
tax impoeed by needless hauls. Only

those somewhat familiar with the extent
of the diversions from direct routes can
form any confeption of the aggregate
saving that would be effected by such
change as would result from national
ownership, and which may safely be es-

timated as equal to 2 per cent of the
entire cost of the railway service, or $25,
000,000 per annum.

With the government operating the
railways there would be a great reduc-

tion in the number of men employed in

towns entered by more than one line.

For instance, take a town vhere there
are three or more railways, and we find

three (or more) 6taffs, three
(or more) expensive up town freight and

' ticket offices, three (or more) separate
sets of all kinds of officials and em-

ployes, and three (or more) separate de-

pots and yards to be maintained. Under
governmen control these staffs except
in very large cities would be reduced
to one, and all trains would run into one
centrally located depot; freight and pas-

sengers be transferred without present
cost, annoyance, and friction, and public
convenience and comfort subserved, and
added to in manner and degree almost
Inconceivable.

Economies which would be affected by

such staff reductions would more than
offset any additions to the force likely to
be made at the instance of politicians,
thus eliminating that objection; such
saving may be estimated at $20,000,000

per annum.
With the nation owning the railways

the great number of expensive attorneys
now employed, with all the attendant
corruption of the fountains of justice,
could be dispensed with; and there would
be no corporations to take from the bench
the best legal minds, by offering three or
four times the federal salary; nor would
there be occasion for a justice of the
supreme court of Kansas to render a de-

cision that a corporation chartered by
Kansas for the sole purpose of building
a railway In that state has the right and
power under such charter to guarantee
the bonds of corporations building rail-

ways in Old or New Mexico, and shortly
after writing such decision be carted all
over the seaboard states in one of the
luxurious private cars of such corpora-
tion. Under national ownership such
judges would pay their travelling ex-

penses In some other way, and be trans-

ported in the ordinary manner, and not
half as many judges would travel on
passes. There are many judges whose
decisions any number of passes would
not affect; but if passes are not to have
any effect upon legislation and litigation,
why are Congressmen legislators, judges
and other court officials singled out for
this kind of martyrdom? If the men
who attain these positions remained pri-

vate citizens, would passes be thrust
upon them?
' Although the reports of the Victorian

commissioners show in detail, all the ex-

penditures of railway administration, yet
not one dollar is set down for attorneys'
salaries or for legal expenses, and It is
presumed that the ordinary law officers
of the government attend to the little
legal business arising, and yet judging
from reports made by Kansas roads, the
expenditures of the corporate owned

"railways of the United States for attor-

neys' salaries and other legal expenses,
are at least 2 per cent of the entire cost

of operating the roads, and yearly aggre-

gate some $24,000,000, all of which is

taken directly from railway users, and is

a tax which would be saved under na-

tional ownership, as United States dis-

trict attorneys could attend to such legal
business as might arise. This expendi

ture Is incurred in endless controversies
between the corporations, in wrecking
railways, in plundering the shareholders
in contending against state and federal
regulation, in manipulating elections and
legislation, and in wearing out such citi-

zens a3 seek legal redress for some of
the many outrageous acts of oppression
practised by the corporations. Once the
government was in control, the lawyers
would be relegated to some employment
where they would do less harm, even if
not engaged in a more honorable voca-

tion than that of trying to defeat justice
by the use of such questionable means
as the control of the vast revenues of the
corporations placed in their hands.

Is it possible that the railway com-

panies can legitimately use anything like
$14,000,000 yearly in protecting their
rights in the courts?

The president of the Union Pacific
tells us that: "The courts are open to
redress all real grievances of the citizen."

