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Politicians of both of the old parties
Are between the devil and the deep
sea upon the silver question. If they
go in for free coinage they lose the
Wall street boodle, which is their
most powerful argument in political
campaigns; and if they go against it
they array the masses of the south
and west solidly against them. In
either case they are bound to coma to
grief.

Tn Int'rtor Herald ot las' week contained a
half column article und r the caption of ''Advice
to Young Men." Alliance Gazette.

The Interior Herald is Fletcher
Meredith's paper. The Gazette does
not state what advice he gives to
young men. Does he advise them to
forge libels upon respectable bodies
of men and publish them to the world
as facts? Or does he advise them to
pass the night with strange women at
hotels within a few miles of their own

home? What kind of advice is he giv
ing to the rising generation?

The next president of the United
States will be named at Omaha. This
statement will be denounced as bun-

combe by the press of both of the old
parties, but it will be found to be cor-

rect The discontent of the industrial
classes is wide-sprea- d, and their up-

rising is almost universal. The col-o- r

line will be wiped out in the
south, and the People's ticket will
sweep this country like a cyclone.
There is no power upon the face of
the earth that can resist the forces
now concentrating in this grand
movement of the people.

TIIE GREAT NATIONAL CONFERENCE.

The Advocate has not the space
for a detailed report of the routine
proceedings of the great St. Louis
conference; nor do we deem such re-

port as materially necessary in a pa-

per like ours. Oar readers desire to
know certain things in relation to that
gathering, and most of all they de-

sire to know its results. These we

shall endeavor to give.

It has been said for lo, these many
months, that the Farmers' Alliance is
a southern institution that it is of
Democratic origin and its purpose is
to ruin the Republican party. It has
been said and insisted upon that the
south would never agree to vote any-

thing but the Democratic ticket in
short that the south would not be "in

it" The result of the St Louis con-

ference will, we think, eliminate that
idea from the controversy. If there
was less enthusiasm among the rep-

resentatives of one state than among
those of another, for independent po-

litical action, we failed to learn what
stato eDjoyed that distinction.

ItA will be remembered that Tns
Ahvocate said months ego that the
south would fulfill its agreement at
this conference. We had abundant
faith in these people and have always
believed that they would be true to
their principles, and true to their
friends in the west We have found
it impossible to doubt them ; and hence
it affords us unalloyed pleasure at
this time to record their loyalty and
devotion. The hand stretched out to
them has been, grasped with the
warmth characteristic of the people
of the south-lan- d, and the great south

and west to day stand united upon
platform of justice and right to do
battle for the homes and the liberties
of the people.

The platform adopted was unani
moosly reported from the committee
on demands, and, in all that great
conference, representing so many dif
ferent industrial organizations, and
coming as it did from every state and
territoiy in the union, but a solitary
negative vote was cast against it The
man who cast it was the most lone
some fellow in all the world. He has
not been located and we ao not know
where he belongs. He had the courage
of his convictions, however, and is en
titled to the respect of honest men
because of that fact

The address preceding the plat
form is the work of the Hon. Igna
tious Donnelly; and it is safe to say
that for terse snd crisp expression,
and for condensation and power it
has seldom been equaled and has
never been surpassed. It is a terri
ble indictment against the old partiee
under which they stand convicted be
fore the world, and the righteous
judgment of the court of final resort
will be pronounced against them in
November next

It can no longer be said that the
platform is a farmer's platform.
The men from the farms, from the
shops, from the mines, and the marts
of trade met together and partioi
pated in its formation. It is a plat
form framed by the industrial classes
of all occupations and from all sec
tions of the country. They all re
gard it as broad enough to serve their
interests. It does not, of course,
cover every necessary reform. It is
not intended to do so. The repre
sentatives assembled in that confer
ence recognized the most urgent ne
cessities of the people and pointed out
remedies for some of the evils tinder
which we are suffering. It further
recognized the fact that a party of

the people, in touch and sympathy
with the masses, and representing
their interests, will remedy pther ills
than those indicated in the platform
when it is in a position to do so. As

a matter of fact the proper time to
make demands on a party is when it
is in a position to grant them; and it
is good policy to limit a platform to a
few fundamental principles. This
has been done, but it must not be un
derstood that other needed reform
will be ignored when the party is in

power. No party has ever pretended
to cover, in its platform, all needed
subjects of legislation, and it would
be unreasonable to expect the new
party to do so.

The platform will be found in an
other place.

Resolution by QUwatba Alliance No.
1808.

Piaiu, Kan., Feb. 15, 1892.

Whereas, One ef the best ways to increase
interest and reclaim lukewarm members is
to furnish them good literature, therefore
be it

Resolved, That it will send Tai Advooati
to twenty-tw- o more voters.

Resolved that many more
will profit by doing the same.

J. W. Taylor, Secretary.

S923CSI2J for Tnj Adypcati.

BINT, INTEREST AND PB07IT.
It would seem from the communication

frmn your very able correspondent, Mr.
W. P. Boris nd, in the January number of
the Magazine, that I have succeeded In

making myself only partially understood
by him, and I will, therefore, essay to
make my meaning more plain.

