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THE NATIONAL , UNION COMPANY.

We published last week an expose
of this company's plan as adopted
the meetiog of state business agents
at Indianapolis. Let ns now consider
some of its results should it be sue
cessfully carried into effect.

The plan of the company contem
plates securing one leading manufac
turer in each productive industry as
a stockholder, by which arrangement
the goods of this manufacturer would
be handled by the company to the ex
elusion of those of all competing es
tablishments.; Hence, should the com

pany succeed in monopolizing the re
tail trade, as it contemplates doing,
the result at that end of the line

afa, would be the ruin of all competition
in manufactures. There is no doubt
that during the time required to gain
possession of the field, the peopl
would be able to buy the best of
goods for very low prices. This is

the means by which all monopolies
first gain control of any business.
We might cite here the operations of
the dressed beef combine, which has
now practically absolute control of the
retail market of the country. Any
retail dealer who declines to buy meat
from this company finds a market
open right by his side where custom
ers are able to purchase for less mon

ey than he can afford to supply them
The consequence is, he is forced
to either buy of the combine or go
out of business. This accomplished.

prices range as high as before. There
is this difference in the two cases: In
the National Union Company, the
manufacturer who supplies the goods
to the trade is a partner in the con

cern and shares in its profits. In the
. case of the meat combine the farmer
who supplies the product is not "in
it"
. It is a matter of some suprise that
our state exchanges, which have late-

ly been the victims of one of these
very combines, should favor the es
tablishment of a greater one than has
yet come into existence. We refer to
the American Live Stock Commission
Company, through which the Ex
change has been doing business for
some time past. Why is it that this
company is not doing business at the
old stand to-da- Simply because it
has been frozen out by jast such a
combination as is now seeking to con

trol the mercantile busines3 of this
country.

By securing the of
one establishment in each department
of manufacture, and placing the
goods of these companies upon the
market through the vast machinery
of the National Union Company to
the exclusion of all other goods of
like character, and this plan being
backed by the vast capital which is
said to be behind it, the effect could
not be otherwise than to destroy com-

petition in production. This accom-

plished, all motives of improvement
in kind and quality of goods would
be removed. The incentive to inven-

tion would no longer exist. The
cheapening of production in order to
increase profits would result in deter-

ioration, and the people would be
powerless because there would be
no other source of supply. Such

would be the effect upon our manu
factoring industries.

What would be the effect upon our
commercial relations? As before
stated, there is no doubt that the peo
ple would buy good goods at low

prices for some time to come. The
object of establishing the retail store as
contemplated is to gain the trade of
the people. The vast capital and un
limited facilities of the company to
manufacture goods and place them
on the market would enable, it even
without loss, to undersell every com
peting concern. This is plainly indi
cated by the company itself. The
conseqence of this would inevitably
be to drive competition from the
fieid in every town where stores were
established; and who is foolish
enough to suppose that this gigantic
company would cease to establish
stores as long as there should remain
a field to occupy? The inevitable re
sult of the successful execution of
this plan, we repeat, would be to de
stroy all competition in trade. The
machinery of the Farmers' Alliance
is sought to be utilized to secure the
establishment of these stores and the
patronage of a very large class of
people. This accomplished, the com
pany can then fall back upon its own
almost unlimited resources for the ex
tension of its business. It is an octo-

pus still in embryo, and should be
strangled before it extends its slimy
tentacles and embraces not only the
vast commercial interests of the en
tire country, but also the powers and
privileges of the people within its
grasp.

We have seen enough of the des
potism of trusts and combines in this
country. We ask the members of
the Farmers' Alliance to pause and
consider the nature of this concern,

The Alliance is an organized protest
against jast such conbinations. Had
none of them existed it is quite doubt
ful if the Alliance would be what it is

Is it consistent now for ns to
be instrumental in the establishment
of a combine whose magnitude shall
overshadow all others, and the far
reaching consequences of which can
only be estimated at the present time?

Do the members of our order de
sire to place themselves in this in
consistent attitude before the great
masses of the people of this country?

The impositions to which the people
are exposed are urged as a reason
for the establishment of this system.
We ask what guarantee they have
against abuses and impositions by
the National Union Company? They
have no voice in its business. A

majority of the board of directors
is always a part of the company it
self. The control is in its hands and
the people are powerless to resist its
decisions; and when other tradesmen
are driven from the field and the
people have nowhere else to go,

what are they to do should this com

pany begin to manifest its despotic
character? These are plain, common
sense business questions, which con

cern every man and woman in this
country, and we simply ask for their
candid and deliberate consideration.
We shall hereafter consider some of
the details of the plan as published

last week, and invite attention to
their practical effect should they be
put in operation.

