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The on to Washington movement

has increased steadily since the very

hour Coxey and his associates were

convicted for walking on the grass
and carrying banners. "Where will

it end! .

After this year if it is necessary

for an indnstrial army to invade the
capitol gronnda at Washington, it
will be necessary for them to carry
something else than whit badges

with scriptural mottoes.

It's strange that some of the con-

gressmen who want to kill off the
Coxeyites instead of putting them to

work, favor the issuing of bonds to
assist foreign capitalists to build a
canal across Nicaraugua.

A middle of the road Populist is a
man to be admired, but to be a true
Populist a man mu9t do more than
stand up and bawl "middle of the
road." One may talk continually
about his own political virtue and be
a villain still.

Whateyeb prosperity existed in the
country during the last twenty years
waa not because of the republican
party, but in spite of it. The Cleve-lan- d

democrats hadn't sense enough
to observe this fact, therefore, they
have followed in the footsteps of
their predecessors.

If you don't want to insult a West-

ern workman be careful what you say
to him about tariff. Touch the sub-

ject gently, and if you have nothing
but the old story about the tariff pro-

tecting American labor, better say
nothing at all. He can't be fooled
with that kind of nonsense' any
longer.

We fiat money cranks have been
trying for. a long time to find out
what is the difference between a sil-

ver dollar and a piece of pure silver

bullion of the same weight, but no-
body seems to answer. If that dif-

ference is not CO cents worth of fiat
.(hen the silver is worth 40 cents),
That is it!

THE ADVOCATE,
TnZ 1IQU0S QUESTION.

A Progresilye Political Party Must Necessar-

ily Grapple With It
We have for some time had in

view the preparation of an article
upon this subject. There has been a
constant agitation of it throughout
the country for many years, and still
the great problem presented for so-

lution remains unsolved. Notwith-
standing the work of the various
temperance societies and churches,
and the legislative experiments thus
far tried, the evils of the liquor traffic
are still on the increase. This fact
may not be apparent to all Advocate
readers; but we shall endeavor in this
article to make it so, and . likewise to
show that new methods must be
adopted if those evils are ever to be
abated.

Years ago the evils of the traffic
were limited to individual abuses, the
waste of property and the misery and
the suffering naturally incident to
such abuses. Not so now. There
are far more serious questions now
presented for solution; and, without
stopping to discuss the causes that
have been instrumental in the de-

velopment of these new phases of the
evil, we shall speak only of their
character and the remedies that must
be applied.

It must be apparent to any candid
observer that the legal methods thus
far employed with a view of restrain
ing or prohibiting the traffic have
been, to a large extent, a disappoint-
ment, even to their friends. It is not
our purpose to say that they have
done no good. We do not care now
to discuss this question. Grant that
they have done good. The evil sought
to be abated nevertheless exists, even
where the most effective measures
thus far tried have been longest in
successful operation. We need only

cite in proof of this the fact that in
the single city of Portland, Me., there
were 1,457 arrests for drunkenness in
1893, while in every city in our own
state scarcely a day passes that
drunken men are not arreeted upon
the streets. High licence laws and
prohibitory legislation fail, there-

fore, in the suppression of the evils
against which they are aimed.

There is another fact that must not
be overlooked by those who honestly
seek to abate these evils. There has
been for several years a distinctive
political party, the leading plank of
whose platform has been a demand
for the enactment and enforcement of
prohibitory legislation. That this
party has failed during all the years
of its existence to achieve any sub-

stantial victory in any state in the
Union is a fact that will not be seri-

ously questioned. In fact its vote in

many places has fallen off, and with-

out entering into any discussion of

the merits of the prohibition party or
of its method of dealing with the
liquor problem, it must be apparent
that the masses of the people do not
regard them with sufficient favor to
afford reasonable promise of their
early success. Furthermore, when

we come to speak of the new phases
which the problem has assumed, it
will be Been thnt prohibitory legisla

tion is not the best method of deal-

ing with them.
Without seeking in the least to

underestimate the evils of indulgence
in strong drink or of the suffering
brought to individuals, to families
and to communities in consequence
of it, there is a still greater publk
danger growing out of the liquor
traffic which threatens to undermine
the foundations of the republic and
to become the chief instrument in the
subversion of the liberties of the peo-

ple. This danger lies in its power in
politics through the almost unlimited
agencies of corruption at its com-

mand. Setting aside every other
consideration, it is a matter " of su-

preme importance that the people,

irrespective of all party considera-

tions, should be awakened to the
magnitude of this danger. Regard-

ing the manufacture of and traffic in
liquors simply as an industrial pur-

suit, calling it strictly legitimate if
you choose, as a large contingent ef
the American people do, and the
danger is none the less. Take any

industrial pursuit whatever, in which

any part of our people are engaged,

no matter how unquestionably legit-

imate or respectable it may be, who

will say that it would be safe to per-

mit that portion of the people en-

gaged in it to control the politics of

the country! And if such a privi-

lege cannot be safely extended to

those who are engaged in other pur-

suits, how can it be safely entrusted
to those engaged in the manufacture
and sale of liquors! It is to this
phase of the subject that we now in-

vite attention; and the first question

that arises is, does the danger really

exist!