There is probably no man in the
United States better aware than is Sid-

ney Dillon that no citizen, unless he has
as much wealth as the president of the
Union Pacific, can successfully contest a
case of any importance in the courts with
one of these corporations which make a
business, as a warning to other possible
plaintiffs, of wearing out the unfortunate
plaintiff with the law's costly delays; and
failing this do not hesitate to spirit away
the plaintiff's witnesses, and to pack and
buy juries retaining a special class of
attorneys for this work the command of
great corporate revenues enabling them
to accomplish their ends, and to utterly
ruin nearly every man having the hardi-
hood to seek Mr. Dillon's lauded redress,
and when they have accomplished such
nefarious object, the entire cost is
charged back to the public and collected
in the form of tolls upon traffic. Laws
are utterly powerless to restrain the cor-

porations, and Mr. Dillon tells us how
easy it is to evade them by pleading com-

pliance, when there has been no compli-
ance, and then having the expert servants
of the corporation swear there has been.

With the government operating the
railways, every citizen riding would pay
fare, adding immensely to the revenues.
Few have any conception of the propor-
tion who travel free, and half a century's
experience renders it doubtful if the
pass evil so much greater than ever
was the franking privilege can be
eliminated otherwise than by national
ownership. From the experience of the
writer as an auditor of railway accounts,
and as an officer Issuing passes, he Is
able to say that fully 10 per cent, travel
free, the result being that the great mass
of railway users are yearly mulcted some
$30,000,000 for the benefit of the favored
minority; hence It is evident that if all
were required to pay for railway services,
as they are for mail services, the rates
might be reduced 10 per cent, or more,
and the corporate reyenues be no less
and the operating expenses no more. In
no other country unless It be under the
same system in Canada are nine-tenth- s

of the people taxed to day the traveling
expenses of the other tenth. By what
right do the corporations tax the
public that members of Congress, legis-

lators, judges and other court officials
and their families may ride feee? Why
Is it that when a Legislature is In session
passes are as plentiful as leaves in the
forest in autumn?

The writer, as an executive officer of
a railway company having authority to
issue passes, has, during a session of th e

Legislature, signed vast numbers of blank
passes at the request of the legislative
agents of such company, and nnder in-

struction of the president of the corpora

tion to furnish such lobby agents with
all the passes they should ask for. No
reports of passes issued are made either
to state or federal governments, or to
confiding shareholders, and should such
reports be asked for, by state or nation,
in order to measure the extent o? this
evil, the Sidney Dillons would rush into
print and tell us it was a piece of im-

pertinence for any citizen (or the public)
to inquire Into the extent of the manner
in which the corporations dispensed
their favors. The only way to kill this
monster is to put the instruments of
transportation under such control as only
national ownership can give. Laws and
agreements between the corporations
have been proven, time and again,
wholly Ineffective even to lessen this
great and corrupting evil.

In every conceivable way are the net
revenues of the corporations depleted
and needless burthens imposed upon the
public, but one of the worst is the sys-

tem of paying commissions for the diver-

sion of traffic to particular lines, often
the least direct The more common
practice' is to pay such commissions to
agents of connecting lines where it is
possible to send the traffic over any one,
of two or more routes, and the one which
may, by the payment of such commis-

sion, secure the carrying of the passenger
(or merchandise) may be the least de-

sirable, and the one which would never
have been taken but for the prevarica-
tions of an agent bribed by a commission
to make false representations as to the
desirableness of the routs he selects for
the confiding passenger.

This is but one of the many phases of
the commission evil, another being that
these sums are ultimately paid, not by
tbe corporations, bttt by the users of the
railways, and but for the payment of
such commissions the rates might be re-

duced in like amounts. Aside from com-

missions paid for diverting passenger
traffic great sums are paid for "influenc-
ing" and "routing" freight traffic, and
these sums, while paid to outsiders, or

brokers, are frequently divided
with railway officials. When the writer
was in charge of the transportation ac-

counts of a railway running east from
Chicago, it was a part of his duties to
certify to the correctness of the vouchers
on which commission payments were
made, and he became aware of the fact
that one Chicago brokerage firm was be-

ing paid a commission of from 3 to 5

cents per hundred pounds on nearly all
the flour, grain, packing house and dis-

tillery products being shipped out of
Chicago over this railway, no matter
where such shipments might originate,
many of them, in fact, originating on and
far west of the Mississippi river; and
when he objected to certifying to ship-

ments with which it was clear that the
Chicago parties could have had nothing
to do, he was told by the manager that
his duties ended when he had ascer-

tained and certified that such shipments
had been made from Chicago station.
From Investigations instituted by the
writer, he soon learned that some one
connected with the management was
deeply interested in the payment of the
largest sums possible as commissions.