WIUT SHALL THE PLATFORM BE?
We have two commuications in this

issue upon the subject of the platform
for 1892, in which views are expressed
that are almost diametrically oppo-
site. The one suggests the advisibil- -

ity of simplifying and the other of
elaborating that important document
We coincide with the views of the
former. Although we do not deem
it advisable to criticise the platform
as it exists, we are decidedly in favor
of its modification in some respects

the present time. Our
pondent with whom we coincide in
opinion will therefore pardon a slight
omission from his communication for
the reason here expressed.

While we also agree with the other
correspondent as to the necessity of
the changes suggested, we are not in
favor of incorporating a plank in the
platform of 1892 covering every con
ceivable reform that may be neces
sary. Our party is in its infancy. It
is now seeking to gather to itself the
strength that is necessary to insure

It is distinctively a reform
party and may be safely entrusted to
enact all needed reforms as rapidly
as possible whenever it is in a posi-

tion to do so. It must be apparent
to even the most superficial student
of political economy that more men
can be found to agree upon one single
proposition than upon two. If we
have one fundamental principle upon
which all the industrial elements
of the entire country can unite, it is
better to go before the country upon
that single proposition and succeed
than to incorporate others into the
platform and fail. Let us take
plain, common sense view of this
matter. Upon one question there is
almost universal accord among the
people engaged in all the varied in
dustrial pursuits of this country.
That question relates to the necessity
of an increase of the currency, such
increase to be issued directly from
the government to the people, both
in payment of the legitimate expendi
tares, and upon such unquestionable
securities as shall insure absolute
safety. It must be apparent to every
reflecting mind that the addition of a
second proposition will discover a
difference of opinion among the very
men who folly agree upon the first.
There can be no reasonable doubt
that a greater number of individuals
can be found to agree upon one single
proposition than upon two; and thus
it will be seen that every additional
plank incorporated in a political
platform will have a tendency to cause
division of sentiment, and diminish
the forces that will rally to its sup
port

corres

success.

Of course we are not advocating
the limitation of the platform to a
single plank, though for ourselves we
would be perfectly satisfied with such

one, and would feel perfect confi
dence that the party would inaug
urate needed reforms at the earliest
possible moment after its accession to
power, whether they had been spe-

cifically named in any platform or
not If our friends could only see

w

that the first thing to secure b suc-

cess, and that the proper time to pre
sent all the various subjects of needed
legislation will be when we havo
elected men to our state and national
legislatures wno win De aisposea 10
regard the wishes of their constitu- - '

ents, we should achieve success much f

earlier and secure a more speed
recognition of all our demands thr
if we multiply the planks of 0
platform and thus divide the fcric i
upon which we rely for its support.

It is all very well to talk . of our 1

duty to define our position upon all
the various topics of public interest
and of public need. We can do this ;

through the press, and in our clubs, "'
J : ,11 li j ; - j:ouu m tui uur jjuuiiu turn private uis--v

cussions, but it is not necessary to in-- ', it
corporate them all in a political plat
form. Let us simplify and succeed

t
f

rather than elaborate and fail. Thes
are our sentiments. How do the
strike the reader?

A DISGRACEFUL SCRAMBLE.

ltepublican papers have engages! .

in much criticism of office seeking in
the People's party, Their columns
have been filled to overflowing witb
accounts of the great number of mzc t

who we anxious to sacrifice themselves
on the altar of their country. We
would suggest that they now giva
appropriate notice of the Senators.'
campaign of the past few days in To- -
poka. The lifeless bodydf thel&i?
stricken Senator was not cold unt' j

'

the politicians began to assemble 14

this city to manipulate the wires, ar f f

negotiate the trades by which his sue-cess-

was to secure his seat A mo
disgraceful scramble was never wi- -

'f

nessed. It would seem that, in a ca ' V

of this kind, common decency and J

respect for the family of the deceas1 r
Senator should have prevented
exhibition that has been witnessed
the past few days; but decerr
among Republicans politician is 1

unknown quantity. Talk of ruiniiS ;.

the credit of the state! Ifitscref
can withstand the reproach merit'
by the acts of the Republican poi: ,

cians, it will withstand anything ti'.
is likply to occur.

NOT AFRAID OF THE COXSTITUTI

Senator Sherman has
his Nicaragua canal bill of last
sion. It provides that the govc
ment may from time to time is t

bonds to the amount of $100,000,
in aid of the canal company, at 3
cent, for which it shall hold a f
lien upon the canal and all I

property of the company. It is
union racinc railroad steal propo
to be repeated. Senator Sherma I

not afraid of coming in conflict v

the constitution in any propos
for government loans to corporat
but when a proposition is made,
the government to aid its needy m; j
gage and debt burdened people, i

constitution stands as an insurmou ',

ble barrier in the way of it ';.
Senator is a hypocrite and a knav

Tub trnn TAA.qnn for iha unrw!

ment of Perkins is undoubtedly
he was in a position to offer the
ernor a better trade than the '
aspirants. ,
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