
to this power the mighty influence of
money which the vast profits of the
traffic place at the disposal of the
liquor dealers association, and the
danger from this source must be ap
parent to the most casual observer
Add to this still another fact, that the
rum power is allied to the money
power is a part of it in fact, the
money power owning: largely the
stock of the breweries and distilleries

and the full extent of the danger
will be better realized.

What is true of the state of New
York in this respect is likewise true
elsewhere. Not a state in the union
whose political affairs are not pol
luted by these pestilential influences.
The money power and the rum power
are abroad in the land, and they are
abroad to control its affairs.

Now, setting aside, for the time
being, every other thought, consider-
ing alone the corrupting influence of
this element in politics and its power
in the control of public affairs both
state and national, is the danger not
sufficiently serious to demand recog
nition and immediate action? Can
we afford to ignore this question?
Can any political party justly claim
to represent the better elements of
society and still neglect to take a bold
stand against this gigantio evil? If
it is agreed that something should be
be done to stay the progress of this
monster, what plan should be pur
sued?

Whatever may be the merits of the
plans held by the prohibition party
(and it is not necessary to discuss
these here), there is one fact alone
that renders these plans inefficient.
Prohibitory legislation seeks to stop
the sale of liquors for what it regards
illegitimate purposes, while it leaves
the manufacture of them, and their
sale for the excepted purposes, in the
hands of individuals and companies
to be conducted for profit. This in
no way interferes with the perfect or-

ganization of the forces engaged in
all the various departments of the
traffic; and while that organization
exists, and is sustained by the im-

mense revenues of the trade, it will
continue, not only to abuse the privi-

leges granted it by law, but to exer-

cise its vast powers for the overthrow
of all laws imposing limitations upon
its business. If we would destroy the
baleful influences of the rum power
in politics and elsewhere we must de-

stroy this organization, and this can-

not be done while any part of the
business is left in its hands and is
permitted to be conducted for gain.

The nationalization of the traffic is

the only effectual remedy. Let the
government assume entire control of

the manufacture and sale of all
liquors take the entire business out
of the hands of individuals and co-
rporationsand the organization will
at once fall to pieces, having no
longer anything to rest upon.

Believing that the time has come
to take a stand upon this question,
and believing further that the plan
here presented is the only one that can
be adopted with promise of success,
we present elsewhere a plank that, in
our judgment, should be incorpo--r

Tiled in our party platform.

THE ADVO CATE.
DELIBERATE, INTENTIONAL, MALICIOUS

MENDACITY.

The Capital of June 1 had a sensa
tional report of an attempted raid of
"General" Ariz and his commonweal
era upon a Santa Fe train. How
much truth and how much falsehood
there was in the report is a matter of
uncertainty, as a Capital report of
anything is always manufactured to
suit the occasion without reference to
the facts. In that report we find the
following:

All the plans were kept a profound secret
from the publio, and perhaps the only man
in Topeka, outside the army, who knew the
attempt was to be made was G. C. Clemens,
who was est the ground at the time of the
occurrence, and remained there after the
failure, frothing at the mouth, as usual, and
making all aorta of dire threats.

Now, as a matter of fact, Mr.
Clemens left the Advocate office with
the writer between 5 and 6 o'clock on
the evening in question, and went
directly home where he remained un-

til 10 o'clock the next day. He was
not even down town during the time
that the warlike demonstrations de
scribed by the Capital reporter were
taking place. The evidence in the
case is so overwneiming tnat tne
Capital was compelled to yield to the
demand to make a retraction which
it did on June 2 in these words:

The Capital stated yesterday on the au
thority of several men who were at the
Santa Fe station the night before that G. C.

Clemens was present when the Artz crowd
tried to steal a ride. Mr. Clemens said yes
terday that he was at home all evening and
night. The men who thought they saw him
were undoubtedly mistaken.

Now the Capital did not make the
statement the day previous "on the
authority of several men who were
at the Santa Fe station the night be
fore." The report was written up
by the Capital's own reporter who
claimed to have been on the ground
himself and witnessed the entire pro
ceedings. Does the reader want
proof of this? Here it is from the re
port itself:

Artz had fully deoided to accompany hie

men when the start was made from Topeka,
and there is every reason to believe he was
among the men last night, statements of
the army members to the oontrary notwith
standing.

A Capital reporter hunted for him for
some time after but he had suddenly dis
appeared.

Clemens made his appearance on the
soene shortly after the men were put oil the
train, and made no attempt to conceal him
self.

There were other freight trains following
the first and it was feared that Clemens'
presence would encourage the men to an
other attempt, but up to 4 o'olook this
morning the men remained in camp in the
woods in Farkdale.