It is a well known fact that the
liquor manufacturing interests in this
country have been organized into
collossal trusts backed by unlimited
capital, and that the stock of these

is largely held abroad. The Advo-

cate published some time ago a list
of American breweries that are owned

by British subjects. It is a well known

fact also that the stock of the dis-

tilleries is largely owned by foreign-

ers. This fact is material, however,
only as indicating the source of the
power that directs the operations of

the organized forces. The character
of these operations would be much

the same whether directed by an
American or a foreign head. The

material fact of interest to the Ameri-

can people is to know that those who
are engaged in the manufacture and
sale of liquors, while not identified
with any political party, nevertheless
control the elections in behalf of the
party with which they can make the
best terms. In proof of these things
we shall quote from the Wine and

Spirit Gazette, the leading journal of
the United States devoted to the in-

terests of the wine and spirit trade.
We will add that it is an honest ex-

ponent of the principles to which it
is devoted. It is outspoken, has the
courage of its convictions, and neither
fears nor hesitates to publish the
facts relating to the trade or to the
influence of the liquor power in poli-

tics. Speaking of the policy of unit-

ing with any political party, the Ga

zette o! March 14, says to the New
Tork state liquor dealers associaiion:

Avoid political alliances if you desire to
exert aa influence in affairs and secure the
well-bein- g of your trade. In allianoe with
a party you eon at least only look for the
faTors that party has to bestow. Standing
independent, all parties will seek your fa-T- or

and influence, and will readily grant
you any reasonable relief.

This is frank and honest, and it
must be confessed that as parties are
now constituted ready to barter
principle for success it is good poli-

tics. Did all parties stand upon
sound, moral principles, refusing such
disreputable bargains, those engaged
in the liquor trade would, of course,
be deprived, of ..their power. They .

exercise this power now by throwing
it in the balance for the party that
offers the best terms. Cut off by
themselves or divided, they would
lose their power. Their politics is
the interest of their trade, and they
know very well how to secure that
interest

Now, a word with regard to their,
strength. We shall not be able to
give it accurately for the whole coun-

try, but the Wine and Spirit Gazette
gives it for the state of New York so
fully and so fairly that we shall be
able to judge something of the power
that is wielded in the politics of the
nation. The New York Sun called in
question the statement of this power
as published in the Gazette of Janu-
ary 20, and correcting the Sun's criti-

cisms, the Gazette of February 10

says:
The commissioner of internal revenue re-

ports the issuance of 40,978 lioenoea to re-

tail liquor dealers in this state last year.
That is 978 more than our figures, and 12,-9-

more than the Sun writers estimate. Of
oourse, this army of 40,978 did not pay for
federal lioenoea to sell liquor unless they
meant to use them.

But now that the question is reopened, we

may as well go farther. In addition to
these 40.978 liquor dealers' licences, the
commissioner of internal revenue reports
the issuanoe of 1,584 licences to retail malt
liquor dealers only. The beer saloon is
quite as muoh a foe to prohibition as the
liquor saloon. Therefore we have an army
of 42,562 retail liquor dealers; and allowing
two barkeepers to each, which the Sun
writer considers too moderate, we have 127,"

686 men, "all voters, without counting the
other employes and dependents of the
saloons," to offset the 30,000 prohibition
voters of the state.

Nor is that all. The Sun writer points
out that there are 450 distilleries in tha
state, employing an average of thirty men
each, or say 13,500 in all; 650 breweries
averaging eighty men eaoh, or 50,000 in all;
with an indefinite number of men employed
in other industries dependent upon the sa-

loons. To whioh we may add 939 wholesale
liquor dealers, whose bookkeepers, clerks,
etc, wiU easily make 5,000; and 632 whole-

sale dealers in malt liquors (some of whom
may be brewers as well and counted above)
say 2,000 more. Thus we have a d

army of 198,186 voting men, all de-

pendent upon the liquor traffic directly,
making no aooount of the indefinite num-

ber who earn their living in allied indus-

tries. Surely a little mutuality among this
vast army, a little consideration of self-int-

fst, would enable them to absolutely
control any election in the state.

This estimate takes no account

whatever of the patrons of the saloon

who can always be counted upon to
vote as the saloon keeper desires, and
altogether the case as presented by
the Gazette exhibits the power that
exists in the organized forces of
thtmselves to control elections. Add


