BIG REDUCTION
IN PRICE OF COAL

EASTERN MINE OPERATORS TO
MAKE REDUCTIONS RANGING
FROM $1 TO $5 TON.

PUBLIG T DERVE. BENEFT

New Prices Become Effective July 1—
Present Agreement Affects Only
Bitumincus Product, But It is
Believed' Anthracite Will
Lowered Later,

l0Scow as

_é#*

("
-

LS

-~

=

e -

Waskington, June 25.—The sweeping
rednctions in the price of bituminous
eoal at all mines east of the Missis
gippt river ranging from one to five
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S 4000 which capnot fail to secure for the clty

" ©r surron boimes.
COURTESY TRAVELOGUE BLURERU

ENTRAL Russia, with Mrm-[
cow, the anclent eapltal, as Its

focnl point, 18 at ones the | elnss of artlcle at corresponding prices, |

richest anid the most thickly

populated part of the country, |
This region contuins 18 govertigucuis,
covering an aren of 480,000 squire
miles—less than one-half of the aren
of the Petrograd distriet, but with
more than twiee the population, viz,
45,000,000, As might he expeeted, says
o writer in the mogazine, Iussia, the
large towns are hoth larger und more
numerous than elsewhere In Russio.
Moscow had in 102 a population of
1,617,000, Rallwny communleations
nre, for Russia, relatively well devel-
oped here and to the south.

As a place of business Moscow occn-
ples a unlque ypositlon. The interests
loented there control and serve the
enormons area of which the elty forms
Ilterally ghe geographical center, In all
matters of supply snd demand for o
malnly ngricultural country; and it i«
through the Mogcow merchants uand
agency houses that forelgn Imports
are brought most directly before the
consumersg, With characteristic enter-
prise, the/Mosgcow merchants have also
urgunlzed and may be sald to control
the Sibatian trande. Many of the most
succesgful of her citizens are Siberinn
born, Avho find 1t deslrable to llve in
Mogcow to direct the finunelng and the
purchasing end of their business opera-
tlons, 1

Manufacturers Are Powerful,

Finally, Industrinl Russln may be
fald to center in this cily, where the
Moscow Manufacturers' associution

THE SLAVIANBICY BazAR

and  Moscow markets 18 marked,
Broadly, Petrograd disposes of a highoer

Moxcow's ollents belong mainly to the
peusant clnss—to the Inhabltonts of
the rural towns, whose wants are ree
sivleted, If not primitive, and who ara
in the sgitize when new wonts and
habits are forming, This does not
necessarlly lessen the range and wvo-
rlety of the articles desiced—rather
the contrury. DBut the attractlvences
of the articles, rather than the quallly,
appenls, and cheapoess 18 an all-deter-
minlng fuetor, This attitnde was clev-
erly grasped and exploited by the Ger-
mun trader, and in this connection,
nowhere else 0 much ns in Moscow s
the evidence of Germun adaptahility,
and of German trade Ypeneteation' ot
Russin - more t apparent, Moscow's
stores were full of Germnn goods.
Large numbers ob these stores were
obviously Germnn, while the represents
utives of Gérman houses In the dis-
trlet must hove been numbered by
thousunds. In Moscow's hest departs
ment store, the largest In Itnssia,
which was founded by Seotsmen In the
forties of the last century, and s still
condueted under British management,
probably 60 per cent of the forelgn
goods on sale have been of Germun
manulfacture. The range of retall
prices pulds and the quulity which sat-
isfies even the good elass In Moscow,
are distinetly lower than in the better
c¢lass trade of Petrograd.
Center of the Fur Trade.

Mogcow 1s the chief fur center for

Russin, and there s a tendency
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A GROCLRY STORE

aloné forms almost a party In the
state and exercises a potent Influence
on the tarifft policy of the country.
This pssociation I8 responsible for the
Russian textile Industries, which cen-
ter mainly Le=e; the Iron and steel o
dustry, and many other manufactures,
which are financed with loeal eapltal,
It was Moscow's Initintive, also, thut
started cotton growing In the Caucu-
sus and central Asin, which now sup-
ply a considerable portion of the raw
material of the country’s cotton trade,

The air of buslness which pervades
this strange but fascinating ety s nt-
tractive to a1 Westerner, Business
men are more accessible than elses
where, They seem to have a gelp on
affairs, and they pursue definite meth.
olds In thelr dealings, which lead
to quick decision and execution, These
quallties, coupled with a strong local
pairiotism and selfwconfidence, form
the driving power af Moscow's citizens,

nn ever-lncreasing lofluence in the po-
litical and ecomomic’ development of
Russia,

» The dissloflarity of the Petrograd

towards o grodual transfer of the husi-
ness of sobsidiary fur markets, like
the Irbit and the XNizhnl-Novgorad
fulrs, to Moscow. A movement has
been Inltiated by the fur scction of
the Mogcow chamber of commerce and
Indupstry to render the Russitin for in-
dusiry in future fndependent of the
Lelpzig market.

Lolpzlg has hitherto talken lnrgely

the Russinn raw furs: hns treated and |
finished them, and hps resold the fin- |

Ishad product again to Modcow. In

future Mogcow purposes to do. more -

of the finishing process herself, and
s endenvoring niso to get into touch
with London, New York, St. Lotls and
other Important fur-prodvcing nnd fur.
importing centers, for the purpose of
direct business deniings, Moscow can
under normal couditions supply fin
Ished furs such as squirrel, squirrel
tnils, ermine, mnrten, stone and boaum
marten, harves, Perslan lamb, ete, Rus
sln, a8 18 well known, is o very l8rge
buyer of fur goods. I i

_ There have been several instances
of sleeps lasting 20 years

| Cadets ot the United States Military academy, West Pofut, are gotting more severe training than usnal,

Thelr

|tr:i1nin:: has been speeded up g0 that the next geaduating class can 2ot In the feld nhout Angust, wonths belore
" x .
the normal time, The photogeaph shows them In skivmish lne hélind sandbags at rifle practice,
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Trentino front,

mounted pollce, shown at the right.