The corporations have ineffectually
wrestled with the commission evil, and
any number of agreements have been en-

tered Into to do away with It; but It is so
thoroughly entrenched, and so many of-

ficials have an Interest In Its per-

petuation, that they are utterly
powerless In the presence of a
system which imposes great and need-

less burthens, upon their patrons, but
which will die the day the government
takes possession of the railways, as then

there will be no corporations ready to
pay for the diversion of traffic. Na-

tional ownership alone can dispose of an
administrative evil that from such data
as is obtainable, appears to coot the pub-

lic from $20,000,000 to $23,000,000 per
annum.

Mr. Meany, In his Sun article, sum-

marizes six causes for the diminution of
railway dividends and remarks:

It is unnecessary to dwell at any groat
length upon the first five mentioned reasons,
but too much could not be said on the sixth.
It is now nearly seven years since James
JMoHenry, of London, (and New York,
Pennsylvania & Ohio Railway litigation
fame) openly charged railway managers, in
an interview published in the Sun, with
criminal collusion in the matter of securing
extraordinary privileges and unapproacha-
ble contracts with their several corpora-tion- s

for favored fast freight lines, express
routes, bridge companies, etc., etc, in all
the benefits of which such managers shared
to a very great extent. On that occasion
Mr. MoHenry was promptly oried down.
Would he be oried down to-da-

As a rule American railways pay the
highest salaries in the world for those
engaged In directing business operations,
but such salaries are not paid because
transcendent talents are necessary to con-

duct the ordinary operations of railway
administration, but for the purpose of
checkmating the chicanery of corporate
competitors. In other words, these ex-

ceptionally high salaries are paid for the
purpose, and because their recipients are
believed to have the ability to hold up
their end In unscrupulous corporate war-

fare where, as one railway president ex-

pressed it, "the greatest liar comes out
ahead." With the government operating
the railways, there would be no conflict-

ing Interests necessitating the employ-

ment of such costly officials whose great
diplomatic talents might well be dis-

pensed with, while the running of trains
ana me conduct or the real work of
operating the roads could be left to the
same officials as at moderate salaries now
perform such duties, and consolidation
of all the conflicting interests in the
hands of the government will enable the
public to dispense with the services of
the high priced managers now almost ex-

clusively engaged in "beeping even with
the other fellow," as well as with the
co8tly,etatls assisting such managers In
keeping even, and the savings resulting
may be estimated at from $4,000,000 to
$5,000,000 per year.

Government control will enable rail-

way users to dispense with the services
of such high priced umpires as Mr.
Aldace F. Walker, as well as of all Ui
other officials of sixty-eig- traffic asso-

ciations, fruitlessly laboring to prevent
each of the 500 from absorbing an undue
share of the traffic. It appears that
each of these costly peace-makin- g at
tachments nas an average of seven
corporations to watch.

Referring to traffic associations, and
their vain endeavors to keep the cor-

porations within sight of commercial
ethics, the inter-stat- e commerce commis-

sion says:
But the most important provisions of the

law have not so often been directly violated
as they have been nullified through devices,
carefully framed with legal aaaiatanoe here
is one of the places where the high priced
lawyer gets in his work with a view to this
very end, and in the belief that when
brought to legal teet the devioe hit upon
would not be held by the courts to be so
distinctly opposed to the terms of the law
as to be criminally punishable"

In this connection It Is well to remem-

ber what Mr. Dillon tells us of the easa
with which the laws can be evaded. '

With national ownership the expendi-
tures Involved in the ' maintenance of
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