knowledged evils. I must yet entertain the hope
that It Is possible to secure a calm, patriotic con-

sideration of such constitutional or statutory
changes at may be necessary to secure the
choice of the officers of the government to the
people by fair apportionments and free elections.

COMMISSION PROPOSED.

I believe It would be possible to constitute a
commission, in Us membership,
and composed of patriotic, wise and Impartial
men, to whom a consideration of the question
of the evils connected with our election system
and methods might be committed with a good
prospect of securing unanimity In some plan for
removing or mitigating those evils. The consti-

tution would permit the selection of the com-

mission to be vested In the supreme court, It
that method would give the best guaranty of Im-

partiality.
This commlsflon should be charged with the

duty of inquiring Into the whole subject of the
law of elections as related to the choice of offi-

cers of the national government, with a view to
securing to every elector a free and unmolested
exercise of the suffrage and as near an approach
to an equality ef value In each ballot cast as is
attainable.

While the politics of the general government
upon the tariff, upon the restoration of our mer-

chant marine, upon river and harbor Improve-

ments, and other such matters of grave and gen-

eral concern are liable to be turned this way or
that by the results of Congressional elections,
and administrative politics, sometimes Involving
Interests that tend to peace or war, to be turned
this way or that by the results of a presidential
election, there Is a rightful Interest in all the
states and In every Congressional district that
will not be deceived or silenced by the audacious
pretense that the question of the right of any-

body of legal voters In any state or m any Con-

gressional district to give their suffrages freely
upon these general questions Is a matter only of
local concern or control. The demand that the
limitations of suffrage shall be found In the law,
and only there. Is a just demand, and no just
man should resent or resist It My appeal Is,
and must continue to be, for a consultation that
shall "proceed with candor, calmness and pa-

tience upon the lines of justice and humanity,
not of prejudice and cruelty."

To the consideration lot these very grave ques-

tions I Invite not only the attention of Congress,
bat that of all patriotic citizens. We must not
entertain the delusion that our people have
ceased to regard a free ballot and equal repre-

sentation as the price of their allegiance to laws
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and to civil magistrates.

The foregoing propositions gravely put
forth in a state paper, as remedial meas-

ures in the Interest of "a free ballot, a
fair count and an honest return," might
seem ludicrous If the average citizen
was really unaware of the fact that the
Republican managers of all things do
not want an untramelled ballot and a day

of absolute freedom for the voter at the
polls. The following from theJWashing-to- n

Pont, a paper friendly to the national
administration might go as a companion
piece with the above message extract:

Our esteemed cotemporary, the Matt and Ex-

press, of New York, Is just now engaged In build-

ing up a beautiful and fairylike theory as to the
growth of Republicanism In the south. It has
been drinking In the revelations of southern
progress vouchsafed by the sweet singers of
special trade journals and other hebdomadal
brewers of gaudy but unreliable statistics; and
it appears to have drunk lntemperately.

The Post yields to none In Its cordial and glad
recognition of the material development of the
south, but It falls to see the force of the Mail
and Express hypothesis. Commercial and In-

dustrial progress do not necessarily imply the
triumph of Republican principles any more than
decades and sloth and degradation mean that
.Democracy Is getting the upper hand. The time
for that sort of talk has passed. Republicanism
will begin to spread and strengthen at the south
just as soon as the Republican party adopts a
broad, courageous and Intelligent policy toward
the southern states. Alabama and Tennessee
may multiply their Industries and Increase their
capital until they overshadow Ohio and
Pennsylvania, but they will net ask for admis-

sion to the Republican party so long as that
party talks to them of force bills, or purposes, in
any other form, a renewal of the violence and
turmoil which they endured under Republican
rule once before, and which they do not care to
experience again.

If the party to which the Mail and Erprm
looks for all the virtue In the world will stop
treating the southern states Hke poor relations,
stop misrepresenting everything they do, treat
them on terms of pet feet equality with the other
states, abandon the idea of making laws which
apply Injuriously to them in short, If it will
brace up and take a new departure in the direc-

tion of nerve and common sense, it may prepare
to see the south throw off a "solidity," for which
It will then have no further use, and of which it
is already thoroughly tired.

If these political doctors so badly disa-

gree, who may arise and seek to place

them on a basis of harmonious thought
and action?

"A consultation that shall 'proceed
with candor, calmness and patience upon

the lines of justice and humanity, not of

prejudice and cruelty," must be measur-
ably a presentation of platitudes bv the
president when he seriously takes into
consideration what his henchman, Wil-

liam W. Dudley, accomplished with
filthy lucre for him at the Chicago Domi

nating convention, and with the blocks

of fire at the polls the following Novem-

ber and two years later he might dis-

cover that his party in Indiana was In a
minority of 47,039 votes.

But the New York World makes this
.Inquiry:

Will President Harrison follow the Republican
caucus in telling the American people that they
didn't know what they were about in electing a
successor to the billion dollar and force bill
gress?

A Democratic House may not be able to se-

cure the enactment of much Democratic legisla-

tion, but It can be relied on to save the country
from billion dollar legislation, force bills, gag
rules and other Republican Iniquities.

The House was duly organized on

Tuesday, the 8th lnst., the Democrats
having been able to close their caucus
and agree upon their candidates on Mon-

day evening.
When the House was called to order

on Monday by Clerk Edward McPherson
and the roll of members by states was
called in alphabetical order, after Its
completion, Hon. William S. Holman, of

Indiana, the Democratic leader, made
a motion for adjournment to 12

o'clock m., on Tuesday, which was
adopted. Hon. Charles F. Crisp, of
Georgia, who was elected speaker, was
escorted to the chair by Messrs. Mills of
Texas, and Reed of Maine, at the request
of Clerk McPherson.

The vote for Reed was 83,

and Hon. Thomas E. Watson, having
been nominated by Hon. Jerry Simpson
for speaker, received the votes of Messrs.
Baker, Clover, Davis, Halverson, Kem,
McKelghan, Otis and Simpson. Mr.
Halverson is from Minnesota, and Messrs.
Eem and McKelghan from Nebraska.
Rev. Dr. William H. MUburn, the blind
preacher, who has been chaplain in five
previous Congresses offered a very ap-

propriate prayer at the request of Speak-

er Crisp after he had been sworn In by
Mr. Holton. The speaker then swore in
the Representatives as they appeared In
blocks of states In an alphabetical ar-

rangement. The members of the Peo-

ple's party have for the most part ob-

tained some of the most eligible seats In
the House. Reed, Mr. Hol-m- ra

and Hon. Charles O'Neil, of Penn-
sylvania, were privileged to select their
seats before the drawing. Hon. John
Davis sits diagonally In front vf Mr.
Reed, and Hon. John O. Otis, with Mr.
Halverson, are in front of Mr. Davis.

The New York World of the 9th haa
the following:

At n ;W a tot members were reqqe tfed to re