-

NEW IMPERIAL POTENTATE

Charles 1. Ovenshire of Minneapolls,
who was elected Impbrial potentute of
the Shriners af the annuns! meetng of
the imperial ecouncil In Minneapolis,
He was advanced from the oflice of
deputy lmpevlal potentate
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ITALY’S DRIVE ON THE TRENTINO FRONT

o T S

One of the first photographs to arrive in this country showing the lutest and greatest Itulian drive on the
The soldiers are shown haullng an artillery plece up the Treatino Alps.
Italian gun belng careled aeross a deep valley by means of a ¢ible,

LUMBERJACKS READY FOR SERVICE IN EUROPE

The Insert shows a big

Group of New England lumberjacks ready to embark for Europe to prepare timbers for the trenches of the
allies. Ten units have been recrulted for this work and’are In the charge of Danlel A, MacKay of the Northwest
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FRENCH SOLDIER AND HIS BIG PRIZE

Victorious French soldier signaling to his detachment the capture of a
German battery. Such deeds ns these mork the supreme moments of soldlers'
lives, This “pollu" Is elated over his prize, one of a number which for same
time poured s murderous fire into the French lnea

dollars a ton to the publie, with a
further ocut of 50 per cent [or the

| government, were agreed upon today

at conferences between the operators
and government officlals. The new
prices bocome offective July 1.

Four hundred operators who gath-
ered here yesterday at a cdll [rom Sec-
retiry Lane and pledeged themselves
to furnish their product ot a reason-
able price weore represented in the fin
al conferences by committees from
each field, Earlier in the day they
had agrecd to place the price fixing in
the hands of the government through
the defense council's conl production
committes, Secratary Lane and Com-
missloner Fort of the federal trade
commission, thus avelding the possi-
bility of violating the antitrust laws.

Director Smith of the geological sur-
vey, estimated that the reduced prices
would mean that the operators would
get $180,000,000 less annually for their
outpnt, and that the savine to the gov-
ertment and the ceal consuming pub-
He would be aven greater.

In addition to placing prices upon
coal at all the mines it was an-
nounced that all the johbers, brokers
and retall men would he permitted to
charee comimesions of not more than
25 cents n ton, and that not more
than ome commission shonld ba
charged. In other words, the consum
er will got his conl at the mine price
plus transportation charges and 25
cents per ton.

The agreement does not affect ar
thracite, and the rnel sammitieée an-
nounced tonight that action on that
problem had been postpomed until
after July 1, by azreement with the
oparalors, The anthracite producers
have indieated willingness to meet the
government in the same snirit man-
ifested by the hituminous men.

In the final conferonces trade se-
cerots betwoen competitors, cost prices
and other confidential Information
wera Infd on the table and the gov-
ernment actineg as judee, decided what
would be the highest prices pald at
mines, prices to go into effect July 1,
to stay In effect until Investigations
are made nnd other changes ordered

Repragentatives from varlous states
were asked to quote the minimum
price at which they could furnish coal.
The Clearfield district of -Pennsylvan
fa agreed to cut its price for coal as
it was loaded at the mouth of the
mine from $5.25 to $1.00, with $2.50 for
lomp sizes. Toennesses came down
from 3460 to $3.00. Virrinia did like-
wise. West Virginia reduced the cur-
rent contract price of $5.60 to $3.00,
and Hlinols and Indiana reduced thelr
prices to $2.76 for coal as it came
from the mine,

GRAIN MEN TO LEND HAND.

Hutchinson, Kan., June 2% —Resolu
tiona pledging the gunport of the grain
men of the state to the movement for
a 200,000,000 bushel wheat crop for
1918" in Kansas were adonted tonight
by the Kangas Griain Dealers' associa-
tion, In convention here. C. C. Igley of
Cimmrron said a million dollars was
neadad at once to ald western Kangas
farmers to pet seed wheat,

“Western Kansas ig not asking for
charitv," he sald. “All we want is co-
operation. Unless gomething is done
and done right soon tens of thousands
of nores of Kansas wheat land in the
western part of the gtate will lie idle
this foll instead of growing the wheat
the nation and world needs sp badly.”

BRAZIL TO JOIN ALLIES?

Rio Janeiro, June 29.—Brazil has re-
voked her decree of neutrality in the
war between the entente allies and
(iermany.

The Iirazilian government by act of
congreas late in May authorized the ra.
vocation of Brazil's neitrality in the
war hetweeh Germany and the United
States, It notifying the Brazilian le-
pations of the sanction of the revoca-
tion Ullo Pecanhn, the foreign minis-
ter, In a noto gald Brazil up to that

| tima had refrained, from toking dides

in the European confllict, but that the
reptiblie conld - not rémain ndifferent
from the moment the United States
found It=elf involved in a struggle for
the rights of the peaple and when Ger
many meted out indiscriminately to
Brazil the most brutal treatment.

Big Task Confronts Him.

San Antonlo, Texas June 28.—Ap-
proval of the planse for the infantry
barracks to be built at Camp Wilson
for the men of the draft army was re-
celved by the contractor' this morn-
fng, An effort will be mado to have
the 120 bulldings, each two stories and
housing 200 men, ready {or occupancy
before September 1, An order for
eight carloads of lumber, the Initial
shipment of 400 cars was atarted on
its way from eattern Texss to San
Antonio this morning. "