To commence, I assert that rent of
used and occupied land la simply interest
upon the money yalue of such land. I
further assert that the man has been un
willingly duped, who pays for such land
more than that amount of money upon
which the rent will pay the current,
prevalent rate of interest upon money
Hence, if we reduce interest we reduce
the price of rental lands. I further as
Bert that the Increase in value of unused
aad unoccupied land, less the taxes paid
upon such land, is the net interest upon
the original money cost of the land, and
that the investment In such land Is con
sidered good or bad as the net annual In
crease In value does or does not equal
the legal current, prevalent rate of inter
est upon the money cost of such land.
As a consequence, or rather as a proof of
the correctness of this view, I offer the
fact that in the last two or three years
sixty or seventy million dollars In mort-

gtges have been foreclosed upon Kansas
City real estate, thus also proving that
the monopoly of money swallows up and
outgenerals the monopoly of land. And
these thoughts unfold another idea, i. e.,

that land values are not strictly the re
sult of the community In which such
lands are situated, the greater portion of
such land value being brought into being
by the application of, not labor, but for
eign capital or money at interest, the
owner of such money being substituted
for the ostensible owner ot the land, and
receiving the rent in the form of interest.
Thus the rate of Interest becomss the
measure or standard of the rate of rent,
the competition of landlords to realize
the interest upon the borrowed capital,
invested in their land, tending to bring
about that result. Even in the case ol
landlords who are not in debt, they are
satisfied if their rents are equal to the in-

terest upon the money cost of their land,
which they could realize if they had such
money loaned out at Interest Is this
sufficiently plain and explicit? And is
not then Interest the basis of rent?

Mr. Borland thinks that I am badly
mixed upon this question of profit Let
me also explain that point. Profits are
satisfactory so long as they are equal to
the interest upon the money or capital
invested In business, were such money or
capital loaned out at Interest Compe-

tition In business allows money to.be in-

vested in business only so long as such
business returns profits equal to or even
lightly lees than the current, prevalent

rate of interest. Thus interest is the
basis, not only of rent, but also of profit.

Now, I have no objection to profit con
sidered in the light of Prof. Amasa
Walker's definition, quoted by Mr. Bor
land, t: "The reward of mental ef-

fort or enterprise, applied to the union of
apltal and labor." This class of rewards

while called "profit," Is simply wages for
labor expended In business enterprises,
and so long as. such wages are not out of
all proportion to the reward of class 1, f.

wages paid to "physical or muscular"
effort, work no Injustice to anyone, the
laborer being "worthy of his hire." But
where, as is shown to be the case in
Massachusetts, corporative manufactur
ing Industries pay not only salaries or
wages to those who conduct the business,
but also net profits of 183 per cent, and
Interest at 5 per cent, not to labor of any
kind, but to money owned by individuals

who contribute no labor or effort what-

ever to the business enterprise, why,
then, the people are being robbed.

It would be Interesting to read Mr.
Borland's explanation of just how the
ingle tax would relieve the people of the

extortions of such monopolies as the
Standard Oil trust, the Western Union
Telegraph company, or the Bell Tele-

graph company, and many other monoo-olle- s

I might name. The only rational
and successful remedy for the evils con-

nected with monopolies which are "nat-

ural" in their nature and being, is the
following, proposed in the platform of
the People's party of the state of Massa-

chusetts, as follows:
We favor government ownership of all

means of transportation and communi
cation and in general, when in the course
of business consolidations in the form of
trusts or private syndicates, it becomes evi-

dent that any branch of commerce is used
for the profit of a few men at the expense of
the general publio, we believe that the peo-

ple should assume control of such com-

merce through their national, state or mu
nicipal administrations. We, therefore,
favor a general statute under which cities or
towns in this commonwealth may acquire
or establish local transit systems, or substi
tute publio ownership for private monopoly
when demanded by the people, such as the
opening by cities or towns of public coal
yards to furnish coal and fuel at cost.

We oppose the granting of municipal
franchises to private corporations for terms
of years.

In the case, however, of gigantic com
binations of capital and business enter
prises called trusts, the graduated, cum-
ulative tax offers an effective remedy.
This tax commencing at a basis rate,
upon a basis valuation, Increases the rate
of taxation as the value of taxed proper
ty increases. This is the "graduated"
feature. The "cumulative" features con-

sists in this: When any corporation,
trust or individual owns more than one
business plant operating under, or with
the same combined capital, the rate of
tax applicable to the total capital stock
is levied upon each separate plant or in-

stitution in the trust Mr. Borland should
be able to see that this course of pro
cedure would give small and legitimate
enterprises a chance to successfully com
pete with trusts.

And, by the way, while upon the sub
ject of taiatlon I have stated that in-

terest was the basic factor in rent and
profit it is also the key to the solution
of the much vexed tariff question. Let
me explain. The two factors which
make It necessary to maintain a protect
ive tariff are low rates of interest and
cheap labor in England. Low rates of
interest make light profits and the two
together make low prices, which, In their
turn make the purchasing power of low
wages equal to that of better wages.
American laborers could work for less
wages than at present and yet live as
well as they do now, were the rates of
Interest and profit as low as they are in
England. We can never have free trade
until we, as a government regulate the
value of money, by limiting the rate of
interest as does the English government
through the Bank of England. Free
money, free land, free trade and trans-
portation at cost

So far as the single tax is concerned, I
am, perhaps, as radical a land reform
man as is Mr. Borland. I believe that
use and occupancy should be the only
title to possession of land and would ad-

vocate the levy of a tax upon all unused
and unoccupied land, equal to the cur-
rent rate of Interest upon the cash value
of such land, and a graduated, cumula-
tive tax upon all land occupied for in.
come producing business, exempting al-

together from taxation residence sites