Now this is the reporter's own
tory. He did not obtain his info rma--

tion from "several men who were at
the Santa Fe station;" he was there
himself and stated emphatically that
Clemens was there "and made no
attempt to conceal himself.'? The
statement was a deliberate, in-

tentional and malicious falsehood
and the man who wrote it knew
it to be so. Mr. Clemens is not so
much of a stranger in this city, and
he is not so much a stranger to the
Capital's reporters that his identity
could be mistaken. The fact is, the
Capital's reporters are hired and paid
to do just this kind of work, and they

would forfeit their positions when-
ever they failed to do it

But the Capital made a retraction!
0, certainly. It did this to avoid a
hbel suit. The report implicating
Mr. Clemens in this transaction was
published in the first column upon
the first page in double leaded type
and with nearly half a column of
headlines to make it conspicuous. It
was made so to attract attention with
a knowledge that it would be copied
by every republican and democratic
sheet in the country. The retraction
is a mere paragraph without head-
lines, in an obscure position on the
eighth page of the paper, where no
other newspaper man will ever see it,
and none would copy it if he did.
This is purposely done also. While
the Capital is forced to acknowledge
the falsehood it does not propose that
its acknowledgment shall be instru-
mental in correcting it

This is but a part of a deliberately
conceived conspiracy to destroy Mr.
Clemens. He has for years been
pursued by the republican pres3,
with the Capital in the lead, with a
spirit of malice that is absolutely
fiendish, until strangers, who know
of him only from newspaper (?) false
hoods, have been led to believe that
he has hoofs and horns. His business
has suffered as that of no other pro-
fessional man has done in conse-
quence of such persecution. It is the
deliberate purpose to ruin him if
possible; and the conspiracy has been
so far successful that, until the Advo-

cate took up his defense, no paper
has said a word in his behalf. As we
stated on a former occasion, we were
led to share in the general prejudice
that had been created until we be
came personally acquainted with the
man and found his character to b
the exact opposite of what the repub
lican press had pictured it. This
prejudice has likewise extended to
campaign managers, and as a conse-
quence Mr. Clemens has been kept in
the background and the people do.
not know him as he is. They know
him only as he is pictured by a set of
conscienceless assassins of private
character who would sacrifice their
Savior for the republican party. The
libel of the Capital now uoder con
sideration is a fair sample of the
work that has been done. It Illus
trates the spirit of it; and if justice
were done it would give the editor of
that infamous sheet a job digging
coal for the state. It is no greater
crime to assassinate the body than to
assassinate character.

A FLANK PROPOSED FOR THE POPU- -

LIST PLATFORM.

In another column will be found
an editorial in which we have shown
something of the influence and
strength of the rum power in politics.
The subject is by no means exhaust
ively treated. But a small part, in
deed, of the facts bearmg upon it are
presented. It must be apparent,
however, that the danger here indi
cated is not imaginary. It is lament-
ably real and if not met it will result
in ruin.

There is of course, a difference of
opinion upon this question, and its
importancd should lead to a thorough
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discussion of its various phases and
the adoption of the most effectual
method of warfare against so gigantic
an evil We present the following
as our idea of a suitable plank for the
Populist platform.

NATIONALIZE THE TRAFFIC.

We observe with deep concern the
constantly increasing influence of the
rum power in the corruption of poli-
tics. Our American breweries and
distilleries have been absorbed by
collossal syndicates the stock of
which is largely held by foreign capi-
talists. The capitalists thus inter
ested, both foreign and domestic,
likewise constitute a part of the
money power which is absorbing the "

vast profits of the industries of the
world. The manufacturers and whole-

sale and retail dealers in liquors ara
organized into a gigantio political
machine which knows no politics but
interest, and the movements of which
are largely directed by a foreigrn
head. The interests of the rum
power and the money power are one
and the same, and the former is one
of the chief instruments of the latter
in tne execution ox us ecnemos ox

plunder. The power of this gigantia
machine is exercised in the control of
elections, and in the corruption of
legislators, state and national, and of
courts and officials in all departments
of the publio service. Vast sums of
money derived from the immense
revenues of the traffic are annually
expended for these purposes; and
the organized forces engaged in the
various departments of the business,
togather with the patrons and hang-

ers on of saloons; are directed against
any party that threatens the inter- -
terests of this Cyclopean monster.
This monster must be throttled; its
forces must be disorganized; its cor-

rupting influence must be destroyed.
This can never be accomplished
while the manufacture and sale of
liquors, for any purpose whatever,
remain in private hands, and are per-
mitted to be conducted for profit.
We, therefore, demand that the gov
ernment shall assume complete con-

trol of the manufacture of all liquors,
and likewise of their sale for what
ever purposes allowed, and that the
element of profit shall be totally
eliminated from every department
of the business.

THE CONSUMPTION OF WnEAT.

In the Advocate of last week we
demonstrated that if all the people of
the United States were fed as well as
the inmates of the penitentiary and
the charitable institutions of the state
it would require 7.68 bushels of wheat
per capita to supply the demand. As
a matter of fact no such amount is
consumed. The United States secre
tary of agriculture, in his report for
1801, gives the actual consumption as
fonr bushels per capita. What do&a

this indicate? It indicates simply
that the inability of a large number
of people to buy that which they
actually need reduces the general
average consumed by the difference
between four bushels actually con-
sumed and 7.C3 bushels which would
be consumed . if all the people were
comfortably fed; and this differgacg


